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[bookmark: _b2fzasn36m5k]Welcome Letter
Reign & Root Academy
 "Reign Where You Are Planted"
Dear Reign & Root Family,
Welcome to Reign & Root Academy! We are overjoyed to have you join our growing community where every child is seen, valued, and empowered to thrive just as they are. It is our honor to walk alongside your family on this incredible learning journey.
At Reign & Root Academy, we believe that every child was created with purpose and is uniquely gifted. Our mission is to nurture those gifts through student-centered learning, hands-on exploration, character development, and a deep commitment to each child’s social, emotional, and academic growth. We embrace neurodiversity, celebrate differences, and create an inclusive environment where all children—whether typically developing, autistic, or with other learning differences—can flourish.
We understand that as parents, you are your child’s first teacher, and we consider our partnership with you essential. Together, we will cultivate a learning environment that is loving, respectful, and responsive to each child’s individual needs.
Our handbook will serve as your go-to resource, providing you with important policies, daily routines, health and safety guidelines, and the values that guide our work. Please take time to read through it carefully and reach out if you have any questions or need further clarity.
Thank you for trusting us with your child’s growth and education. We are so excited to watch your child reign right where they are planted.
With love and gratitude,
 Dr. Danielle C. Eddins
 Founder & Director
 Reign & Root Academy







History & Philosophy

Reign & Root Academy was founded by an experienced educator and mother who never expected to raise neurodivergent children of her own. After years of working within the education system, it became clear that traditional settings often overlooked the unique needs, strengths, and voices of neurodivergent learners. Fueled by both professional expertise and personal experience, Reign & Root Academy was born out of a passion to reimagine early childhood education for all children—especially those who deserve to feel seen, valued, and celebrated.
Our philosophy is simple: every child is uniquely designed by God with gifts and potential that deserve to be nurtured. We are committed to creating an inclusive, faith-centered learning environment where neurodivergent and neurotypical children alike can thrive. At Reign & Root Academy, we believe in hands-on, student-led learning that encourages curiosity, creativity, and community connection. We center play, sensory exploration, outdoor learning, and cultural studies as essential to early development.
Our mission is to build a space where children are free to be themselves, where families are true partners, and where learning is joyful, meaningful, and rooted in the love of Christ.
 
Why We Exist
Traditional early childhood education settings (ages 0-5) often fail to provide truly inclusive, developmentally appropriate, and student-centered learning environments for autistic and neurodivergent children. Many schools rely on rigid behavioral interventions, exclude children with complex needs, or lack educators trained in neurodiversity-affirming practices. Additionally, limited access to nature-based learning and outdoor classrooms hinders holistic development, while parental engagement is often undervalued in the educational process.
My doctoral research directly addressed these gaps. Through my dissertation, I studied the implementation of Reign & Root Academy—a unique, inclusive early education playschool using a micro-school model designed to meet the needs of all learners. This study examined how a school like ours could offer:
· Inclusive education that fosters belonging for both neurodivergent and neurotypical children,

· Outdoor learning and nature study as core components of the curriculum,

· A student-centered, strengths-based model inspired by Howard Gardner’s multiple intelligences theory, Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and project-based learning,

· A parent partnership framework that positions families as co-educators in their child’s academic and social development.

The goal of my research was to evaluate how this kind of educational model would support academic, emotional, and social growth in young learners, while providing a sustainable, community-driven approach to early childhood education.
Currently, our program is operating as a home-based, family child care community with a strategic plan to expand into a fully functioning early education school in the future. We are rooted in a love for hands-on learning, making real-world connections, and encouraging children to be their truest selves—to learn in ways that bring them joy.
Reign & Root Academy upholds our school promise: “Private School Quality, Homeschool Values.” We partner with families who share our mission to provide a high-quality, personalized educational experience that benefits both children and their loved ones. Our neuro-affirming, culturally-affirming learning community fosters trust and ease, ensuring that every student feels seen, valued, and supported.
At Reign & Root Academy, we empower students to “reign where they are planted”—embracing their unique learning styles and growing at their own pace.
I am so glad you are here and have chosen to entrust our early education program to partner with you in the learning journey of your little ones! As the founder of Reign & Root Academy, I bring a deep passion for education, a strong background in special education and autism advocacy, and a commitment to fostering a learning environment where every child can thrive. With degrees in Early Childhood Education, Psychology, Special Education, Educational Leadership and Christian Education, my goal is to ensure that each student receives a high-quality, personalized learning experience that nurtures both their academic growth and personal development.
This handbook has been specially crafted for you, our parents! Inside, you’ll find all the essential information regarding our school's procedures and policies to ensure a smooth and enriching experience for your child.

Mission Statement

At Reign & Root Academy, we are committed to reimagining early childhood education by centering the brilliance of autism and empowering all children to grow, thrive, and reign where they are planted. We provide an inclusive, sensory-rich, and nature-inspired learning environment for children ages 2 to 6 years old, where social growth, individual expression, and meaningful communication are deeply valued. Rooted in Christian values and faith-based practices, we cultivate confident, purpose-driven learners who are equipped to lead with joy, resilience, and self-advocacy—for life.

Vision Statement
Our vision is to become a leading model of inclusive, faith-based early education that celebrates neurodiversity, honors each child’s individuality, and empowers families as partners in learning. We envision a future where every child—regardless of ability—feels seen, valued, and inspired to grow, lead, and reign with confidence in their God-given purpose.
 Our Educational Approach

