
 Jacob's Ladder  
Volume XXXI Issue Three                                                                                                    March 2019 

PURPOSE 
To keep the members and friends of Jacob’s Church informed of the ministries and happenings at our 
church and in the surrounding community to be ​The Church on a Hill, Shining Forth for Jesus Christ 

Jacob’s Church, 8373 Kings Highway, New Tripoli, PA 18066 
jacobschurch.org 

Pastor   
Rev. Scott L. Shay      610.298.2602 (home) 
8029 Penny Court                   610.756.6352 (office) 
New Tripoli, PA 18066          484.695.4021 (cell)  

Youth Leader   
Tad Schlegel                           717.644.1153 

Music Director 
Harold Redline      610.262.8613 

  
THE PASTOR’S EPISTLE 

“THE POSITIVE SIDE OF PROBLEMS” 
. 
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials for, we know that they are good for us – they help us 
learn to be patient.  And patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more each time we 
use it until finally our hop and faith are strong and steady.  Romans 5:3-5 L.B. 
 

If anybody comes along and tells you that someday you are going to be free of problems, just don’t believe it! 
Problems are inherent in the nature of the universe. 
 

It is written in the book of Job that: “man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” Jesus said: In the world 
ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
 

According to ​Romans 5:3-5​, there are some good aspects to problems. I have discovered several benefits in my 
experiences with problems throughout my life. 
 

First​ – After we have gone through a problem, we are better able to help someone else that is experiencing a 
similar situation. 
 

Second​ – Just as heat purifies metal and makes it stronger, problems put us to the test and can serve to make us 
stronger. 
 

Third​ – Problems give us an opportunity to demonstrate whether or not our faith in God is true. It’s easy to serve 
and praise God when life is going our way. 
 

Fourth​ – Problems often cause us to remember our God. So often when life is going smoothly, we tend to forget 
to worship, and serve God.  Problems often will serve to bring us back to our senses. 
 

In ​Hebrews 12:1-6​, we read “Let us not forget that Jesus endured the cross for our sake. He took on the problem 
of sin, because of his great love for us. Jesus accomplished for us what we alone could not.”  (our salvation and 
forgiveness) 
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                                                                          God Bless You!      Pastor Sh​ay 
 

Jacob’s Church Board Minutes 
January 7, 2018 

Attendance: 
Elders: Mike Madtes, Mike Follweiler, Ron Belknap 
Deacons: Kevin Dellicker, Richard Oswald, James Moyer, Jared Hermany, Ed Sawyer, Solomon Johri 
Youth Leader: Tad Schlegel 
 
1. Kevin Dellicker opened the meeting with a prayer. 
2. A motion was made to accept the minutes from the December meeting as read by Jared Hermany and 

seconded by Dick Oswald. The motion carried. 
3. A motion was made to accept the minutes from the Congregational Meeting as read by Ed Sawyer and 

seconded by Mike Madtes. The motion carried. 
4. Nominations for Board President, Vice President and Board Secretary were held. Ron Belknap was 

nominated for Board President by Mike Follweiler and seconded by Kevin Dellicker. The motion carried. 
Mike Follweiler was nominated for Board Vice President by Jared Hermany and seconded by Dick Oswald. 
The motion carried. Solomon Johri was nominated for Board Secretary by Jared Hermany and seconded by 
Kevin Dellicker. The motion carried. 

5. Sunday service-January 13, 2019: Tad Schlegel will deliver the message, Jim Moyer will be lifting the 
prayer and the Puppet Ministry will be performing the children’s message. 

6. Praise and Contemporary Music will be led by Andrea Hermany as we search for a new Music Ministry 
Director. 

7. Music Search Committee will be meeting in January to review Music Ministers job description and prepare 
an advertisement. Andrea Hermany will be leading the committee.  

8. Wuchter House west side is currently storage and the Board will be considering alternate uses. 
9. Life Choices Liaison - Still searching for a volunteer. 
10. Children’s Church is looking for additional volunteers. Tad Schlegel is exploring the possibility of starting a 

nursery during Sunday School and Church Service. 
11. Youth Group is currently on Christmas break. Upcoming events include snow tubing and Winter Jam on 

February 14. KFC numbers continue to be low and Tad Schlegel will be calling students’ parents to discern 
lack of attendance. 

