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You’re back! Welcome. How’ve you been? We’ve been waiting for you to 
join the rest of us year-round Sports Reporter folks for another football 
season that kicks off with 44 College Football games in this week’s issue. 
Next week, of course, we’ll have NFL Week 1 coverage and about 49 Col-
lege Football games. Yahoo, and away we go!

For your information, rules changes for 2018 in College Football include:

Fair catch on kickoffs
Any kickoff fair caught inside the 20-yard-line will result in the offensive 
series beginning at the 25-yard-line. In other words, returners get rewarded 
for doing nothing. Geniuses, these rules people. They didn’t like how kick-
ers lofted balls inside that area to help get better field position. Why reward 
strategy when you can make the game less interesting by eliminating it?

Penalty enforcement on field goal plays
New option for the offense after the defense commits a personal foul or 
unsportsmanlike penalty on a field goal try: Keep the 3 points, penalty 
enforced on kickoff. This matches the rule for defensive penalties on TD 
plays. Why didn’t they think of this before? Probably because they were 
busy thinking up ways to influence outcomes by penalizing celebrations.

Blocking Below the Waist
The alterations are too complicated to explain. You’ll find out what they are 
when a highly ranked team is in danger of losing a game, and the referees 
apply this penalty to the underdog in the fourth quarter to help the favorite 
come back and win.

Cap-Cam
Any official can wear a “cap-cam,” if it’s approved by the two teams and 
the official’s conference. I want to see cap-cam footage when it captures 
the line judge checking his online sportsbook account on his Smart Phone.

Speaking of Smart Phones and online accounts, as you know, sports 
wagering has been given a green light to be legalized on a state-by-state 
basis. We really don’t want to talk much about “what it means,” like the 
media does. It’s early. Let it play out. So far, only Delaware and New Jersey 
have been added to the single-game short list that previously included 
only Nevada. Mississippi, West Virginia and Pennsylvania are expected to 
be next. You have to figure that any state that hasn’t started yet is taking 
its time because the politicians are figuring out who among them can 

line their deep and dirty pockets with this new money. In Pennsylvania, 
the sports betting bill calls for an astronomically high 36% tax on sports 
betting revenue, after an outlet – limited to current gaming license holders 
-- pays $10 million for a license! Wow. It’s illegal to fix sporting events, 
but not illegal for politicians to rig the new commerce being established 
around it. In Nevada, sports betting revenue is taxed at only 6.75%. The 
ridiculously high tax in Pennsylvania could be seen as a deterrent, so 
that the state can eventually step in and run sports betting with political 
favors. “With a 36 percent tax and a $10 million license fee, there are other 
states that are more interesting to us,” said Dan Shapiro, vice president of 
business development of William Hill US., in July. “It’s just not something 
we’re looking at seriously right now.” But then, in August, his company 
became the first (and, so far, only) to apply for a license in Pennsylvania 
(but not in time to take football action). So, everybody’s full of crap.

As the stigma associated with sports betting fades, you can expect bad 
alleged sportswriters and sportscasters, and a few good ones (of which 
there aren’t many) to talk about it more frequently and expose how little 
they know about the subject. At CBS Sports online, they were already 
trying to tell people that if Notre Dame beats Michigan, in South Bend, as a 
mere 1.5-point underdog, it would be an “upset.” So now that Notre Dame 
is favored -1, I supposed they’re trying to tell people that if Michigan wins, 
it will be an upset? Somebody online also explained that Wyoming -6 vs. 
New Mexico State would be a very likely winner (it was), but because 
Wyoming was the favorite, you couldn’t win much money betting that 
side. What the? Why are these people allowed to communicate? Beware. 
A tide of rube-generated misinformation is swelling. But you’ll also see 
sportsbook managers quoted more frequently about how much action 
they are supposedly getting on sides from “sharps,” and from “the public.” 
Believe it when they show you the actual exact figures in print, and a list 
of who these “sharps” and “public” people are. When this happens, it will 
be for the first time in history. Because…everybody’s full of crap.

So, as you know, Hawaii, the worst pointspread team in the universe over 
the last three seasons (top of page 128 of the Zone Blitz, in an article that 
encourages people to take a long look at the “Worst” and “Best” three-
season ATS performers for opposite-way consideration), travels into altitude 
for an outright win that was never in doubt at +16. Big lean to Hawaii in the 
Midweek Update, also a Premier Phone Service release. They weren’t sitting 
with their thumbs up their butts all Spring and Summer, waiting to practice 
their new offense for the first time in a real game! – Bobby Smith, Editor

COLLEGE FOOTBALL KICKS OFF!
BEST BET, RECOMMENDED Action for 2018 Week 1!
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Okay, how did teams on the College Football 3-Year ATS Worst list make 
out in Week 1? Hawaii, whose three-season ATS percentage entering 
the season was 25.7%, won outright again. Utah State and South Ala-
bama covered. You can’t count the Cincinnati/UCLA or Kent State/Il-
linois games because all four are on the list and they played each other. 
Arizona and Texas State did not cover. They still stink. We’re not count-
ing the “extra board” games. 

From the 3-Year ATS Best list, Wisconsin, who is tied with Temple for 
best ATS percentage in that span, lost against the spread. (Temple lost 
outright at -14.5 on the extra board) Oklahoma and Northwestern won. 

So, it’s Week 1 in the NFL, 2018. Who’s gonna win the Super Bowl? 
Ask me after the AFC and NFC Championship Games in January, when 
the line is out and the match-ups can be evaluated. I mean, sure, future 
book wagering can be fun, but let’s get serious. We’re on a week-to-
week deal here.

I like coaching connections in football. Although the media has begun 
to pick up on them more frequently, they can still fly a tad under the 
radar. You know what I’m taking about right? When a coach on one 
team has a recent history of employment with the opponent, or a period 
of history with an important coach or coordinator on the other side. In 
recent years, football coaches have taken away some good scheduling 
opportunities for betting, by lobbying their leagues and getting their way 
about things that had previously made their overpaid jobs harder. Like 
NFL non-conference games sandwiched between intra-division games. 
In case you haven’t noticed, there are a lot fewer of those types of spots 
than there were back in the day. Instead, non-conference games are 
often clustered together in a team’s schedule, for fewer “look-aheads.” 
NFL head coaches are the worst. Followed by college head coaches. 
They all preach being competitive and going all-out on every play, but 
they don’t want to compete against what they perceive as unfairness. 
What a bunch of hypocrites. The heck with those SOBs, right? So, when 
they take away some of your pet angles, you gotta go out and find oth-
ers. Bill Belichick was a Super Bowl winning defensive coordinator with 
the Giants, who has guided the New England Patriots to a bunch of Su-
per Bowls with an offensive-minded team. His defensive clutching and 

grabbing tactics were taken away. Did he moan? No. He adjusted. Now, 
the Patriots have succeeded by running illegal pass routes with deflated 
balls, supported by illegal video procurement. Or so some say. What-
ever. New rules were set, yet he and his team still managed to thrive. 

Anyway, back to coaching connections. There’s an interesting little web 
woven in the make-up of Jon Gruden’s Oakland Raiders coaching staff, 
as it pertains to their opening Monday Nighter against the road-favorite 
Rams. Greg Olson, new Raiders’ offensive coordinator, was the offen-
sive coordinator for the Rams last season. That, of course, was L.A.’s 
sudden, breakout year under then-first season head coach Sean McVay. 
(Right there, you have to figure that the Rams’ playbook has been un-
der intense scrutiny through the off-season by the Raiders’ defensive 
people.) Speaking of McVay, the NFL’s youngest head coach, his first 
NFL coaching job was assisting wide receivers for Gruden’s 2008 Tam-
pa Bay Bucs, whose offense was coordinated by Olson. McVay’s next 
coaching job was quality control/wide receivers with the Florida Tuskers 
in the short-lived United Football League. His boss there was Gruden’s 
brother, Jay, the offensive coordinator. After Jay Gruden had moved on-
ward and upward into the NFL to eventually become head coach of the 
Washington Redskins, he promoted McVay, already on the Washington 
staff as tight ends coach, to offensive coordinator. Very interesting, as 
Arte Johnson used to say on Laugh-In. The pupil, McVay, is favored by 
more than a field goal on the road here, with two of his mentors on the 
other side for the first time for the underdog, in what is essentially the 
Rams’ least important game of the season -- non-conference road, and 
with the division-rival Cardinals, home, on deck.

Sportswriting fool of the week
Mike Clay -- ESPN Writer 
“During the past decade, 109 NFL teams have won 10 or more games 
in the regular season...For that reason, we decided to scan the entire 
league and draw up the recipe for how each team can get to 10 wins.”

Wait! Don’t bother! I can explain how, in less than 25 words!: Score 
at least one more point than the opponent in 10 of 16 regular season 
games! Runner-up Fool of the Week: the guy who picked Wyoming 
and Troy on these pages. -- Bobby Smith

NFL WEEK 1 IS HERE!
And with it, your Week 2 COLLEGE FOOTBALL action!
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If I was a subscriber, my reply to that headline would be: “Big friggin’ 
deal! Do it again next weekend, and then again the weekend after that. 
We don’t want NFL outcomes that could have been busted in the final 
minute. You should have highlighted Baltimore, over Buffalo! We want 
to win 47-3, not these cheesy Jaguars and Browns life-and-death at the 
end scenarios!” To which, as director of this operation, I would respond, 
‘You’re darn right!’

Teams on the College Football “Worst” three-season ATS list who played 
main-board Week 2 games: Hawaii (L), Arizona (L), East Carolina (W), Con-
necticut (L), Kansas (W), UCLA (W), South Alabama (L), Charlotte (W), Cin-
cinnati (W), Utah State (W). That’s 6-4 for the “Worst” teams, which is kind 
of the way it’s supposed to be. Teams on the “Best” three-season ATS list 
who played main-board games: Temple (L), Wisconsin (L), Oklahoma (L), 
Northwestern (L), South Florida (W), Clemson (L), Eastern Michigan (W), 
Iowa State (L). That’s 2-6 ATS for the “Best” teams, which is kind of the way 
it’s supposed to be. Just keepin’ everyone on their toes. Who’s the SR dope 
who didn’t follow to his own company’s info, and picked Clemson?

I’m reading a book called “The Signal and The Noise: Why So Many Pre-
dictions Fail – But Some Don’t,” by Nate Silver. I don’t necessarily like all 
the percentage stuff that Silver puts out from his FiveThirtyEight.com (‘This 
thing has a X% chance of happening.’). I also don’t care for all the imitators 
of his style (you know, like Seth Walder and his lame-o material on espn.
com, with his beloved fraud of an FPI and his, ‘According to FPI, this team 
just improved its chances of making the College Football Playoff from 23% 
to 45%!’). After all, a person is predicting absolutely nothing – repeat, abso-
lutely nothing -- by saying that something has, for example, a 70% chance 
of happening. He himself might actually believe strongly in the supposed 
30% chance of it happening. You follow what I’m saying? On Wheel of 
Fortune, the wheel has an 11-1 chance of stopping on “Bankrupt,” which 
is about 90% against. But just because the odds are against it happening, 
doesn’t mean it won’t happen. Hey, it happens!

However, what I like about Silver’s book is that it calls out the media for 
its endless stream of bullcrap. Some readers complain that I criticize the 
sports media too much. But Silver wrote this national bestseller, in which a 
lot of the content blasts the media for not knowing much about what it cov-

ers. That’s exactly how I describe the sports media. So, I won’t be apologiz-
ing. One early chapter in Silver’s book is called, “Are You Smarter Than a 
Television Pundit?” He used coverage of the 2008 Democratic Presidential 
primary race between Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama – which errone-
ously treated an eventual H. Clinton nomination as a given -- as an example. 
“A lot of the coverage was vapid,” he wrote (vapid meaning, “offering noth-
ing that is stimulating or challenging”). “There was an obsession with de-
termining which candidate had “won the day” by making some clever quip 
at a press conference or getting some no-name senator to endorse them – 
things that 99% of voters did not care about… Political news, and especially 
the important news that really affects the campaign, proceeds at an irregular 
pace. But news coverage is produced every day. Most of it is filler, packaged 
in the form of stories that are designed to obscure its unimportance.”

Aha! Simply substitute “sports news” for “political news,” in that quote, and 
the statement would remain on target. That’s the general sports media in a 
nutshell, especially the sector of it that thinks it’s in the prediction business, 
when it’s not. Hey, wait a minute! Silver’s book was published in 2012. My 
book, “How to Beat the Pro Football Pointspread,” was published in 2008, 
with Chapters 4 and 5 entitled, “Challenging the General Football Media,” 
and “Challenging the Football Handicapping Media.” I was four years ahead 
of this guy. Neophyte! Late-comer! Coattail rider!

