
 

 

 

 

New Member Guide 

 
 



Welcome to our shooting family! 

 

Our goal. 

 To foster an attitude of safety, responsibility, and community while 

having fun with shotguns.  

 

Who can join? 

 The Nueces 4-H Trap and Skeet Club is open to all Nueces County youth 

who are age 9 and in at least the 3rd grade, through age 18 and finishing their 

12th-grade year. 

 

What are the requirements to join? 

 There are three things that need to happen before new shooters can join 

our club.  Additionally, there are two requirements to continue membership in 

the Nueces 4-H Trap and Skeet Club. 

 

Before joining each new shooter must do the following… 

1. Shooter’s family must become members of the Corpus Christi 

Gun Club (CCGC).  This is the facility where we hold all our 

practices and our annual club fundraiser shoots.  Visit the 

club’s website at www.corpuschristigunclub.com and click on 

the membership tab for more information and to get a copy of 

the CCGC New Member Application.  Their application is also 

located at the end of this guide.  Your application will need two 

sponsor signatures from existing CCGC members.  Feel free to 

ask any of our club managers or coaches to sign your 

application.  You will also be required to take an orientation 

class through the CCGC upon submitting your completed 

application.  See CCGC management to schedule this class. 

 

2. Each shooter must complete a Texas Parks & Wildlife 

Department (TPWD) Hunter Education Course.  A 

course is usually held at the gun club before shotgun 

season starts but is not guaranteed.  Take the class 

at your earliest opportunity.   

 

 

 

http://www.corpuschristigunclub.com/


Visit https://tpwd.elementlms.com/course-category/hunter-

education-classroom-course/ for upcoming courses.  You will 

need to provide a copy of your shooter’s Hunter Education card 

to one of the managers upon course completion. 

 

3. Each shooter and adult volunteer must register with Texas 4-H 

by going to http://texas.4honline.com.  At the end of this guide, 

you will find instructions for new and returning family 

enrollment.  Our club’s name is “Nueces 4-H Trap & Skeet Club” 

and our project is “Shooting Sports”.  If you have completed 

4HOnline registration for your shooter for another 4-H club, you 

will need to call Chris Owens at the Nueces County Extension 

Office at 361-767-5220 and ask her to add your shooter to our 

club’s roster. 

 

After joining: 

Each shooter is required to participate in the following two 

shooting events.   

1. Nueces 4-H Trap and Skeet Whiz Bang Shoot - usually 

held the first weekend of May. 

2. Texas 4-H State Games - usually held in the middle of 

July. 

Shoots may seem scary to new shooters, but they are so much 

fun, and shooters of all abilities participate. 

 

What equipment does your shooter need? 

You and your shooter will be introduced to a whole new vocabulary 

about guns, gear, tools, etc.  Just a warning, this is not a cheap sport!  

The club does its best to assist in lowering the cost to participate, but it 

is significant.  The following is a general recommendation to get you 

started. 

 

1. GUNS/SHELLS/CHOKES 

a. GUNS- You will see a variety of gun styles being used in 

competition and they all come with different price tags.  Before you 

get carried away with a brand, gauge, and style remember the most 

important factors.  It needs to fit your shooter, and your shooter 

needs to be able to handle it for long periods of time.  Newer, 

younger shooters tend to start out with semi-automatic 20 gauges.  

They are lighter, with less recoil.  Your shooter will shoot a 

minimum of 150 targets at competitions, sometimes up to 450 

targets.  They will get tired fast.  The downside of semi-automatics 

https://tpwd.elementlms.com/course-category/hunter-education-classroom-course/
https://tpwd.elementlms.com/course-category/hunter-education-classroom-course/
http://texas.4honline.com/


are lots of moving parts that can and do break, plus lots of 

cleaning.  Ultimately the best gun to end up with is a 12 gauge 

over & under.  These are the guns that most new shooters 

graduate to after they’ve competed for a few seasons.  The club has 

loaner guns that the shooters can check out to see what fits, if 

they like the sport, and make the commitment to stick with it. All 

before you make the investment to purchase a gun for them. 

b. SHELLS- One round of shooting is typically 25 targets, and shells 

are sold in boxes of 25.  You can never have too many shells!  Your 

shooter will be going through a lot of boxes of shotgun shells.  Take 

advantage of bulk orders through our club and our club’s Shell 

Program which will be discussed later in this guide. 

c. CHOKES- If your gun requires chokes, at the very least, for semi-

automatics you will need one Modified (M) choke and one Skeet 

(SK) choke, for over & under guns you will need two Skeet (SK) 

chokes, one Modified (M) choke and one Improved Cylinder (IC) 

choke. 

