
 
 

Title: Hazard Communication in Construction 

Objective: To raise awareness of the importance of hazard communication in construction and promote 
practices to identify, assess, and mitigate hazards, ensuring a safe working environment for all. 
Introduction: Construction sites present a wide range of hazards, from physical dangers like falls and 
electrocution to chemical exposures and environmental risks. Effective hazard communication is crucial for 
identifying, understanding, and addressing these hazards to prevent accidents and injuries. 

Key Points: 
1. Identification of Hazards: Regularly assess the construction site for potential hazards, including 

physical, chemical, biological, and environmental risks. Use hazard identification tools such as 
inspections, risk assessments, and job hazard analyses (JHAs) to identify and prioritize hazards. 

2. Labeling and Signage: Ensure all hazardous materials, substances, and equipment are properly 
labeled with clear and prominent signage. Labels should include information on the nature of the 
hazard, appropriate handling procedures, and emergency contact details. 

3. Safety Data Sheets (SDS): Maintain up-to-date Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for all hazardous 
substances used on the construction site. SDS provide detailed information on the properties, 
hazards, handling procedures, and emergency response measures for each chemical. SDSs can be 
found at www.bms.support.  

4. Training and Education: Provide comprehensive training to workers on hazard identification, labeling, 
SDS interpretation, and safe handling practices for hazardous materials and equipment. Ensure 
workers understand the risks associated with their tasks and how to mitigate them. 

5. Communication Channels: Establish clear communication channels for reporting hazards, incidents, 
and near misses on the construction site. Encourage workers to report hazards promptly to 
supervisors or safety representatives to facilitate timely intervention and risk mitigation. 

6. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Ensure workers have access to appropriate PPE to protect 
against identified hazards. Provide training on the proper selection, use, and maintenance of PPE, and 
enforce its consistent use in high-risk areas or activities. 

7. Emergency Response Procedures: Develop and communicate emergency response procedures for 
hazardous incidents, including spills, exposures, fires, and releases. Conduct regular drills to practice 
emergency response protocols and ensure workers are familiar with their roles and responsibilities. 

8. Continuous Improvement: Foster a culture of continuous improvement in hazard communication by 
soliciting feedback from workers, conducting regular safety meetings, and reviewing incident reports 
and near misses to identify opportunities for improvement. 

Conclusion: Hazard communication is essential for identifying, understanding, and addressing risks in 
construction. By implementing effective communication strategies, providing comprehensive training, and 
fostering a culture of safety, we can minimize hazards and ensure a safe working environment for everyone on 
the construction site. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Why is hazard communication important in construction? 
2. What are some common methods for identifying hazards on construction sites? 
3. How can workers contribute to effective hazard communication? 
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