12. A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Jared Hermany and seconded by Kevin Dellicker. The 
motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Solomon Johri 
Next Board Meeting is scheduled for 7:30PM, Monday, March 4, 2019.  
Next Elders Meeting is scheduled for 7:00PM, Monday, March 11, 2019.  
 

 
At our December 2, 2018 Annual Congregational Meeting, we voted to contribute $4,160.00 per  
week in order to meet our 2019 budget. The following tithes and offerings were collected in  
January 2019: 

January    6 $4,120.00 
January  13 $3,253.00 
January  20             $         .00 
January  27 $6,014.00 
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                        Budgeted Tithes and Offerings for January            $16,640.00  

Actual Tithes and Offerings for January            $13,387.00 
Amount Under Budget for January            $  3,253.00 

 

March Jacob’s Church Commitments….                                 thank 
you for serving  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Acolyte for March is  
Andrew Sawyer 

3 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jacob’s Church is seeking a Director of Music Ministries/Choir 
Director to oversee our music program and support our blended 

worship service 
 
Please send your ​resume​ and ​statement of faith​ to: 
 
Jacob’s Church  
Attn. Music Ministry Search Committee 
8373 Kings Highway 
New Tripoli, PA 18066 
 
If you have any questions, please contact  
Andrea Hermany at 484-225-2955 
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March Wedding Anniversaries  
 
Congratulations and Best Wishes to The Following Couples  
Celebrating Their Wedding Anniversaries:  
 
        John and Jennifer Brinker 
       Tom and Faye Foulk 
       Douglas and Helen Kistler 
       Bradley and Joelle Morehouse 

      Matthew and Stephanie Watson   
 
   
  MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

CONGRATULATIONS​ to Edward and Tracy Sawyer! Their new 
bundle of joy, Lucas Matthew, was born Monday, February 4​th​ at 
10:23pm! Weighing 6 pounds, 1 ounce, and 19 inches long. Lucas joins 
big brother, Andrew and big sister, Emily!  Congratulations from your 
Jacob’s Church Family!   

 
2019 NEW YEAR AND WINTER HOME                                      COMMUNIONS WERE 

SERVED TO: 
 

                                     ​Eddie Bartholomew Lester and Linda Lutz 
  Ralph and Pearl Follweiler Ray and Karen Moyer 
  Marion Hamm William and Shirley Ruppert 
                                Russell Hartman Hermie Schappel 
                                Virginia Henry  
   

Youth News!  
                            ​Tad Schlegel – Youth Leader - 717.644.1153 – ​tad836@yahoo.com 

Youth Schedule for March 
➢ Jr. High Youth (FUEL) - Tuesday, March 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 6:00 pm in Activity Center 
➢ Kids For Christ (KFC)  - Wednesday, March 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 6:00 pm in Activity Center 
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➢ Young Adults (STEP-UP) - Thursday, March 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 7:00pm in Fenstermaker 

             What’s Happening in March? 
  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY HOLY COMMUNION:​  ​Holy Communion will be 
celebrated on Wednesday, March 6 during the Ash Wednesday worship 
service. Communion will be served at the altar that evening. Plan to attend 
this special service.  
 
 

 ​IT IS NOT TO LATE TO HELP AND ORDER​ ​Fastnachts  
$8.00 ​One Dozen Doughnuts 
$4.00 ​Half-Dozen Doughnuts 

CHOOSE PLAIN OR BROWN SUGAR/CINNAMON 
Pre-Order Your​ ​Fastnachts​ ​Now! 

CALL RUTH KALEY AT 610.562.7406 ​OR​ FAYE BILLIG AT 610.298.2271 
PICK UP ​Saturday, March 2​nd​, from 1pm-4pm 

or​ Sunday, March 3​rd​, from 8:30am -10:00am or 11:30am-1:00pm 
JACOB’S CHURCH ACTIVITY CENTER  

Sign up! Sheet is located in the parlor area. Help is needed on Friday, March 1​st 
starting at 8:00am and/or Saturday, March 2​nd​ starting at 8:00am. 