 

2. SAFETY GLASSES 

To get started, basic clear safety glasses will do.  

Down the road, you might want to consider 

shooting glasses with colored lenses.  They can 

be a lifesaver on sunny mornings or cloudy 

days.  The biggest key is to make sure the 

glasses fit properly on your shooter’s face. 

 

3. HEARING PROTECTION 

Again, just starting, any ear protection will suffice.  You will see other 

shooters with custom-fit earplugs, they are worth the investment.  

Most shooters like the plugs with a filter so they can hear normal 

sounds but a muffled shot.  Headphone-type hearing protection can 

get in the way of proper gun mounts and foam earplugs can fall out 

easily. 

 

4. SHOOTING VEST OR SHELL POUCH 

Most beginning shooters start with a pouch because they cost less 

and are easily found at your local sporting goods store.  Most generic 

shooting vests tend to fit improperly and will get in the way of your 

shooter’s ability to mount their gun properly.  Vests tend to hold more 

shells than pouches.  If your shooter commits to this sport after a 

season or two, we recommend ordering a shooting vest made to their 

measurements. Ultimately, what your shooter is comfortable wearing 

should guide your purchase. 

 

 

 



5. SHOOTING BAG 

Many new shooters start out with an old 

backpack to carry all of the above.  A 

shooting bag designed specifically for the 

purpose of carrying all your gun stuff will 

save time, lost items, and disorganization. 

 

Practices and Meetings 

 Our meetings run from January/February through July/August.  

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month at the Corpus Christi 

Gun Club starting promptly at 7:00 pm.  We strongly encourage shooters and 

parents alike to attend these meetings to learn about upcoming events, shoots, 

etc. 

 Our 4-H certified coaches hold practices during our season every 

Tuesday evening starting at 5:00 pm, and every Sunday afternoon starting at 

2:00 pm.  Your shooter is encouraged to participate in as many practices as 

possible.  Additional practice days/times may be added as the coaches see fit. 

The availability of additional practices will be discussed at meetings and/or 

made known via the manager email/Remind app.  As a member of CCGC you 

are also encouraged to practice with your shooter as much as possible on your 

own as well. 

 

Competition Events 

 Your best place to find 4-H competitions is on www.iClays.com and 

emails from our club managers.  There are also other types of shoots your 

shooter can participate in: Fun Shoots, Charity Shoots, and Registered Shoots 

sanctioned by the National Sporting Clays Association (NSCA), Amateur 

Trapshooting Association (ATA), or National Skeet Shooting Association (NSSA). 

You can choose how many, how far you want to travel, and what events 

your shooter would like to shoot depending on your schedule, finances, or 

comfort level. 

Your shooter will have the opportunity to compete in the following events 

depending on the host club putting on the shoot.  They will have the 

opportunity to practice most of them at our club.  Your shooter will be 

encouraged to sign up for all events at a competition.  They won’t get better by 

avoiding them! 

● SKEET – most competitions 

● TRAP - most competitions 

● WHIZ BANG - most competitions 

● SPORTING CLAYS - not all clubs have a sporting clays course.  For 

those that do, you will need a way to haul all your gear around it. 

o Trailer your own golf cart, Polaris, or other ATV to the shoot 

http://www.iclays.com/


o Rent a golf cart from the hosting club (if available), usually at 

around $100/day 

o Acquire a gun stroller, wagon, or human pack mule. 

● TRAP DOUBLES - usually only at the San Antonio Rodeo shoot and 

the Texas 4-H State Games 

● SKEET DOUBLES - usually only at the Texas 4-H State Games 

● 4-H shooting sports is home to some of the nicest, kindest, and most 

helpful families you will ever meet.  If you have any questions, do not 

hesitate to ask someone.  We have all been in your shoes and 

remember what it’s like when you first start. 

 

Shell Program 

 The club subsidizes the cost of the practice shells to eligible members.  

We know the cost of shells correlates to the amount a shooter practices.  This 

program is designed to encourage shooters to practice as much as possible by 

offering shells at a discounted price.  The exact details are subject to change 

due to ammo availability and cost.  The club will go over the specifics at the 

first meeting of the year. 

 

Volunteers and Community Service 

 We need volunteers!  It is OK if you know nothing about shooting!  We 

need volunteers to help put on our annual shoots, provide club amenities at 

other shooting events, and assist in club activities. 

 Our club also gathers as a group to help in our community.  Ideas, 

suggestions, and participation are greatly appreciated and encouraged! 

 

New Member Contact 

 Please do not hesitate to contact our New Member Committee Leader 

with ANY questions! 

Emily Moench  ero9896@hotmail.com    972-302-2576 

mailto:ero9896@hotmail.com


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


