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GROWING TOGETHER IN FAITH. SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE WITH OUR WORLD.

“Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.” 

(Great Is Thy Faithfulness, verse 2, copyright 1923) 

Before I was a believer, people who tried to show me God by looking at nature never helped 
me in the least. However, since I’ve come to know and love God – I see His hand absolutely 
everywhere! The color of a flower, the intricate architecture of a tree, the majesty of a 
mountain or a seashore. The complexity of an ecosystem as it works together to produce life! 
When Paul posts pictures of the churches in Arlington, when Daphne or Sara share the latest 
pictures of lush colorful flowers or lake-side scenery, when Marge points out a wonderful sea-
side get-away, Cathy shares amazing pictures of beautiful ducks in flight: I see God’s 
wonderful hand in it all! Some of our church family will fly away soon to summer retreats – 
others will find peace and quiet in a nearby park. When Debbie and I lived in Arlington, we 
did so enjoy strolls around the reservoir, over by Spy pond, up in Menotomy Rocks Park or 
the pleasant stroll around McClennen Park, just to name a few. 
As covid restrictions are relaxing, do take some time to venture out into the fresh air. Do take 
some time to quietly walk and notice the beauty in small things around you. Do take time to 
whisper prayers of gratitude and appreciation as you behold the handiwork of our loving God.  
“Good job on those gorgeous flowers, God! I love that color!” 
We are blessed here in New England to have four very distinct and interesting seasons. They 
“join with all nature in manifold witness” to God’s great faithfulness! 
Why not intentionally go out, spend time appreciating and soaking in God’s grace and 
faithfulness that is testified to in the beauty around us! 
Happy Summer! 
Blessings, 
Peter Beckwith, Interim Pastor 
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Summer Office Hours 
Starting the week of June 14, 
the office will begin its summer hours. The 
church office will be open on Mondays only, 
from 9 am to Noon. 
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Luke: “Gospel of Reassurance” 
Wednesdays 7 pm (on Zoom) 
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June BIRTHDAYS 
June 5 Diane Kirkwood
June 18 Naariah Mbi
June 15 Brenda Cox
June 19 Ethan Cain

Ben Bragg
Anniversaries 
June 23 Shannon and Mark Cain
June 27 Cathy and Ian Jackson
June 29 Kristen and Michael Buttrick
July 
July 7 Charles P. Chudigian

Elaine Survelas
July 20 Nell Hevelone
Anniversaries 
July 8 Diane and Norm Magnuson
July 20 Nell and Jon Hevelone
July 22 Elaine and John Survelas
July 28 Daphne Durham 

and Scott Copley
August 
August 3 Peter Sweet
August 4 Hayley Veno
August 8 Daphne Durham
August 20 Norm Magnuson, III
August 23 Carol Chudigian
August 26 Michael Buttrick
Anniversaries 
August 14 Marjorie and Frank Shelton
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Sermon Topics for June, July and August 
June 6 - “Tough Faith Questions: Is Jesus God?” 
 Col 2:6-10 
June 13 - “Tough Faith Questions: 
 What About Other Religions?” 

 John 14:1-6 
June 20 - “Tough Faith Questions: 
 Could Reincarnation be True?” 

 Heb 9:27-28 
July 4 - “Tough Faith Questions: Where is the  
 Prince of Peace in this World at War?” 
 Isaiah 9:6-7 
July 11 - “God Rested” Genesis 2:1-4 
July 18 - “Jesus Rested” Mark 1:32-35, 6:30-32 
July 25 - “Be Still” Psalm 46 
August 1 - “Sabbath C0mmandment” Exo 20:8-11 
August 8 - “Sabbath: A Generous Gift or a Hard  
 Obedience?” Mark 2:23-27 
August 29 - “Heavens Speak Praise!” Ps 19:1-4a 

*PRAYER REQUESTS: 
Our country, all our home bound
The country of Burma, India, Brazil, Cameroon
Agnetta Wilson’s father Lamel Spence,

sister Nancy Spence
Jamie Sobin (Agnetta’s son-in-law), Tricia
Lena Bryant, Jean Farnsworth, Paul Jackson
Gabrielle Pierre, Gabrielle’s mom Sylvia
Elisa Rose Brandon (faith), Aldo (heart)
Pastor Jon (recovering from hip surgery)
Brenda Cox (rehab), Jenny Peterson (surgery)
Sara Sullivan (recovering from heart surgery)
Simone (prayers for her parents, Bin Zhang and

