
Elephant Talk

President’s Byline 

Plano Republican Women                       TFRW Region No: 3   Senate District No: 8                                     March 2026

In this issue:

President’s Message 1

March Meeting 2

Meeting Location 3

Meeting Photos 4

Americanism Report 5-6

Lincoln Day Photos 7

Political Action 8

Caring for America            9

GOP Guest Article 10-11

PRW Patrons 12

Membership 12

Sponsors 13-15

PRW Officers 16

Birthdays 16

Mission Statement 16

Calendar of Events

Next Board Meeting

March 3, 2026, 11:30

Napoli's Restaurant

West Plano 

GOP Primary Election

March 3, 2026

Next General Meeting

March 17, 2026, 11:30 

Saltgrass - East Plano 

 We stand united by our commitment to the 
 Constitution, individual liberty, fiscal  

  responsibility, and the belief that   
  government works best when it is limited 
  and accountable to the people.

The work before us is significant, but so is our club’s 
resolve. Our movement is driven by our members 
who care deeply about the future of our 
communities, the Great State of Texas and America.

Each volunteer hour, each conversation, and each 
contribution helps keep our great nation strong, safe 
and free. Please keep up the good work you are 
doing.

Thank you and God bless you for your commitment, 
your courage, and your conviction.

.

Blessings,

Kathy Ward
President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org

mailto:President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
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PRW March Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

March 17, 2026

Speaker - Angela Martinez
 Engagement Director,

Americans for Prosperity – North Texas

Property Tax Reform

After graduating from The University of Texas at Arlington, where 
she was an NCAA All-American in Track & Field, Angela spent 
several years working in the sports industry. She became involved 
in grassroots efforts in early 2021 when she started working on 
local elections in her city. Since then, she has also volunteered for 
campaigns at the local, state and federal levels. She has also served 
on the Board for Park Cities Republican Women and Golden 
Corridor Republican Women. 

While a native Georgia girl, she loves being in Texas where she has 
now spent most of her life. Angela understands the importance of 
protecting and preserving freedom in the Lone Star State and 
wants to share this with all Texans across the state.
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PRW March Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

March 17, 2026

Location: Saltgrass Steakhouse Plano East

3320 North Central Expressway, Plano, TX 75074

Time: 11:15 am: Arrive and check-in, 11:30 am: Meeting, Lunch & Program

Lunch is available for $25.00 with RSVP, cash or check payable to PRW on arrival.

Lunch will be salad, entree with vegetable, and dessert.

Our Next Meeting is March 17, 2026.

RSVP here to pay with credit card

Please note: all Online Credit Card Payments include a processing fee. 

To RSVP send an email to: https://planorepublicanwomen.org/.

Include your name in your email and specify whether you will/will not be having lunch.

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/
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February Meeting Photos
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Supreme Leader of Iran Khamenei dead following
Israel’s strike on Iran  - Fox News Last Update March 1, 2026, 4:27 AM EST

A massive U.S.-Israeli joint military offensive called “Operation Epic Fury” is underway in 
Iran, targeting Islamic Republic regime leadership and military targets that pose an 

"imminent threat.“

WHAT TO KNOW

• A U.S. senior official confirms to Fox News that Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, along 
with 5-10 top leaders, was killed after an Israeli strike in Tehran as part of a massive coordinated 
U.S.-Israeli military offensive called “Operation Epic Fury.”

• President Donald Trump confirmed Saturday that the U.S. is carrying out "major combat operations 
in Iran." In a video posted to Truth Social, Trump said the objective is to defend Americans by 
eliminating imminent threats from the Iranian regime, describing it as "a vicious group of very hard, 
terrible people.“

• In his message, Trump urged the Iranian regime to "lay down" its weapons or "face certain death." 
Calling it their "only chance for generations," Trump urged the people of Iran to "take over your 
government" after the operation.

• The joint military operation is expected to carry on for days. Officials tell Fox News that Israel is 
targeting Iranian leadership, while the U.S. is targeting military targets and ballistic missile sites that 
pose an "imminent threat.“

Israel striking Iranian terror regime targets in 'heart of Tehran’

The Israel Defense Forces said Sunday morning it has launched strikes in the "heart of Tehran," hitting 
targets that belong to the Iranian terror regime.

The IDF said these strikes in the Iranian capital are the first ones under "Operation Roaring Lion," which is 
the name Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gave to the joint U.S.-Israel attack on Iran.