At Reign & Root Academy, we merge the rigorous academic standards of private school quality with the personalized, values-driven approach of homeschooling. We believe children thrive when learning is meaningful, flexible, and rooted in both faith and family partnership. Our Philosophy of Education in Action looks like this:
[bookmark: _20otpyl32l16]Whole-Child, Comprehensive Curriculum
We nurture the academic, social, emotional, spiritual, and creative growth of each child—developing not just strong learners, but compassionate, purpose-driven individuals.
[bookmark: _jtym7r390k1]Small Class Sizes
We intentionally keep our class sizes small to ensure personalized attention, stronger relationships, and a safe, close-knit learning community.
[bookmark: _zb6ehnd6m1id]Individualized Learning
[bookmark: _7ft1v8h9f62k]We honor each child’s unique learning pace, interests, and abilities, offering differentiated instruction that empowers children to thrive on their own terms.
[bookmark: _ad8tsnngg8vg]
[bookmark: _1ukxmxrd01xu]Character Development
[bookmark: _bbpk4012ovvc]We are deeply committed to teaching Christian values, character, and integrity, preparing children to lead with kindness, empathy, and resilience.
[bookmark: _ccfl2tob5ldk]Parental Collaboration
We believe parents are a child’s first and lifelong teachers. We build strong partnerships with families, fostering open communication and shared decision-making.
[bookmark: _n6vmb9qyi07j]Non-Traditional Learning Structures
Our learning environment moves beyond rigid classroom models. We offer sensory-rich, project-based, nature-inspired, and play-centered experiences that make learning active, joyful, and relevant.
[bookmark: _v1wrxbrb8hp7]Student Agency
Children have a voice in their learning. We cultivate student agency, curiosity, and independence, empowering them to ask questions, make choices, and develop confidence.
[bookmark: _ksjlnvtlqs3r]Emotional Well-Being
We prioritize emotional regulation, social connection, and safe spaces for self-expression. Children are supported in learning how to manage their feelings, build friendships, and grow in self-awareness.
[bookmark: _gzqxnjwupaf6]Lifelong Learning Influence
We aim to ignite a love of learning that extends beyond the early years. By nurturing curiosity, critical thinking, and faith-filled purpose, we prepare children to be lifelong learners who reign where they are planted.
Core Values 
[bookmark: _jyw45sf0jjcv]Family First
We walk alongside families as partners, ensuring they feel empowered, supported, and deeply valued as the foremost experts on their children’s needs and strengths.
[bookmark: _9atwlh7cl1tn]Faith Focused
Christ is the center of all we do. Our teaching, relationships, and community are rooted in biblical truth, love, and grace, guiding our mission and daily practice.
[bookmark: _29cltusodjf0]Neurodiversity Centered
We celebrate and elevate the brilliance of autism and all ways of learning. At Reign & Root Academy, every child’s unique gifts are honored, nurtured, and embraced.
[bookmark: _uzw7okcfk36y]Advocacy in Action
We are bridge builders—connecting families, schools, and communities to vital resources, understanding, and inclusion. Our commitment is to empower voices and foster belonging beyond our walls.
[bookmark: _lt0glay7nqkz]Rooted in Joy
We cultivate joyful environments where children experience confidence, belonging, and freedom to grow as their fullest, most authentic selves.
Statement of Faith
At Reign & Root Academy, our foundation is built on the belief that every child is uniquely created by God, deeply loved, and intentionally designed with purpose and gifts that deserve to be nurtured.
We believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior, Teacher, and the center of our work. His life, love, and example guide how we serve children, partner with families, and build our community.
We are committed to creating a faith-filled learning environment where:
· Children are taught to love themselves and others with kindness, patience, and compassion.

· Families of all backgrounds are welcomed and respected.

· Spiritual growth is nurtured in developmentally appropriate ways through prayer, Bible stories, songs, and everyday experiences that reveal God’s love.

We do not force religious beliefs but gently invite children to explore who God is through age-appropriate, joy-filled learning that emphasizes love, community, grace, and curiosity.
At Reign & Root Academy, we believe that faith is lived out through how we love, how we serve, and how we care for one another.
Inclusion Statement
At Reign & Root Academy, we believe that every child is wonderfully made, uniquely gifted, and worthy of belonging. We are committed to building a learning community where all children—regardless of ability, race, culture, family structure, or faith background—are welcomed, celebrated, and supported.
Our program is specifically designed to center neurodivergent learners while embracing children of all learning styles and abilities. We do not discriminate on the basis of disability, developmental differences, race, ethnicity, gender, or family identity. Instead, we intentionally create spaces where diversity is honored and inclusion is lived out daily.
We affirm:
· All children deserve to feel safe, valued, and seen.

· Neurodivergent children should not have to conform to rigid expectations to be fully included.

· Families are essential partners in the learning journey.

At Reign & Root Academy, we are committed to learning, growing, and building a community where every child can truly reign where they are planted.
A Word from EEC

The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) is the agency that oversees our program, handles all licensing and accreditation processes. As the agency that licenses child care, EEC has quality standards for all programs to ensure high educational value, health, and safety. Having a license means that I have demonstrated that I meet the standards outlined in the EEC regulations.

To obtain a copy of the EEC standards for licensure approval, you may do so using this link:  https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/17/606cmr7.pdf

Our local EEC office may be contacted for our program compliance history at:


Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Early Education and Care
Metro Boston Office
500 Victory Road
Quincy MA, 02171


Staff Members 
At Reign & Root Academy, our team meets or exceeds the certification requirements set by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) for their specific roles. Currently, our Founder and Director, Dr. Danielle Eddins, serves as the lead educator. Dr. Eddins is Director II certified and brings years of professional experience in early childhood education, special education, and autism advocacy, as well as lived experience as a parent of neurodivergent children.
Dr. Eddins is committed to pursuing ongoing professional development that is intentionally selected based on the unique needs of the students enrolled at Reign & Root Academy. As our school community grows, all future educators will be expected to meet the same high standards of excellence and care.
We believe in dynamic teaching, reflective practice, and continuous growth to ensure we are always providing the best for our students. All staff members, including the Director, are certified in First Aid and CPR, maintaining the highest standards of safety and care in our learning environment.

The Daily Program
Reign & Root Academy operates Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Our program provides a structured yet flexible environment where children are greeted warmly upon arrival and encouraged to explore a variety of engaging, developmentally appropriate activities and learning centers that spark their curiosity and creativity.
We view children as active learners who build knowledge through hands-on experiences and meaningful discovery, rather than passive recipients of information. Our daily routine is designed to support this philosophy by fostering exploration, social interaction, and the practical application of emerging skills.
Reign & Root Academy is a year-round program that follows a calendar aligned with Boston Public Schools for major holidays and vacation periods. Parents will receive advance notice of any scheduled breaks, professional development days, or special events to help plan accordingly.
[bookmark: _v5e6q10b7j1]Sample Daily Schedule

	Time
	Activity
	Notes

	8:00–8:30
	Arrival & Table Time
	Quiet, choice-based morning starters (journals, puzzles, manipulatives)

	8:30–8:50
	Morning Meeting & Bible Focus
	Prayer, welcome songs, devotional

	8:50–9:20
	Play-to-Learn Centers
	Rotating: sensory, dramatic play, STEM, literacy, building

	9:20–9:35
	Snack Time
	Family-style, community focus

	9:35–10:00
	Circle Time
	Calendar, songs, read-aloud, Bible story

	10:00–10:45
	Arts & Craft or STEM Time
	Experience Early Learning Curriculum + art packs

	10:45–11:15
	Outdoor Play / Movement & Music
	Gross motor, games, nature exploration

	11:15–11:30
	Closing Circle / Small Group
	Skill-building games, reflection

	11:30–12:00
	Preschool Lunch
	Calming music, conversation

	12:00–1:00
	Rest / Quiet Time / Book Nook
	Sensory regulation, independent exploration

	1:00–1:30
	ABC Time / Journals
	Literacy-focused activities, fine motor tasks

	1:30–2:00
	Closing Circle & Pick-up Prep
	Review, affirmations, preparing to transition home


School Year 

Our school year runs from September through June. During this time, we focus on academic growth through play-based, hands-on learning experiences designed to foster curiosity and development in all areas.