Jicheng Xian, and family)
Jean Butler’s niece Gail (radiation) and cousin Ruth
Kristen Megow Marino, Judith’s friend (cancer)
*Please call or email the office for any changes or 
additions to these prayer requests. Thanks.
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All-Church Prayer Meeting 

First Wednesdays of the Month 
Anyone can join the All-Church Prayer Meeting 
on Zoom, and even if  we meet physically in church, 
it will also be on Zoom. Send your prayer requests by 
email or by calling the church office. This would be 
an opportunity for those who have prayer requests to 
join in and we will pray for you. This summer prayer 
meetings will take place on Wednesdays July 7and 
August 4 at 7 pm. See you there! 
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MANY THANKS 
Lena Bryant would like to thank all those who 
have reached out to her, with calls, cards, visits 
and prayers. 
Pastor Jon and Nell would like to thank 
everyone for all the cards and prayers. 
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Congratulations 
On May 13th, Gordon College held a ceremony 
to install two academic chairs.  Congratulations 
to Jennifer Hevelone-Harper, Ph.D., who 
was recognized by the "Loring-Phillips Endowed 
Distinguished Professorship in History." Proud 
parents, Pastor Jon and Nell Hevelone. 
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Pastor’s Visits 
Pastor Peter is back to visiting people in person! 
Double vaccinated and willing to wear a mask if 
you are more comfortable with that. 
If you, or someone you know would like to have 
a visit from the Pastor, please call him and he 
will be happy to come! (207) 409-0997



Worship Leaders:
June 6 - Sara Buttrick
June 13 - Takang Children
June 20 - William Ware
June 27 - LaShae Doughty
July 4 - Laura Wilczewski
July 11 - Gabrielle Pierre
July 18 - Frank Shelton
July 25 -  William Ware
August 1 - Open
August 8 - Janice Weber
August 15 - Yvonne Akwo
August 22 - Gabrielle Pierre
August 29 - Paul Chudigian 

Tech Team: 
June 6 - Screen Share: John Rogers

Chat/ Mute Monitor: William Ware
Producer/Host: Mark Jones

June 13 - Screen Share: John Rogers
Chat/ Mute Monitor: William Ware
Producer/Host: Paul Chudigian

June 20 - Screen Share: Gabrielle Pierre
Chat/ Mute Monitor: Laura Wilczewski
Producer/Host: William Ware

June 27 - Screen Share: Catherine Jackson
Chat/ Mute Monitor: Debbie Beckwith
Producer/Host: Ian Jackson
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A Request to Everyone from Our Pastoral Relations Committee
“It was He who gave some to be… pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, 

so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in faith and in the knowledge 
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the full-ness of Christ…. 

From Him the whole body… builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”  (Ephesians 4:11-16)

A Pastor or a Ministry Staff Member is asked to fill many roles within the church. From delivering the message 
on Sundays, to visiting and caring for the congregation, to providing leadership and guidance, they meet many 
critical needs. They are with us on some of the most important days of our lives, including baptisms, weddings, 
and even funerals. Through this work, ministers get to know their congregations well, and often form strong 
bonds of friendship, deeply rooted in Christian love.  So it is hard for us when they move on to another church 
or into retirement.

We have been blessed to have had many wonderful ministers. While we will continue to cherish the 
relationships we have formed with past ministers, it is important for us to allow the next ministers who follow 
them opportunities to grow into their role with our full support.

The American Baptist Code of Ethics instructs us as a congregation in some ways to deal with this transition. 
This is to ensure that the congregation is able to develop a spiritual bond with each new minister, just as we 
have with those that have come before. We are thankful to God for the wonderful ministers He has provided us 
in the past. We grieve when they leave us, because of the significant roles they have played in our spiritual lives.

One of the most difficult challenges a church family faces after any ministry staff leaves is when there is a need 
for spiritual counsel, when a loved one passes on, or someone is getting married. Maybe hopes were that a 
particularly loved minister would be there to help us through that time. It is natural for us to have that desire.  
After all, we knew him or her well; we were familiar with their ways of doing these things, and we feel those 
spiritual bonds so strongly.

The Code of Ethics clearly states that a former pastor or ministry staff member should not continue to provide 
for ministry after they have left their positions. Primarily, this will help our former ministers to bring closure to 
their past ministries – moving on to the new calling God has for their lives. But additionally, it will allow us to 
build important new bonds with the new ministers who lead us going forward.

With respect to this, we are requesting that our members please refrain from seeking out former pastors or 
ministry staff for spiritual counsel or asking for assistance with funerals, weddings, etc.  Change is difficult, but it 
is also the path to what God has in store for us next.