I forget which game I was watching on Saturday, but when Nebraska was 
scoring a bunch of touchdowns in a row in the first half against Colorado, 
they kept switching back to the studio to show tape of the Huskers’ scoring 
plays. You should have heard the other game’s announcers when the studio 
sent it back to them. ‘Oh, look, everyone love Nebraska! Sea of red! Revival! 
Scott Frost! Amazing! The score will keep rolling in that direction!’

Well, Scott Frost is a good coach and great recruiter, with a mighty fine 
playbook. However, the eventual final score?: Colorado by 5. What’d it say 
in Sports Reporter? Underdog Colorado over Nebraska, by 6? Do you think 
these sports media Hype Train drivers will ever learn that the length of a 
football game is 60 minutes of game clock?

Meanwhile, they really need to stop with these lightning delays. Enough 
is enough. Play the damn games. – Bobby Smith

NFL OPENING SUNDAY SWEEP!
College, Pro BEST BETS w/Midweek Update 6-2 Last week!
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In main-board action last week from the Best and Worst Three-Season 
ATS lists in College Football were:

WORST
T Hawaii +7
W Kansas -2.5
L UCLA +2.5
W Illinois +9.5
L Kent St. +31
W Charlotte +2

Texas State and South Alabama played each other, so that doesn’t 
count.

BEST
W Temple +14
L Wisconsin -22
L Northwestern -21
L South Florida -9.5
L Clemson -32
L Eastern Michigan +3

Oklahoma and Iowa State played each other, so that doesn’t count.

So, what did we have as a result? Betting on the worst teams went 
3-2-1. Not sensationally strong, but not the way of the so-called ‘trend,’ 
either, which was previously about 33% on those teams, combined. 
Betting against the best teams went 5-1. So, once again, if you start 
a season betting on the worst spread teams from the last three years, 
and betting against the best spread teams from the last three years, you 
probably will not get hurt, and you’ll probably be at least a little ahead.

Let’s not forget about the NFL. On Page 40 of the Zone Blitz, we cited 
Miami and Cleveland as the two Worst Three-Season teams vs. the 
spread. They both covered on opening day, and they both covered on 
Week 2 Sunday. Is this surprising? No, not at all. So, the two absolute 
worst teams, who point-spread loggers were telling you were death to 
bet on, are now 4-0 ATS. Hey, even the Washington Post gets involved. 

Look at this guy, from just before the NFL regular season began:

Neil Greenberg – Washington Post:
“Gamblers are flocking to the Cleveland Browns. They should probably 
stop. The Browns have been cold death for bettors the last two years 
and will continue to be this season.”

We’ll see about that, fancy boy. If the Browns, now 2-0 ATS and pro-
jected to be “Good” by us, finish as serious losers ATS, then I’ll apolo-
gize. But why don’t you tell your alleged newspaper to stick to news 
coverage? Probably because they’re not good at that either, and are 
trying to branch out!

Meanwhile, the two Best three-season ATS teams in the NFL, Minne-
sota and New England, opened with Week 1 covers by the skin of their 
teeth vs. San Francisco and Houston. Then, in Week 2, both Minnesota 
and New England lost against the spread. 

The point is that the “trend” does not stop at how teams have done 
the last three years. The trend is actually, “The best three-season ATS 
teams tend to worse the next season,” and, “The worst three-season 
ATS teams tend to do better the next season.” Anyone who stops at 
the three-season number and leaves it there, without doing follow-
up, and calls themselves a handicapper, is, in fact, not handicapping. 
But as far as making useless lists goes, it’s very appropriate, right up 
there with something like, “Ranking the Best Wide Receivers in the 
AFC West.”

By the way, before you get surprised when it happens for the first time 
this season and you’re expecting a final-play extra point to either save 
you or kill you, be aware of the new change in NFL policy:

No PATs at end of regulation
Teams are no longer required to kick a meaningless extra point, or kneel 
down, after a score on the final play of regulation. This situation arose 
in the divisional round of the 2017 playoffs, after the Minnesota Vikings’ 
game-ending 61-yard TD. The Vikings kicked the point, but this is no 
longer necessary. -- Bobby Smith

College Football SUPER BEST BET!
NFL picks (including Midweek Update) 8-3 so far.
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To show you again how the media distorts things via its desperate in-
tention to try to shock people about things that aren’t shocking -- as if 
you really needed more examples of this nonsense -- this was espn.
com’s take on the Browns’ win against the Jets last Thursday night:

“…Rookie QB Baker Mayfield brought the Browns back from a 14-0 
deficit to prevail, snapping a 19-game winless streak dating back to 
Dec. 24, 2016 -- a span of 635 days.”

I’m surprised it wasn’t reported as the Browns’ first win in 15,240 
hours. With hours, they’d get to use a much larger number than 635. 
But using days, of course, is ridiculous in the first place. NFL teams 
don’t play every day! Most of them don’t play at all in the eight months 
(about 240 days) from New Year’s Day through Labor Day! They don’t 
have an opportunity to snap a losing streak on six of the seven days 
in any given week, in-season. But hey, ‘Let’s report Cleveland’s win-
less streak as if it happened in days – 635 of them! -- because people 
will be so completely impressed about us letting them know that they 
were witness to such incredible, astounding, history!’

I saw some clown of a football writer in New York call the Jets’ loss at 
Cleveland “absolutely humiliating.” Gee, I didn’t know that it was ab-
solutely humiliating for a 3-point road underdog to lose a game by 4 
points! I guess if the Jets had lost by 21 points, he’d have had to use 
a thesaurus to discover more damning adjectives. This was the guy 
who thought Ben McAdoo was a great hire by the Giants because of 
what he could do with Eli Manning, by the way. Ha-ha.

Speaking of the overblown, ridiculous phrase, “We are witness to his-
tory,” that guy who hosts NFL Red Zone was at it again. He stopped 
the action to overhype something about Pat Mahomes’ number of 
touchdown passes being “the most, ever, by a rookie, in his first three 
games!” And, the dreaded, “A record!” Hey, goofball, what’s the re-
cord for most touchdown passes by a third-year quarterback in the 
first seven games? Remember when this guy was stopping the high-
lights a few years ago to tell us all about the “big passing yardage” 
records Cam Newton was setting when he was a rookie? Give us all 
a break, man. History happens all the time. History is every second 

of every day, for everybody. Fake history is what these fools hype 
with their compilations of individual statistics in a team game, which 
mean nothing. It’s boring trivia. Dude, tell us something like, “That 
Chiefs’ touchdown has driven the Total past 55.5 for an early Over!” 
That would actually be meaningful to a lot more people. Except you 
wouldn’t have to say it. We’d already know it.

In main-board action last week from the Best and Worst Three-Sea-
son ATS lists in College Football were:

WORST
W Arizona -4.5
W ECU +20
L Connecticut +29
W Texas State +8
L Kansas +7.5

BEST
W Temple -7.5
W Wisconsin -3.5
L Oklahoma -28

Betting on the supposed “worst” teams went 5-5-1. Note that these 
teams were about 33% ATS as a group the last three seasons, com-
bined. Betting against the best teams went 3-4, not as good as the 
5-1 of last week. But this was approximately a 65% ATS group the 
last three seasons. No way it gets that close in 2018, and it will strug-
gle to be .500 (which loses money, by the way). 

In the NFL Week 3, we had a repeat scenario from Week 2. Miami 
and Cleveland – cited in the 2018 Zone Blitz as the two Worst Three-
Season NFL teams vs. the spread, both covered the spread again. 
Both had covered on opening day, and both had covered on Week 2 
Sunday. They are now 6-0 ATS combined! Meanwhile, the two Best 
three-season ATS teams in the NFL, Minnesota and New England, 
went down in flames in Week 3. The Vikings and Patriots also lost vs. 
the spread the week before. They are now 0-4 ATS the last two 
Sun-days, after covering by hairs on opening day. – Bobby Smith

BEST BET Underdogs and more!
Top NFL picks are 12-5 this season...

L Illinois +27.5
W South Alabama +31.5
L Charlotte +7
W Kent St. +28.5
L Cincinnati -8
T Utah State -10

L South Florida -20
W Clemson -18
W Eastern Michigan +12
L Iowa State -18.5
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Wk ATS 
Mar Yr W Team Site Yr 

L Opp Line

4 +22’ 1 Florida at 1 Tennessee -3’
3 +21’ 2 Fresno St. at 1 UCLA -2’
3 +26 3 Syracuse h 1 Florida St. 3
3 +34 3 North Texas at 1 Arkansas 7
1 +28 3 Virginia Tech at 1 Florida St. 7
4 +28 4 Michigan h 1 Nebraska -18
2 +22’ 4 Houston h 1 Arizona -4’
2 +25’ 6 Kentucky at 1 Florida 14’
3 +29 2 San Jose St. at 1 Oregon 42
4 +30’ 6 Kentucky h 1 Mississippi St. 9’
1 +26 2 Cincinnati at 1 UCLA 17
1 +23’ 7 Akron at 1 Nebraska 23’
4 +26’ 3 Maryland h 2 Minnesota -2’
2 +21’ 5 Vanderbilt h 2 Nevada -9’
3 +33’ 12 Alabama at 2 Mississippi -21’
1 +28 2 Oklahoma h 2 Florida Atl -21
4 +24 5 Army at 2 Oklahoma 31
2 +21’ 5 Boise St. h 2 Connecticut -33’
1 +23 1 Arizona St. h 3 Tex San Antonio -19
3 +36’ 2 Temple at 3 Maryland 15’
2 +23’ 2 Cincinnati at 5 Miami OH 2’
3 +34’ 2 Florida Int h 5 Massachusetts -4’
1 +22 2 Mississippi at 6 Texas Tech 2
1 +20’ 2 Minnesota h 6 New Mexico St. -17’
3 +24’ 3 BYU at 4 Wisconsin 21’
0 +23 3 Hawaii at 4 Colorado St. 14
4 +20’ 3 South Carolina at 5 Vanderbilt -2’
4 +27 3 North Texas at 7 Liberty -13
1 +29’ 3 Hawaii h 11 Navy 11’
4 +22’ 4 Buffalo at 3 Rutgers -6’
3 +38’ 4 Kansas h 3 Rutgers -2’
2 +28’ 4 Kansas at 4 Central Michigan 4’
1 +25’ 5 Boise St. at 4 Troy -10’

2 +37’ 5 Penn St. at 4 Pittsburgh -7’
2 +22 5 Applchn St. at 6 Charlotte -14
1 +24’ 5 Vanderbilt h 13 Middle Tenn -3’
1 +25 6 Colorado n 4 Colorado St. -7
4 +23’ 6 Purdue h 6 Boston College 6’
2 +24’ 6 Utah St. h 6 New Mexico St. -22’
2 +26’ 7 Ball St. at 9 Notre Dame 34’
3 +26 7 Akron at 13 Northwestern 21
4 +38 7 Texas Tech at 14 Oklahoma St. 14
4 +22 9 Notre Dame at 5 Wake Forest -7
2 +38 9 East Carolina h 7 North Carolina 16
4 +41’ 10 Old Dominion h 3 Virginia Tech 27’
3 +20’ 14 Oklahoma St. h 5 Boise St. -2’

SUPER BEST BET Inside!
All College and NFL games covered with a

Wk ATS 
Mar Yr W Team Site Yr 

L Opp Line

Thanks, NFL. We can always rely on your antics for a good humbling 
every now and then. Thanks a lot, you SOBs. We’ll get you back later.

Meanwhile, I’d been disappointed in the lack of easy college football 
winners here so far. Before last weekend, I went back and looked at all 
the three-touchdown or higher blowouts vs. the pointspread that hap-
pened during the first four weekends. There were 46 of them. We were 
on way too few. I noticed that 24 of the 46 (52.6%) involved a Year One 
or Year Two head coach on at least one of the sides. We’ve touched on 
this before, but it has been a while. Volatility within a program tends to 
be highest in the earliest stages. If you count up the 1s and 2s in the 
ATS W and ATS L columns, you’ll notice that the vast majority of the 
blowouts involving this situation were losses (18) by the Year 1 or Year 
2 sides. That’s where you have the teams currently in dire straits, like 
UCLA, Nebraska, and a few others, who suffered lots of transfers and 
whose players must endure the trials and tribulations of adjusting to new 
coaches and systems. 

