
 
 

Title: Preventing Heat Exhaustion in Construction 

Objective: To raise awareness of the risks of heat exhaustion in construction and promote measures to 
prevent heat-related illnesses, ensuring the well-being of workers on the job site. 
Introduction: Working outdoors in construction exposes workers to high temperatures, especially during the 
summer months. Heat exhaustion is a serious condition that can result from prolonged exposure to heat and 
humidity. By understanding the signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion and taking preventive measures, we 
can protect ourselves and our colleagues from its effects. 

Key Points: 
1. Know the Signs: Familiarize yourself with the signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion, including 

excessive sweating, weakness, dizziness, nausea, headache, and confusion. Prompt recognition of 
these symptoms is crucial for early intervention. 

2. Stay Hydrated: Drink plenty of water throughout the day, even if you don't feel thirsty. Avoid 
caffeinated or alcoholic beverages, as they can contribute to dehydration. Keep water bottles readily 
available on the job site and encourage regular hydration breaks. 

3. Take Breaks: Schedule frequent breaks in shaded or air-conditioned areas to rest and cool down. 
Avoid strenuous activities during the hottest parts of the day, if possible. Rotate tasks to minimize 
exposure to heat. 

4. Wear Appropriate Clothing: Dress in lightweight, loose-fitting clothing that allows sweat to evaporate 
and helps regulate body temperature. If required to wear FR clothing, wear light weight FR clothing. 
Wear wide-brimmed hats and safety sunglasses to protect against sun exposure, and apply sunscreen 
to exposed skin. 

5. Use Cooling Measures: Use cooling towels, fans, or misting stations to help lower body temperature 
and provide relief from the heat. Take advantage of shaded areas or temporary shelters to rest and cool 
off during breaks. 

6. Monitor Each Other: Look out for signs of heat exhaustion in your coworkers and encourage them to 
take breaks and hydrate if needed. If someone shows symptoms of heat exhaustion, take immediate 
action to cool them down and seek medical attention if necessary. 

7. Acclimatization: Gradually acclimate to working in hot conditions by increasing exposure time over 
several days. Allow new workers or those returning from extended absences to adjust to the heat 
gradually. 

8. Emergency Response: Know the procedures for responding to heat-related emergencies, including 
calling for medical assistance and providing first aid until help arrives. Heat exhaustion can escalate to 
heat stroke, a life-threatening condition, if not treated promptly. 

Conclusion: Heat exhaustion is a serious risk in construction, but by taking preventive measures and looking 
out for each other, we can stay safe and healthy on the job site. Prioritize hydration, rest, and staying cool to 
prevent heat-related illnesses and ensure a productive workday. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are the early signs of heat exhaustion, and why is prompt recognition important? 
2. How can proper hydration help prevent heat-related illnesses? 
3. What measures can be taken to create a safer working environment in hot conditions? 


