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P
LOVER - Where can you grab a coffee, enjoy some beer brewed on-site, get your

hair done, do some shopping, workout, and focus on mental, physical, spiritual

and emotional health all at the same place? h Shopko in Plover, of course. Well,

the former Shopko building in Plover, now known as Artist & Fare. h Shoppers

once entered the building to say hello to a good buy. Now they say hello to a good beer from

O’so Brewing or to pick up treats from a specialty market. 

NEW BEGINNINGS

A common space is seen on March 2 at Artist & Fare in Plover. The former Shopko store now plays host to multiple
businesses, including O’so Brewing Co. and Mickey’s Bar & Grill. TORK MASON/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

3 years after Shopko’s bankruptcy, its former stores are beginning to find new life

Jeff Bollier and Caitlin Shuda Green Bay Press-Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

The former Shopko building located at 2101 E. Evergreen Drive in Appleton will become a veterinary
clinic. DAN POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

See SHOPKO, Page 3A

SHEBOYGAN – In December, a de-
veloper filed a preliminary proposal to
build wind turbines in Sheboygan
County.

The filing sparked interest and con-
cerns from many residents.

The developer, BluEarth Renew-
ables, Inc., said earlier this month the
filing was part of “very, very early
stages” of work to assess the viability
of wind turbines in the area, and
BluEarth has not decided whether it
will propose a project in Sheboygan
County.

“We do not have a project plan in
Sheboygan County right now,” the 

Company
assessing
possibility
of wind
turbines
Proposal filed in
Sheboygan County 
part of assessment 
for project viability

Maya Hilty
Sheboygan Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

See TURBINES, Page 4A

Abortion could wind up as a central
issue in the race for governor.

The U.S. Supreme Court this sum-
mer will decide whether to keep in
place the Roe v. Wade decision. A rul-
ing overturning it could immediately
reinstate Wisconsin’s 19th-century
law banning almost all abortions.

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers said he
believes abortion should be easily ac-
cessible. His Republican opponents
want to ban most abortions and say
they do not want to create exceptions
for rape and incest.

WISCONSIN ELECTIONS

Gubernatorial
candidates
offer sharp
differences
on abortion
Patrick Marley
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

See ELECTIONS, Page 2A
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Discover life’s 
beautiful sounds

The first sound I heard 

when I got my hearing aids...

MY PARTNER SNORING

Imagine... being 
able to hear well 
for the first time 
in a long time.
Our personalized 
hearing care can help 
you begin your journey 
to better hearing. 

A revolutionary new hearing 

device gives the brain more of the 

relevant information it needs. You may 

have improved speech understanding 
and the ability to remember more. Enjoy 

the convenience of rechargeability and 

Bluetooth® connectivity.

*See office for details. 

**Off standard list price. Offer is for a pair (2) of ultimate-level hearing aids. One offer per purchase. Offer may not be 

combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchase. Cannot be combined with HLVP. Not valid for 

customers with private or federal health insurance coverage. Private pay purchases only. See office for details. Offer 

valid 2/27/22 through 4/16/22. Information within this offer may vary or be subject to change.

†No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay it off, in full, within the promo period. If you do not, 

interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. The required minimum monthly payments 

may or may not pay off the promo purchase before the end of the promo period, depending on purchase amount, 

promo length and payment allocation. Regular account terms apply to non-promo purchases and, after promo 

period ends, to the promo balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR (interest rate) is 26.99%; Minimum Interest 

Charge is $2. Existing cardholders: See your credit card agreement terms. Subject to credit approval. Offer cannot be 

combined with other offers or discounts. Not valid on prior purchases. Offer valid 2/27/22 thru 5/28/22.

LIMITED-TIME OFFERS

Zero interest if paid in full within  
24 months†  on purchases of $200+ 
from 2/27 thru 5/28/22. 

Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if 

the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 24 months. 

Minimum monthly payments required.     †See below for details  

During your appointment, you’ll receive 

the following COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES:
● Hearing assessment*

with video otoscope technology

● Personal demonstration*
of the latest technology

● Clean and check of your hearing devices

(for current hearing aid wearers)

hearinglife.com

Over 600 locations nationwide

Mention code when calling to 
enjoy our special offers.

SAVE $1000 OFF**

the purchase of any 
pair of ultimate-level 

hearing aids

920-476-1586
AHGF-10
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* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Wednesday, March 30 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions   
 that interest you. Coupons cover restaurants, travel,   
 family fun, automotive, shopping and more!
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company’s vice president of develop-
ment, Matt Schwann, told the Sheboy-
gan Press. “We are doing some very
preliminary work to assess the area
and better understand it to decide if we
would want to move forward with a
project.”

Here’s where BluEarth is at in the
process and more about the company.