I often say that you shouldn’t go out searching and scratching your head 
for winners. You should know where to look in order to find them. So, 
we’ll have to do a better job of dipping into the winning well for 
more stress-free covers. -- Bobby Smith
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SUPER BEST BET on Saturday!
Iowa drilled Minnesota, here comes another

Do you know what fascinates me? You’ll never guess, so I’ll tell you. 
The phenomenon whereby football teams that get blown out against 
the spread, or blow out an opponent vs. the spread, achieve the reverse 
margin vs. the spread within a couple of weeks. There are multiple in-
stances of in-season form reversals every year. It should make it easier 
to pick easy winners, but gauging when the reversal will take place isn’t 
as easy as it seems, even though we know that it’s probably coming. 
There’s a tendency to think, “Well, Virginia Tech beat the spread by +28 
points against Florida State, surely they will not fail miserably vs. lowly, 
winless Old Dominion. I’ll just lay the 30 points, wait three hours to col-
lect my money and have another reason for being glad to be an Ameri-
can.” Or, “Old Dominion is that team that missed the pointspread by 
-49 points in their opener vs. Liberty, in Liberty’s first FCS game, right? 
Nobody in their right mind would bet on that team. Let some nut take 
the 30 points, not me.” Old Dominion covered Va. Tech by +41.5 points, 
and then Va. Tech went out and covered Duke by +21.5 points, which 
combined with their +28 vs. Florida State to offset the ODU stain.

“Akron beat the spread by +26 at Northwestern recently. Surely, they 
will crush Miami-OH at home off a bye week.” Nope. Akron missed the 
spread by -28 vs. Miami.

“My favorite team in the world that nobody knows about is North Texas. 
They have covered their first three games by +19.5, +34 and +27 points 
I will grab them for more of the Mean Greenbacks!” Nope. North Texas, 
in their next two games, has been a combined -33.5 ATS, on their way 
to leveling off the +80.5 that may have been the most unsustainable of 
all early-season ATS levels.

“Boise State covered their first two games at Troy and vs. UConn by 
+25.5 and +21.5 points. I’ll just flat-bet Boise the rest of the way and 
make a killing.” Boise has since missed the spread by -20.5 at Okla-
homa State, and by -20 home vs. San Diego State, to basically even out 
the two early blowouts.

“You know who really stinks? The Buffalo Bills. They missed the spread 
in their first game vs. Baltimore by -36.5 Points. I know that laying -16.5 
in the NFL isn’t usually a good thing to do, but the Vikings always kill 
people in that building.” Bills covered that one by +37.5. 

“Those Detroit Lions must be the worst team ever, because they missed 
the spread by -37.5 points vs. the Jets at home on Monday Night in 
Week 1. It’s time to flat-bet against the Lions!” Detroit has covered all 
four games since, by +3, +22.5, +1 And +10, which equals +36.5. 

“The Miami Dolphins are great again! A combined +24 points better than 
the spread in their first three games. Not even New England can stop 
them!” Except the Patriots did, by applying the great mathematical lev-
eler in one shot, with Miami losing by -24.5 vs. the spread. 

Fascinating. The reasons for this phenomenon have nothing to do with 
“the line catching up to these teams.” That phrase is a myth, because the 
line is always right. It’s teams’ performances against the line that fluctu-
ate. In fact, the mathematical leveling that occurs can be considered as 
proof that the line is always right, because as they play enough games, 
the teams’ bloated ATS margins revert back towards “even-Steven.”

Hopefully, our readers have the time to read the links to midweek stories 
from mostly local coverage of College Football and NFL teams, regard-
ing the upcoming games. We post them on our home page of the Web 
site. The more you know, the better off you are. There is pertinent infor-
mation out there, but sometimes you have to weed through a lot of other 
stuff to find it. Pertinent information, of course, does not guarantee that 
you’ve found a winner. Every game has lots of information surrounding 
it. The key is to sort it all out to the point where you think you have found 
value in a side, or total, at a certain number. Value, of course, is unknown 
until the game has been completed. If somebody thinks they have found 
value, and their side is +7, and it loses by 8, or 10, or 21 points, then 
he did not find value. He found crap. In that case, the other side was 
value. If, as we did in the Midweek Update a couple of weeks ago, you 
think you’ve found value in a run-heavy team like Georgia Tech laying -27 
playing down in class vs. a defense that can’t stop the run like Bowling 
Green, and Georgia Tech wins by 46 points, then you most definitely 
found value laying four touchdowns. A lot of people mistake “value” for 
“taking points, the more the better.” I actually heard some clown on TV 
give his one reason for picking a side, “This game (sports betting) is all 
about value, so I’m gonna take the +8 they’re giving me.” He won’t last 
much longer. Unless he works for ESPN. There, he’ll be hailed as a 
“gam-bling expert.” – Bobby Smith
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NFL SUPER BEST BET INSIDE!
All of this Weekend’s College & Pro Action, plus

I can’t believe this article that I saw at espn.com. They have some guy 
called “Gambler X.” Oooooooh, Gambler X, a real man of mystery. He is 
so cool. He makes so many scores, he doesn’t want people, or the IRS, 
to know who he is. What a guy. This is how espn.com identifies him:

“Gambler X is a professional sports bettor who makes his living betting 
legally in Las Vegas. He has agreed to share insights and experiences in 
the betting industry, but prefers anonymity to keep his edge against the 
sportsbooks.”

Yeah. Right. Whatever. Alleged “Gambler X” wrote a story about the 
spread of legalized sports betting, and how he supposedly traveled 
around looking for “value” outside of Nevada in new spots. Read this 
crap, if you can stomach it: 

“Of all my travels to the new states, the most disheartening thing to me 
was how few of those opportunities were out there.

“The manager at every sportsbook I visited is under-qualified and doesn’t 
make a move without checking with the bosses in Vegas first. They aren’t 
really aware that for someone who does this for a living, one tiny mistake 
or moment of complacency can cost big time.

“There are a few lucrative spots in these other states, but the cost to 
exploit them is so prohibitive that I’m better off crawling back to the 
desert and trying to gather the facts about the new and ever-changing 
environment.”

What a load of nonsense! The managers at every sportsbook he visited 
were under-qualified? Seems to me that if they “had to check with their 
bosses in Las Vegas first,” they were very qualified, doing what they were 
instructed. “They aren’t really aware that for someone who does this for 
a living, one tiny mistake or moment of complacency can cost big time”? 
Mistake by who? Them? Or the bettor? If they were afraid of making a mis-
take and checked with their bosses, then they were very aware of it. And 
if it’s you you’re referring to as potentially making a mistake, since when is 
it their job to worry about whether or not you’re making a mistake or hav-
ing a moment of complacency? Besides appearing to be very much full of 
it, Gambler X is also a bad writer, because he isn’t making himself clear.

“There are a few lucrative spots in other states…” Oh, really? Where are 
they, Mr. Sharp Guy? Which states? Which books? How so? Why? This 
guy couldn’t be more vague. “The cost to exploit them is so prohibitive 
that I’m better off crawling back to the desert and trying to gather facts 
about the changing environment.” Did you ever really leave? This entire 
story told people nothing! No insight, no specifics, no nothing! Why was 
this thing even published? It reads like a plea from the Las Vegas or Reno 
Chamber of Commerce, begging their residents not to leave. Gambler X. 
Ha-ha-ha. Give me a break! America’s dullest sharp.

Washington Post:
“Washington Redskins running back Adrian Peterson avoided a major 
injury after dislocating his shoulder during Monday’s loss to the New Or-
leans Saints, and he has been diagnosed with a shoulder sprain, accord-
ing to a person with knowledge of the injury who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity.”

Look at that. They’re going all “White House reporter” on the public in 
their coverage of NFL injuries in Washington. “A person with knowledge 
of the injury who spoke on the condition of anonymity.” Ha! That “person 
of knowledge” could be the alleged journalist’s next-door neighbor, who 
saw the injury happen on TV and was making a guess, based on what he 
saw. The media lowers its standards with every new day.

Paul Gutierrez ESPN Staff Writer: 
“After authoring three-and-outs on the initial drives of their first three 
games, the Raiders defense got gouged in London by the Seahawks the 
first time they had the ball here in Week 6. In going 82 yards in 14 plays, 
it was the first time the Seahawks scored on their opening offensive pos-
session since Week 3 of 2016 against the 49ers. Seattle’s drought of 34 
games entering today was the longest active drought for any team with-
out scoring a TD on its opening offensive possession, according to ESPN 
Stats & Information.”

Defenses “author” three-and-outs now. But really, does anyone 
really think that coaches and  coordinators are in meeting rooms 
worrying about whether or not their offense might join the Seattle 
Seahawks in a trivial stat? Hey, pal, who’s on a second-drive-of-the-
game scoring drought, Who’s on a third-drive-of-the-game scoreless 
streak? -- Bobby Smith
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ANOTHER ONE ON SATURDAY!
SUPER BEST BET Rams crushed the 49ers...

It looks like this sports betting thing is working out well already for states 
that have started it. In New Jersey, they went from about $9.5 million 
in revenue in August, to about $24 million in revenue in September. Of 
course, football season got underway in September. Who couldn’t use 
another $24 million in its state, for one month? About $184 million was 
wagered in New Jersey during September.

In Delaware, the figures for September were similar, with revenues more 
than doubled from August, to $17 million from $7.7 million. Who couldn’t 
use another $17 million in its state, for one month?

In Mississippi, they went from $644,000 revenue in August, to $5.5 mil-
lion in September. Who couldn’t use another $5.5 million in its state, for 
one month?

The downside to all this is that the money comes from losses by bettors. 
But hey, whaddya gonna do? We all know the deal going in. Pretty soon, 
these states will have both pro and college basketball wagering taking 
place daily, for five months. There should be more big revenue numbers 
coming up. We will try to be responsible for as little of it as possible, if 
you know what I mean!

The Basketball Brief has begun. Our NBA Man is posting winners there 
daily, so please check it out. Our College Basketball Guru, Jr. is locked 
in a room absorbing his data and will be prepared to release his infinite 
wisdom when the season begins on November 6. 

Again, I hope everyone checks out all the information on our home 
page. Besides links to current-events articles that relate to the upcom-
ing weekend’s games and are changed every week (usuall, by Thurs-
day or Friday), it includes static links to stat pages, and pages that list 
coaching staffs and assistants for College and Pro teams. Invaluable 
stuff that can only make everyone more knowledgeable.

Remember, as we go along, some infinite wisdom from one of the 
world’s finest investors, Warren Buffet:

“Price is what you pay. Value is what you get.”

About that. I never liked referring to the pointspread, or the odds, as “the 
price.” You know, as in, “Oh, I like the Rams, but not at that price (-9.5). 
It’s too steep.” The bettor determines price, not the linemaker. The price 
is the amount you want to win, the amount of money you’re willing to 
pay for the commodity, which is Rams, -9.5. The price is either $100, 
$200, $300, $500, or $25 bucks, whatever you want to bet on it. When 
people refer to the pointspread as “the price,” there can’t be two prices 
– the spread, and the amount bet. There can only be one price – what
you pay. And, as Warren Buffet said, you don’t know if you got value 
until the result is final.

“If past history was all that is needed to play the game of money, the 
richest people would be librarians.”

I know, right? What good is it to know that something is 6-0 against the 
spread? If everything that was 6-0 ATS eventually became 7-0 ATS, then 
bookmakers would have been out of business as soon as the first guy 
started compiling statistics against the spread. That guy would have 
been able to retire off his winnings within a couple of weeks.

I haven’t complained about Jim Nantz in a while, so here goes. I do not 
understand what Jim Nantz is doing on a broadcast involving two NFC 
teams. I thought only AFC encounters were subject to his statisical fawn-
ing. It has been very disheartening to hear his voice on telecasts like Sun-
day’s Cowboys-Redskins. At one point, in the fourth quarter, as the dra-
ma was getting more dramatic (ha!), analyst Tony Romo was discsussing 
Redskins’ running back Adrian Peterson as Peterson was -- as we told 
everyone to expect -- beating down the Dallas defensive line. Then Jim 
Nantz just had to get in there and tell everyone how many yards Peterson 
was away from 100 rushing for the day. “And he’s 21 yards away from 
100.” Who gives a flying duck, Jim Nantz!? Does everything have to be 
about 100 yards for rushing, and 300 yards for passing? Why are you this 
way, Jim Nantz?! It’s a 3-point game, winner moves into the first place in 
the NFC East, and you’re obsessed with how far away a running back is 
from 100 rushing yards? Do you think they’ll adjust the play-calling in this 
tight game so he can reach 100? Do you think I’ll be counting up Peter-
son’s yards, carry by carry after that, so I can run outside and scream at 
the top of my lungs so my neighbors can hear that Adrian Peterson 
just got 100 rushing yards? Go away, Jim Nantz! – Bobby Smith 
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INSIDE THIS WEEK’S ISSSUE!