Summer Program 
Our summer program runs July and August, with a special emphasis on outdoor learning. Most activities take place in our outdoor classroom, where children engage in nature-based play, exploration, and sensory experiences that connect them with the world around them.Our summer sessions will have weekly themed activities and we will use the summer to re-cap our core academics learned throughout our previous school year. 
Fees & Tuition Policy

Tuition at Reign & Root Academy is $1,140 per month. Families may choose from the following payment options for their convenience:
· Weekly: $285 per week, due every Thursday by 12:00 PM

· Bi-Weekly: $570 every two weeks, due on Thursdays by 12:00 PM

· Monthly: $1,140 per month (based on four weeks), due on the 1st of each month — this option is preferred for easier budgeting and consistency
** Tuition total will be adjusted for part-time students – 2 days is $114 and 3 days is $171 per week
Tuition fees secure your child’s enrollment and are not based on attendance. Full tuition is required even if your child is absent for part or all of the week.
A non-refundable enrollment fee of $75 is due at the time of contract signing to secure your child’s spot. Additionally, an annual curriculum fee of $75 is charged before the start of each new school year to support educational materials and activities.
A detailed fee schedule will be provided each year to assist families with planning.
Late Payments: Tuition payments received after the due date will incur a $25 per day late fee until the outstanding balance is paid in full.
All tuition payments must be made securely via the Brightwheel app.
** families who use vouchers are exempt from any additional fees

Curriculum & Assessment 

At Reign & Root Academy, we are dedicated to providing a high-quality early learning experience grounded in research and best practices. We have carefully selected the Experience Preschool Curriculum, a comprehensive, developmentally appropriate, and play-based program designed to nurture creativity, critical thinking, and foundational academic skills in young learners.
This curriculum emphasizes hands-on exploration, meaningful play, and real-world connections, aligning with our commitment to a student-centered and neuro-affirming learning environment. It supports the whole child by integrating cognitive, social-emotional, physical, and language development across engaging thematic units.
To enhance instructional effectiveness and family communication, the Experience Curriculum is fully integrated with the Brightwheel platform. This technology enables streamlined lesson planning, documentation of daily activities, and easy tracking of each child’s individual progress.
[bookmark: _vhvx2kgjrdyf]
[bookmark: _xgsxe7ybkll9]Assessments & Developmental Screening
Regular assessment is an essential part of our approach to early childhood education. It allows us to understand each child’s unique strengths, monitor developmental milestones, and tailor instruction to meet individual learning needs.
At Reign & Root Academy, we use the nationally recognized Ages & Stages Questionnaires® (ASQ-3 and ASQ:SE-2) as our primary screening tools. These assessments evaluate children’s developmental progress in key areas such as communication, motor skills, problem-solving, and social-emotional development. The information gained helps us identify areas where additional support or early intervention might be beneficial.
It is important to note that assessments at RRA are not used for grading or exclusion but serve as valuable tools to guide goal setting, inform teaching strategies, and support each child’s growth in a nurturing and inclusive environment.
Families receive regular summaries of their child’s assessment results and are invited to engage in ongoing conversations with educators. This collaborative partnership ensures that families are active participants in their child’s educational journey and helps us create personalized learning experiences that honor every child’s unique path.
Families will receive assessment summaries and have opportunities to discuss their child’s progress with teachers to ensure a collaborative approach to their learning journey.
[bookmark: _94qhc8ei9bte]Individualized Learning Plans & Progress Reporting
To provide personalized support, an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is created for each student at the beginning of the school year, based on initial assessments, observations, and family input. This plan outlines specific goals and strategies tailored to the child’s unique learning style, strengths, and needs.
The ILP is reviewed and updated annually to reflect progress and any new areas of focus. Additionally, families receive progress reports every three months (quarterly) to keep them informed of their child’s development and achievements. These regular updates foster ongoing collaboration between families and educators to ensure every child receives the support necessary to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.
Assessment and ILP processes are designed to be inclusive and supportive, never for grading or exclusion, but to empower each child’s growth in a nurturing, faith-centered environment.
Families are encouraged to engage actively in their child’s learning journey through open communication and partnership with our teaching team.
Enrichment 
At Reign & Root Academy, our enrichment program is designed to spark curiosity, creativity, and cultural appreciation through a variety of engaging, hands-on activities. Each day, children participate in rotating enrichment sessions that complement our core curriculum and celebrate diversity, innovation, and self-expression.
Our enrichment offerings include:
· Global Art: Exploring diverse artistic styles and techniques from around the world, encouraging creativity and cultural awareness.

· Global Eats: Introducing children to foods, cooking traditions, and nutrition from different cultures to broaden their understanding and appreciation of global communities.

· Biblical Character Study: children are introduced to the stories of the Bible through age-appropriate lessons that focus on the character and heart of key figures like Noah, Esther, David, and Jesus. Using songs, storytime, play-based activities, and simple memory verses, students will begin to understand important values such as kindness, bravery, obedience, and faith. Our goal is to help little ones see how they, too, can love God and others with their words, choices, and hearts—right where they are.
· Music & Movement: Activities that promote physical coordination, rhythm, and self-expression through singing, dancing, and playing instruments.

· Cultural Studies: Focused lessons highlighting the contributions of Black and Brown artists, inventors, and changemakers, nurturing pride, identity, and respect for diversity.

By weaving these enriching experiences into our daily routine alongside two outdoor learning sessions, we create a vibrant learning environment where children thrive academically, socially, and emotionally while honoring their unique backgrounds and talents.



Special Events

At Reign & Root Academy, we love bringing fun and learning to life by inviting special guests from our community to visit us throughout the year. These guests might include musicians who play songs and teach simple rhythms, storytellers who share exciting stories, artists who guide little hands in creative projects, cooks who introduce new foods, and movement instructors who lead gentle activities.
These visits help our youngest learners explore new sights, sounds, and experiences in a hands-on and joyful way. Special events are designed to be engaging and age-appropriate, sparking curiosity and supporting social and emotional growth. We’re excited to create these memorable moments that connect children to the world around them!
Child Guidance Plan 

At Reign & Root Academy, we believe in guiding children with kindness, respect, and patience to help them grow socially, emotionally, and academically. Our goal is to create a safe and supportive environment where every child feels valued and understood.
Our approach to child guidance includes:
· Positive Reinforcement: We focus on encouraging good behavior by recognizing and praising children’s efforts and successes.

· Clear, Consistent Expectations: We set simple and understandable rules that help children learn how to interact safely and kindly with others.

