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Introduction

A WIin-Win: Practicum for
Future Professionals and
Athletes with Disabilities

For students charting a course toward careers
in special education, occupational therapy, or
physical therapy, the path to professional
success is paved with both theoretical
knowledge and hands-on experience. While
classrooms and textbooks provide a
foundation, real-world application is crucial

for developing the empathy, adaptability, and

practical skills needed to truly excel in these

fields. The Miracle League of the Northern

Ohio Valley Panhandle offers a unique and The Miracle League is more than just a baseball
invaluable opportunity to bridge this gap, league; it's a community-driven organization
providing a powerful practicum experience dedicated to breaking down barriers and creating
that can significantly enhance a dual credit opportunities for children and adults with

system for both high school and college disabilities to experience the joy and camaraderie of
students. team sports. Through specially designed fields and

. - adaptive equipment, the league allows athletes of

' all abilities to participate in a safe and supportive
environment. This unique setting provides a fertile
training ground for budding professionals, offering
a myriad of benefits that extend far beyond

traditional classroom learning.
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Why the
Miracle League
NOVP is a

Game Changer

for Dual Credit

Programs

Integrating the Miracle League of the Northern Ohio Valley Panhandle into a dual
credit system for aspiring special education teachers, occupational therapists, and

physical therapists can revolutionize their educational experience in several key ways:
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1. Fostering Empathy and Understanding:

The core of any successful career in these fields is a deep understanding and empathy
for the individuals you serve. The Miracle League of the Northern Ohio Valley
Panhandle provides an unparalleled opportunity to interact directly with athletes with
disabilities, to witness their struggles and triumphs firsthand, and to develop a genuine

appreciation for their unique needs and perspectives.

Students will learn to:
« Communicate effectively with individuals who have diverse communication styles.
« Observe and interpret non-verbal cues.
* Develop patience and understanding when working with individuals who may
require extra time or support.

+ Challenge their own biases and preconceptions about disability. 5
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2. Developing Practical Skills and Adaptability:

Textbooks can teach the theories of therapeutic intervention, but applying those theories in a real-
world setting requires adaptability and creative problem-solving. The Miracle League of the Northern
Ohio Valley Panhandle provides a dynamic environment where students can apply their knowledge in

practice and adapt their approach to meet individual needs.

Students will gain experience in:

-Adapting activities and equipment to suit different abilities.
-Developing individualized support strategies.

-Assessing an athlete's physical and cognitive limitations and strengths.

-Collaborating with other professionals and volunteers to create a positive and successful experience
for the athlete.

-Implementing learned knowledge in practice settings. 6



3. Expanding Knowledge of Assistive

Technologies and Adaptive Strategies:

The Miracle League of the Northern Ohio
Valley Panhandle utilizes a range of
assistive technologies and adaptive
strategies to ensure that all athletes can
participate fully. By working hands-on
with these tools, students gain invaluable
knowledge and experience that can be

directly applied to their future careers.

Students will learn about:

 Adaptive baseball equipment, such as
specialized bats, gloves, and
wheelchairs.

« Communication devices and strategies
for individuals with speech
impairments.

« Techniques for modifying tasks and
activities to make them accessible to
individuals with physical limitations.

» The importance of universal design
principles in creating accessible

environments.
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4. Building Confidence and Leadership Skills:

Working in a dynamic and often challenging environment like the Miracle League of the Northern Ohio
Valley Panhandle requires students to take initiative, problem-solve, and lead. By mentoring athletes,

organizing activities, and collaborating with volunteers, students develop valuable leadership and
teamwork skills.

Students will have opportunities to:

-Take on leadership roles in small groups.

-Develop effective communication skills to motivate and encourage athletes.
-Learn to work collaboratively with diverse teams of volunteers and professionals.

-Gain confidence in their abilities to make a positive impact on the lives of others.
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5. Reinforcing Theoretical Knowledge F o) o D e I C re d i t

through Practical Application:

The Miracle League of the Northern Ohio P rog ra m s

Valley Panhandle serves as a living
laboratory where students can connect the
theories they learn in the classroom with

real-world applications. By observing and

interacting with athletes, students can gain
a deeper understanding of the principles of
special education, occupational therapy,
and physical therapy.

Students can apply concepts related to:
* Motor development and learning.
« Sensory integration.
 Behavior management.
 Adaptive physical education.