SUPER BEST BET Arizona State tricks USC...

I tried to warn everybody earlier that with the advent of more widespread 
legal sports betting, people would come out of the closet covering it poor-
ly. But I forgot about how it would also create desperate, strange bedfel-
lows in conflict of interest situations for consumers. People with hidden 
agendas, giving out bad information intentionally. Look at this complete 
pile of crap, from this combo, and I’ll explain what’s horrible about it:

Sports Illustrated/Oddsshark
“Miami at Houston: This Thursday Night Football game looks to be a low-
scoring affair, something many of the primetime matchups have turned 
out not to be so far this season. The winning team has scored at least 34 
points in each of the previous four TNF games... The odds of that happen-
ing again here seem very slim, so the best bet from a props perspective is 
under six total touchdowns at +144 (wager $100 to win $144).”

First of all, don’t dare try to con people into thinking that games played on 
Thursdays, between 14 different teams in seven different stadiums, have 
any kind of relationship to each other. That’s not handicapping. That’s stu-
pidity. Anybody can pick a loser. We certainly have. That’s not the issue. The 
issue is fake handicapping content, put out by a company that promotes a 
bunch of online sportsbooks, then borrowed by Sports Illustrated, who is 
too dopey to know, or too embarrassed to admit, that it’s duping its readers.

“Another good bet is for neither team to score 25 or more at +250, provid-
ing even more value... The Texans have not scored more than 22 points in 
six of their first seven games... the Dolphins have not scored more than 20 
points in their first three on the road, going 1-2 in those games, and that 
was with Tannehill under center.”

Okay, so the final score was Houston, 42-23, in the “high-scoring” range, 
which they were trying to tell people had a “very slim” chance of happen-
ing, and that they should bet on this loser at -155 odds with the outlets 
represented by Oddshark. I’m no rocket scientist, but even I can see how 
calling yourself a resource for bettors, and releasing information to them 
that attempts to influence their wagering decisions, when you represent 
sports books, is, if not a huge conflict of interest, just plain evil.

I used to love Sports Illustrated, and remember some of the first issues 
that arrived in our mailbox in 1969, with long features about Ted Williams 

beginning his career as manager of the Washington Senators and Vince 
Lombardi leaving the Packers to be Mr. Head Egomaniac of the Washing-
ton Redskins. (Looking back, way back, those are some great examples of 
super-hype that never reached expectations, which is what sportswriting is 
all about!). But it’s been a lightweight entry for a long time, and if it’s going 
to sink lower by partnering with a sports book rep, putting out information 
that entices readers to make bets that the sports books need to balance 
their action, then the operation should be shut down as a menace to the 
American public. At the least, change the name to Clueless Clown Content 
Company. Meanwhile, Oddsshark should change its name to Odds Weasel.

Another con job takes place at Thespread.com, linker to many online books:

“Who Does the Public Like?: The following feature monitors wagering ac-
tivity at many of the largest online sportsbooks. These “betting percent-
ages” represent actual wagers placed on each game at the participating 
sportsbooks... The information is intended to give bettors a deeper under-
standing of the sports marketplace.”

Ha-ha. Showing a bunch of little pie charts that supposedly display the 
percentage of money wagered on each side is a bunch of bull. And if you 
believe that any information dispensed by sports books is accurate, then 
I have a uranium field in Asbury Park that I’d like to sell you, sight unseen.

Here is Thespread.com’s misunderstanding of the sports 
marketplace, explained in its own words:

“Sports Marketplace: Like any marketplace, a buyer and seller agree on 
a price, in this case a line.  But knowing the line is only half the picture. 
Understanding the forces affecting line movement (the volume of bets, 
percentage of bets on the home team and the percentage of bets on the 
away team) is essential in determining the true value of any line.”

The line is not a price; it is a commodity. There is no price fixed to the 
line, as is the case with a share of a stock. The bettor determines the 
price, which is his amount wagered. And this nonsense about the 
volume or percentage of bets on either side determining value? Baloney. 
There is no correlation between volume or percent of wagered money 
on sides of a game, and winning. Therefore, in conclusion, Spread.com 
should just go and shove it. – Bobby Smith
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MUCH MORE INFO INSIDE!
College Football SUPER BEST BET, and

It has been a while since we featured the Mountain of Misery. The Univer-
sity of California has been to the mountain many a time against the USC 
Trojans. The Bears haven’t beaten Southern Cal since Aaron Rodgers 
played for Cal (and Rodgers wasn’t on the field when Cal won the game 
in OT). As you can see from the table, that was many moons ago, nigh on 
when Moby Dick was a minnow, I gather. Cal has lost 14 straight games 
to USC and is a mere 5-9 ATS in that span. 

Last season’s game was a 10-point loss for Cal, taking +17. They covered. 

worth of memberships, on a mere $12 investment, and we don’t charge 
extra for the horse racing selections! I may be biased, but this is a darned 
good deal! Especially when you have the Daily Racing Form out there, try-
ing to make sports handicapping picks and releasing crap like this for free:

DRFSportsForm, Oct 24, Jets at Bears
“Situational analysis uncovers conditions and patterns where teams have 
consistently outperformed or underperformed their normal levels relative 
to the spread. This week’s DRF SportsForm includes this example which 

CALIFORNIA Site Opp Line   Total PF PA ot SU SU 
Mar ATS ATS 

Mar OU

Sep, 23 2017 h USC 17 64' 20 30 L -10 W 7 U 
Oct, 27 2016 at USC 20 74 24 45 L -21 L -1 U 
Oct, 31 2015 h USC -4 69' 21 27 L -6 L -10 U 
Nov, 13 2014 at USC 14 72' 30 38 L -8 W 6 U 
Nov, 09 2013 h USC 17 57' 28 62 L -34 L -17 O 
Sep, 22 2012 at USC 15 57 9 27 L -18 L -3 U 
Oct, 13 2011 h USC 3 58 9 30 L -21 L -18 U 
Oct, 16 2010 at USC 2 53' 14 48 L -34 L -32 O 
Oct, 03 2009 h USC 4’ 48 3 30 L -27 L -22’ U 
Nov, 08 2008 at USC 21 52' 3 17 L -14 W 7 U 
Nov, 10 2007 h USC 4 51 17 24 L -7 L -3 U 
Nov, 18 2006 at USC 6 54 9 23 L -14 L -8 U 
Nov, 12 2005 h USC 19 68 10 35 L -25 L -6 U 
Oct, 09 2004 at USC 7 58 17 23 L -6 W 1 U 
Sep, 27 2003 h USC 12’ 54 34 31 1 W 3 W 15’ O 

Or, should I say, USC failed 
to cover despite having a +4 
Turnover Margin, courtesy of 
6 Cal turnovers. USC quarter-
back Sam (For the Jets, I Just 
Threw Another Interception 
Right to a Defensive Back!) 
Darnold had the “pleasure” of 
leading six scoring drives, five 
of them only 19, 35, 30, 4 and 
33 and yards in length. But the 
Trojans needed to kick field 
goals at the end of three of 
the five short drives. Cal’s de-
fense was tough, and allowed 
only 3.5 yards per carry and 
5.9 YPA in this game. Cal’s 
defense just held Washington 
State to half the Cougars’ of-
fensive points per game aver-
age, and USC’s offense scored only 38 points against an Oregon State 
team allowing 44 per game. So, maybe it’s time for the Cal misery to end 
in the USC match-up? We shall see.

Meanwhile, raise your hand if you didn’t have the $720 Exacta we released 
in our Daily Brief a day in advance, and then again on race day, in the 
Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint. Come on, raise your hand if you didn’t 
have it. What do you think we’re doing this for? For fun? It’s horse rac-
ing. We only need to have one winner in eight tries to make a big profit! A 
one-year membership costs $249, the exacta returned almost three years’ 

points to luck running out on the 
Bears: Play Against favorites 
(Chicago Bears -4) after four 
consecutive games where they 
forced 3 or more turnovers 
against an opponent after a 
game where they committed 
3 or more turnovers. The 
situation’s record is 31-7 since 
1983 (81.6%).”

There are just three letters in the 
only proper response to the logic 
involved behind the back-fitting 
of once-a-year happenings 
based on a randomly selected 
set of unrelated statistical 
similarities, and applying it 
to the conclusion that Sam 
Darnold and a bunch of back-up 

receivers represent good investment leverage in Chicago: WTF?!

So, this is a headline in 2018: “Army Bowl Eligible for Record Third 
Straight Season.” Wow. A “record” three straight seasons. Aren’t you 
sick of things reported like that? A “record” for “most” consecutive 
seasons with “at least” 6 wins. Yawn. I guess setting “records” is getting 
easier to do, every day! I just belched three times after dinner. It tied a 
personal record for most consecutive meals with at least three belches 
in one day. I’m so great. Everybody, take note. Let it be known that I tied 
a “record” and made “history.” -- Bobby Smith
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SUPER BEST BET in COLLEGE!
Troy over Georgia Southern the latest winner...

When last week’s updated College 
Football Playoff rankings were re-
leased, I was curious how they’d 
compare with a well-crafted set 
of College Football power ratings 
(which, as you know, are the founda-
tion for pointspreads, and contain all 
math, no human judgment or manipu-
lation). The ones I used were the pub-
licly available ratings at Sagarin.com.  
The CFP Rankings do not include 
polls. They are made by people on a 
selection committee, which allegedly 
makes evaluations based on the ol’ 
tried-and-true “numerous factors that 
we look at.” Whatever. I would have 
figured that they base it on how much 
they are paid off the books by ESPN, 

Rank SAGARIN Rating Schedule Strength (Rank) Conf/Div
1 Alabama 104.15  71.34 (44)    SEC-West
2 Clemson 99.73 70.53 (50) ACC-Atlantic
3 Michigan 94.13 75.23 (18) Big Ten-East
4 Oklahoma 92.79 73.93 (28) Big 12
5 Georgia 91.82 74.52 (24) SEC-East
6 Ohio State 89.79 68.82 (63) Big Ten-East
7 LSU 85.95 78.94 (1) SEC-West
8 Penn State 86.65 76.08 (12) Big Ten-East
9 Iowa 86.58 74.49 (25) Big Ten-West
10 Washington 86.14 74.00 (27) PAC-12 North
11 Mississippi St. 85.77 73.15 (30) SEC-West
12 Notre Dame 84.36 71.24 (46) I-A Independent
13 West Virginia 85.03 71.32 (45) Big 12
14 Fresno State 83.96 61.22 (102) MWC-West
15 Utah 83.91 75.04 (20) PAC-12 South

as to how this works now, would we?

Several things stood out to me in the comparison: One of them was the 
difference between where the CFP Committee placed Notre Dame, and 
where Notre Dame stood in the Sagarin Ratings. Sagarin would have 
had Iowa – another big difference between the two, given that Iowa 
wasn’t in the Committee’s top 15 but was in Sagarin’s top 10 – favored 
by -2 over Notre Dame on neutral field. Sagarin would have had Wash-
ington favored by -1.5 over Notre Dame on a neutral. Like Iowa, Wash-
ington wasn’t in the Committee’s top 15, either. Sagarin had Kentucky 
and Florida ranked #28 and #29, just above #30 NC State; CFP had the 
SEC’s Wildcats and Gators at #11 and #15. 

To kick off the weekend on Thursday, NC State, the CFP #14 but Saga-
rin’s #30, lost outright as a -18 home favorite. Then, on Saturday, CFP 
#11 Kentucky was humilated at Tennessee and it was all #15 Florida 
could do to beat South Carolina at home. Won’t see that trio in the CFP 
top 15 no more! They were never in Sagarin’s. Not that Sagarin is el 
perfecto, but when all is said and done, his power ratings will compare 
very favorably with the human factor. Sagarin doesn’t seem to appreci-
ate Central Florida as much as the CFP people. So, what’s it all mean? 
I don’t know. -- Bobby Smith

Rank CF PLAYOFF W L
1 Alabama 9 0
2 Clemson 9 0
3 Notre Dame 9 0
4 Michigan 8 1
5 Georgia 8 1
6 Oklahoma 8 1
7 LSU 7 2
8 Washngtn St. 8 1
9 West Virginia 7 1
10 Ohio State 8 1
11 Kentucky 7 2
12 UCF 8 1
13 Syracuse 7 2
14 NC State 6 2
15 Florida 6 3

but what do I know?