 
2019 MARCH LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, March   6     Ash Wednesday/Holy Communion 
 

                    Wednesday, March 13             6:00PM Cover Dish Fellowship 
                                       7:00PM Bible Study on Revelation 

 
                    Wednesday, March 20        6:00PM Cover Dish Fellowship 

                                        7:00PM Bible Study on Revelation 
 

                    Wednesday, March 27             6:00PM Cover Dish Fellowship 
                                        7:00PM Bible Study on Revelation 

 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS ON SUNDAY, MARCH 10 AT 2:00AM.  
Please remember to turn your clocks ahead before retiring, otherwise you will arrive at Church 
School and Family Worship an hour too late!  
 
 

6 
 



LADIES NIGHT OUT​ will be held on ​Monday, March 11th​ at 7:30pm in the Activity 
Center.  Come and be blessed.  Contact Ginger Moyer at 610.468.5295 for more information.  

PIG STOMACH DINNER     
Saturday, March 30, 2019; serving 3:00PM to 7:00PM in the Activity Center.  Lots of help is 
needed to make this event successful. Please consider helping Friday, March 29 and Saturday, 

March 30.  Please reach out to Ron Smith at 610-298-3405.  
  

  
       ​Congratulations to our Stephen Ministers  

 

The Stephen Ministers commissioned were: Nancy Backenstoes, Cindy 
Kuhns, Karen Moyer, Eileen Myers, Janine Oplinger, Carol Rassler, Donna 
Smith, Curtis Staudt, and Jane Wessner. We thank God for their gifts of 
caring and listening. Their ministries will increase greatly the overall 
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ at Jacob’s Church. Please keep these 

people in your prayers as they carry the love of Christ to their care receivers. (Jane and Cindy 

were commissioned as Stephen Leaders as well as Ministers) 

Stephen Minister’s Remarks about the Ministry 
 
I learned from Stephen Ministry training that you need to pray and listen to your care receiver. 
God is the one who heals; He is the “Cure-giver” and I am the caregiver. That takes the pressure 
off of me. I’m not the one who cures the hurting person.  – ​Curtis Staudt 
 
I’m excited about this ministry because God has promised to be with us always, give us life, 
grace, peace and love in ABUNDANCE. I’m excited to see Christ work to be the ultimate 
CURE-GIVER as He is with me and uses me to be His servant and caregiver.  – ​Karen Moyer 
 
I chose to become a Stephen Minister because I’ve seen that some folks need one-to-one 
ministry on a regular basis to get through a difficult time, and this Ministry provides the training 
to meet that need. – ​Nancy Backenstoes  
 
I chose to become involved in this ministry because as Christians we are to “carry each other’s 
burdens” (Gal.6:2 NIV). I believe it is a calling to comfort others with an open heart by 
extending compassion, love and empathy in order to help ease their burdens. – ​Donna Smith  
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Many times, when we are in a crisis, we follow a fairly predictable pattern that we have used in 
the past to overcome our situation. Often this pattern will not work with the new crisis and we 
need someone else to help us find a healing route. That is where a Stephen Minister can help 
you recognize and deal with your feelings and situation. A Stephen Minister is someone who 
will listen to you while you sort through your feelings and work through difficult times. The 
Stephen Minister is the caregiver and God is the Cure-giver. – ​Jane Wessner 
 
I chose to become involved in this ministry because the Lord directs us to meet together to love 
and encourage each other in need, and comfort others as we have been comforted. – ​Carol 
Rassler 
 
I chose to become involved in this ministry because I’ve dealt with several individuals during 
my life that required another’s assistance or care. Even in my own life I came to a time when I 
needed care, a helping hand and comfort from fear. I was assigned a Stephen Minister 20 years 
ago during a very difficult time in my life.  I faced brain surgery for a tumor. I would never 
want anybody to face something like that without the assistance and comfort of a Stephen 
Minister. I would like to be a part of paying back the love, comfort and caring that was given to 
me. – ​Eileen Myers 
 
