
 
 

Title: Forklift Safety in Construction 

Objective: To raise awareness of the potential hazards associated with forklifts and promote safe operating 
practices to prevent accidents and injuries on construction sites. 
Introduction: Forklifts are invaluable tools in construction for lifting and transporting heavy materials. However, 
they can pose significant risks if not operated safely. By understanding the hazards and following proper procedures, 
we can ensure a safe working environment for everyone on the construction site. 

Key Points: 
1. Operator Training: Only trained and authorized personnel should operate forklifts. Ensure operators receive 

comprehensive training on safe operating practices, equipment controls, and emergency procedures.  
2. Pre-Operational Inspection: Conduct a pre-operational inspection of the forklift before each use. Check 

for any visible damage, leaks, or defects in the brakes, steering, tires, and hydraulic system. Report any 
issues to a supervisor immediately. 

3. Load Capacity: Never exceed the rated load capacity of the forklift. Check the load weight and distribution 
before lifting and use the appropriate lifting attachment for the task. Avoid overloading or carrying unstable 
loads. 

4. Safe Operation: Drive at a safe speed, especially when turning or operating on uneven terrain. Keep a clear 
line of sight and watch for pedestrians, obstacles, and other vehicles. Use horns or signals to alert others of 
your presence. 

5. Pedestrian Safety: Establish designated pedestrian walkways and separate them from forklift traffic 
whenever possible. Ensure pedestrians are aware of forklift operations and the importance of staying clear 
of forklifts and their pathways. 

6. Parking and Storage: Park forklifts in designated areas when not in use, with the forks lowered to the 
ground and the parking brake engaged. Never leave a forklift unattended with the engine running or the forks 
raised. 

7. Refueling and Charging: Follow proper procedures for refueling or recharging forklift batteries. Ensure 
ventilation in charging areas to prevent the buildup of flammable gases. Avoid smoking or open flames near 
fueling stations. 

8. Emergency Procedures: Know how to respond to emergencies, including forklift tip-overs, collisions, or 
mechanical failures. Stay calm, evacuate the area if necessary, and report the incident to a supervisor 
immediately. 

Conclusion: Forklifts are powerful tools that require responsible operation to prevent accidents and injuries. By 
following safety procedures, conducting thorough inspections, and maintaining awareness, we can ensure a safe 
working environment for everyone on the construction site. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are the common causes of forklift accidents in construction? 
2. Why is it important to conduct pre-operational inspections of forklifts? 
3. How can pedestrian safety be ensured around forklift operations? 

Stay Safe and Operate Forklifts Responsibly! 
 
 