· Redirection: When a child’s behavior is challenging, we gently redirect their attention to a different activity or option that is more appropriate.

· Modeling Appropriate Behavior: Educators demonstrate respectful and caring behavior, teaching children how to express their feelings and solve problems calmly.

· Emotional Support: We help children identify and name their emotions, providing tools and strategies to manage feelings like frustration or sadness.

· Problem-Solving: When conflicts arise, we guide children through simple steps to communicate, listen, and find solutions together.

We do not use any form of physical punishment, humiliation, or exclusion. Our focus is on building trust and helping each child develop self-regulation skills at their own pace.
By partnering with families, we create consistent guidance strategies between home and school to best support each child’s growth.
Arrival & Dismissal
Children enrolled at Reign & Root Academy should arrive promptly at 8:00 AM and be picked up by 3:00 PM. Upon arrival, please walk your child to the front door of our family child care program—the door will be open for you. You will then sign your child in, help them put away their belongings in the designated area on the ground floor, and settle them for breakfast or free play. Please note, the classroom is located on the second floor of the house.
Parking is available directly in front of the gate; however, please avoid blocking the gate to ensure easy access for all families.
We ask parents to cooperate by picking up children on time. If you anticipate being late, please notify the school in advance. For your child’s safety, children will only be released to adults listed on the authorized pickup form. Any additional adult (18 years or older) must present a valid state ID or driver’s license and have prior written permission from the parent or guardian.
All children must be signed in upon arrival and signed out at dismissal. Specific morning dismissal procedures will be provided in a letter before school begins.
For everyone’s safety, please supervise your children closely during arrival and dismissal times. Children should not play, climb, or wander unsupervised on the school grounds. Keeping our grounds safe and well-maintained is a top priority at Reign & Root Academy.

Meals Provided

At Reign & Root Academy, we follow the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) guidelines to provide nutritious, balanced meals for your child. We serve breakfast, lunch, and two small snacks each day, designed to support your child’s growth and energy needs throughout their busy day.
We understand that every child’s hunger and appetite can vary, especially during active learning times such as small group activities or outdoor play. While mealtimes are scheduled, we also keep healthy snacks on hand—like fresh fruit or Goldfish crackers—to offer whenever a child feels hungry. This helps ensure your little one stays comfortable and focused without waiting for the next meal. Don’t worry about natural sugars in fruit; we incorporate regular tooth brushing to support healthy smiles.
Parents are welcome to send additional snacks in your child’s backpack if there are particular favorites or dietary needs you’d like to accommodate. Please notify us of any special dietary restrictions or allergies your child may have so we can plan accordingly.
Due to the increasing number of children with peanut and tree nut allergies, we maintain a strict nut-free environment. Nuts are never used in our curriculum activities or snacks to ensure the safety of all children.
We kindly ask that you send your child with a reusable water bottle clearly labeled with their name to keep them hydrated throughout the day.

SIDS and Safe Sleep

To reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), all infants will be placed on their backs to sleep, on a firm mattress, without any soft bedding or stuffed animals. We adhere to safe sleep practices, including the use of sleep sacks or wearable blankets instead of loose blankets, and ensure that sleep areas are free from hazards. Parents are encouraged to provide any special sleep preferences for their child, which will be discussed with staff upon enrollment.

Rest/Quiet Time
At Reign & Root Academy, we value rest and quiet time as an important part of each child’s day. To support each child’s well-being and daily rhythm, a designated rest/quiet time will be provided during the program day in our calm, cozy classroom on the second floor.
While children are not required to sleep, they will be encouraged to engage in calm activities such as listening to soft music, looking at books, or participating in other quiet, independent activities. This time allows children to recharge and transition smoothly through the remainder of the day.
We provide mats for those who wish to rest, and for children who prefer not to sleep, we offer soothing options like busy books or audio stories with headphones. Parents may provide a small blanket or comfort item for rest time if desired. If your child likes to have a special drink before settling down, please let us know so we can accommodate their needs.
Our goal is to create a nurturing, supportive environment where every child—especially neurodivergent learners—feels seen, respected, and comfortable. This is not just about following rules; it’s about adapting to each child’s unique rhythm and needs. At Reign & Root Academy, we celebrate each child’s individuality and work to inspire hope, joy, and growth every day.
Toys from Home
To help maintain a focused and safe learning environment, we kindly ask that children do not bring toys from home except on our designated Share & Care days. This helps us ensure that all children can fully engage in our activities without distractions, and it also allows us to keep track of belongings more easily.
We understand that some children benefit from having special comfort or calming items, especially during rest or quiet time. If your child has a favorite lovie, soft toy, or calming object that helps them feel secure and comfortable, please feel free to send it with them. These items support emotional well-being and are always welcome.
For the safety and well-being of all our students, please do not send any toys that depict guns, war, or violent themes.
Thank you for helping us create a nurturing and respectful space for every child to learn and grow.

Parent Involvement & Communication
At Reign & Root Academy, we deeply value strong partnerships with families and believe that open, consistent communication is key to providing the best possible experience for your child. We understand that parents have busy schedules, and we offer multiple ways for you to stay involved and connected.
Parent Involvement Opportunities:
· Parents are always welcome to volunteer in the classroom or during special events. To ensure smooth planning, please sign up in advance and let us know what activities you are interested in supporting.

· We host regular events such as Coffee Talk with Dr. D, a casual morning gathering from 7:30 to 8:00 AM, where parents can come early, enjoy coffee and donuts, and connect with staff and other families.

· Your participation and feedback are encouraged as we strive to create a nurturing and supportive learning environment for every child.

Communication Protocols:
 We prioritize clear, timely communication and offer the following guidelines to help maintain organization and responsiveness:
· Brightwheel app and text messages: For daily updates, quick questions, attendance notifications (such as if your child will be absent or arriving late), or sharing brief messages.

· Email: For detailed or sensitive topics such as discussing your child’s developmental progress, behavioral concerns, tuition or payment issues, enrollment questions, or any formal requests and documentation. We ask that these matters be communicated via email to ensure clarity and proper record keeping.

Examples:
· Brightwheel/Text: "My child will be absent today due to illness."

· Brightwheel/Text: "Please remind me about the upcoming field trip."

· Email: "I would like to schedule a meeting to discuss my child’s recent progress and social interactions."

· Email: "I am having difficulty with this month’s tuition payment and would like to discuss options."

Family Newsletter & Daily Communication:
· We send home a family newsletter regularly to keep you informed about upcoming events, curriculum highlights, and school news. Please check your child’s cubby box daily to stay up to date.

At Reign & Root Academy, our goal is to foster an open, collaborative partnership with you as we support your child’s growth together. Please never hesitate to reach out—we are here to listen, support, and work with you every step of the way.

