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Sharing the Bread of Life 

St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church 
 

October 5th 2025 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:30 AM 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders for Today: 

Presiding Minister: Minister Alex Linn and Pastor John Lang 

Cantor: Paul Rupprecht 

Assisting Minister: Pat Ruth 

Technical Specialist: Michael Lindahl 

Sacristan: Nancy Crivello 



 

2 

 

Introduction to the Day 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous 

potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy 

baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them 

with thanksgiving. 

 

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

Paul encourages the Corinthian believers to participate in a collection for the impoverished Christians in 

Jerusalem, using the Macedonian churches as a prime example of joyful, voluntary, and generous giving despite 

their own extreme poverty. 

 

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship. 

He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than 

works seeking reward. 

 

FRIENDS IN CHRIST 

 

Monday, October 6, 2025 

William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 

Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. He was opposed in 

this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He completed the New Testament in 1525, but before 

he could finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake. 

 

Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 

Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take charge and unite their 

work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the American Lutherans. Among other 

accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the Common Service of 1888. 

 

Friday, October 10, 2025 

Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1986 (TFF) 

A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward ethnic and racial 

inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in 1958, he served in positions including 

Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for Mission in North America. 

. 
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WELCOME 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

ALL: Amen 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

We keep silence for reflection. 

 

   Merciful and loving God, 

ALL: we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

PRESIDING MINISTER:  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
 

ALL: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: #863 My God, How Wonderful Thou Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
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GREETING 

PRESIDING MINISTER: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

ALL: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them 

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL: Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

THE WORD 

 

NEW TESTAMENT: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

ASSISTING MINISTER: A reading from. 2 Corinthians. 

 1 We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the churches of 

Macedonia, 2 for during a severe ordeal of affliction their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their 

means and even beyond their means, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of partnering in this ministry to the 

saints, 5 and not as we expected. Instead, they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to 

us, 6 so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should also complete this 

generous undertaking among you. 7 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 

  8 I do not say this as a command, but I am, by mentioning the eagerness of others, testing the genuineness of 

your love. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes 

he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10 And in this matter I am giving my opinion: it 

is beneficial for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something. 11 Now 

finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12 For if the 

eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not 

have. 13 For I do not mean that there should be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of 

equality between 14 your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may also supply your need, 

in order that there may be equality. 15 As it is written, 

 “The one who had much did not have too much, 

  and the one who had little did not have too little.” 

ASSISTING MINISTER: Word of the Lord 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM: Have no Fear, Little Flock 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 

PRESIDING MINISTER: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, 

‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; 

put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for 

doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are 

worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

PRESIDING MINISTER: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

ALL: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

SERMON 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #796 How Firm a Foundation 
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CREED   

PRESIDING MINISTER: And now, living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.   

ALL: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

PRAYERS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

ASSISTING MINISTER: Please feel free to unmute yourselves to join in these prayers of the people. Renewed in 

God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the gift of faith passed down 

from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of 

grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable weather 

during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the welfare of 

animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. God of grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and 

people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and 

violence. God of grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, and 

poor. Come to the help of all in need, especially: 

(pause as members of the community name those in need of God’s clear presence) 

Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time. God of grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 
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ASSISTING MINISTER: O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages who 

teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by faithful 

examples of baptismal living. God of grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: And for what else do the people of God assembled here pray or give thanks? 

           (pause as members of the community raise thanks and concerns, either muted or unmuted)   

God of grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith, especially: 

 (pause as members of the community raise up the names of the blessed dead in whose communion we remain) 

May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. God of grace, 

ALL: Receive our prayer. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

PRESIDING MINISTER: May the peace of Christ be with you always. 

ALL: And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for all God has given us we offer the first fruits of our labors for the mission of the church and 

the care of those in need. In addition to giving in our offering plate, you are welcome to give in one of two 

ways: 1) By mailing your gift to St. Timothy’s at 9000 Kildare Ave, Skokie, IL 60076; or 2) By giving online via 

the QR code in the back of the bulletin or the link on our website: sttimothyskokie.org. 

PRESIDING MINISTER: We worship God with our offering. 
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OFFERING SONG 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

PRESIDING MINISTER:  Risen One, 

you have gathered us around your table of grace 

along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, 

breathe your life into us, 

and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

ALL:  Amen. 

EUCHARIST 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

PRESIDING MINISTER: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 

 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

ALL:  Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together as Jesus taught us: 

ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

PRESIDING MINISTER:  Come to the table of grace. 

