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Next Board Meeting

Jan 6, 2026, 11:30

Napoli's Restaurant

West Plano 

Next General Meeting

January 20, 2026, 11:30 

Saltgrass - East Plano 

Thank you to my Plano Republican Women sisters 
for allowing me to serve as your new president. I 
am at your service. Thank you to the amazingly 
talented Cleo Marchese for her incredible 
leadership to our club during her tenure as 
president. Cleo, we applaud you.

In 2025 PRW saw many accolades, celebrations, and awards for 
our club: Staci Weaver was elected to the Collin College Board of 
Trustees; at the CCGOP Lincoln Day Dinner, Shelby Johnston won 
the Dixie Clem Award, Cleo won the Chairman’s Award, and 
Catherine Gibb won the prestigious John McVeigh Award; PRW 
was awarded the Diamond Award at the NFRW Convention and 
the John Tower Award at the TFRW convention, and I was truly 
humbled to be awarded the TFRW 10 Outstanding Republican 
Women Award.  

We are grateful. We pray that you and yours are blessed with a 
healthy, prosperous, and happy 2026. The November election 
will be upon us in the blink of an eye. Our club will be poised and 
ready to get our Republican candidates elected up and down the 
ballot!

Blessings,

Kathy Ward
President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org

mailto:President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
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PRW January Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

January 20, 2026
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PRW January Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

January 20, 2026

Location: Saltgrass Steakhouse Plano East

3320 North Central Expressway, Plano, TX 75074

Time: 11:15 am: Arrive and check-in, 11:30 am: Meeting, Lunch & Program

Lunch is available for $25.00 with RSVP, cash or check payable to PRW on arrival.

Lunch will be salad, entree with vegetable, and dessert.

Our Next Meeting is January 20, 2026.

RSVP here to pay with credit card

Please note: all Online Credit Card Payments include a processing fee. 

To RSVP send an email to: rsvp@planorepublicanwomen.org.

Include your name in your email and specify whether you will/will not be having lunch.

PRAYER TO BEGIN 2026

Whether Christian or Jew, we have just celebrated seasons of HOPE and Light!!! Let us 
remember and live that out every day of 2026.

Almighty, everlasting creator of ALL things good, we come to you in honor and praise. Help us to 
be your light and know that we have HOPE in a world that changes and has unknowns. May we 
remember that YOU are ever present and all knowing. YOU never change, YOU are the same 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. YOU are our anchor and rock, a tower of strength for us always. 
YOU are available 24-7 and we need to come to YOU first—to PRAY, WAIT and TRUST. Your timing 
is perfect even when we struggle with the waiting. Help us to be more like YOU - LOVING, 
CARING, FORGIVING, and HELPING. Help us to have Patience, Joy, Peace, Kindness, Goodness, 
Gentleness and Self-control. May we grow in our faithfulness in 2026, may it deepen and 
broaden. YOU will protect and provide. YOU are the GOD of HOPE, and we can TRUST in 
YOU!!! YOU already know what 2026 will bring. Give us your wisdom and strength to do what is 
right in your eyes. Thank you for the HOPE we have because of YOU. YOU will never leave us or 
forsake us. Your desire is to have a relationship with us, and I pray we develop or extend 
that. YOU need to be FIRST above all others and everything else. YOU are our HOPE and the 
HOPE of the world.

Amen
BLESSINGS to ALL in 2026

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/
mailto:rsvp@planorepublicanwomen.org
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Christmas/Hanukkah Party Photos
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GOVERNOR’S 5 POINT PROPERTY TAX RELIEF PLAN:

Require Common Sense Local Spending Limits
Require Two-Thirds Voter Approval for Tax Increases
Empower Voters to Roll Back Taxes
Create Appraisal Predictability and Cap Appraisal Growth
Eliminate School Property Taxes for Homeowners
For the first item (Require Common Sense Local Spending Limits) the Governor 
wants to do this by limiting spending to population plus inflation or 3.5% 
whichever is less. 

For the second item (Require Two-Thirds Voter Approval for Tax Increases) the 
Governor wants to require all property tax increases to be voted on by the 
citizens. Also, the vote must win a two-thirds majority before the tax increase can 
take effect. 

For item three (Empower Voters to Roll Back Taxes) if 15% of registered voters in a 
local area sign a petition, they can force a roll back election to lower tax rates. 

For item four  (Create Appraisal Predictability and Cap Appraisal Growth) the 
Governor wants appraisals done every five years instead of every year.  He also 
wants the homestead appraisal cap to go from 10% to 3%, and to expand it to all 
properties, not just homesteads.

For item five (Eliminate School Property Taxes for Homeowners) will require a 
constitutional amendment. 

