VILLAGE OF MOSCOW REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL


December 4, 2023


Regular Council meeting called to order, pledge of allegiance at 6:00pm by Mayor Suter, with roll call by Bill Gilpin
English - Present   	           Nichols - Present	Roark – Present     	
Turner - Absent	           Gorth - Present		Caudill - Absent
Mayor Suter – Present	           Alan Ausman, Village Administrator - Present
Bill Gilpin, Fiscal Officer –Present	Emily Supinger, Solicitor –Present 

Also present – Joe DaGiau, Dennis Cooper, Jim Hiles, Julie Hawkins, Tracey Suter

*Motion to accept the minutes of the November 1, 2023 meeting by Roark, seconded by English
English – yea		Nichols – yea		Roark - yea 		
Turner – yea		Gorth - yea	 	Caudill - absent	  	               MC

*Motion to pay bills by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea		Roark - yea     
Turner - yea     	Gorth - yea		Caudill - absent	       		     MC

GUEST SPEAKER: 
 Dennis Cooper reported that Washington Township’s Christmas program will be on December 16; Santa will be there. Mayor Suter noted that another figure in the HB6 scandal was indicted today. 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  Alan Ausman reports:

· Maintenance: Prepping for winter; mowing done; leaf mulching; building use is very busy; Christmas lights are up; docks are out; daily sewer reads; Steve and I worked on the solar bee again; met with a roofing company about the roof 
· Administrative: A lot of utility billing work this month; 81 Broadway
· Zoning: Issued one permit for a swimming pool; U Haul trailer

 Reported that Duke Energy has agreed to come out and correct the LED street light installation issues. Discussion on 81 Broadway; the structure burned and was removed, a mobile home was brought in and installed on the property reportedly two feet outside of the village limits. The owner connected the mobile home to the village sewer system using the old lateral connected to the previous structure. Mayor Suter noted that the village can either refuse service, allow service, or allow service at an increased outside rate. Phil Turner noted that he is not in favor of allowing a utility user outside of the village. Emily Supinger noted if the mobile home is to be disconnected the owner must be properly noticed first. Mayor Suter noted that there is no proof that the mobile home at 200 Second Street is connected to the village sewer system. 

*Motion to notice the property owner of 81 Broadway that the sewer connection will be disconnected in 30 days if not disconnected by the owner due to the connection being outside of the village limits by Turner, seconded by Gorth
English – yea		Nichols – yea		Roark - yea     
Turner - yea     	Gorth - yea		Caudill - absent	       		     MC

FISCAL OFFICER’S REPORT:  Bill Gilpin reports:
[bookmark: _GoBack] Reported attending UAN software year end training today; received certification from the board of elections approving the 7 mil operating levy. After discussion the consensus was to cancel the December finance committee meeting. Ordinance 21 is for Emily Supinger’s annual contract; Ordinance 22 is to award a bonus to the village administrator; Ordinance 23 sets employee salaries for 2024; Ordinance 24 is for assessments of unpaid sewer fees; Ordinance 25 is for assessments of unpaid solid waste fees; Ordinance 26 is for amending 2023 appropriations; Ordinance 27 is for 2024 temporary appropriations. 

There was discussion on increasing the trash rate for 2024 to cover the cost. Joe DaGiau noted there are duplexes that are only paying a single rate.
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Emily Supinger noted that the current legislation stipulates the utility rates are per dwelling unit.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Emily Supinger reports:
Reported that the 2024 meeting schedule legislation calls for the January meeting to be held on January 2 and the September meeting to be held on September 3 due to conflicts with holidays. 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Suter reports:
 Reported that Jim Hiles has agreed to play Santa at the Christmas program on December 24 at 6pm. After discussion the consensus was to have the Christmas light decorating contest judging on December 21 at 7pm.

READING OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  

ORDINANCE 2023-21 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE RETENTION OF EMILY T. SUPINGER AS VILLAGE SOLICITOR AND THE LAW FIRM OF STRAUSS TROY TO PROVIDE LEGAL SERVICES TO THE VILLAGE OF MOSCOW, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

*Motion to waive the readings of Ordinance 2023-21 by English, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-21 by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-21 as an emergency by English, seconded by Gorth
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

ORDINANCE 2023-22 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SALARY BONUS TO THE VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

*Motion to waive the readings of Ordinance 2023-22 by Gorth, seconded by Roark
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-22 by Nichols, seconded by Gorth
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-22 as an emergency by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

ORDINANCE 2023-23 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALARY INCREASES TO VILLAGE PERSONNEL AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

*Motion to waive the readings of Ordinance 2023-23 by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-23 by Nichols, seconded by Roark
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC
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*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-23 as an emergency by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

RESOLUTION 2023-24 – A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING PROPERTY TAX LIENS TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR THE NON-PAYMENT OF SANITARY SEWER CHARGES

*Motion to waive the readings of Resolution 2024-24 by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – abstain	Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Resolution 2023-24 by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – abstain	Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

RESOLUTION 2023-25 – A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING PROPERTY TAX LIENS TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR THE NON-PAYMENT OF SOLID WASTE REMOVAL CHARGES

*Motion to waive the readings of Resolution 2024-25 by English, seconded by Gorth
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Resolution 2023-25 by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

ORDINANCE 2023-26 – AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE VILLAGE OF MOSCOW, CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023 

*Motion to waive the readings of Ordinance 2023-26 by Gorth, seconded by English
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-26 by English, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

ORDINANCE 2023-27 – AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE VILLAGE OF MOSCOW, CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2024 

*Motion to waive the readings of Ordinance 2023-27 by English, seconded by Gorth
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-27 by English, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Roark - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – yea		Caudill – absent      		               MC

OLD BUSINESS: None
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Joe DaGiau reported that he has received comments about zoning violations, noting there are 8 vehicles unregistered; asked why the enforcement is not tougher.
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Mayor Suter noted that there is a difference between zoning and property maintenance codes. Emily Supinger noted that it is difficult to find a towing company that will work with the village on removing vehicles; is currently working with Alan Ausman on removing the two vehicles that are on village property. Joe DaGiau asked that there be a zoning report given at each council meeting. Phil Turner asked Joe DaGiau if he feels the village is moving forwards or backwards regarding improving the village overall; response was that the village is moving forward on many things. Alan Ausman noted that he has a goal to focus on zoning and property maintenance issues in 2024. 
 Tracy Suter presented a check in the amount of $2,778 from the proceeds of a fireworks fundraiser. Mayor Suter asked everyone to support the businesses that donated and supported the quarter auction. 

Emily Supinger issued the oath of office for Tim Suter as Mayor, Phil Turner and Julie Hawkins as council members for their new terms beginning January 1, 2024.
 
PUBLIC INPUT: 
 Mayor Suter presented Debra Roark a thank you card for her 8 years of service on village council that is coming to an end.
 

Motion to adjourn at 7:17pm made by Gorth, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols -yea		Roark - yea    	
Turner - yea      	Gorth – yea		Caudill - absent     		               MC



APPROVED BY:__________________________		
		     TIM SUTER, MAYOR	



ATTESTED BY:__________________________
                           BILL GILPIN, FISCAL OFFICER