                                    Receive the gift of new life. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

TABLE DISMISSAL 

PRESIDING MINISTER:  And now may the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  

you in God’s grace. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

PRESIDING MINISTER: O God, 

through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. 

Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
ALL: Amen. 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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BLESSING 

PRESIDING MINISTER: The God of righteousness, 

who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, 

who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

 
ALL: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: #812 Faith of Our Fathers 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DISMISSAL 

ASSISTING MINISTER: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE:  Mini-melody for Fall – PR 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
You are invited to pray for those listed throughout the week using this or another prayer: 

Living God, grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing, especially (speak names here). 

When they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give them 

hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Sunday 

John and Nancy Lang, Phillip DeRosa, Louise Nygard, Brian and Jackson Siegel, Susan Prichodko, Bill 

Yeager, Jim and Laurel Nelson, Pat Flaherty and Sandy Waterhouse, The Family of Michael Rapp,  

Paul Luke, Irene Hildner 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Esther Hildner 

Marci Stanley 

John Stanton 

Robert Skillen 

Russon and Gloria Brown 

John Kueter 

Bob Miller 

Martilias Porreca 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Jensen 

Jennie Ramirez 

Linda and Paul Wold 

Eileen Cooney 

Jennifer Kinsella 

Elaine Morgan 

John Fergus 

Michael Halliwell 

Marlene Hawkins 

Joanne and Colin Haeberlin 

The family of Simon Kerslake 

The family of William D. Murphy 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

Christine Haeberlin 

Jan Karp 

The Family of Maisa Abudayyeh 

The Family of Rosita Cueva 

The Family of Larry Ruegg 

Helene Preisig 

The Family of Patricia Study 

Jim Henderson 

David Hooseholder 

Phil and family 

Lynn Tomey 

Miriam Lietz 

Virginia McLaughlin 

 

Liam Hansen 

Patrick Hansen 

Sheila McDiarmid 

The Family of Joseph Pucher 

Bill Maki 

Dick and Joan Nelson 

Pennie Olson 

 

NOTE: We are happy to include friends and loved ones. Please contact the church office to renew or 

add a prayer request, or to let us know it is time for a prayer of thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church 

(847) 676-1300 

9000 Kildare Ave. Skokie, IL 60076 

www.sttimothyskokie.org 

 

http://www.sttimothyskokie.org/
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THIS WEEK AT ST. TIMOTHY’S, OCTOBER 5th TO OCTOBER 11th   

Sunday 10:30am Worship 

11:30am Fellowship 

Monday   7:00pm Zumba 

Tuesday     

Wednesday 7:00pm Zumba 

Thursday  

Friday   

Saturday  7:00 pm Coffeehouse- The Dangling Participles 

  

ASSISTING MINISTER  Pat Ruth  
  

  

NEXT WEEK AT ST. TIMOTHY’S, OCTOBER 12th TO OCTOBER 18th   

Sunday 10:30am Worship 

11:30am Fellowship 

Monday   7:00pm Zumba 

Tuesday   6:30pm Council Meeting 

Wednesday 7:00pm Zumba 

Thursday  

Friday   

Saturday   

  

ASSISTING MINISTER  Sara Fox  
 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Paul Rupprecht’s 25 years of Service Celebration 

Please join us as we celebrate Paul Rupprecht’s 25 years of service to St. Timothy’s Sunday, October 5, 2025 at 

noon  The Crown Dining Room, Third Floor, The Carrington at Lincolnwood 3501 Northeast Parkway,  

Lincolnwood, IL 60712 

 

RSVP to Giavanna at 847-676-1300  

 *** Please bring memorabilia you may have of St. Tim’s Choir *** 

 

Coffeehouse Presents 

Mark your calendars and join St. Tim’s Coffeehouse with WFMT featuring The Dangling Participles on 

Saturday, October 11th! To learn more about the Coffeehouse and buy tickets, visit 

sttimothyskokie.org/coffeehouse. 

 

Sack Lunch  

Come and join us for our next Sack Lunch opportunity on Friday, October 24th, in Fellowship Hall at 9:45 am! 

For more information, please reach out to Janice Skillen or call the church office at (847) 676-1300.  

 

Hospitality Team  

Are you looking for a new way to serve? Consider joining our Hospitality Team, which provides the 

refreshments for fellowship hour after worship every Sunday! There are plenty of opportunities to serve! To 

learn more and sign up, call the church office.  
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LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING 

 

To give online, follow the QR code below, or visit our website: sttimothyskokie.org. 

 

 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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