You can read more about the Governor’s plan at 
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-
Taxpayers.pdf

Jennifer Groysman
Political Action Chair

https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
https://www.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Empowering-Texas-Taxpayers.pdf
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THE POWER OF STATE SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY OVER THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
JANUARY 1, 2026

James Iredell, William Paca, and other ratifiers of the Constitution were clear that the federal 
judiciary was not supreme over the states. It took Joseph Story and John Marshall to begin the 
long slide into centralized power that exists today—an outcome founders like Iredell and Paca 
explicitly warned against.

On this day in 1751, James Iredell was born. A brilliant figure of the founding era, he was a writer 
and young legal prodigy who played an integral role in North Carolina’s transition from 
colonialism to republicanism.

Just before the American War for Independence, Iredell penned the pamphlet To the Inhabitants 
of Great Britain, which articulated his constitutional arguments against the British concept of 
parliamentary sovereignty. That principle—incorporated into Britain’s unwritten constitution 
following the Glorious Revolution—held that parliamentary policies superseded any sectional 
power balances held by Britain’s colonies and its king.

In support of the finalized United States Constitution, Iredell’s most significant contribution to 
North Carolina’s ratification campaign was his insistence that state governments would retain 
their existing judicial authority under the new constitutional framework. He described the 
Constitution as an instrument designed to prevent the federal government from encroaching 
upon matters outside its defined jurisdiction: “When Congress passes a law consistent with the 
Constitution, it is to be binding on the people. If Congress, under pretense of executing one 
power, should, in fact, usurp another, they will violate the Constitution.”

Unlike some of his more famous and ambitious Federalist peers, Iredell’s greatest distinction was 
his consistency. He remained firmly committed to the constitutional principles he articulated 
during the ratification debates. Reflecting this commitment, he was appointed as one of George 
Washington’s original six Supreme Court justices and served on the Court until his death in 1799.

Iredell’s most consequential post-ratification stance emerged in his dissent in the 1793 case 
Chisholm v. Georgia, an early attempt to expand the authority of the federal judiciary over the 
states. His reasoning helped spur Congress and the states to draft and ratify the Eleventh 
Amendment, which overturned the Court’s opinion and reaffirmed the doctrine of state 
sovereign immunity against federal overreach.

Shared from a post by Tom Glass, candidate for HD 17
https://www.facebook.com/TomGlassforTexas

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/2/419/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-11/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-11/
https://www.facebook.com/TomGlassforTexas
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Keep the challenge going! 10 hours per month!

www.planorepublicanwomen.org

Ladies, you can submit your 
hours on our website here: 

Political Action Hours

It is a new year which means a new opportunity for you to get active and turn in your political 
hours and calls. It is also a big election year. Plano will have at least three elections this year. 

Plano City Council Place 7 Election on January 31st.  

GOP primary election on March 3rd.

Plano’s DART Referendum Election (Do you want to stay or leave DART) on May 2nd. This does 
not include any runoffs that we may need. 

So, there will be lots of opportunities for you to work to help get your favorite candidates 
elected. 

Also, it is an even year which means conventions at the Precinct, State Senate District, and State 
Levels. To go to the Senate District or State Conventions you must go to your Precinct 
convention. To find out the convention and platform process please come to one of the training 
sessions I am holding. You can pick from two dates: Saturday, Jan. 17, 2026 and Feb. 7, 2026. 

Both trainings are at Collin County GOP HQ, 2963 West 15th Street, Suite 2981, Plano 
at 2:00 pm. Check in is at 1:45 pm.

Please RSVP to me at jsgroysman@gmail.com if you want to attend. 

http://www.planorepublicanwomen.org/
http://www.planorepublicanwomen.org/
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/political-action-hours-1
mailto:jsgroysman@gmail.com
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CARING FOR AMERICA

Your Gift Changes Lives – Donate Today

The Agape Resource & Assistance Center in East Plano, TX, helps women, 
moms and their children facing situational homelessness. With the help of 
case workers and counselors, women and children typically stay with Agape 
from 6 months to a year, during which time they gain the skills, strength and 
stability for self-sufficiency. Bring donations to the meeting.