I chose to become involved in Stephen Ministry because I see people in need. Many are 
suffering physically, but others are hurting emotionally, some dealing with broken relationships, 
some lonely. I want to help, but I feel inadequate. Stephen Ministry provides a compassionate, 
Biblical approach to caring for people. It teaches how to care for the hurting, encourage them, 
and walk alongside of them as they go through their crisis. – ​Cindy Kuhns  
  
I enjoy the people I’ve been training with in Stephen Ministry. I have learned the importance of 
listening and empathy in the care giving process. I have always been a caregiver and this 
ministry is a way to continue that caregiving process through a specifically Christian program. I 
knew I wanted to do something in caregiving or nursing. This opportunity became available at 
the most appropriate time in my life. Col. 4:5 “Make the most of every opportunity.” – ​Janine 
Oplinger   

              Notes of Thanks!  

Thank you from Marion Hamm – 

Women of the Church, 

Thank you for thinking of me. May we all rejoice in celebration for having been given the 

greatest gift of all….Jesus Christ.  Marion Hamm 

 

Thank you from Focus on the Family –  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters at Jacob’s Church, 

Thank you for your generous gift and for participating in our year-end match – your gift was 

doubled! You are sharing Christ with the world – in the past year we’ve seen an average of 709 

people a day make decisions for Christ (salvations and rededications). What a wonderful way 

to celebrate the birth and sacrifice of our Lord! 

We appreciate your prayers and partnership. May this Christmas season draw you closer to 

the one who is truly The Reason for the season! 

Thank you from Operation Christmas Volunteer - 

“Just one single shoebox gift gave me a reason to believe in God” said Azima from Cameroon. 

Thank you for your partnership to proclaim the God News! You’re making an investment in the 

lives of children that can have an impact for eternity.  May God Bless You, OCC Lehigh Valley 

Team 

 

In advance - A Special Thank You to all who helped at the Fastnacht making event. 

 

          ​LOOK WHO IS IN THE NEWS! 
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Ahead to 

April 

Acolyte for April – Khrystyna Van Blargan 

 

Wednesday, April 3    6:00PM Cover Dish Fellowship 
                    7:00PM Bible Study on Revelation 

 
Wednesday, April 10    6:00PM Cover Dish Fellowship 

                                                                                    7:00PM Bible Study on Revelation 
 

                    Saturday, April 13     1:00PM Jacob’s Church Easter Egg Hunt 
                                                    Sunday, April 14  10:15AM Palm Sunday 

 
                                              Wednesday, April 17     6:00PM Cover Dish Fellowship 

                                                 7:00PM Bible Study on Revelation 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Friday, April 19      7:30PM Jacob’s Church Good Friday Service 

        Sunday, April 21              9:00AM Easter Sunday (Pew Communion) Service 
 

Acolyte SCHEDULE 
Acolyte for May – Cody Utt 

Acolyte for June – Ethan Danner 
Acolyte for July – Andrew Sawyer 

Acolyte for August – Khrystyna Van Blargan 
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JACOB’S CHURCH ACTIVITY CENTER REPORT 

“THE CHURCH ON A HILL, SHINING FORTH FOR JESUS CHRIST” 

 

 

 

 

 

February 23, 2019 

 

 

The following activities were held in the Jacob’s Church Activity Center for the month 

of February….. 

 

Private celebrations were held on Saturday, February 2, 16 and 23; and Sunday, 

February 24. 

 

The Women’s Prayer Group (Sisters of Esther) continue to use the meeting room on 

Tuesday mornings. The Men’s Prayer Breakfast Group continue to use the 

meeting room on Wednesday mornings.  

 

A Stephen Minister staff meeting was held in the center on Thursday, February 21, 

beginning at 1:00pm and ending approximately at 3:30pm. 

 

The Home School Co-op were in session on Monday, February 4, 11, 18 and 25; the 

sessions begin at 9:30am and ending approximately at 11:30am. 

 

The Kutztown Revolution Twirlers held practices on Friday, February 1, 8, 15 and 22, 

beginning at 6:00pm and ending approximately at 9:00pm.  

 

The KFC youth group held meetings on Wednesday, February 6, 13, 20 and 27.  The 

FUEL youth group held meetings on Tuesday, February 5, 12, 19 and 26.  