BluEarth intends to reach out to
landowners in the coming months

BluEarth is assessing areas of po-
tential interest for a wind project, in-
cluding Sheboygan County, Schwann
said.

“We’ll look at things such as wind
speeds, environmental and regulatory
constraints, and of course, we’d need
landowners to host a potential project
in the event that we want to move for-
ward,” Schwann said.

As of mid-March, the company had
not yet reached out to landowners in
Sheboygan County but intends to do so
in the coming months, Schwann said.

BluEarth’s proposal filed with the
Federal Aviation Administration in De-
cember was part of the company’s
early-stage work. The company used
randomized wind turbine locations
and generic wind turbines in the pro-
posal because the number and size of
wind turbines the company would pro-
pose has not been decided, Schwann
said.

The FAA determines whether struc-
tures like wind turbines will obstruct
aircraft at their proposed height and
location.

BluEarth’s filing proposed 673-foot
tall turbines in 16 locations throughout
southern Sheboygan County, as well as
seven locations around Lincoln (in Ke-
waunee and Door County) and 10 loca-
tions around the border of Rock and
Walworth County.

The 16 Sheboygan County wind tur-
bines would generate 99 megawatts,
and the project “may be expanded” up
to 150 megawatts, or up to 24 wind tur-
bines, “if sufficient transmission ca-
pacity becomes available,” according to
the project description in the FAA fil-
ing.

Although the FAA filing listed a pro-
posed construction date in 2024,

Schwann said that “it’s far too early” to
give a timeline for the company’s pro-
posal. “It’s very early stage — I’m not
sure if it’s an area that we will pursue,”
he said.

BluEarth develops and operates
wind, hydroelectric and solar
facilities

BluEarth Renewables, founded in
2010, is a Canadian-based renewable
energy company that acquires, devel-
ops, constructs and operates wind, hy-
droelectric and solar facilities in the
United States and Canada.

The company owns and operates all
of its projects, Schwann said.

According to the company website,
BluEarth has 418 MW of renewable ener-
gy capacity in operation and under con-
struction and more than 2,000 MW in
development.

BluEarth has one project in operation
in Wisconsin, solar facilities in eastern
Wisconsin constructed in 2019.

The company’s website lists five
wind projects in operation or develop-
ment across the U.S., including one op-
erating wind facility in Minnesota, two
projects in advanced development in
Missouri and Wyoming, and two pro-
jects in early-stage development in New
Mexico and Arizona.

BluEarth would work with local
stakeholders if they moved forward on a
project in Sheboygan County, Schwann
said.

“As a company, we certainly pride
ourselves in the relationships that we
have with our stakeholders, including
local authorities and, of course, the com-
munity and landowners that host our
project,” he said. “It’s based on trust,
which is built overtime, so in any project
that we do going forward, that’s a very
key piece of our company.”

Reach Maya Hilty at 920-400-7485 or
MHilty@sheboygan.gannett.com. Fol-
low her on Twitter at @maya_hilty.

Turbines
Continued from Page 1A

“We’ll look at things such as wind
speeds, environmental and regulatory
constraints, and of course, we’d need
landowners to host a potential project
in the event that we want to move
forward.”

Matt Schwann
President of development for
BluEarth Renewables, Inc.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Workers at
the end point of the trans-Alaska oil
pipeline are using saws to cut up large
blocks of hard-packed snow on top of oil
storage tanks so they can shove the
chunks off the tanks.

More than 4 feet of snow fell in the
community of Valdez between mid-Feb-
ruary and mid-March, causing the snow
buildup that has damaged infrastructure
and vented petroleum vapors into the en-
vironment, the Anchorage Daily News
reported Friday.

Wet weather then caused the snow to
freeze during colder weather, said Donna
Schantz, who leads the Prince William
Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Coun-
cil. The group monitors the activities of
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co., which oper-
ates the pipeline.

The tanks are located at the Valdez
Marine Terminal and Alyeska said it has

periodically taken some of the 14 tanks
out of service. There have been no dis-
ruptions to oil shipments, the company
said.

As many as 80 contractors wearing
respirators to protect them from fumes
are working in shifts around the clock to
clear the snow off the tanks, Alyeska
spokesperson Michelle Egan said. Ad-
ditional resources are expected.

The contractors are roped to the tops
of the tanks and must use handsaws to
remove the snow because they can’t use
power tools for risk of sparks that could
set the petroluem products in the tanks
on fire.

Each of the 14 tanks is 62-feet tall
and spans 1 acre. It generally takes a
crew of 10 or 11 people up to two weeks to
clear snow from each tank. 

“That is taking tremendous focus,”
Egan said. “We do things very methodi-
cally. It takes as long as it takes.”

Crews remove snow from
Alaska pipeline oil tanks
ASSOCIATED PRESS