Two months out, I’m not interested in who will be in the College Football 
Playoff. When they get to that point, let me know who’s playing who, 
and what the Line and Total are. Then, I’ll care. 

But at least the CFP rankings are not comprised by Associated Press 
and Coaches Polls, allegedly. When the former system, the BCS, was 
ruling college football post-season protocol, those things were used to 
come up with rankings. Ugh. Having a 13-person committee of clowns 
is probably preferable than basing a post-season system on the votes 
made by 65 broadcasting and sportswriting trivia turkeys who cover a 
sport they don’t understand, and whose judgment is distracted by their 
obsession with “this team, just beat a ranked opponent, in November, 
for the first time… since 2016!.” The fewer dopes with that kind of per-
spective, the better, right? It’s also probably better than anything that 
can be cooked up by the 130 borderline psychotics coaching FBS-level 
football programs. But enough of my sarcastic critique of a tiresome 
tradition. You can see how the 13-person committee and the Sagarin 
Ratings compared -- prior to the results of this past weekend -- in the 
tables above. Note that the CFP just gives the team records next to the 
rank and name. Wouldn’t want to give the public just a tiny, little insight 
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FOOTBALL FEAST!
Thanksgiving Weekend’s

be fired after last season. But after they won two relatively meaningless 
games at the end, Mike Brown said something like, ‘Eh, he gives us our 
best chance to win and you need continuity, so, whatever,’ and extended 
Lewis for another two seasons. Whatever, not our problem.

It’s Thanksgiving and the beginning of the holiday season, so I’ll try to not go 
off too hard on these sportswriter clowns who continue to make sports all 
about yards and yards and yards and more yards, and won’t identify them. 

“Kansas State, clinging to its bowl hopes, is doing Kansas State things here 

Visiting the mountain of misery again this week, we were considering tak-
ing a trip to the base of Giants-Eagles, in which the Eagles are a ridiculous 
17-3 SU in the last 20 meetings. But that would be piling on the Giants, 
wouldn’t it? I mean, if the Giants would have had to play the Eagles in the 
post-season of either of their two most recent Super Bowl wins against 
New England, there was no way they’d have gotten that far, right? It’s just 
not fair to single out the poor Giants, 3-17 against a division rival the last 
10 years, $90 million to a wide receiver who you can see tries to catch balls 
one-handed when he could use two, $30 million for four years to a rookie 
running back drafted in the first round when most of the other top backs in 

All picks 
10-2-3 

in last week’s 
papers.

CLEVELAND Site Opponent  Line   Total PF PA SU SU ATS ATS 
Mar

11/26/17 at  Cincinnati  7' 38' 16 30 L  -14 L  -6'
09/28/17 h  Cincinnati  3 41' 7 31 L  -24 L  -21
12/11/16 h  Cincinnati  6 43' 10 23 L  -13 L  -7
10/23/16 at  Cincinnati  11 46' 17 31 L  -14 L  -3
12/06/15 h  Cincinnati  9' 43' 3 37 L  -34 L  -24'
11/05/15 at  Cincinnati  10 46' 10 31 L  -21 L  -11
12/14/14 h  Cincinnati  1' 44' 0 30 L  -30 L  -28'

the NFL were drafted in the third 
round for $850k over four years. 
We’ll just let that story continue 
to write itself and besides, there 
is no giant 0-fer streak here. Of 
course, their last two wins against 
the Eagles came when back-up 
third-stringer Matt Barkley quar-
terbacked Philly, and when Car-
son Wentz was a rookie facing 
them for the first time barely two 
months into his NFL career. Geez.

Instead, we have the Cleveland Browns, about to take a short trip to 
Cincinnati to play against a division rival they haven’t been close against 
in the last seven tries.

We thought the Browns would have a “surprisingly” good season this 
year. It’s been better than the last two, for sure, but stuff happened early, 
they fired the head coach and offensive coordinator and they’re still a 
loosely wired bunch, albeit with plenty of talent on the roster. In terms 
of stability at the top, Cleveland is probably the polar opposite of the 
Bengals. Browns’ ownership changed in 2012 and since then, they’ve 
been juggling team presidents, general managers and head coaches. The 
Bengals have been owned by the Brown family – yes, the same family 
that founded the Browns, irony of ironies – since 1967. Current top guy 
Mike Brown has retained head coach Marvin Lewis for 15 seasons, and 
Lewis has had a history of retaining coordinators and assistants for longer 
than just about anyone else in the NFL (until he fired his new DC after nine 
games this year). Everyone in the world figured that Lewis would finally 

in the third quarter. Brock Monty’s 
block of a Dominic Panazzolo 
punt flies out of the end zone for 
a safety. The Wildcats lead Texas 
Tech 12-6. Yes, it’s been as excit-
ing as the score sounds.”

Oh, are we supposed to feel 
sorry for you because there are 
no “big passing yards” and the 
game is not “fun to watch” for 
you, poor boy? Try betting it on 

it. Maybe then, it will become exciting for you.

“Cincinnati is the first defense to allow more than 500 yards in consecutive 
games in the Super Bowl era.”

When the Super Bowl began, defensive backs were allowed to hit receiv-
ers repeatedly until THE BALL WAS IN THE AIR! Defensive players could 
also hit offensive ball carriers, and the quarterbacks, WHEREVER! They 
weren’t penalized 15 yards, and opposing offenses weren’t given extra op-
portunities because of penalties for well-made defensive stops. But they 
are penalized for it now! Of course there will be more yards now, than there 
were in, for instance, 1970, you ignorant fellow! Why are you obsessed 
with yardage, and “consecutive” things (says guy who features seven-
game losing streak on his first page)? And why are you citing a 
“Super Bowl era,” when the NFL's rules have changed drastically 
especially during the last ten years? Why are these people so desperate 
to make the mundane sound fantastic? (So, was I too hard on them?) 
Happy Thanksgiving to all Sports Reporter readers! -- Bobby Smith
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Well, like we’ve often said, they don’t call him “Big Game Harbaugh.” 
If you need somebody to beat Rutgers 78-0 for you, then you call on 
Jim Harbaugh. Nobody does that better than him. If you need to win 
a really big game, then you call on somebody else.

Can I also just say that nobody lays down better than Duke foot-
ball? ‘We have 7 wins, we beat North Carolina, we tried a little 
against Clemson, we don’t get paid to do this, everybody’s watch-
ing our basketball team now, nobody’s in town during Thanksgiving 
break… hey, we’re going to another bowl game! What? Show up to 
play Wake Forest? Why?’

Let’s get a reminder about how important Turnover Margins are to 
the pointspread profitability of teams. First, in college football:

TO Margin Leaders  ATS Record
Georgia Southern, +22  9-3
Central Florida, +16  8-3
Kansas, +16   7-5
Syracuse, +14   8-3-1
Fresno State, +14   8-4
Ohio, +14   7-5
LSU, +12   6-6 
Utah State, +11   9-3
Florida, +10   8-4
Eastern Michigan, +10  7-5
Boise State, +10   7-4-1
Alabama, +10   8-4

Holy, moly! All profitable except for one: LSU. Most of them, very 
profitable. They should fire that clown Ed Orgeron at LSU for not 
covering more games despite having a +12 Turnover Margin.

Worst Turnover Margins  ATS Record
Connecticut, -17   2-9-1
UTEP, -17   5-7
East Carolina, -14   4-7
Rutgers, -14   7-5

UL-Monroe, -12  4-8
Louisville, -12  1-11
Florida State, -11  4-8
Oregon State, -10 4-8
USC, -10  4-8
Colorado State, -10 5-6
Arkansas, -10  5-6-1

Every bad TO Margin side lost money vs. the spread except for one: 
Rutgers. Maybe that guy Ash is actually making some progress, al-
beit slowly. After all, he didn’t lose 78-0 to Michigan at home this 
season. He lost only 42-7 at home to Michigan!

In the NFL, Chicago, Cleveland and the LA Rams are +14, +14 and 
+11, the three best Turnover Margin teams. They are 8-3, 7-4 and 
4-6-1 ATS. Slacker Rams! They take too many penalties.

The five worst NFL Turnover Margin teams are: Tampa Bay, -21, San 
Francisco, -17, Jacksonville, -11, Arizona, -9, Philadelphia, -8 and 
NY Jets, -8. They are 4-6-1, 3-8, 3-6-2, 5-5-1, 3-8, 3-8 ATS. Not a 
single flat-bet profitable team among them, with the crummy Cardi-
nals the best of a bad bunch at .500 vs. the spread.

So, as if we didn’t already know how important turnovers are in rela-
tion to pointspread profitability, we still know it, right? Right.

Meanwhile, there were so many idiotic sportswriter/sportscaster 
utterances last week, I could not begin to do the seriously deserved 
justice to them by listing and commenting on them on this page this 
week. I guess the best way to sum it all up is to say that we live in a time 
where “record-breaking” is perpetual, a new one allegedly set in every 
game. As you read this, another “record!” is being set somewhere. It will 
never stop. Somebody, or some team, somewhere, is setting a “record!” 
and it is very incredibly historic when it happens (Except it’s really not! 
They just want you to think it is. Somebody at espn.
com wrote a story about the Lions’ DE breaking the 
“record!” for most carer sacks on Thanksgiviing. Oh, 
my God, please help the rest of us! -- Bobby Smith
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How many times had the Pittsburgh Steelers won games they had led 
by at least 14 points at halftime? What was it? 200-0 or something like 
that? Then, they had to go and lose to the Chargers on Sunday Night, 
after they’d led 23-7 at the half, right? Just so somebody had an op-
portunity to call what we were watching “historic?” Holy crap. When I 
witness a result like that in a game we were on, I can’t help but recall 
the past bowl game defeats suffered by our favorites that were all about 
-3, like the Steelers were (-3.5), and led by greater margins than 16 after 
halftime, some by as much as 28 points. I remember the teams who 
blew those leads, and games: Pitt, Western Kentucky, Baylor, Oregon. 
I believe they were playing Houston, Central Michigan, Michigan State 
and TCU. I think the horror was spread over a span of two seasons. And 
I never want to see it happen again!

Yes, it’s College Football Bowl Game season, and here is the publication 
schedule we intend to follow with these games, starting next week. All 
of these games will no doubt have “records!” and “firsts!” set in them, 
even though they are just one-game extensions of a season. You know, 
like, ‘Historic, folks! A Camelia Bowl record set for most yards in the first 
half!’ Egads, keep the mute button within reach: 

Issue #4416: First seven bowls, through 12/19
Issue #4417: Next 17 bowls, through 12/28
Issue #4418: Next 15 bowls, through 1/1
Issue #4419: CFP Championship Game

When I think about those four awful come-from-way-ahead defeats, it’s 
hard not to fear that the Steelers’ second-half meltdown at Heinz Field 
was some eerie foreshadowing to a repeat of those worst possible sce-
narios. Hopefully, it was merely what it was: one game, not connected 
to any other in the future. Although it’s stressful, we’d prefer the exact 
opposite: being on the right side of a comeback from 17 points down, 
twice, by a -3 favorite like Central Florida against Memphis this past 
Saturday, to win and cover. UCF topped our Premier Players’ game-day 
service that day as a 4-Star release, and I have to say, I never thought 
they were dead for the win or the cover. That is one heck of a team. All 
week long, I read stories and predictions that “This was the end of the 
streak.” It seemed like everybody loved Memphis. Why? Because UCF’s 
#1 quarterback had gotten hurt? Ambulance chasers! Didn’t UCF they 
just beat a cross-state rival on the road by 28 points in the game McK-
enzie Milton had been injured in, when they could have fallen apart on 

the scene? Haven’t people ever heard of overcoming adversity? Mem-
phis had three prior chances to beat this team and couldn’t do it! Why 
would a quarterback change for Central Florida be some kind of gifted 
entry to a championship for a team 0-3 in the match-up? Beats me.