Parent Visits

Parents and guardians are always welcome to visit Reign & Root Academy during program hours. We encourage open communication and believe that your involvement is vital to your child’s growth and development. To help us prepare and provide you with the best experience, please notify the staff in advance if you plan to visit.

Termination Policy
Reign & Root Academy reserves the right to terminate enrollment at any time for various reasons, including but not limited to:
· A child exhibiting serious behavioral issues that compromise the safety or learning environment of others,

· Consistent disrespectful behavior or lack of cooperation from a parent or guardian.

We are committed to working collaboratively with families to address concerns through open communication and support. However, if a resolution cannot be reached or if the situation becomes untenable, enrollment may be terminated with written notice.
Communication Policy
At Reign & Root Academy, we prioritize clear, consistent, and respectful communication with all families. To ensure the best care and learning experience for your child, all important communication must be properly documented.
[bookmark: _o1ms85vf16yk]Required Written Communication
For the accuracy of records and accountability, the following matters must be submitted in writing via email:
· Tuition concerns or payment arrangements

· Medical updates or changes to health information

· Behavioral concerns requiring discussion or follow-up

· Requests for conferences or formal meetings

· Any changes to pick-up/drop-off arrangements not previously authorized

[bookmark: _d4dva537lfd]Brightwheel App & Text Messages
The Brightwheel app and text messaging are the preferred methods for:
· Daily updates

· Quick check-ins or confirmations

· Notifying the program of absences, minor schedule changes, or illnesses

· General questions that do not require formal documentation

[bookmark: _h80dxgndq9k9]Verbal Communication
While face-to-face conversations and phone calls are welcome and encouraged for relationship-building and immediate concerns, all verbal communication must be followed up in writing through the appropriate channel (email, Brightwheel, or text) to ensure documentation and clarity.
[bookmark: _di99pkpbimav]Family Newsletters & Cubby Communication
Please be sure to check your child’s cubby box daily for important notes, newsletters, and updates. Family newsletters will also be sent home regularly to keep parents informed about upcoming events, curriculum highlights, and program announcements.

Behavioral Support Policy

At Reign & Root Academy, we believe that all behavior is a form of communication. Our approach to behavior is grounded in respect, patience, and a deep understanding of each child’s individual needs, especially considering our commitment to supporting neurodivergent learners.
We are not a program that uses punishment or exclusion as a response to challenging behaviors. Instead, we focus on teaching skills, supporting regulation, and building trusting relationships that help children thrive.
[bookmark: _da4s5ogb9qrb]Our Core Behavior Support Practices:
· Proactive Strategies:
 We create engaging, child-centered environments that minimize frustration and maximize success. Predictable routines, visual supports, and clear expectations help children feel safe and confident.

· Emotional Coaching:
 Teachers support children in identifying and expressing their feelings. We use strategies like modeling calm behavior, offering choices, and teaching problem-solving skills.

· De-escalation and Regulation:
 If a child becomes dysregulated, we provide access to calming spaces, sensory tools, or quiet breaks to help them self-regulate. We never force children to participate in activities when they need time to reset.

· Collaborative Problem Solving:
 When ongoing challenges arise, we partner closely with families to develop individualized behavior support plans that reflect the child’s unique needs. This process is built on open communication, consistency, and shared strategies between home and school.

[bookmark: _lkwtkvgahu8u]What We Do Not Use:
· We do not use time-outs as punishment.

· We do not shame, isolate, or exclude children.

· We do not use physical discipline or any form of verbal humiliation.

[bookmark: _3o7cvyt6pffs]Partnership with Families:
We believe that supporting behavior is a team effort. Families will be regularly updated on their child’s social-emotional progress and will be invited to collaborate in finding supportive solutions if concerns arise.
If outside resources or additional assessments are needed, we will respectfully make recommendations and help connect families to appropriate supports.
[bookmark: _8atpz7tje0q7]When Additional Support is Needed
At Reign & Root Academy, we are deeply committed to each child’s growth, comfort, and success. We understand that some behaviors may take time to work through, and we will always offer patience, guidance, and individualized strategies along the way.
If a child continues to experience challenges that impact their ability to safely participate in the program, even after consistent support and partnership with the family, we will come together for a thoughtful conversation. This is not about removing a child quickly—it’s about exploring what is best for the child, the family, and the community as a whole.
Together, we may:
· Schedule family meetings to revisit support plans and share observations.

· Offer additional modifications or accommodations within the program.

· Recommend outside support services such as developmental specialists, behavioral therapists, or family counseling, if appropriate.

· Allow for a temporary pause or shortened schedule if that would benefit the child’s well-being.

If, after trying these collaborative steps, it becomes clear that our program is not the best fit for the child’s needs, we will work closely with the family to create a compassionate transition plan to a setting that can better support the child’s success.
We want families to know:
· You will never be blindsided.

· You will always be included in the process.

· Our ultimate goal is your child’s flourishing—whether that’s with us or in another space where they can thrive.

We lead with empathy, integrity, and open hearts, and we are honored to walk alongside families on this journey.
Outdoor Safety and Supervision Plan
At Reign & Root Academy, outdoor learning and exploration are essential parts of our day. To ensure every child’s safety while outside, we maintain vigilant supervision, establish clear safety boundaries, and implement proactive strategies to prevent elopement (a child leaving the supervised area without permission).
[bookmark: _55l2k73s4dkz]Supervision Practices
· Staff maintain active, visual supervision at all times.

· The outdoor area is regularly inspected for safety hazards.

· Clear physical boundaries and visual markers help children understand the safe play area.

· Staff are trained in quick response procedures for elopement prevention and emergency situations.

[bookmark: _io06ni50dllk]Elopement Prevention
We understand that some children, especially those who are neurodivergent, may be more likely to wander. We take the following steps to support their safety:
· Conducting individual safety plans for children who may be at higher risk for elopement.

· Providing environmental supports like secure gates and clear visual cues.

· Building strong trusting relationships to support transitions and reduce anxiety.

· Carrying walkie-talkies or communication devices to quickly alert other staff if needed.

[bookmark: _mhmv58grxbfa]Family Partnership
We ask families to:
· Share any history of elopement or concerns about wandering during enrollment.

· Keep us informed of any changes in your child’s behavior that may affect safety.

Please know that your child’s safety is our highest priority. We are committed to working in partnership with families to create a secure, supportive environment where children feel confident to explore while being well protected.

Child Engagement and Sensory Support

At Reign & Root Academy, we believe that children thrive when they are fully engaged in meaningful, hands-on learning experiences that honor their unique ways of processing the world. We understand that each child has different sensory needs, learning styles, and preferences, and we intentionally create an environment that is responsive to those needs.
[bookmark: _15b5hkvjl056]Child Engagement
· Our learning environment is designed to be child-centered, play-based, and interactive, allowing children to explore, create, and lead their own learning in a safe, supportive space.