Should you have any concerns regarding this policy, please feel free to contact your Pastoral Relations 
Committee members: Mark Jones, Chair; Bill Ware, Cathy Jackson, Judy Quimby and (new member) Yvonne 
Mbi.
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Instructions for connecting with our live services: 
From your regular home phone: 

1) Call: 1-646-876-9923 
2) When asked for the Meeting ID, enter church phone #: 781 643 3024 
3) THEN, press the “#” sign 
4) When asked to enter the password, enter 781 643 3024 (yes, the same as the ID) 
5) THEN, press the “#” sign once again 

(During the prayer sharing time, if you want to share, then press *9) 
Smart Phone People: 

1) Download the “ZOOM Cloud Meeting” App 
2) Follow the prompts to sigh up (ZOOM is free, so don’t upgrade) 
3) For a meeting, open your ZOOM App - select “Join” 
4) When prompted, enter the “Meeting ID” (it’s the church phone #) 7816433024 
5) When prompted, enter the password: 7816433024 (yes, the same as the ID) 

People using their computers: 
1) Enter this link: https://zoom.us/j/7816433024 
2) Click on “Join a Meeting” 
3) When prompted, enter the “Meeting ID” (it’s the church phone #) 7816433024 
4) When prompted, enter the password: 7816433024 (yes, the same as the ID) 
5) Click on “Join” 

Contact information: 
Pastor Peter Beckwith: (207) 409-0997 pastorpeter@aol.com 
Maria In the Office: (781) 643-3024 info@firstbaptistarlington.org  
Deacon Bill Ware: (781) 935-1623 wdware@comcast.net 
Deacon Catherine Jackson: (781) 643-4862 cathjackson@verizon.net 
Deacon Agnetta Wilson: (908) 616-8486 agnettawilson@yahoo.com 
Deacon Marjorie Shelton: (781) 646-3762 fshelton@comcast.net 
Deacon Mark Jones: (781) 724-3488 gary.mark.jones@gmail.com 
Deacon Janice Weber: (781) 771-3713 jawdbw@yahoo.com

FIRST BAPTIST GUIDELINES - REVISED JUNE 6, 2021 
Please read the following Guidelines, effective, June 6, 2021.   

Many of the Guidelines, implemented last summer, are still in effect. 
• Entering and exiting the Church will only be through the front door even if you use the back parking. Six-foot 

markers will be on the flooring to allow safe distancing. 
• Worshippers will be REQUESTED to wear a mask during the service and while singing. There will be a sign 

in the narthex stating the Request. Masks will be available. 
• The sign, requesting worshippers not to enter the Church if you have any signs of illness, will remain in the 

narthex. 
• Hand sanitizers will be in the narthex for your use. Shaking of hands is up to the individuals. Please be 

respectful of the person’s choice. A smile and/or a bow will suffice. 
• In the narthex, there will be a sign-in sheet that you must sign with your name and phone number each week; 

so, we have a list of contacts for each Sunday in case Covid is identified in the Church. 
• There will be no ushers. One person will be in the narthex to greet, provide a bulletin, and on Communion 

Sundays, hand the worshipper a pre-packaged wafer and juice cup. 
• There will be no nursery coverage. 
• Pews will be roped off to provide ‘safe distancing’ during the service. Bibles and hymnals will be in the pews. 
• There will be collection plates for your offering in the back and front of the sanctuary. If your offering is a cash 

donation, envelopes will be available for your offering. 
• Soloists, choir members and musicians will be in the choir loft. Anyone, in the choir loft, who has been 

vaccinated can remove their mask while singing or playing an instrument. Anyone, in the choir loft, who has 
NOT been vaccinated, will be requested to keep their mask on during singing or playing. 

• If a child needs to go the bathroom, they need to be accompanied by a parent, not a sibling to guarantee their 
swift return to the sanctuary 

• Fellowship and coffee in the banquet hall are scheduled to resume in September. A Harvest Brunch celebration 
will be planned for the Fall. 