The wave of strikes are being conducted by the Israeli Air Force with guidance from IDF intelligence.
Large-scale strikes conducted on Saturday made it possible for the Israelis to "establish superiority and to 
pave the path to Tehran," the IDF said.

https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/donald-trump
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/world-regions/middle-east
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/benjamin-netanyahu
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Trump warns Iran against following through with retaliation threats

President Donald Trump warned Iran early Sunday that the U.S. 
will strike them with a force never seen before if Tehran follows 
through with its retaliation threats.

“Iran just stated that they are going to hit very hard today, harder 
than they have ever been hit before,” Trump wrote on Truth 
Social. “THEY BETTER NOT DO THAT, HOWEVER, BECAUSE IF THEY 
DO, WE WILL HIT THEM WITH A FORCE THAT HAS NEVER BEEN 
SEEN BEFORE!”

Trump's warning came after the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) said earlier Sunday that it would launch its “most-
intense offensive operation,” beginning in “moments.”

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed Saturday 
in a targeted Israeli military strike.

Israeli defense minister says ‘justice has been served’ after 
supreme leader killed

Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said “justice has been served” 
after Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in 
an Israeli strike Saturday.

"The oppressor Khamenei was thwarted in the opening strike of 
Operation ‘Lion’s Roar,’ along with other senior officials in the 
Iranian terror fortress,” Katz said in a statement Sunday. 
“Whoever acted to destroy Israel was destroyed.”

“Justice has been served, and the axis of evil has suffered a fatal 
blow,” he added.

Katz praised Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for his 
“leadership and determination” and the Israel Defense Forces for 
its “brilliant execution.”

https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/donald-trump
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/world-regions/israel
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Lincoln Day Photos
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Keep the challenge going! 10 hours per month!

www.planorepublicanwomen.org

Ladies, you can submit your 
hours on our website here: 

Political Action Hours

Last year our members turned in over 

10,000 hours. I know there are more 

hours that our members have not turned 

in. This year my goal is to collect 11,000 

hours. You can turn in your hours on our 

website. www.planorepublicanwomen.org

http://www.planorepublicanwomen.org/
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/political-action-hours-1
http://www.planorepublicanwomen.org/
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CARING FOR AMERICA

Your Gift Changes Lives – Donate Today

The Agape Resource & Assistance Center in East Plano, TX, helps women, 
moms and their children facing situational homelessness. With the help of 
case workers and counselors, women and children typically stay with Agape 
from 6 months to a year, during which time they gain the skills, strength and 
stability for self-sufficiency. Bring donations to the meeting.

Move in Items:
-Laundry Baskets tall baskets or collapsible 
-Coloring Books 
-Planners (no dates)
-Trash Cans (small for bedroom)
-Tumblers/Water Bottles for kids and women 
-Welcome Mats for our homes
-Treats/Snacks for welcome bags, like chocolate and candy
-Heating pads
-Cozy socks

Move Out Items:
-Trash Bags (kitchen, as many as you can get)
-Deodorant 
-Shampoo and conditioner for curly hair 
-Swiffer Mop Replacement Pads, off brand is fine, wet 
-Kids toothpaste 
-Diaper Cream 
-Kids Tylenol 
-Kids ibuprofen
-Paper Towels 
-Toilet Paper 
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GOP GUEST ARTICLE 

Building Republican Strength Through Primaries

Finishing Strong and Moving Forward Together 

Part 3 of a 3-Part Series
By Michael Slaughter, Candidate-Elect Collin County,  Commissioner Pct 2

When Competition Turns Negative
As primary season draws to a close, we’ve all seen the shift that always seem to take place. What begins 
as healthy competition over ideas can unfortunately devolve into negative campaigns, personal attacks, 
and even harassment at the polls. This should concern all of us as a party. No voter or volunteer should 
ever feel intimidated, pressured, or harassed for supporting the candidate they believe best represents 
their values, regardless of whether its an incumbent or a challenger. Primaries are about choice, not 
coercion and mud slinging.

The Wounds We Create
Negative tactics don’t just impact candidates. They impact relationships within our party. Words spoken in 
the heat of a campaign, accusations that may or may not be grounded in fact, and confrontations at 
polling locations can create real and lasting divisions among neighbors, volunteers, and fellow 
Republicans. These wounds don’t automatically disappear on Election Day. If left unaddressed, they can 
follow us into November and weaken our ability to present a unified front. These are the same steps that 
lead to us losing HD-70, and we have yet to gain it back. 

At the same time, it is important to recognize what it takes for someone to step forward and put their 
name on a ballot. Regardless of who you supported, every candidate deserves appreciation for being 
willing to serve their community in such a public way. The same goes for the volunteers who block walk, 
make calls, host events, and give their time to causes they believe in. Often overlooked are the spouses 
and children of candidates, who feel the strain of long nights, missed time at home, and the emotional 
weight that campaigns bring. Running for office is never an individual effort. It is a family commitment.