‘Oh, UCF can’t beat Baylor in the Fiesta Bowl!’ They did, about five or 
six years ago under George O’Leary as a +17 underdog, when Blake 
Bortles was the quarterback. They were 0-12 in O’Leary’s final season 
a few years later, and it’s remarkable that some of the players from that 
winless team are seniors now, playing for their third coaching staff since 
arriving. ‘Oh, UCF can’t beat Auburn in the Peach Bowl and finish un-
defeated!’ They did, last season. ‘Oh, UCF can’t beat Memphis again 
and extend that unbeaten streak to 25 games!’ They did, and I cannot 
believe that a number a low as -3 was fixed to a team on its home field 
that was 24-0 going in, and 3-0 against the opponent!

I don’t want to look too far ahead, but everyone will be saying, ‘Oh, Cen-
tral Florida can’t beat LSU in the Fiesta Bowl and be undefeated for two 
straight seasons!’ I wouldn’t say that at the moment. I’ll tell you what I 
will say. Those Memphis coaches figure to have one heck of a hard task, 
trying to get that team back up to play Wake Forest in the Birmingham 
Bowl after losing a fourth game in two seasons to Central Florida, blow-
ing two 17-point leads in the fourth one, losing it by 15 points despite 
being +2 in Turnover Margin.

Now, consider what Central Florida has done – winning 25 straight 
games – and then consider how dweeby it is to make mention of this 
particular thing, which, of course, was “Tweeted” out to the world by an 
ESPN schnook this past Saturday:

“A spectacular start for the Texas defense, as Oklahoma goes without a 
TD in the first quarter for the first time in 25 games, snapping the nation’s 
longest streak, according to ESPN Stats & Info.”

Guys like this, who work for companies which have horrible depart-
ments like that, obsessed with how many times in a row a team scores 
at least one TD in the first 15 minutes of game clock, are oblivious to 
what really matters in sports. There are words to describe these people, 
companies and departments, but it’s the holiday season and I want to 
try to be nice. Hey, Irrelevant First Quarter Streak Boy! Who won and 
covered the game, huh? Wasn’t Texas! – Bobby Smith
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More then twenty of them still 
have one game to play, but 
here’s a somewhat reluctant 
look back at the college football 
teams we projected to be either 
“good” or “poor” vs. the spread, 
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GOOD	 W	 L	 T	 Off	(x)
Auburn 5 7 0 x
Buffalo	 9	 4	 0	
Ga	Southern	 9	 3	 0	
Marshall 4 8 0 x
Miami OH 8 4 0 
Middle Tenn 8 5 0 
Miss State 8 4 0 
Ohio St. 6 6 1 
Old Dominion 5 7 0 x
Oregon 5 7 0 x
San	Diego	St.	 3	 9	 0	 x
Utah 7 6 0 
Virginia 8 4 0 
Washington	 4	 9	 0	 x
Wisconsin	 3	 9	 0	 x

POOR	 W	 L	 T	Off	(x)
Baylor 6 6 0 
Central Mich 5 7 0 
Colorado 5 7 0 
Colorado St. 5 7 0 
Florida	Intl	 9	 3	 0	 x
Iowa 7 4 1 x
Kansas 7 5 0 x
Kentucky 5 7 0 
La-Laf.	 9	 4	 0	 x
New Mexico 4 8 0 
No Carolina 5 5 1 
Rice 7 6 0 
So Alabama 5 6 1 
So Miss 6 5 1 
Tennessee 5 7 0 
Utah	St.	 9	 3	 0	 x
UTEP 5 7 0 
Vanderbilt 8 4 0 x
Wash St. 10 2 0 x
Western KY 6 6 0 

in the Zone Blitz before the season started. The (x) is next to the 
ones we weren’t close on. There are too many of them. I mean, 
Washington State to be “poor”? Geez. Washington and Wiscon-
sin to be “good”? Ah, whaddya gonna do? I’ll tell you what I’m 
gonna do. Finish reading Nate Silver’s “The Signal and the Noise: 
Why Many Predictions Fail, but Some Don’t,” and be more accurate 
about projecting the long-term future next year, before we go about 
our real business in week-to-week, game-by-game time.

Here’s a little story related to that “future” subject: A guy I know 
has a strong feeling that the Dallas Cowboys will win this season’s 
Super	Bowl.	(Who’s	to	say	they	won’t?	Good	offensive	and	defen-
sive	lines	and	a	mobile	quarterback	can	make	up	for	other	deficien-
cies and are capable of accomplishing a lot.) On Monday, Novem-
ber 26, he broadcasted his vision for Dallas to win the Super Bowl 
on	Facebook,	telling	all	his	friends	that	the	29-1	odds	available	on	
the Cowboys with FanDuel’s Super Bowl Futures was a great value. 

I disagreed about the “great value” part, and so did several of his 
other Facebook friends. One of them did a rough calculation and 
figured	that	truer	odds	for	Dallas	to	win	the	Super	Bowl	would	be	
about 160-1. After all, to win the Super Bowl, the Cowboys would 
first	need	to	win	the	NFC	East.	Then,	they’d	have	to	win	a	Wild	Card	
game.	Then,	they’d	probably	have	to	win	two	road	playoff	games,	
at least one of them against the Rams or Saints. Then, once in the 
Super Bowl, they’d have to win that. Therefore, a bet on Dallas to 
win the Super Bowl deserves a ticket with odds much larger than 	
a	mere	29-1.

The guy lives in New Jersey, within reasonable driving distance from 
several legal new sportsbooks, and he has an Internet connection for 
access to legal online betting. So I proposed this idea to him. I said, 
‘Look, you live in New Jersey. You can get down on this: If you think 
that	Dallas	 can	win	 the	Super	Bowl,	 then	why	don’t	 you	 take	3-1	
on them to beat New Orleans three nights from now (on Thursday, 
November	29)?’	 It’s	a	one-shot	deal.	They’re	home.	The	Cowboys	
must	clear	five	different	conditions	in	order	for	the	Super	Bowl	future	
to	pay	off,	most	of	them	in	hostile	environments	and	possibly	with	
the	obstacles	of	injuries	that	don’t	yet	exist.	I’ll	tell	you	what:	29-1,	
on	February	3,	=	 likely	 loss	of	your	 investment.	But	 to	 take	3-1	 in	
three	nights,	on	their	home	field,	with	New	Orleans	completely	sand-
wiched	by	division	rivals	(off	Atlanta	and	looking	ahead	to	Tampa	Bay	
with revenge, and Carolina), is excellent value. This match-up is one 
that Dallas will need to win on the road in the post-season anyway, 
just to get to play in the Super Bowl. You seem to think they can clear 
that hurdle in January, and then win again after that. But why wait 
two	months	for	a	multi-condition	29-1	shot	when	you	have	a	great	
chance	in	a	one-shot	deal	at	3-1	three	nights	from	now?

This was his absolutely ludicrous response: “How am	 I	 gonna	
make	any	money	betting	a	3-1	shot?”	Oh,	my	goodness.	He's not	
a	fan	of	tripling	his	money	in	three	days! He’d rather be in position 
to lose it in two	months or less!	 I	 said,	 “If	 you	 bet	 $40	 on	 one	
condition	 --	 Dallas	 +300	 to beat New Orleans on Thursday -- 
you’ll earn what your little $4 future	at	29-1	would	pay	if	 it	clears	
five conditions, which it probably won’t.” His response was, “Can 
you lend me 40 bucks?” – Bobby Smith
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At the end of November, legal sports wagers in the state of New Jersey 
had risen to $928,134,172. By this point in mid-December, New Jersey 
has topped $1 billion in sports betting handle since their retail estab-
lishments (racetracks and casinos) began taking sports wagers in mid-
June. Online wagering, which began shortly after that, has accounted 
for 58% of the total handle with $539 million. But in the month of No-
vember, online wagering accounted for 72% of New Jersey’s sports 
betting handle. Online will experience much more growth than the walk-
up business. November was the biggest month so far for New Jersey, 
with $330 million in handle, a little less than one-third of the year-to-
date total. November, of course, was the month in which NBA and Col-
lege Basketball began full card days and combined with NFL and Col-
lege Football weekends. New Jersey’s sports betting revenue through 
November was $54,117,729. The revenue is the amount of money won 
by the sportsbooks, which represented a “hold” of about 5.8%. When 
Nevada sportsbooks set a record full year high revenue of $249 million 
in 2017, their hold percentage was 5.1%. Nevada took in $1.8 billion in 
sports bets since New Jersey began operations, about twice as much in 
a state with 33% of New Jersey’s population, but more tourism.

So far, the good sports bettors of New Jersey have created about $4.6 
million in new tax revenue, which the state’s money-handlers will no 
doubt squander. The goal for the bettors, of course, it to win more and 
have more cash in pocket, creating less tax revenue for the state.

But this nonsense is what gets publicized, reported by espn.com:

“Patrick Mahomes supplants Drew Brees as betting favorite for 
MVP… Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, a 66-1 
long shot to start the season, is once again the favorite to be the NFL 
MVP. Mahomes, 23, is now listed at minus-155 to win the award, and 
he has supplanted New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees as 
the betting favorite this week at both DraftKings and William Hill U.K. 
Brees, now at plus-135, had become the favorite during the Saints’ 
10-game win streak. “Mahomes [was] 66-to-1 and is now -155. 
That’ll tell you something right there,” DraftKings director of sports-
book operations Johnny Avello told ESPN’s Doug Kezirian, adding 
that Mahomes presents the largest liability to the house.” 

I am pretty sure that the people who vote on the NFL MVP award 
are too square, as a group, to collude and capitalize by hitting up the 
sportsbooks with an agreed-upon coup bet and subsequent vote. But 
because sportsbooks are shrewd, I’m also fairly certain that the size of 
the pool they’re discussing is, in reality, about 100 bucks, and that the 
entire article was a public relations piece just to keep the Draft Kings 
and William Hill names out there as places where people can bet on 
sports. Seriously, who in their right mind would bet on an award that is 
achieved via the votes of only 50 people, a group that last year included 
Troy Aikman, Cris Collinsworth, Tony Dungy, Boomer Esiason and pos-
sibly the most annoying sports on-air personality ever invented, Adam 
Schein? And please allow me to say that if anyone is actually betting 
on who will be MVP, then they are betting on something that does not 
exist. There is no such thing as a “most valuable” player in a league. It’s 
a thing that they make up, for publicity. The word “valuable,” in a case 
like this, does not lend itself to any specific criteria. It cannot be mea-
sured via any football statistic. The guy who provides the most value to 
his team would actually be the guy doing the most while getting paid 
the least. I mean, as far as I’m concerned, running back Chris Carson 
at a total of $2.5 million over four years is a hell of a lot more valuable 
than running back Saquon Barkley at $31.4 million for four years. Also, 
in a team sport, individual awards are complete B.S. There is no “best” 
player, no most “valuable” player, no “Greatest of All Time” (GOAT, the 
most horrible name of any of this made-up nonsense). Every player’s 
performance affects his teammates’ performances. 

All of these “best” and “most valuable” designations are made up, so 
that sportswriters have something to write about without having to 
work too hard at it (their favorite thing to do), and so the leagues can 
stay in front of people, and drive poor, misguided people to argue 
about things that don’t exist. And, by the way, Patrick Mahomes is 
this year’s Trae Young, isn’t he? The football media just cannot get 
enough of him, just like the basketball media had to track that kid 
Young’s every move last season. “Oh, look! A new guy! Lots of of-
fense! We love him! He is so great! Look at him! Incredible!” Tell you 
what. We enjoyed looking at him lose at home on Thursday night 
vs. the Chargers, that’s for sure. Merry Christmas to all, and to all 
a pro itable early winter season! -- Bobby Smith
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For the final issue of 2018, I was going to make a long list of the most idiotic 
published statements by sportswriters, most of them involving “most” and 
“fewest” and “first since” and “rookie record” and “longest first-quarter 
scoring streak,” all that kind of useless crap. I have been compiling a long 
list of this stuff since baseball season, actually. But then I figured it would 
just be unsportsmanlike conduct. The guy who throws the retaliatory punch 
usually gets flagged. I don’t want to be that guy, right now. Let them continue 
unabated while dumbing down the public to their own level. Instead, I’ll just 
bore everyone with some observations about football.