 The impact of disability on individuals

and families.
* Working as a team and individual to

reach acommon goal.
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Structuring
the
Practicum:

A Model for
Success

To effectively integrate the Miracle League of the Northern Ohio Valley Panhandle into a dual credit system, a
structured practicum program is essential. This program will include:
* Orientation and Training: Students will receive comprehensive training on disability awareness, adaptive
sports, and ethical considerations.
* Supervised Volunteer Hours: Students will dedicate a set number of hours each week volunteering at the
Miracle League NOVP, working directly with athletes and under the supervision of experienced professionals.
* Reflection and Discussion: Regular reflection sessions will be scheduled for students to discuss their
experiences, share insights, and receive feedback from instructors and mentors.
* Project-Based Learning: Students can undertake projects that address specific needs within the Miracle
League NOVP, such as developing adaptive training programs or creating accessible resources for athletes
and their families.

* Formal Evaluation: Students will be evaluated on their participation, skills development, and understanding

10

of key concepts.
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Benefits
Extend
Beyond the

Students

The benefits of this partnership extend beyond the students participating in the dual credit system. The

Miracle League of the Northern Ohio VAlley Panhandle also experiences significant advantages:

* Increased Volunteer Support: The influx of dedicated and enthusiastic student volunteers significantly
enhances the league's capacity to serve athletes.

* Fresh Perspectives and Innovation: Students bring new ideas and approaches to adaptive sports and
therapeutic interventions.

* Enhanced Community Engagement: The partnership strengthens the connection between the league and

the local educational institutions.

11
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Planting Seeds
for a Brighter
Future:

[
The Miracle League of the Northern Ohio SC h o I a rs h I ps

Valley Panhandle is more than just a baseball

'
field; it's a beacon of hope and opportunity for fo r To m o rrow s

individuals with disabilities and their families.

Now, building upon the success of our existing E d U ca to rs

programs, we are setting our sights on

empowering the next generation of educators
with the exciting prospect of EducateAbility
scholarships. These scholarships will be
offered to deserving high school students in

the tri-county area of Hancock and Brooke

Counties in West Virginia and Jefferson This initiative is a powerful step forward,

County in Ohio, who are passionate about recognizing that the future of support for
pursuing careers in special education, physical  individuals with disabilities rests on the shoulders
therapy, or occupational therapy. of dedicated and well-trained professionals. By

investing in these aspiring students, the Miracle

A=

League is not only providing financial assistance,
but also nurturing a vital pipeline of talent that will

directly benefit the community.

12



Imagine a future where more local students

are drawn to these incredibly rewarding fields.

The impact stretches far beyond the individual

scholarship recipient. It means more qualified
professionals working in local schools, clinics,
and rehabilitation centers, providing
specialized care and support to individuals
with disabilities right here at home. It
strengthens the community fabric, fostering a
more inclusive and understanding

environment for everyone.

The EducateAbility scholarship program
embodies the core values of the Miracle
League: acceptance, opportunity, and
unwavering support. It's about recognizing
passion and potential and providing the
resources needed to turn dreams into reality.
By removing financial barriers, these
scholarships will empower students who may
not otherwise have the opportunity to pursue
their chosen career paths, opening doors they

might never have imagined.
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Planting Seeds
for a Brighter
Future:

Scholarships
for Tomorrow's
Educators

This endeavor is a testament to our commitment to
long-term, sustainable impact. It's about planting
seeds today to cultivate a brighter and more
supportive future for individuals with disabilities
for years to come. So, spread the word! Encourage
passionate and dedicated high school students in
the tri-county area to explore this incredible
opportunity. Together, we can empower the next
generation of therapists and educators, making a
lasting difference in the lives of countless
individuals. The future is bright, and it starts with
EducateAbility.

13
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A Call to Action:
Integrating the Miracle League of the I nveSti n g i n th e

Northern Ohio Valley Panhandle into a dual
credit system is an investment in the future F U t u re
of both aspiring professionals and athletes
with disabilities. By providing a unique and
invaluable practicum experience, this
partnership can empower students to
develop the empathy, skills, and knowledge
they need to make a meaningful difference
in the lives of others. It is a win-win scenario
that strengthens the community, promotes
acceptance, and fosters a more

compassionate and equitable society.

It is time for educational institutions,
community organizations, and funding
agencies to recognize the immense potential
of this partnership and to work together to
create a sustainable and impactful program
that benefits generations to come. Let us

champion the Miracle League NOVP as a

model for innovation and collaboration,
ensuring that all students have the
opportunity to learn, grow, and contribute to

a more accessible world. 14