March 3 Is Almost Here
March 3 is upon us, and with it comes the end of this part of the process. Hallelujah! Once the ballots are 
counted, our focus must immediately shift from competition to cooperation. The primary exists to allow 
voters to select their preferred Republican candidate. The general election exists to determine which 
party will lead. We must not lose sight of that ultimate goal in November. Continued on Page 11
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GOP GUEST ARTICLE
                       

“Liberty cannot be preserved without a 
general knowledge among the people.”

– John Adams

"History does not long entrust the care of 
freedom to the weak or the timid."

– Dwight D. Eisenhower

What Party Loyalty Looks Like
A true believer in our party understands that winning in November is bigger than any 
individual campaign. The true test of a candidate who believes in Republican principles 
is what they do if they are not successful in the primary. Do they disengage or do they 
reach out to their former opponent and offer their support to ensure the seat remains 
Republican? That willingness to unify, to help, and to put the party’s success above 
personal disappointment is what strengthens us moving forward.

Unity for November
Regardless of where you stand today, we must remember that once the primary is over, 
we are back on the same team. ANY Republican nominee is better than even the most 
“Conservative” Democrat when it comes to protecting our values and advancing our 
shared priorities. If you think you should campaign against or not show up for a 
Republican candidate because its not the one you supported in the primary, please 
remember HD-70 and the fact that we still have not won that seat back! Unity after the 
primary is not optional. It is essential if we are to keep our communities, Collin County, 
and our state moving in the right direction.

This phase of the process is coming to a close. Now is the time to prepare not just for 
victory in March, but for unity in November.
Thank you again to the Plano Republican Women for allowing me to share this three-
part series.

Continued from page 10
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Membership Report
    by Membership Chair Joan Hart

Many Thanks To Our Club Patrons
These members have donated $100.00 in cash, given items to 

the club, or paid budgeted expenses valued at $100.00 or more.

Debby Arrant   Deb Blencowe   

Ushma Ferguson   Catherine Gibb   

Jennifer Groysman   Joan Hart

Madelon Issaeff   Donna Krauss   

Cleo Marchese   Lynn McCoy 

Dana Sickler    Merrie Spaeth   

Kathy Ward    Di Wike

We are currently accepting Membership Renewals for 2026! And we always 
welcome new members!

Membership dues can be paid at the meeting, online through our website 
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member

Or checks can be mailed to Plano Republican Women, P O Box 940461, 
Plano, TX 75094-0461.

Memberships:

$40 Full Active Single Membership (PRW receives $15, TFRW and 
NFRW receive $25)

$45 Full Active Membership with Spouse

$25 Associate Membership – for Men or Active Members of other 
Republican Women Clubs

$20 Young Affiliate (young woman, age 10-17)

$140 Patron Member (includes Full Active Single Membership)

$145 Patron Member with Spouse 

Become a Member

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW

Right on Crime - Senior Fellow
Former Texas House of Representatives 

Former Chair of Corrections

(972) 989-7758                  428 Valley Glen Drive

jmaddeninsurance@aol.com         Richardson, Texas  75080

Jerry
Madden
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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Kathy Ward, President
  President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org 

Catherine Gibb, 1st VP Programs - 214-929-0857

Joan Hart, 2nd VP Membership
  RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org 

Lynn McCoy, 3rd VP Awards

Ashley Bergerson, 4th VP, Ways and Means

Janet Troutman, Recording Secretary

Trina Westberg, Corresponding Secretary

Dana Sickler, PAC Treasurer

PRW Officers and Birthdays

Political Advertising Paid for by  Plano Republican Women PAC Treasurer, PO Box 94046, Plano Texas 75094. Tax 

Exempt Organization Under Section 527 of  the Internal Revenue Code. 

Contributions to Plano Republican Women PAC Are Not  Deductible as Charitable . Contributions for Federal  

Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions Are Not Permitted. Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee. 

Vision and Mission Statement: 

Plano Republican Women is an 

American political club, bringing 

together women to positively impact the 

direction of our nation.  We come 

together as a collective force advancing 

the power of women through political 

access and participation.

Our mission is to see women from all 

age groups and walks of life as key 

players at the political table of national, 

state, and local issues.

March Birthdays

Katie Lunsford                2/5
Mavis Sullivan                2/14
Beth Bean                       2/19
Roswitha Hasenyager   2/20
Catherine Gibb               2/24
Lily Bao                             2/27
Reva Bartlett                   2/28
Kay Barnett                      2/29

mailto:President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
mailto:RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
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