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Introduction to the day
The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings that run from September
through May of each year. The texts are designed to follow the flow of the biblical story
from Creation through the early Christian church. We are in Year 2 the Year of Mark.
Today we continue with the Narrative lectionary in Genesis.
Introduction to the reading: Mark 12:28-44
Great commandment, scribes seek honor, a poor widow gives all she has.

Great Commandment
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.
We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.
Give us new hearts and right spirits,
that we may find what is pleasing to you
and dwell in your house forever.
Amen.
Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.
All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG:

#654 The Church's One Foundation

1 The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord of love, you have taught us that love is your greatest commandment. Teach us to
love as unconditionally as you love us.
Amen.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE READING: Mark 12:28-44
The holy gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
28

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?" 29
Jesus answered, "The first is, "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.' 31 The second is this, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 32 Then the scribe said to
him, "You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that "he is one, and besides him there is
no other'; 33 and "to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with
all the strength,' and "to love one's neighbor as oneself,'—this is much more important
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely,
he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask
him any question. 35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, "How can the
scribes say that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit,
declared, "The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies
under your feet." ' 37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?" And the
large crowd was listening to him with delight. 38 As he taught, he said, "Beware of the
scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets! 40 They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation." 41 He sat down opposite the
treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in
large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a
penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she
had, all she had to live on."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: #855 Crown him with many crowns
1 Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king
through all eternity.

4 Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing,
who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who testify to your
deeds of power (like Jonathan Edwards, whom we commemorate today). Raise up voices
in your church that are often silenced or overlooked due to age, gender expression, race,
or economic status. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it and
beneath it. Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering drought.
Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who seek goodness,
righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who would seek to
cause violence or terror. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek
prayer this day (especially). Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses,
physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person who enters, no
matter their physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory need. Help us to be creative
and brave in making our facilities and our ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with
you. We give thanks for your saints (especially). Join us together with them as your
children in this world and the next. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER IN TIME OF NATIONAL HEALTH CONCERN
God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new
uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all
who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we
consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and
communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion,
concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
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Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For
your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Now is the acceptable time.
Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God,
speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
☩ bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace.
Amen.
POSTLUDE: Christ, the life of all the living
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
OFFERING
Please mail all offerings to the church office at 9000 Kildare Ave. Skokie, IL 60076.

Join us for coffee and treats at the back of the sanctuary following the postlude!
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Bible readings are from the NRSV.
ONELICENSE A-727259 for Nov 08, 2019 - Nov 07, 2020

4