There are a couple of College Football Playoff games coming up. The win-
ners will meet in the Championship Game. They play all season long, 129 
teams at the FBS level, and then there is a “committee” to select the Final 
Four, as if human involvement was necessary when they have power rat-
ings, and the best they could do was come up with two Playoff games 
with two-touchdown favorites? And the two two-touchdown favorites – Ala-
bama and Clemson -- have already met in two of the last three National 
Championship Games? Tell me why I, or anyone else, is supposed to be 
excited about this. Favorites of -13, -13.5 win 82-85% of their games out-
right. There is about a 65% chance that Clemson and Alabama will be play-
ing for the National Championship, again. Upsets can happen, of course. 
But in the big picture, they will never con me into taking this college football 
national championship thing seriously. Not when there are 10 conferences, 
all split into little divisions, and all a team needs to do to win its division is 
go 6-2 (or 5-3) without even playing everyone in the conference. There is so 
much illogical stuff that goes on en route to figuring out which four teams 
will be in the playoff. And the way they’ll “improve” upon it will be to eventu-
ally have eight teams, which will still be stupid, because the same illogical 
lead-ins will be taking place! Everyone plays an unbalanced schedule, but 
if somebody loses 2 games by 1 point to excellent opposition, they are 
considered not good enough to play for the championship. It’s all a joke. 
But the public buys in, so, the joke is on them. Last month, I noted how 
Jeff Sagarin’s ratings didn’t have Notre Dame in its top 10 when the first 
College Football Playoff rankings were released with Notre Dame as #3. 
Presently, Sagarin’s ratings show 12-0 Notre Dame rated #7, 1 point higher 
than Mississippi State, an 8-4 team. Whatever system they use is fine by 
me, because I’ll always consider it to be the best possible waste of time, 
because I don’t share the majority of our nation’s desire to “crown a national 
champion.” The first college football season I remember paying attention to 

ended with Notre Dame and Michigan State sharing a national champion-
ship, based on whatever polls were in use back then, which was I think 
was 1966. Both schools shouted “We’re #1!” I was fine with that. Last year, 
when Central Florida declared themselves #1 after going 13-0 and beating 
Auburn in the Peach Bowl, I was fine with that, too. You want to be #1? 
Great. You’re #1. If Rice wants to be #1, I’m okay with Rice being #1. They 
can all be #1 as far as I’m concerned.

Now I have a great idea for the NFL, whose games are officiated terribly, 
whose rules, penalties, commercial breaks and announcers have ruined 
telecasts, and whose glorification of the quarterback position is ridiculous. 
Since the NFL loves its quarterbacks so much, and has instituted rules 
that help quarterbacks and passing so much, why not further elevate the 
position by making it a community position? Every year, there is a three-
round quarterback draft, using the same process as the annual rookie 
draft. The worst team gets the opportunity to draft Aaron Rodgers to play 
for it the next season. The Super Bowl winner drafts last, and gets placed 
in the position of having to settle for, oh, I don’t know, Eli Manning as its 
quarterback for the following season? All the QBs get paid the same, 
based on years of service, because they are all quarterbacks -- godlike 
-- and throw for big, hallowed passing yards, with drives extended by pass 
interference calls against defensive backs who are being held and pushed 
off against by receivers. The NFL can establish a Quarterback Farm, where 
all the veteran and rookies QBs must live for two months out of every year 
to hone their craft of throwing a ball eight yards in the air, two yards past 
the line of scrimmage. At the Quarterback Farm, they must study all the 
different offensive systems, so they can step in and perform wonderfully 
for their new and different team year after year. If they do it this way, then 
all the kiddie sports reporters and announcers who compile and report on 
“quarterback wins” will actually be saying something relevant, because 
those wins will be accomplished with different teams, with different caliber 
offensive lines and skill-talent teammates, different coaches and different 
supporting defenses and special teams. All the people who write and talk 
about “Most Wins by a Quarterback!’ will finally have real, meaningful data 
for their dopey arguments about which quarterback is better than the other 
quarterback! Happy New Year, everyone. Make sure to stop and count your 
blessings, and remember that your best can always be bettered. The staff 
and management continue to appreciate your participation and support, 
and look forward to more good times ahead. -- Bobby Smith

ANOTHER HUGE BOWL ISSUE!
And a Wild, NFL Regular Season Week 17!
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NFL Playoffs Are Here!
So, I had a little free time on a Wednesday af-
ternoon and was ready to settle down and veg 
out for three hours to a little Boise State vs. 
Boston College in the First Responder Bowl. It 
didn’t figure to be one of those 4-hour games 

because both teams like to run a lot and control Time of Possession. 
Hopefully Boise State would win by more than a field goal for us. Boston 
College scored first and Boise’s offense didn’t look very good early, with 
their receivers getting no separation against the Boston College defen-
sive backs, but there was still plenty of time remaining. And then, they 
cancelled the game! But first, they waited a long time after someone 
spotted lightning in the distance. There must be some guy sitting in a 
glass booth at the top of every stadium these days.

We’ve been through this before. It’s football, it was meant to be played in 
foul weather, the world gets softer every day, blah, blah, blah. But what 
made the cancellation of this game even more ridiculous is that it only 
existed to televise, to millions of homes. There is something called ESPN 
Events, and it is owned by ESPN Inc. The company organizes sporting 
events for broadcast across the ESPN family of networks. In other words, 
the gosh darned bowl game is owned by ESPN. The broadcast outlet 
owns the game! It only exists because it’s a made-for-TV item! The Cotton 
Bowl seats 90,000 but only about 10,000 people were actually on-site, 
which is not surprising. These early bowl games are like horse racing 
simulcasts. Few people attend the live events, but many, many more all 
over the nation watch them (and/or wager on them). In the big picture, this 
model works because it’s all about dollars. If the dollars weren’t working 
for the people in charge, then they wouldn’t be doing it this way.

Which makes it all the more puzzling when they allow weather to stop and 
cancel a football game. They say that it’s for player safety, which seems ri-
diculous given the nature of the sport. A player can have his career ended 
on a hit that happens in dry weather, but god forbid we play in a little rain 
and lightning! Maybe they’re afraid of lawsuits from fans who might get hit 
by lightning because they aren’t smart enough to wait inside the stadium 
to avoid their million-to-one shot of being struck by lightning. We can’t 
sue automobile manufacturers for producing the nation’s leading cause 
of death year after year with vehicles made to exceed safe speed limits, 
but they fear a lawsuit if somebody gets hit by lightning? It was the First 
Responder Bowl. If somebody had been hit by lightning, there would have 
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been plenty of first responders on the scene for the “Fastest treatment 
ever administered to an injured person in a football stadium, according to 
ESPN Stats and Information.” I think it all boils down to the fact that ESPN 
was involved. They have writers who write nonsense, broadcasters who 
broadcast foolishness, so it stands to reason that they’d have decision-
makers who would make idiotic decisions.

Here is an example of some of the nonsense written by their writers, in 
this case writing about their broadcasters who broadcast foolishness: 
“Ryan Hollins and Max Kellerman debate how much blame Aaron Rod-
gers deserves for the current state of the Packers. Hollins: Rodgers is 
100% responsible for Packers’ failures.”

Gee, a debate about how much “blame” a really good quarterback “de-
serves” for the team having a losing record. Maybe, get a life? I wonder 
how these goons calculate their Blame Percentage. What would they do 
if “blame” didn’t exist for them to generate content from?

Alrighty, then, let’s take a peek at how our NFL Zone Blitz projections did 
with NFL teams for 2018.:

GOOD Actual ATS
Atlanta 5-11-0
Chicago 12-4-0
Cleveland 10-6-0
LA Rams 7-7-2
New Orleans 10-6-0
NY Jets 5-10-1
Falcons and Jets? What the heck were they doing on “Good” list? I didn’t 
know we had staffers on drugs. Those two, and the 49ers, were the 
worst ATS teams in the NFL. Okay, fine, we were on target with some so-
called surprises, Cleveland and Chicago. How the heck did those bums 
the Bengals go 9-7 against the spread? That is ridiculous. And I should 
have known that when the rag called Sports Illustrated ran a huge, fea-
tured, highly publicized story in August about the alleged demise of the 
Seahawks, titled “Inside the Unraveling of the Seattle Seahawks,” with 
input from many disgruntled veterans no longer on the team, that the Se-
ahawks would be profitable and make the playoffs. You know who knows 
the least about football, don’t you? Sportswriters! You know who knows 
the next least about football? Football players! – Bobby Smith

Clemson-Alabama Championship Forecast...

POOR Actual ATS
Buffalo 7-9-0
Cincinnati 9-7-0
Dallas 8-6-2
Oakland 6-10-0
Seattle 9-5-2
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Check out our four foreacsts for the

I was thinking about using this space to whine and complain about how 
the Sports Reporter jinx was still hovering over us. You’ll remember it 
as the post-season tendency to have victories wrapped up entering the 
fourth quarter, only to not win it within 15 minutes of game time in the end. 
We were on Ohio State pretty good in the Rose Bowl, which they led 28-3 
entering the fourth quarter. You know what happened, out of nowhere. 
Then, we were on Dallas -2.5, Bet Bet in Sports Reporter, against Seattle 
in the Wild Card game Saturday night. How’s that for bad luck?

But that’s the end of my whine. Doesn’t do any good to waste time moan-
ing about it. Winning games is the best revenge. We were on the Chargers 
and Eagles the next day, with a Best Bet Total winner on Chargers-Ravens 
in the Midweek Update, a little medicine to help make the Dallas debacle 
easier to swallow. You know what’s also good revenge for ridiculous loss-
es that never should have happened? When the clown coaches of the big 
lead-blowers, or the teams themselves, meet up with karma. The curse 
began a few years ago with a cluster of bowl games that turned bad in 
the end. Among teams that blew huge, three-touchdown leads very late 
in those games were Pitt, Baylor, Oregon and Western Michigan. Here’s 
how I enjoyed the most recent activity involving those teams:

Pitt was a Sports Reporter Best Bet taking +6.5 against Stanford in the Sun 
Bowl when the paper came out a few weeks ago. I guess our readership is 
larger than I’d realized, because Pitt was +3.5 by kickoff. Pitt lost the game 
outright, by 1 point. But they won the wager. ‘Ha-ha, Pitt, you’re offense was 
showcased as horrible, and you lost! But we used you to win, you tools!’

Art Briles was Baylor head coach when they blew a 21-point fourth quarter 
bowl lead to Michigan State. Won’t see Mr. “I See No Scandal” Briles coaching 
a major college football team no more! Gee, what a shame. Chuckle, chuckle. 
His son was the offensive coordinator who bungled that fourth quarter, snap-
ping the ball early in the play clock, leaving MSU a lot of time, unneccessarily. 
Briles, Jr. was the OC for Houston this season. Lost his bowl game 70-14 to 
Army while he stood on the sidelines watching an injured team that got injured 
because he insists on having an offense that runs more plays than kids’ bod-
ies can handle. We were on Army. ‘Scoreboard, buddy! Ha-ha, Briles family!’

Mark Helfrich was the Oregon head coach who stood like a deer in the head-
lights watching a 30-0 halftime lead disappear into bowl defeat vs. TCU. I 
thought we’d gotten our revenge for that when Helfrich was fired after Oregon 
suffered through a horrible following season, and we enjoyed some Best Bet 

winners against him along the way. But he landed on his feet to become OC of 
the Chicago Bears. ‘Ha-ha, Helfrich! Nice game calling plays that got only 15 
points against the Eagles on Sunday! What a shame you had to lose on a field 
goal that hit the upright and the crossbar!’ We were on the Eagles, +6.

Jeff Brohm was Western Kentucky head coach when they allowed Central 
Michigan to score something like 31 points in the fourth quarter to blow the -3 
spread in a bowl game. Brohm stayed in hurry-up offense going nowhere, as if 
the phrase “clock management” never existed, gifting the comeback to CMU. 
Brohm is now head coach of Purdue. Final score of Purdue’s bowl game this 
season? Auburn 63, Purdue 14. Halftime score? 56-7. Auburn did everything 
but yank his pants off and parade them around the stadium. ‘Ha-ha, Brohm! 
Way to show up!’ We were on Auburn. Sports Reporter revenge against all!

Oh, jeez, and this guy will be calling the Super Bowl
Here is a sentence that was actually spoken by Jim Nantz in the third quar-
ter of the L.A.-Baltimore playoff game on Sunday:

“100 minutes in real time since Lamar had his last completion.”

God help us all. I would like to analyze every piece of this sentence to dem-
onstrate how ridiculous it was.

“100 minutes in real time...”

Hey, Jim! The Chargers had the ball the series before halftime. Then, there 
was halftime. Then, the Chargers had the ball to start the second half! The 
kid couldn’t have completed a pass when his team didn’t possess the ball! 
Also, the game isn’t played in “real time,” you boob! You only said this be-
cause you could use the number “100,” because it seemed dramatic!

“…since Lamar…”

First-name basis? How sweet. Like the NBA? For unacccomplished rook-
ies who complete passes to the ground? What is wrong with you?

