Burlingame Chamber of Commerce
Meeting Minutes
01/21/2026

Attendees:  Patty and Kelly Atchison, Sam Garrisson, Mark Hecht,  Anne Baer, Tricia Kline , Michelle Mullinix, Corinne Dubois, Colleen Mendoza-Osage County Economic Development and Nora Masters 
Meeting was called to order on 01/21/2026 at 7:00 pm by President Kelly Atchison 
Tricia Kline made the motion to approve the minutes from 11/19/2025. Patty Atchison seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Tricia Kline made the motion to approve the agenda with the deletion of item 9. Review of bylaws. for 01/21/2026. Michelle Mullinix  seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
No Public Comments
Treasurer Report. Tricia Kline reported we have $5431.96 in checking. 16 paid members for 2026.  There is currently an outstanding check for Sandra McCawley.  Tricia will reach out to her to verify receipt. 
Country Christmas Discussion – After December dinner, thoughts are to reduce the number of categories for the parade to just be the top 10 placings and People’s Choice online. A request will be made to the County Sheriff to assist with street blockage during the parade.  
Osage County Economic Director Colleen Mendoza discussed the following items.
· Small Business Association Group is now in Lawrence, and the office is closed in Emporia.  
· She is working on the Destination Marketing Summit on April 22 at The Ranch and Wedding Venue.  Each business may have ten to fifteen minutes to discuss your business.  Cost is $35 including lunch.  Guest speaker will be John Shallert. More information will be provided.
· Currently working on “Drive 75”.  Businesses need to be thinking about how to market our business as a destination business.
· Discussed the Osage County Travel and Tourism and the importance of posting events to this Facebook Page. 
· Currently working on putting together a Barn Tour of Osage County. 
· Reminder about the 250 celebrations of the USA and the FIFA World Cup.  Both have information on the KS Tourism Website
· Asked the Chamber to forward to her information about the next Quilt Turning.  
· Discussed how to use the media to help advertise our events such as WIBW Red Couch and Reporter Colter Robinson with KSNT.
· Plans are in process for another wrestling event in September
· There will be a “Travel Writer” in April coming to Osage County.  Need to decide what we would like to feature in Burlingame.
Election of Officers for 2026 was held.  A picture of officers will be taken at the February meeting. 
· President is Kelly Atchison 
· Vice President is Sam Garrisson
· Second Vice President is Anne Baer
· Secretary is Patty Atchison 
· Treasurer is Tricia Kline 
 Event insurance - Tricia Kline will be touching base with Ryan Murphy at Lakefront Insurance and Trudy Anschutz regarding an annual policy.  Sam garrison will discuss with her contact about event insurance in the amount of $1,000,000.  
Grants – Tricia Kline discussed the Signs Grant.  Must have three businesses who are interested in applying for this grant.  Must have outside pictures of the property or what is needed, letter of support from businesses and City must write for the grant.  Please let Patty or Tricia know if you are interested.
Other available grants were discussed
· Free State Roundup Grant
· T-Mobile Hometown Grant
· Rural Champion Grant which is due February 20
· Community Heart and Soul Grant 
Thoughts and plans for 2026 for monthly events
· Disc Golf Tournament – Tricia will contact DJ Manning
· Fall Festival planned for 10/24/2026
· Pet Parade
· Possible pumpkin carvings and displays downtown 
· Lighted Halloween Parade 
· Library will be holding a St. Patrick’s Bingo on March 17, 2026 
· Car Show will be on 6/13/2026.  Fifa World Cup will be 6/16/26 to 7/11/26
· Downhill Derby on 9/6/26 with a Chamber Community Dinner and will see if City can help us. 
· Chamber needs to investigate possibly purchasing a Poor Girl Blackstone grill 
· Zero Turn Barrell Races – Kelly will contact Alfonzo Prescott to see if this can be held on 7/18/26
· Quilt Turning 
· Historic Bus Rides around town 
Rodeo Days Updates
· Vendors – we have five vendors at this time
· Mark Hecht is currently in process of confirming band with Trevor Holman
· Kelly Atchison will be contacting Heather Balocca about using the bubble bus again this year
· Kelly is looking into a Chainsaw Artist
· Fire Department activities at the annex
· Baby contest at the annex 
· Taco Feed will be at the annex
· Nora Masters will ask the Federated Church if they plan to do a breakfast feed. 
· Carriage Rides at Rodeo Days – decided to keep this event just for Country Christmas
Community Updates
· Do we want to donate to the Burlingame After Prom – Patty Atchison made the motion to donate $50.  Anne Baer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· Flint Hills Bank is currently in the process of being sold to Bennington Bank.
Adjournment
Tricia Kline made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Patty Atchison seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
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