· We offer varied learning options and flexible seating to promote choice and comfort.

· Engagement is fostered through small group activities, open-ended materials, outdoor learning, enrichment experiences, and frequent opportunities for movement.

· Children are encouraged to participate at their own pace, with activities adapted to their developmental levels, interests, and learning profiles.

[bookmark: _4cy6wlis5qd7]Sensory Support
· We recognize that children may have sensory sensitivities or seek sensory input throughout the day.

· Our classrooms include sensory-friendly materials, quiet zones, fidget tools, weighted items, noise-reducing headphones, and calming visuals to support regulation.

· Sensory breaks are available at any time throughout the day, not just during designated periods.

· Movement and sensory play are intentionally woven into the daily routine through activities like outdoor learning, music & movement, and tinker time.

[bookmark: _ijks2wt9ji9]Individualization
· We work closely with families to identify each child’s sensory preferences and triggers and make accommodations as needed.

· Individual sensory plans may be developed for children who benefit from more targeted supports.

[bookmark: _y95osepg0si5]Our Approach
We approach all sensory and engagement needs with patience, flexibility, and compassion. Our goal is to create a space where children feel seen, heard, and valued just as they are — a place where their needs are not just accommodated but truly welcomed.
Health and Medical Disclosure

Parents must provide up-to-date health information, including any medical conditions, allergies, medications, or special needs their child may have, at the time of enrollment. It is crucial that we are informed about any medical or behavioral conditions that may require accommodations or additional support. This ensures that we can provide a safe and effective learning environment for your child. Any changes to this information must be communicated promptly in writing to ensure continued care and safety.
Behavioral and Developmental Concerns

RRA takes a proactive approach to addressing behavioral and developmental concerns. If a child exhibits challenging behaviors that impact their ability to participate in activities or affect the learning environment, we will work collaboratively with parents to develop a behavioral support plan. This may include additional strategies, interventions, and adjustments to the daily routine to meet the child’s needs. We also encourage open communication between parents and staff to ensure that the child receives the appropriate support to succeed in the program. Behavioral issues will be addressed with compassion and consistency, and any necessary interventions will be implemented following best practices in child development and behavior management.

Mandated Reporting

As required by law, all staff members are mandated reporters. This means that if any staff member suspects that a child has been abused or neglected, they are required to report it to the appropriate authorities. Our staff receives training on identifying signs of abuse and neglect to ensure the safety and well-being of all children in our care.

Monthly Coffee Talk w/ Dr. D

We have a monthly coffee and chat where parents can come to connect with other parents and the director. Dates will be posted in our monthly newsletter. Parental suggestions of topics and comments are always welcome. Parent input is always encouraged at our school in all matters. Final policy decisions will be made by the Director. If questions or concerns about school policy exist, the Director will provide a written explanation of her decision.  
Open Discussions with Teacher

Parents are always welcomed and encouraged to visit their child’s class. It gives you an opportunity to become acquainted with the staff and to share some “school time” with your child. You may visit our school any time however, you are to let the director know as we have children on the spectrum enrolled that thrive from routine and we have to prepare the class for transition to a new face. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Parent conferences are offered twice during the school year. These are offered in late Fall and early Spring. If at any other time you would like to meet to discuss your child with your child’s teacher, please let us know. Arrival and dismissal are not good times to engage in lengthy discussions. We can plan a meeting so it’s not rushed! Please also know that the Director has an open door policy. 

Child’s Records 

The information in your child’s record is confidential and will not be released to anyone without the parent’s prior knowledge and written consent. The school will forward information in a child’s record only when written parental permission is given.

If parents would like to have copies of information from their child’s folder, they may have them copied for a nominal fee.

EEC Reviews of Children's Files

The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) may review children's files during their scheduled visits to ensure compliance with state regulations and to ensure that your child’s information is up to date. Parents are encouraged to keep all information current and notify us of any changes.

Social Media & Confidentiality 

No parent for any reason should be taking pictures of children other than their own on school grounds. This regulation was updated for the protection of all children to protect their right to privacy by not allowing their faces to become publicly accessible or distributed. Our school is adhering to these strict guidelines to prevent any abuse or mishandling of the children’s photos.

However, those who have signed the social media, photo and video waiver will see their child appear on the website, social media channels, and marketing materials. No names or personal information on students will be shared online. 


Right Environment for Child 

At Reign & Root Academy, we are committed to providing a nurturing and inclusive environment where every child can grow and thrive. However, there may be times when a child needs additional support beyond what our small, individualized program can provide.
If a child is having difficulty participating successfully in the program, I will partner closely with the parent or caregiver to explore strategies, make reasonable adaptations, and support the child’s success. Open communication is essential during this process, and families will be invited to meet and discuss any concerns in a collaborative and respectful way.
Should there be a need for further evaluation or support—such as in the areas of language development, behavior, or sensory needs—I will provide referrals and trusted community resources. In some cases, if it is determined that a more therapeutic or specialized setting would better meet the child’s needs, I will work with the family to help ensure a thoughtful and supportive transition. This would only be considered after open dialogue and multiple efforts to support the child within the program.
My goal is always to work alongside families with care, prayer, and professionalism to find what’s best for each child.

Medical Forms

State regulations require us to maintain a medical record on each child and for the child to have a physical examination prior to admission to the program. All medical forms need to be completed before your child begins school. The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) has very strict regulations for which we must be in compliance. To continue to meet state regulations, a yearly physical (one year from your child’s previous physical), must be documented by your physician and given to the director for your child’s folder.

Children with Allergies & Special Accommodations

To ensure every child’s health and safety, families must inform Reign & Root Academy of any allergies or medical conditions before the child begins care or as soon as a new condition arises.
An Individual Health Care Plan (IHCP) is required for any child with a chronic medical condition, including allergies, asthma, seizures, or diabetes. This plan must be completed and signed by the child’s healthcare provider and parent/guardian. The IHCP will be reviewed by the director and kept in the child’s file.
If a child requires emergency medication (like an EpiPen or inhaler), parents must provide:
· The prescribed medication in its original container with a pharmacy label

· A completed medication consent form

· A current Allergy or Emergency Action Plan from the doctor

All medications must be up to date and will be stored safely on site according to state guidelines. Please refer to the “Medication Policy” section for more details on administration.
Working together helps us keep your child safe and supported every day.

Medicines
The health and safety of every child is a top priority at Reign & Root Academy. To follow state regulations and ensure the safe administration of medication, please carefully review the following guidelines:
🔸 Important: The first dose of any medication—prescription or non-prescription—must be given by the parent or caregiver at home.
 No staff member is permitted to administer a first dose under any circumstance.
[bookmark: _ujlr6y2l4pm5]Medication Drop-Off
· All medications must be handed directly to the Director.
 Never place medication in a child’s backpack, lunchbox, or cubby.