“…had his last completion.”

Jim Nantz cannot be “completed” without big passing yards. He fell in love 
with Colts-Patriots Peyton Manning/Tom Brady. He hates his job now. Quit, 
Jim, quit! – Bobby Smith
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NFL Divisional Playoff Round



Acium volupta quost, tet aut ut voluptas si ute laboremperat eum atus am vellorepe nestia nobit esse dolo corest volupta tiaspel in consequis quoditias dolor 
repre, cum consectatum litatur? Os nus quatur? Oluptatur? Necus sam voluptate vel maion rem facepe aliae cor re nos eiuscit magnatis a l i s 
dolutatem sit, noneces alicima voluptatur, apellab oratia cullut liti blam non nihillore nem quibeatium aut magnat la sant quam ea ipiduciasiti n a m 
solessus re voloreium eat untus moditib usapienti beatest denis se nonse nonsequam nat verum harchicienis nos utat.

Uciet, te sunt quiduntur? Bori odipsa sum, susdaere volo diti deriate sincto omnimagnis non re imi, sum eturi dolenem fugitatibus et mo l o r e 
poratiis minctusanda nosti quaerem eum vit utat. Nis est lat. Ovitis nonsect urepelesto tet mi, sin exerferum re cuptio et quam qui as sam, s int ia 
sequo veria destinctatur sequi recus modipsam eos aut reseque solupti bearum excerit pratibus repratia pra nis est as nis debit, com m o d i 
gnamusandel moluptam voluptatia delesentendi cum et rehendistis reculla vitam, ommolo tori volo volorpos re, optae pro to dolorionecus parum dit odit quam, 
sin ra dellaci volores totatis apicae nonet endipsanis et moluptatat. Et ut fugite doluptatur si inctus.
Anducim inciunte que imus molorum sunt restrum, ut ipit, nullibu scidese ctotaque nobissunt quiam, officiandis doluptur? Qui int dolor restiorro omnistet quatium 
ipiti sed est fugitas dendis et autatur, odicil mint. Ciis dolupti umquiae pratatintur, ute mos eos sit odi reruntionse eat quam ad quatect atisto eaque voluptur? Qui 
destius, sitiumquo estis conseque volorpo ritatur apit officilia qui cus mi, estruptae maion conserspit fuga. 

Ecere nectate mporeperum quia sae quodit ommos cuptiore volorem. Fuga. Aciist, qui volesciis vel et omnimetur sincto cum dolum quis eum quiae atiatis 
dernam, ulpa sus eum cullibus nonseque qui as ut expedi tem si dolupta apicimus suntur modi odionesto explign iminulpa que volumet quis ut adit quaes est, 
comnimpos consece ptatum fugitat emperissunt eatus pliae non nullore pedis re coremporenis sinctiustiam ad minus.
Tempores adipsam utent reratur, aut a nos maximenisto corum nobitibus dolorporepel ipitate volut inciminis eum as adiore voluptae volupti duntiaerci blabore 
iciureped quiPorterium ocrit; nu seriviridi casdam am utem. C. Ahacera eceropu blicavo ctorbit Catertem prituribunce et orave, Catantiliam dum oculienam tem 
int pessenaribus vivis quiPorterium ocrit; nu seriviridi casdam am utem. C. Ahacera eceropu blicavo ctorbit Catertem prituribunce et orave, Catantiliam dum 
oculienam tem int pessenaribus vivi. 

jflskajdf;ksjdfskjslkfj;slkjf a;sldkjnfsa;dlkfj ;lkansdjf;lksa ;laksnd f;lk ;lkansd;lfknj ;;lkn ;lkn ;lkansd f;; ;lknas d;lfkns;;;kans df;lkn ;klansd fn  ;akdnf  ;alkdnf   a;lskdnf 
; f;kasjd 

The #1 Sports Information Source for 44 YearsCOPYRIGHT 2019, Sports Reporter Inc.

AFC, NFC Championships!
I went to a bar with my neighbor to watch the Seattle-Dallas wild card 
game a couple of weeks ago. He asked me, “If you had pick a quar-
terback to win one game, who would it be?” I said, “What are you, Jim 
Nantz?” He said, “What’s that supposed to mean?” I said, “Never mind.”

I told him I’d take the quarterback with the best offensive line.

“Come on,” he moaned. “You know what I mean. Who would it be?”

“Okay, I want the quarterback with the better offensive line and the better 
defense coming on the field after him.”

Why are you busting my balls? Who is the one quarterback you’d want?

“What kind of game is it? Pre-season, regular season or post-season?”

“A big game. The Super Bowl!”

“Are we a running team or a passing team? Who are we playing against?”

“I don’t know. Anybody!”

“Not just anybody makes it to the big game. By the way, this is a moot 
question because I’m not a general manager, team president or owner. I 
would never be in position to make this choice.”

“Let’s say you were!”

“I think the NFL’s rules state that I have to go with one of the quarterbacks 
on my roster, right? Dance with the guy who brung ya’. I mean, I guess I 
could sign a free agent, but if we’ve already gotten to the big game, then 
he probably wouldn’t be any better than what I’ve already got, you know 
what I mean?”

“You can have any great quarterback that’s ever played the game!”

“Wow, they’re going to change the rules just for me? How nice. But if 
I choose some 65-year-old retired Hall of Fame quarterback, he’d get 
eaten alive. My third-stringer would be better than him.”

“You’d have him in his prime!”

“He’ll need time to get comfortable with his teammates and our offensive 
system. If I just pluck him out of thin air and into our team’s system, then 
he probably wouldn’t do very well.”

“Son of a. One big game, one quarterback. Who would it be?”

“Quarterbacks don’t win games. Teams win games. If the line in front of 
him doesn’t block well enough to protect him, or set up good down and 
distance situations, and if his receivers drop balls or can’t separate from 
the other team’s DBs, and if he completes 100% of his passes but our 
defense and special teams allow more points than our offense scores, 
then it won’t matter which quarterback I pick. We’ll lose.”

He was more than fed up with me. “I’m sorry I asked!” I wasn’t (tee-hee!).

*     *     * 

When I accidentally bumped into the following “thing” last week, on an 
alleged sports betting site, I knew the Chiefs would win/cover vs. the Colts: 

The Houston Texans’ Deshaun Watson, Baltimore Ravens’ Lamar Jackson 
and Chicago Bears’ Mitchell Trubisky all started their first playoff game 
last weekend. It didn’t go well as each newbie lost and failed to cover. 
That leaves 43 first-time starters in games against an experienced playoff 
quarterback, which is the same scenario for Mahomes and the Chiefs this 
weekend. Mahomes’ opponent, Andrew Luck, will start his eighth playoff 
game. As it turns out, the playoff flops by Watson, Jackson and Trubisky 
in the Wild Card round is nothing new. Since 2002, first-time starters in 
the playoffs have gone 13-30 straight up and 11-31-1 against the spread... 
All quarterbacks, whether they have home-field advantage or are favored 
by the betting market, have let gamblers down. Passers playing at home 
have gone 8-18 SU and 6-20 ATS, while chalk quarterbacks are 8-14 SU 
and 5-17 ATS. Quarterbacks who are home favorites, like Mahomes, have 
gone 6-13 SU and 3-16 ATS.

So, what kind of impact did Luck’s “playoff experience!” have for the 
Colts on Sunday in KC? None! Unbelievable, this nonsense. So many 
people just go on thinking that QBs are out there playing by themselves. 
They complie their short-sample studies as if no QB ever had teammates, 
to suit their story (says the guy who thought the Chargers would beat the 
Patriots and is therefore the clear-cut idiot of the week). -- Bobby Smith
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‘Oh, those Sports Reporter guys! What a bunch of mo-
rons. They knew it was going to be cold in Kansas City 
and yet they made a Recommended pick on the Over 
in Patriots-Chiefs in their Midweek Update. Ha! They 
think they’re so smart. The score is 14-0 at halftime! 
Mahomes, he can’t play in this cold! It’s freezing out 
there! How are these teams gonna get to 56 points? 
They projected 65 total points in their Midweek Up-
date. That’s 52 points off the total here at halftime. Who 
would make that ridiculous pick?’

Tee-hee-hee.

You know what makes me laugh? A lot of things, but one of them is the 
phrase, “They are the team that nobody wants to face in the playoffs.” It’s 
an idiotic statement to make about any team, because the competition, 
whoever it will be, will not be afraid of this supposed team that nobody 
wants to face. But the funniest part about that phrase is that the New Eng-
land Patriots are never “the team that nobody wants to face.” They’ve been 
in the last eight AFC Championship Games, but the clown people who toss 
empty phrases around such as, “They’re the team nobody wants to face in 
the playoffs!” never identify the most successful team of the last 20 years 
as being that team. The no-doubt, without question, flat-out toughest out 
-- the Patriots -- is nevertheless never “the team that nobody wants to 
face,” according to the people who make up phrases because they sound 
dramatic. The team that nobody wants to face (supposedly, and very defi-
nitely, imaginary) is, instead, always somebody ordinary like this year’s Se-
attle Seahawks. It’s amazing how people parrot nonsense year after year. 

With all the hype about quarterbacks and their passing yards that sportscast-
ers and sportswriters love to spurt out of their mouths, I got to thinking the 
other day. A touchdown pass in football is very much like an assisted basket 
in basketball. One guy throws to the ball to another guy, and the guy scores 
points after the connection is made. End of story. When one basketball player 
throws a pass to another and the new guy with the ball doesn’t score a bas-
ket, it’s not an assist. The pass could have been part of an offensive set that 
eventually produced a basket, or free throws, or it could have been part of 
an empty possession. Either way, it’s not recorded as a stat. That scenario is 
very much like a second-and-six pass that goes for a first down on a football 
possession that either ends in points, or doesn’t. So, what the heck is the big 
deal about quarterbacks and their passing yards? A QB can throw a 25-yard 
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completion from his 15-yard-line to the 40, 2 yards over the line of scrimmage 
and 23 yards on the legs of the receiver, and then the offense might go three-
and-out. So, big friggin’ deal, he played catch with a teammate who did most 
of the work, on a series that produced no points. But the quarterback gets 
credit for 25 passing yards, and Jim Nantz cuddles up next to him and tells 
everyone – often at a high-drama turning point of an important game – that, 
“He’s approaching 300 yards on the day!” What a joke. What a ridiculous way 
to prioritize the coverage of this sport. Basketball gets it right. They move the 
ball up the floor with passes, but the distance of the passes don’t count on 
the scoreboard, so nobody cares, as they shouldn’t, and they aren’t logged. 
The distance of the passes don’t count on the scoreboard in football, either, 
but for some reason, that yardage is of paramount importance to the promot-
ers of the game. A touchdown pass is just an assist. Period. End of story. A 
completed pass that isn’t a touchdown is… just a thing that happened en 
route to the result. By the way, did you notice that the NFL’s six highest paid 
quarterbacks all missed the playoffs this year, and only one of the six teams 
finished with a winning record? 

Anyway, here we go again, fast and first with the Super Bowl analysis. 
Enjoy it. Do not overbet it, because it’s only one game. There have only 
been 52 of them, as many as four weeks of NFL regular-season games. 
Don’t get caught up in “trends,” because 52 games is still a short sample. 
Football has finished, folks. For us, for this season. There is another league 
coming up right behind the Super Bowl (the Alliance of American Football), 
but we’ll watch and see how that goes. I wish the NFL would play a little 
longer, but maybe it’s good they end right here. I’ve heard enough of, “This 
is the first time they have/haven’t scored on their opening drive since [who 
the heck cares]…” for a while. I mean, when the Fox studio host comes 
on at halftime of a 13-10 NFC title game and says, “Not a lot of offense, 
but…” almost apologizing for what was actually a competitive, interesting 
and entertaining first half… holy crap, what a bunch of nonsense mucking 
up the football world. Remember, there will be no Midweek Update this 
week, or Sports Reporter next week, or any week until late August, 2019, 
for Week 1 of the 2019 College Football season. If you haven’t already 
planned to, please accept our invitation to stay with us at the Web site 
for Basketball and Baseball seasons. Our NBA genius and College Hoops 
Guru, Jr. do a fine job every day, and Major League Baseball will be start-
ing before you know it! Thank you, everyone! It is always a privelege to 
tackle this task for you and we hope you were well-informed and became 
more knowledgeable along with us. We sincerely appreciate your 
patron-age. Good luck and good health to all. – Bobby Smith




