Incorporation

I’d like to take a few minutes to update you on a piece of work that the Executive Committee has recently begun exploring.
The Committee is investigating the possibility of incorporating Plymouth and District Table Tennis Club. At this stage, no decisions have been made, and we are simply looking at whether incorporation would be in the best interests of the Club, its members, and its long-term future.
Incorporation would mean creating a separate legal entity to run the Club. Many sports clubs across the country have adopted this structure because it can provide a number of benefits, including:
· Limited liability protection for trustees, committee members and officers acting properly on behalf of the Club.
· Greater protection for Club assets, including our headquarters and equipment.
· Improved governance and continuity, making the Club less dependent on individual committee members.
· Increased credibility with funding bodies, local authorities, sponsors and other organisations.
· A stronger foundation for future development, helping the Club plan confidently for the years ahead.
As part of our investigation, we will be considering both the advantages and any potential disadvantages, costs, or administrative requirements. We are committed to ensuring that any recommendation is fully researched and in the best interests of the Club.
If we decide that incorporation is worth pursuing, members will be kept fully informed and given the opportunity to ask questions and contribute to the discussion before any significant decisions are made.
Thank you for your continued support of Plymouth and District Table Tennis Club, and we look forward to sharing more information with you as this work progresses.

Insurance
Our insurance is due for renewal on 29th October this year. This continues to be one of our largest outgoings, and your support in maintaining the building as best we can, and ensuring that we lock up, shut windows etc is greatly appreciated.



Business Rates
I think I reported at the last AGM that we benefit from a reduction of our Business Rates as part of being a registered CASC, but that the additional discount we used to enjoy was removed as part of the this governments fiscal policy. 

World Championship Equipment
Look around – you’ll notice we have new barriers, scoring tables and umpires chairs – all courtesy of the World Table Tennis Championships that were held in London this year.
A big thanks to Paul Whiting, who via his network of contracts managed to secure us these donations, as well as to Russ and Paul who made 2 trips to Birmingham (in the heat wave in a van without air con) to collect all of this. And to all those who helped on 2 separate occasions unload this equipment, carry it upstairs and re-assemble. We’re extremely lucky to haver all of this – so please take care of it.

Thanks
