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Open doors, open hearts, a welcome for all just as you are!
      
      February 19, 2023    11:00



PRELUDE 	                                                                                                    						            
WELCOME						   						
CALL TO WORSHIP           					              Rev. Dr. Joan Martin
On Mountaintops and valley floors
God’s light and love is revealed to us.
With eager hearts, let us seek God’s presence in our worship this day.
May we be enlivened to receive and share the glory of God.

*HYMN #633	                      Praise Ye the Lord          	                          V. 1,3,4

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION          
Creator of all, you speak, but we fail to listen. You guide, but we fail to follow. You move, but we remain stuck and stagnant in the same patterns of destruction and sin. Free us from our failures, Holy God. Save us from ourselves so we can hear and heed your call.  Hear our personal confessions as we open our hearts before you. (Please pause for a moment of silent prayer…)

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE                     Psalm 32:1
Happy are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Friends, be happy, be free, for our sins, in Jesus Christ, have been forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

*SONG OF RESPONSE #582        Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 						   Laura Arnold     

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Children:  The Peace of Christ be with you.  
Congregation:  And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                             Karen Jones                                                                    

SCRIPTURE READINGS		     Matthew 17:1-9
					     Revelation 4:1-6                                   

SERMON                                       “Heaven is a Real Place”                                       

[bookmark: _Hlk18070267]*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                Brief Statement of Faith PC(USA)
This is the good news which we have received in which we stand, and by which we are saved, if we hold it fast: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, then to Peter, and to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end; he is our Lord and our God. Amen.

*HYMN #835                        Just a Closer Walk with Thee                                        V. 1&2           

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as   we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING          
  Offertory
*Doxology #608                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                    

*Offertory Prayer 
God of Grace, our prayer is that you accept what we give as a sign of our gratitude and
our desire to further the ministry of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen.
*HYMN #837                              What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                        V. 1 & 2                                

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*SENDING SONG #852             When the Lord Redeems the Very Least                    V. 1 & 4

______________________________________________________________  
*Please rise in body or in spirit

A warm welcome to all this morning!  If you are visiting a special welcome to you!  We hope you find the worship service to be a blessing.  We invite you to fill out the visitor card located in the pew racks and place it in the offering plate.  We would love to get better acquainted, and we invite your participation in the worship, fellowship and mission of this church. If you wish to connect with the pastor please email Janet at jdewater@fpcmountholly.com or call the church office: 704-827-0521

A Special Welcome – We are pleased to welcome Joan Martin to our pulpit this morning!  Joan serves as Chaplain at Covenant Village and we are glad to have her with us this morning.

Children are always welcome in worship, wiggles, giggles and all!  We value their presence with us as we worship God, knowing that this is how they experience the loving community of Christ and how they learn to worship.   We now have a “Worship and Play” room available downstairs for children and their parents where we are streaming the service and toys are available for those who need a more active space during the service.
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Description automatically generated]The Offering – The offering to support our ministry and mission is
Gratefully received during the offertory, or your contributions can be
made by using the provided QR code or the Paypal option available 
on the church website fpcmountholly.com   Thank you.

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper and Worship Service - On Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 6:00 pm we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a simple soup supper and worship service which will include communion and the imposition of ashes.  We look forward to this special service which marks the beginning of the Lenten season and hope you will join us!

Lenten Lunches Begin Sunday, March 5 – All are invited to stay after worship on March 5, 12, 19 and 26 for lunch and a brief Lenten study.  

The Mt. Holly Historical Society Black History Month Program – will be held in our sanctuary on Tuesday, February 28 at 7:00pm.  All are welcome to attend!

Vacation Bible School – The dates for our Intergenerational Vacation Bible School are Sunday, July 9 (12:00 – 1:30, lunch included) and Monday – Tuesday, July 10-11 (6:00 – 7:30 dinner included).  Mark your calendars!

Office Hours
Please call ahead before coming to church to be sure someone is here to let you in.

Notice of Live Streaming
Please be aware that we are live streaming our worship service today.  
CCLI Copyright and streaming License #11350944
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