[bookmark: _p3h6w4au9acz]Prescription Medications
· Must be in the original prescription container with the child’s name, dosage, instructions, and prescribing doctor clearly listed.

· A Medication Consent Form must be completed and signed by the parent/guardian.

· Medication will be administered exactly as prescribed by the child’s healthcare provider.

[bookmark: _iv1lagld1qi5]Emergency Medications (e.g., EpiPen, Inhaler)
· Must be accompanied by a current Individual Health Care Plan and Emergency Action Plan from the child’s doctor.

· Must be clearly labeled, not expired, and readily accessible in case of emergency.

[bookmark: _2kteew214zwp]Non-Prescription Medications
· Must be accompanied by:

· A note from your child’s doctor including the name of the medication, specific dosage, and doctor’s signature

· A signed note from the parent or guardian

· The medication in its original, unopened container

· A completed Medication Consent Form

· Over-the-counter topical ointments or creams (e.g., diaper rash cream, sunscreen) do not require a doctor’s note, but still require a signed parent consent form.

[bookmark: _e246eh6fc5ur]Medication Storage & Records
· All medications are stored securely and labeled properly.

· A medication log will be kept for each child and will include:
 child’s name, name of the medication, dosage, time given, method of administration, who gave it, and any noted side effects. A photo of the child will be attached to the record.

· If a medication dose is missed or not given, it will be documented in an omissions log kept by the Director.
Illnesses 

If your child has been exposed to a contagious illness (i.e., chicken pox, COVID-19, influenza, etc.) at school, the school will notify parents by emailing you an informational sheet on the illness. If your child is injured at school, an accident report will be filed and a copy sent home in all cases involving any first aid treatment, and an injury log will be noted with the child’s specific injury. We do need a parent’s signature on the accident report to place in your child’s file.

When to Keep Your Child Home

For the protection of all children, your child should be kept at home if he/she shows signs of the following symptoms:  A temperature,  Diarrhea or vomiting,  A rash,  Discharge from ears/eyes , Your child should be fever free without medication (Tylenol, etc,) for 24 hours before they return to school.

 If your child contacts a highly contagious disease,( i.e., chicken pox, pinworms, salmonella, etc.), please contact the preschool immediately. Students with contracted illnesses such as COVID-19, flu, or anything contagious (lice, hand-foot-mouth, etc) cannot return to school without a doctor’s letter. We understand this can be an inconvenience but as a smaller school, our priority is to keep a safe space for all students and families that come in contact with us. 

Medical Emergencies 

In the event of an emergency or accident, we shall do our best to contact the parents of the child. If emergency treatment is deemed necessary 911 will be called and your child will be taken to the nearest hospital.

Unplanned Program Closures Due to Provider Illness
At Reign & Root Academy, I take your child’s health and safety seriously. While I strive to remain open and consistent, there may be rare occasions where an unplanned program closure is necessary due to illness in my home.
I will only close on short notice if:
· I am contagious and unable to safely interact with children (e.g., high fever, flu, COVID-19, strep throat)

· Someone in my household has a confirmed contagious illness such as COVID-19, requiring isolation per CDC guidelines

Families will be notified as early as possible via text, phone call, or email. If the closure extends beyond one day, I will remain in close contact to update you about reopening plans. I appreciate your understanding and partnership during these moments, and I will always prioritize the well-being of the children in my care.
Unexpected Closures Due to Contagious Illness in the Program
To prevent the spread of illness, Reign & Root Academy follows Massachusetts EEC guidelines and CDC recommendations for communicable diseases. If a child in the program is diagnosed with certain contagious conditions, I may need to close temporarily for cleaning, quarantine, or to prevent further spread.
Program closure or exclusion may occur in the case of the following illnesses:
· COVID-19

· Hand, Foot, & Mouth Disease

· Head Lice (Live lice only)

· Pink Eye (Conjunctivitis)

· Strep Throat

· Influenza (Flu)

· RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) – depending on severity or outbreak

· Vomiting/Diarrhea illnesses (e.g., Norovirus or Rotavirus)

· Ringworm

· Scabies

· Fifth Disease (Parvovirus B19) – if a pregnant individual or medically fragile person is part of the program

· Impetigo

In these cases, I will:
· Notify families immediately

· Provide guidance on when children can return

· Close for cleaning and disinfection if necessary, depending on exposure and risk level

· Follow isolation, exclusion, and return-to-care guidelines provided by the CDC and Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH)

[bookmark: _bfef3oi52h0w]Helpful Resources:
· CDC: Childhood Illness Guidelines
 https://www.cdc.gov/childcare/sick-children.html

· MA DPH: Infectious Disease Reporting & Childcare Exclusion Guidelines
 https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidelines-for-exclusion-of-children-from-child-care-facilities-schools-and-camps/download

· CDC: COVID-19 Guidelines
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html
Mandated Reporting

The Director of Reign & Root Academy is a mandated reporter and must by law report suspected child abuse or neglect to the Department of Children and Families.

Toileting Policy

We accept children who are not yet toilet trained. All children will be supervised in the bathrooms. No child will be punished for soiling his/her clothes. If a child should soil his/her clothes, the child will be changed and their soiled clothes put in a plastic, self-closing bag and sent home with a note. Please remember to always keep an extra change of clothes in your child’s cubby.

Lead Disclosure

There is no lead present in the property. We conduct regular checks for any peeling paint or debris, which are reviewed on a monthly basis to ensure a safe environment for your child.

Emergency Contingency Plan 

Reign & Root Academy is committed to keeping children safe in the event of an emergency. Because this is a home-based program with one provider, emergency plans are kept simple, effective, and easy to follow.
A cell phone is kept on the provider at all times to call 911 or notify emergency contacts as needed. Emergency forms, medications, and the first aid kit are stored in a designated location and will be taken during any evacuation.
[bookmark: _ys4hsvx32oqv]Evacuation Plan
In the event of a fire, natural disaster, or other situation requiring immediate evacuation:
· Children and the provider will leave the 2nd floor classroom by going down the stairs through the safety gates.

· Depending on the safest route, we will exit through:

· The front door (through the living room), or

· The back door (through the kitchen and down the back deck stairs into the backyard).

· Children will be guided to the edge of the lawn or a safe area away from the home.

· Attendance will be taken before and after evacuation.

· Parents will be notified as soon as everyone is safe.

