VILLAGE OF MOSCOW REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL


May 5, 2025


Regular Council meeting called to order, pledge of allegiance at 6:00pm by Mayor Suter, with roll call by Alan Ausman
English - Present   	           Nichols - Present	Hawkins – Present     	
Turner - Present	           Gorth - Present		Caudill - Present
Mayor Suter – Present	           Alan Ausman, Village Administrator - Present
Bill Gilpin, Fiscal Officer –Absent	Emily Supinger, Solicitor –Present 

Also present – Dennis Cooper, Gavin Hatfield, Dani Watkins, Mike Crossley, Moriah Oberlin

*Motion to accept the minutes of the April 7, 2025 meeting by English, seconded by Caudill
English – yea		Nichols – yea		Hawkins - yea 		
Turner – yea		Gorth - yea	 	Caudill – yea	  	               MC

*Motion to pay bills by Hawkins, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea		Hawkins - yea     
Turner - yea     	Gorth - yea		Caudill - yea       		     MC

GUEST SPEAKER: 
 Dani Watkins with Crossroads Church spoke to council and expressed an interest in being more involved in the community. Mike Crossley, also of Crossroads Church indicated that they want to get involved in the local communities in a practical way; participating in the upcoming river sweep was discussed. Everyone was invited to stop by and visit their 830 acre property in Washington Twp. Dennis Cooper reported that the church is now working directly with the Washington Twp. EMS on logistics and coverage during their events. Future plans for the property include building a 22 acre lake. There was also a brief discussion on assisting with the annual fireworks celebration on July 3.

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  Alan Ausman reports:

· Maintenance: Mowing often; daily sewer reads; lots of flood preparation; lots of flood clean up; community service workers; getting parks ready; dumpster will be here for another week 
· Administrative: Received 2 bids for river wall project; working on fireworks; trying to get cars removed; ARC money ($5k); paving of walk path and roads
· Zoning: Lots of zoning activity; BZA scheduled for the 15th of this month

 Emily Supinger explained the process for forcibly towing cars from the village. 
Reported that the county street paving bid package is out for bids; the walk path paving has been scheduled.    

FISCAL OFFICER’S REPORT:  Bill Gilpin reports:
 Absent, no report

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Emily Supinger reports: 
 Reported that the bid for the river wall included a provision for restoration of the area. The total bid with restoration was $165,350, of which $14,035 is for restoration. The contractor has agreed to remove the cost of the restoration if the village wishes. There was much discussion on the possibility of cost overruns and additional costs to the village. Mayor Suter suggested the project be re-bid; also suggested that the village contact the state and relay that the project cost estimates are two years old and ask if there is any more funding available. Mayor Suter also expressed concern that the lowest bid is too low and change orders may be needed that would significantly increase the village’s out of pocket cost.

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Suter reports:
 Reported that Cindy Gorth has agreed to remain on the planning commission. Rick Beasley has resigned from the BZA. Gavin Hatfield will be appointed to the BZA.

Cindy Gorth was excused for the remainder of the meeting.
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 READING OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  

RESOLUTION 2025-13 – A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING PROPERTY TAX LIENS TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR THE NON-PAYMENT OF SOLID WASTE REMOVAL CHARGES.

*Motion to waive the readings of Resolution 2025-13 by English, seconded by Caudill
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-13 by English, seconded by Caudill
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

RESOLUTION  2025-14 – A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING PROPERTY TAX LIENS TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR THE NON-PAYMENT OF SANITARY SEWER CHARGES

*Motion to waive the readings of Resolution 2025-14 by Caudill, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-14 by Nichols, seconded by English
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

RESOLUTION 2025-15 – A RESOLUTION APPROVING GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT WITH DENNIS DONOVAN AND DOMINIC DONOVAN

*Motion to waive the readings of Resolution	 2025-15 by Hawkins, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-15 by English, seconded by Hawkins
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

ORDINANCE 2025-16 – AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE REDUCTION IN COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL BY 50% FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

*Motion to waive the readings of Ordinance 2025-16 by Hawkins, seconded by English
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-16 by Caudill, seconded by Hawkins 
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-16 as an emergency by English, seconded by Caudill
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

RESOLUTION  2025-17 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH EVANS LANDSCAPING FOR PHASE 3 OF THE RIVERFRONT RETAINING WALL PROJECT
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Additional discussion: Phil Turner asked if more money could be obtained from the state. Alan Ausman indicated that the money must be spent prior to the state’s fiscal year end. 
Phil Turner noted that the lack of bids is an obvious concern and asked what the plan would be if the bids were rejected. Mayor Suter replied ask for more state money, if rejected re-bid the project, but that would likely result in even higher costs. Mayor Suter expressed that he does not want to spend an additional $30k to $40k on the river wall project. Phil Turner noted that the village can accomplish a lot this year with the river wall and CDBG paving grant. Emily Supinger noted that there are 2 choices: choose Evans as the lowest bidder or refuse to use Evans as they have had issues with the state; also noted that her recent dealings with Evans have been without issue. Mayor Suter noted that he has a bad feeling about the overall cost of the project when finished. Alan Ausman noted that he is in favor of removing the $14k for the restoration cost. Mayor Suter repeated that his biggest concern is cost overruns. Alan Ausman offered to contact the state and county to see if any more funds might be available. Mayor Suter also noted that the area in front of the park will also need to be done in the future at some point. The consensus was to remove the restoration portion of the bid and move forward with the approval of the contract.

*Motion to amend the ordinance and insert the contract amount of $151,315 by Turner, seconded by English
English – yea		Nichols – yea		Hawkins - yea     
Turner - yea     	Gorth - absent		Caudill - yea       		     MC

*Motion to waive the readings of Resolution 2025-17 by Caudill, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

*Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-17 by Turner, seconded by Nichols
English – yea		Nichols – yea     	Hawkins - yea
Turner - yea     	Gorth – absent		Caudill – yea      		               MC

OLD BUSINESS:
 Mayor Suter reported that a planning commission meeting is being scheduled to discuss possible zoning changes involving chickens. Emily Supinger reported that the planning commission will need to decide on what recommendation they will make to council and then council will act on the recommendation. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 Mayor Suter reported receiving complaints about things happening around the village in the middle of the night and encouraged everyone to contact the sheriff’s office when issues arise.

PUBLIC INPUT: 
 Mariah Oberlin asked if the village has a curfew for juveniles. Mayor Suter noted that the village does have a curfew in place but it is difficult to enforce. 

Motion to adjourn at 7:21pm made by English, seconded by Caudill
English – yea		Nichols -yea		Hawkins - yea    	
Turner - yea      	Gorth – absent		Caudill - yea     		               MC



APPROVED BY:__________________________		
		     TIM SUTER, MAYOR	



ATTESTED BY:__________________________
                           BILL GILPIN, FISCAL OFFICER