STEP-UP used the Fenstermaker House on Thursday, February 7, 21 and 28. 

  

NYAA Soccer Teams scheduled practices on Monday, February 4, 18 and 25; 

Thursday, February 7, 14, 21 and 28; starting approximately at 6:00pm and 

ending at 8:00pm. 

 

NYAA Softball scheduled practices on Sunday, February 3, 10, and 17. Practices will 

continue in March. 

 

A Northwestern Boys Basketball Team held practices Thursday, February 14, 8:00pm 

to 9:00pm and Sunday, February 17, 6:00pm to 7:30pm. 

 

 

 

It has been a busy month! 

God Bless You,  

Faye M Foulk 
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Jacob’s Church Schedule in Church​              ​ March 2019 
  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31   9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

   

  

 

 

    

 

  1  

 

 

2 

 

 

       

3      9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

4      7:30pm 
Church Board 
Meeting  

5   9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer 
Group 7:00pm in 
Parish House 

6        9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool 

7pm Ash Wednesday 
Service/ Communion  

  

 

7    9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool  

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
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9 

SET 
CLOCKS 
AHEAD 
ONE 
HOUR 

       

10   9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service  

DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME 
BEGINS  

11    7:00pm 
Elders Meeting 
in Parish House 

  

 

 

 

12     9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer 
Group 7:00pm in 
Parish House 

13     9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

6pm Soup/Sandwich 
Fellowship  

7pm Revelation Study  

 

14      9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

 

 

15  

  

 

16 

 

 

  
 
 

     

17   9am Sunday 
School-Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

18  

 

 

19   9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer 
Group 7:00pm in 
Parish House 

20       9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

6pm Soup/Sandwich 
Fellowship  

7pm Revelation Study  

  

 

21    9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool  

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal  

  

 

 

22 

 

23  

 

       

24   9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

 

 

25  

  

26     9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer 
Group 7:00pm in 
Parish House 

27      9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

6pm Soup/Sandwich 
Fellowship  

7pm Revelation Study  

  

28    9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool  

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
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Jacob’s Church Activity Center Schedule     March 2019 
  

Sunday Monday 11 Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 NYAA 
Softball 1-5pm 

     

 

  1     Fastnachts 
8:00AM  

TWIRLERS  6-9 

2 Fastnachts 
8:00AM 

  

       

3  

 NYAA Softball 

 1-5pm 

4 
Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

NYAA Softball 
6-8pm 

 

  

5  

Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am 

FUEL – 
6:00-8:30PM 

6 
Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am  

KFC 6-8:15PM 

7   Stephen 
Ministry 1-3:30 

NYAA Softball 
6-8pm 

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

8  

TWIRLERS 6-9 

 

9 

Private 
Celebration 

 

 

 

       

10 

NYAA Softball 

 1-5pm 

11  

Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

Ladies Night Out! 
7:30pm 

NYAA Soccer 
6-8PM 

  

 

 

12 

Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am  

FUEL-6:00-8:30P
M 

 

13  

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am 

KFC 6-8:15PM 

14 NYAA Softball 
6-8pm  

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

15  

TWIRLERS 6-9 

  

  

 

 

16 

Private 
Celebration 

 

  
 
 

     

17 

NYAA Softball 

 1-5pm 

18  

Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

NYAA Softball 
6-8pm 

 

19  

Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am 

FUEL-6:00-8:30P
M 

 

20  

 Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am  

KFC 6-8:15PM 

21 Stephen 
Ministry 1-3:30 

 NYAA Softball 
6-8pm 

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE  

22  

TWIRLERS 6-9 

23  

Private 
Celebration 
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24  

 NYAA Softball 
1-5pm 

 

 

  

 

25  Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

NYAA Soccer 
6-8PM 

26 Sisters of 
Esther 
9:00-11:30am  

FUEL-6:00-8:30P
M  

 

27Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am  

KFC 6-8:15PM 

28 NYAA Softball 
6-8pm 

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

 

29  

Prepare for Pig 
Stomach Dinner 

TWIRLERS 6-9 

30  

Pig Stomach 
Dinner 
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