Move in Items:
-Laundry Baskets tall baskets or collapsible 
-Coloring Books 
-Planners (no dates)
-Trash Cans (small for bedroom)
-Tumblers/Water Bottles for kids and women 
-Welcome Mats for our homes
-Treats/Snacks for welcome bags, like chocolate and candy
-Heating pads
-Cozy socks

Move Out Items:
-Trash Bags (kitchen, as many as you can get)
-Deodorant 
-Shampoo and conditioner for curly hair 
-Swiffer Mop Replacement Pads, off brand is fine, wet 
-Kids toothpaste 
-Diaper Cream 
-Kids Tylenol 
-Kids ibuprofen
-Paper Towels 
-Toilet Paper 
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GOP GUEST ARTICLE 

Building Republican Strength Through Primaries

Part 1 of a 3-Part Series
By Michael Slaughter, Candidate-Elect Collin County 
Commissioner Pct 2
The Purpose of Primaries

As we approach the midterm primaries, the excitement and often 
chaos of campaign season begins. We all expect the texts and 
postcards as well as a parade of candidates at our meetings, but 
unfortunately, we’ve also come to expect mudslinging and 
exaggerated claims. This series aims to discuss those issues and 
remind us of the true purpose of primaries.

Healthy Competition, Not Hostility

Contested elections are a cornerstone of our system; they allow 
candidates to present their vision and give voters a choice. 
Passionate debate is healthy, but we must remember that 
primaries are about selecting the candidate who best represents 
our values, not an avenue to tear each other down. Every voter 
casts a ballot based on personal priorities, and that diversity 
strengthens our party. 

Campaign with Integrity and Get Involved

As campaigning ramps up, let’s focus on ideas and 
accomplishments rather than personal attacks. If there’s a 
legitimate concern about an opponent, back it up with proof. Think 
of it like applying for a job: you highlight your strengths, not tear 
down every other applicant. Elections with choices aren’t a 
problem; they’re a privilege. So get involved, encourage your

Continued on Page 11



Page 1111

friends and neighbors to participate, support the candidate 
who best aligns with your values, and most importantly, get 
out and vote. Remember: When the primaries are over, we 
must unite behind our Republican nominee because there is 
no Democrat who is better than a Republican candidate. 
November is about keeping each seat RED. No seat belongs 
to an incumbent, candidate, elected official, or a single 
person but rather to the voters.

Thank you to the Plano Republican Women for allowing me to 
share this as part one of my three part series. 

GOP GUEST ARTICLE
                       (Cont’d.) 

“Liberty cannot be preserved without a 
general knowledge among the people.”

– John Adams

"History does not long entrust the care of 
freedom to the weak or the timid."

– Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Membership Report
    by Membership Chair Ushma Ferguson

Many Thanks To Our Club Patrons
These members have donated $100.00 in cash, given items to 

the club, or paid budgeted expenses valued at $100.00 or more.

Debby Arrant   Deb Blencowe   

Ushma Ferguson   Catherine Gibb   

Jennifer Groysman   Joan Hart

Madelon Issaeff   Donna Krauss   

Cleo Marchese   Lynn McCoy 

Dana Sickler    Merrie Spaeth   

Kathy Ward    Di Wike

We are currently accepting Membership Renewals for 2026! And we always 
welcome new members!

Membership dues can be paid at the meeting, online through our website 
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member

Or checks can be mailed to Plano Republican Women, P O Box 940461, 
Plano, TX 75094-0461.

Memberships:

$40 Full Active Single Membership (PRW receives $15, TFRW and 
NFRW receive $25)

$45 Full Active Membership with Spouse

$25 Associate Membership – for Men or Active Members of other 
Republican Women Clubs

$20 Young Affiliate (young woman, age 10-17)

$140 Patron Member (includes Full Active Single Membership)

$145 Patron Member with Spouse 

Become a Member

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW

Right on Crime - Senior Fellow
Former Texas House of Representatives 

Former Chair of Corrections

(972) 989-7758                  428 Valley Glen Drive

jmaddeninsurance@aol.com         Richardson, Texas  75080

Jerry
Madden
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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Kathy Ward, President
  President@PlanoRepublicvanWomen.org

Catherine Gibb, 1st VP Programs - 214-929-0857

Joan Hart, 2nd VP Membership
  RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org

Lynn McCoy, 3rd VP Awards

Ashley Bergerson, 4th VP, Ways and Means

Janet Troutman, Recording Secretary

Trina Westberg, Corresponding Secretary

Dana Sickler, PAC Treasurer

PRW Officers and Birthdays

Political Advertising Paid for by  Plano Republican Women PAC Treasurer, PO Box 94046, Plano Texas 75094. Tax 

Exempt Organization Under Section 527 of  the Internal Revenue Code. 

Contributions to Plano Republican Women PAC Are Not  Deductible as Charitable . Contributions for Federal  

Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions Are Not Permitted. Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee. 

Vision and Mission Statement: 

Plano Republican Women is an 

American political club, bringing 

together women to positively impact the 

direction of our nation.  We come 

together as a collective force advancing 

the power of women through political 

access and participation.

Our mission is to see women from all 

age groups and walks of life as key 

players at the political table of national, 

state, and local issues.

January Birthdays

mailto:President@PlanoRepublicvanWomen.org
mailto:RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
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