· In case of a neighborhood emergency or extended evacuation, we will meet at the Roslindale Fire Department (4246 Washington St, Roslindale, MA).
[bookmark: _3t2et1gbwxr0]Loss of Power, Water, or Heat
If there is a loss of power, water, or heat, the program will close if conditions make the space unsafe or if basic needs cannot be met.
If this occurs before arrival:
· Families will be contacted via phone or text to let them know the program is closed.

If this occurs during care:
· Families will be contacted immediately and asked to pick up their child.

· If parents cannot be reached, approved emergency contacts will be called.

Short-term loss (under 1 hour):
· Water: Bottled water and wipes will be used for handwashing and diapering.

· Heat: Children will wear extra layers as needed.

· Power: Natural light and quiet activities will be used to keep children calm and safe.
[bookmark: _gk6l8f1wimsh]Shelter-in-Place Procedures
If it is safer to remain indoors (due to severe weather, chemical spill, or other hazards):
· Children and provider will move to a safe area away from windows and doors.

· Windows and ventilation will be closed.

· Attendance will be taken.

· Quiet, calming activities will be provided.

· Emergency supplies (snacks, water, wipes) are always on hand.

· All persons will remain in shelter until cleared by emergency responders.

Intruder response 

At Reign & Root Academy, safety is always a top priority. In the unlikely event of an intruder or unsafe situation, the following steps will be taken to protect the children:
1. Call 911 immediately.
 I will use my cell phone to alert emergency responders right away.

2. Secure the children.
 Children will be taken to the safest area in the home—either locked inside a room or, if possible, safely evacuated outside away from danger.

3. Stay quiet and calm.
 I will do everything possible to keep the children calm, quiet, and reassured.

4. Notify families and EEC once safe.
 After emergency personnel take control and it is safe to do so, I will contact parents and the Department of Early Education and Care.


Missing Child The safety of every child is taken seriously at Reign & Root Academy. Although extremely rare, if a child is unaccounted for, the following steps will be taken immediately:
1. As soon as I notice a child is missing, I will conduct a quick and thorough search inside the home, including closets, behind furniture, under tables, and in all accessible rooms.

2. If the child is not found inside, I will search outside the home and yard area immediately while continuing to call the child’s name calmly.

3. If the child is not located within 5 minutes, I will:

· Call 911 and report the missing child

· Call the child’s parents or emergency contacts

· Continue searching until emergency responders arrive

Because I am the only staff member, children remaining in care will stay with me in a safe, secured location in the home, and I will ensure they remain calm and supervised.
Reign & Root Academy does not take children off-site for field trips or outings, so this plan is specific to on-site emergencies only.
This emergency procedure is reviewed annually and updated as needed to comply with EEC regulation 7.08(6)(d) and to meet the needs of all children in my care.

Closings
Reign & Root Academy follows the Boston Public Schools (BPS) calendar for most weather-related and holiday closures.
· The program will be closed whenever BPS closes due to inclement weather.

· If BPS has a delayed opening, RRA will still open at our regular time of 8:00 AM.

· RRA is closed during all BPS vacation weeks and holidays.

[bookmark: _xbgt832w6yhf]Half Days
Because our regular hours are 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM, a "half day" at RRA means a shortened day ending at 12:00 PM (noon).
 If a half day is scheduled for any reason (e.g., professional development, early dismissal before holidays), parents will be notified in advance via text, email, or written notice.

Clothing

Due to the wide range of fun and hands-on activities, it is recommended that children be dressed in washable, comfortable clothing. Do not dress your child in very expensive clothes or clothing that needs to be dry- cleaned. SCHOOL TIME IS PLAY TIME! The school will provide smocks. Please dress your child in sneakers or shoes. Sandals or Crocs are not safe for running and climbing. Please avoid clothing with strings because they could get caught easily during play and present a choking hazard. Also, please avoid any jewelry that hangs and could get caught in play equipment or beads as they are choking hazards.

Children will have vests for any outings that require us to leave the property. They will also have RRA t-shirts for field trips! 

Extra Clothing

Water activities, sand play and occasional bathroom accidents necessitate that an extra set of clothing be kept at school AT ALL TIMES. All extra clothing should be marked with your child’s name. Send in an extra set of clothing with your child on the first day of school. Please always send back a fresh set of clothing if the extra set is used. 

Remember to check your child’s extra clothing bags before all school vacations which will keep the clothes appropriate for the season and make sure the clothes still fit as your child grows.

Outdoor Clothing

Please remember children are taken outdoors daily (as long as the temperature is 20 degrees or warmer). Please dress your child appropriately for outdoor play and label all outer clothing, boots, hats, jackets and mittens. 

Please do not send your children with jackets or boots with hanging strings. The strings can get caught in climbing equipment and become a safety hazard. Sneakers and boots with Velcro are highly recommended. Scarfs are also easily caught during play and should not be worn. 

Birthdays & Special Snacks

We celebrate birthdays at schools! Families will be informed beforehand if there are any allergies to considerfor currently enrolled students. Cake and ice cream is fine, but let's discuss beforehand as we want to keep snacks as healthy as possible and respect the entire classroom community's allergies and dietary restrictions. Thank you so much! 
Holidays & Celebrations 
RRA will celebrate holidays such as Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. We are a Christian-based school and do not celebrate Halloween. However, during the Fall season, we will have an outdoor “pumpkin patch” and school Harvest Fest. 

We also do three spirit weeks filled with fun activities and ending with a party of some sort (October, February, & April). 







Reign & Root Academy Closure Calendar
Holidays (Program Closed)
1. Labor Day – September 1, 2025 (Monday)
2. Indigenous Peoples Day – October 13, 2025 (Monday)
3. Veteran's Day – November 11, 2025 (Tuesday)
4. Thanksgiving Day – November 27, 2025 (Thursday)
5. Christmas Day – December 25, 2025 (Thursday)
6. New Year’s Day – January 1, 2026 (Thursday)
7. Martin Luther King Jr. Day – January 19, 2026 (Monday)
8. President’s Day – February 16, 2026 (Monday)
9. Patriots Day – April 20, 2026 (Monday)
10. Memorial Day – May 25, 2026 (Monday)
11. Juneteenth Day – June 19, 2026 (Friday)
 
Professional Development Days (Program Closed)
1. October 10, 2025 (Friday)
2. November 7, 2025 (Friday)
3. January 23, 2026 (Friday)
4. March 13, 2026 (Friday)
5. May 8, 2026 (Friday)
 
 Additional Closure Days (Program Closed)
1. Good Friday – April 3, 2026 (Friday)
2. Day Before Thanksgiving – November 26, 2025 (Wednesday)
3. Day Before Christmas – December 24, 2025 (Wednesday)
4. Day After New Year’s Day – January 2, 2026 (Friday)
5. Day After Thanksgiving – November 28, 2025 (Friday)
6. Full Week Vacation – June 15–19, 2026 (Monday to Friday)
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