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The 2026 Kentucky Legislative Session has come to a close. One of the most
talked about bills, House Bill 4(HB4) Grooming, was signed into law by Gov.
Andy Beshear on April 10, 2026 with emergency 4 provision, meaning it will go
into effect immediately and not have the traditional 90 day waiting period after
the session ends.

HB4's primary sponsor, Rep Marianne Proctor (R) commented on the bill during
a March 2026 committee meeting. “We’ve got an increasing problem across our
commonwealth … one in 10 children are sexually abused, and those are the
ones that we know about. Grooming is the intentional, manipulative and
deceptive process where a predator developed a relationship with a child to
prepare them for future acts of sexual abuse. What this bill seeks to do is to
stop that behavior before it progresses to sexual assault.”  

Under HB4 adults who groom a minor for sex can be criminally charged.
Groomers face a Class A misdemeanor charge unless the minor is younger
than 12 years old, in which case it is a Class D felony. 
For perpetrators in trusted positions, grooming a minor is a Class D felony
unless the minor is younger than 12, in which case it is a Class C felony. 
Until now, law enforcement had to wait to charge groomers until they have
specifically solicited or assaulted a child.

With passage of this bill, Kentucky becomes one of 18 states which passed
laws that legally define or criminalize grooming as the process of
manipulating a child for sexual abuse, giving local law enforcement the ability to
intervene in potential child sexual abuse cases earlier. 

Read the full bill here.

https://pathcoalitionofky.org/
https://pathcoalitionofky.org/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/26rs/hb4.html#:~:text=House%20Bill%204,-Actions%20%7C%20Amendments&text=AN%20ACT%20relating%20to%20grooming%20a%20minor.&text=Create%20a%20new%20section%20of,to%20conform%3B%20make%20technical%20corrections.


It's Derby Time! While the greatest two minutes in sports is quickly
approaching, the increased media presence around human trafficking at major
sporting events is also intensified.

While the media presence is appreciated by those working in the anti trafficking
fields, we need to remember that trafficking occurs year round and in all socio-
economic categories.

PATH interim chair, Dr. Theresa Hayden, has spent her academic career
teaching in criminal justice and social work departments focused on
researching trafficking and generational family violence. With Derby upon us,
it's always good to remember that if we see something, we need to say
something anytime of the year.

Dr. Hayden's 2014 research of Backpage ads revealed that the most high
demand time for trafficking in Louisville was actually during the NCAA
tournament regional games. So while a high profile sporting event, it certainly
did not bring in the numbers of people visiting Louisville that Derby does.
Another good reminder that it is happening right here all the time. It doesn't go
away because Derby is over.

If you are interested in reading Dr. Hayden's full research, read it here.

A recap of the 2026 media coverage of trafficking around Derby has survivor
stories, general information on what to watch out for and information from First
Lady Britainy Beshear on her human trafficking coalition.

﻿Survivor Story WBIR
﻿Survivor Story WLKY
Human Trafficking Spectrum News
Warning Signs WDRB
Billboards Fox56

https://www.academia.edu/22987945/A_content_analysis_of_Backpage_com_advertisements_in_Louisville_Kentucky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vagFYjP7TR0
https://www.wlky.com/article/human-trafficking-awareness-kebntucky-derby-louisville/71101774
https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/northern-ky/news/2026/04/29/human-trafficking-signs-and-resources
https://www.wdrb.com/news/uofl-health-officials-describe-the-warning-signs-of-human-trafficking-during-derby/article_51f1977b-3a5c-4155-af29-9356a80d4c57.html
https://fox56news.com/news/kentucky/advocates-warn-of-hidden-danger-during-derby-weekend-in-louisville-we-cant-have-that/


Point of View WDRB
Human Trafficking Awareness Coalition

As always, if you see something, say something or call the National Human
Trafficking Hotline - 1-888-373-7888.

PATH IN THE BOARDROOM
Work continues as the PATH board gears up to transition leadership in July,
2026. Nominations for board positions are currently being held and a
transitional leadership team has been established to guide the process. We
appreciate all the time, talent and treasure our current board has put in to make
sure education around human trafficking is highly visible.

New board members are also being welcomed to the board to increase our
knowledge and education base in all areas of board governance.

PATH AND YOU

Want to support PATH but perhaps don't have the resources? If you do your
grocery shopping at Kroger, please consider signing up for Kroger Community
Rewards and making PATH your beneficiary.

Follow instructions here: Kroger Community Rewards Instructions
or
Sign in to your account at kroger.com, go to My Account, Select Community
Rewards from the left hand menu, search for PATH Coalition of KY, click Enroll.

It's that easy! PATH thanks you for your support.

Know anyone who should be receiving this monthly email? Help us expand our
reach! Forward this link and have them sign up today: PATH newsletter 

Be sure to Like and Follow us on Facebook

Is the PATH newsletter going to your spam folder? Be sure to add Constant
Contact to your approved list of contacts so that this newsletter finds its way to

https://www.wdrb.com/pov/point-of-view-help-fight-human-sex-trafficking/article_465bf0b6-bdb6-4559-9e65-306d29f3bc8b.html
https://www.kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=2720&fbclid=IwY2xjawQ3XfVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNMTJtVG9kZEd4NmNqMDhTc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq3ou2I5exvDDVRYCDXlNuyshRsLRkdn9se2B331yAjl6ihHg-HmBp2xrJdR_aem_kERk_lnjeI-BZnV57RId_Q
tel://18883737888
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/SHbqKEo/PATHSignUpNow?source_id=fdc245cb-e538-4abf-ba6a-2b1149019119&source_type=em&c=
https://www.facebook.com/pathcoalitionofky
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