• On Church premises Sunday School classes will start being held in September based upon the public school 
guideline.
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An Opportunity to Bless Others in Need 
The American Baptist Women's Ministries has partnered with the Massachusetts Baptist 
Multicultural Ministries in a Partnering Ministry to provide much needed items for new American 
citizens who are served by the MBMM. The Massachusetts Baptist Multicultural Ministries has asked 
First Baptist Church of Arlington, along with other churches, to donate items needed for two of their 
programs that serve new citizens and refugees. The two programs are as follows: 
1) The ACE Shoppe-This store provides much needed items for refugee families and gives them an 
opportunity to purchase or be provided with what their families need. 
2) Goods are provided for their annual New American Christmas Party. 
The items needed and amount requested are below. Please don't let the amount requested overwhelm 
you-this list is for all of the participating churches. Any amount of any item you can donate will be 
most appreciated! 
Requested Quantity Items Needed 
18 Toy Cars 35 Dish Towels 
35 Dolls 35 Mittens 
35 Toys (young children) 35 Scarves 
not given - Toys for older children-like Monopoly, UNO, Yahtzee 70 Towels 
4 Regulation Basketballs not given - blankets 
4 Regulation Footballs 180 Soap-(Bar) 
4 Regulation Soccer Balls 35 Combs 
4 Regulation Volleyballs 180 Toothbrushes 
18 Coloring Books 180 Deodorant  
7 Crayons (16/count) Packages 18 Aprons 
10 Construction Paper- 9x12, Assorted Colors 18 Potholders 
7 Pkgs. Dry Erase Markers 10 Baby Booties 
18 Pkgs. Colored Pencils (Variety of Colors) 10 Baby Sweaters 
18 Quilts or Comforters (Twin-Double-Queen-King) 
not given - yoga pants (Small, Medium, Large) 
not given -T Shirts-Larger Sizes (Logos ok) 
180 Toothpaste (Tubes, Not travel size) 
not given - Gift Cards (Walmart, Costco, Target, Market Basket) 
**Please put any gift cards in envelopes with the amounts written on the envelope 
Starting on June 4th, all donations can be brought to the church on Sundays before and 
after the services. During the summer months, donations may be brought to the church 
on Mondays only between the hours of 9 am to noon. There will be a labeled box for all 
donations. If you can attach the receipts to your donations that would be helpful. 

“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,  
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”  

(Luke 6:38) 
The deadline for all donations will be September 30, 2021. 

If you have any questions please reach out to Cathy Jackson at cathjackson@verizon.net
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Statement of disclosure  
on recording worship services 

Please be aware that in order to share music and the 
Message on our church Facebook page, on our web site 
and on Arlington Public Access TV, we do record our 
weekly worship services. For your information, we never 
share the children’s story or the prayer time publicly in 
this manner. 
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June 2021 
Wednesday, June 2 7 pm, All-Church Prayer Meeting on Zoom

Sunday, June 6 10 am, Communion Worship Service in church and on Zoom

Wednesday, June 9 7 pm, “Luke: Gospel of Reassurance” begins on Zoom

Thursday, June 10 10:30 am, Women Bible Study begins on Zoom

Sunday, June 13 10 am, Worship Service in church and on Zoom

CHILDREN/YOUTH CELEBRATION
11:30 am, Board of Property and Finance

Wednesday, June 16 7 pm, “Luke: Gospel of Reassurance” begins on Zoom

Saturday, June 19 10 am, Board of Deacons

Sunday, June 20 10 am, Worship Service in church and on Zoom, FATHER’S DAY
11:30 am, Board of Christian Education

Tuesday, June 22 to Monday, June 28 Pastor Peter’s Vacation

Wednesday, June 23 7 pm, “Luke: Gospel of Reassurance”
Sunday, June 27 10 am, Worship Service in church and on Zoom

Wednesday, June 30 7 pm, “Luke: Gospel of Reassurance”

819 Massachusetts Avenue
Arlington, MA 02476 
info@firstbaptistarlington.org 
https://www.facebook.com/firstbaptistarlingtonmass

Announcements: 
✦ All-Church Prayer Meeting - Wed June 2, July 7, and August 4 at 7 pm 
✦ Bible Studies - “Luke: Gospel of Reassurance” Wed evenings at 7 
✦ The church and Pastor Peter are on Facebook. You can friend him at “Peter Beckwith.” 
✦ Prayer requests and announcements: please email or call the church with any prayer 

requests or announcements. Deadline for the September Newsletter is Sunday, August 22, 
2021. 

✦ Tithes & Offerings: For those who are able to continue to give, please mail your checks to 
our collector, Janice Weber, 29 Crescent Hill Ave., Arlington, MA 02474-2501. 

Pastor Peter loves serving our church! He also places time with Debbie at a very high propriety. So 
Peter does his very best to take days off (Tuesdays and Fridays) and to also take his vacations. June 
22-28 and August 9-22). When Peter is on vacations- please contact the Deacons (Bill Ware and 
Marge Shelton, co-chairs) with any emergency needs. Also, if you need to contact the Pastor and it’s 
not an emergency, please try to be aware of Tuesdays and Fridays - so Peter can enjoy uninterrupted 
time with his dear wife! Debbie will thank you!
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