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Five Peace Victories: How President Trump Quietly Ended 
Some of the World’s Most Dangerous conflicts.

In an era where political noise often drowns out true leadership, 
President Donald J. Trump is quietly doing what many said was 
impossible: delivering peace in some of the world’s longest and 
most dangerous conflicts. While the media is slow to credit 
him, history won’t forget the four major international conflicts

that were de-escalated or ended under President Trump’s current term. From 
the Caucasus to the Middle East, the Trump Doctrine of strength, negotiation, 
and unapologetic American leadership is producing tangible results.

1.Ceasefire Between Israel and Iran (Announced June 23, 2025)

• Combatants: State of Israel vs. Islamic Republic of Iran
• Conflict Duration: Cold war since 1979, open proxy conflicts in Syria, 

Lebanon, and Gaza; direct strikes exchanged 2018–2025
• Hot war for twelve days in June including the USA destroying Iran’s nuclear 

enrichment facilities with B2 bomber strikes.
• Trump’s Role: Against the odds, Trump personally oversaw backchannel 

negotiations via Gulf State intermediaries. His administration used a 
carrot-and-stick approach: crippling the Islamic Republic’s uranium 
enrichment program and threatening addition strikes while promising 
peace and prosperity for a ceasefire.

Result: On June 23, 2025, Iran and Israel announced a mutual ceasefire, with 
Iran also curbing support for Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad and Houti Rebels . Israel 
halted strikes on Iranian military infrastructure in Iran and Syria. The U.S. 
remains the guarantor of the peace terms.

Conservative Takeaway: No other leader since Reagan has held Iran 
accountable while also bringing it to the negotiating table. This is 
statesmanship at its finest.
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PRW President’s Byline (continued)

Continued on Page 3

2. Armenia–Azerbaijan Ceasefire over Nagorno-Karabakh

Conflict Duration: Since the late 1980s
Trump’s Role: Brokered an enforceable ceasefire with buy-in from Russia and Turkey. 

Armenia gained security guarantees in exchange for recognizing new borders.

Result: A permanent ceasefire is in place with international peacekeepers. U.S. influence in 
the region is stronger than it’s been in decades.

3. Saudi Arabia–Yemen War De-escalation

• Conflict Duration: Since 2015
• Trump’s Role: Unlike the Obama and Biden administrations that fumbled or ignored 

the issue, Trump pushed both sides into serious negotiations using America’s energy 
leverage and regional alliances.

Result: A power-sharing government formed, with Saudi forces withdrawing and the Houthis 
agreeing to disarm heavy weapons. Yemenis are seeing peace for the first time in a decade.

4. Kosovo–Serbia Recognition Agreement

• Conflict Duration: Political standoff since 2008, armed hostilities in the 1990s
• Trump’s Role: Trump reopened the 2020 economic agreement and turned it into full 

diplomatic recognition. Serbia gained EU entry guarantees while Kosovo secured 
legitimacy.

Result: Embassies are now open in both countries, and ethnic tensions are cooling fast 
under Western watch.

5. Democratic Republic of Congo and the Republic of Rwanda June 2025

• President Donald Trump announced a peace agreement between the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the Republic of Rwanda.

• The treaty addresses violent conflicts and aims to stabilize the mineral-rich eastern 
Congo region.

Result: It signifies a potential turning point in regional stability and a diplomatic 
achievement for the Trump administration.

Why These Matter — And Why Trump Deserves Credit

The Nobel Peace Prize is often handed out for symbolic gestures. But President Trump’s 
peace efforts have brought results. According to the Nobel Committee’s own guidelines, 
the prize honors those who “have done the most or the best work for fraternity between 
nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies, and for the holding and promotion 
of peace congresses.”
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Cleo Marchese

prw_president@ planorepublicanwomen.org

PRW President’s Byline (continued)

President Trump qualifies on all counts — and not through appeasement, but through strength. He 
achieved what previous administrations only talked about. He backed our allies, stood up to 
terrorists, and made peace possible while protecting and advancing American 
interests and values.

While critics focus on tweets and trivialities, President Trump is ending wars. From Tehran to Tel 
Aviv, Belgrade to Pristina, and Sana’a to Nagorno-Karabakh, American leadership is back — and 
peace is breaking out in places once written off as hopeless. That’s something every American 
should be proud of — and something the world can thank President Trump for.

Vision and Mission Statement: Plano Republican Women is an American political club, bringing together 

women to positively impact the direction of our nation.  We come together as a collective force advancing the 

power of women through political access and participation.

Our mission is to see women from all age groups and walks of life as key players at the political table of 

national, state, and local issues.

Did You Know? The First to Sign
Most people recognize John Hancock’s bold signature on the Declaration of Independence—but 
did you know he was also the very first to sign it? As President of the Continental Congress, 
Hancock signed front and center on July 4, 1776, with a flourish so large it became legendary. 
His name is now synonymous with the word “signature” itself—a fitting tribute to a man who 
quite literally put everything on the line for liberty.
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PRW August Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

August 19, 2025

Location: Saltgrass Steakhouse Plano East

3320 North Central Expressway, Plano, TX 75074

Time: 11:15 am: Arrive and check-in, 11:30 am: Meeting, Lunch & Program

Lunch is available for $25.00 with RSVP, cash or check payable to PRW on arrival.

Lunch will be salad, entree with vegetable, and dessert.

Our Next Meeting is August 19, 2025.

RSVP here to pay with credit card

Please note: all Online Credit Card Payments include a processing fee. 

To RSVP send an email to: rsvp@planorepublicanwomen.org.

Include your name in your email and specify whether you will/will not be having lunch.

Steve Kinard is the President of AI Innovation Association. Previously, he served as the 
Director of Policy and Director of Bitcoin Mining at the Texas Blockchain Council, an 
industry association dedicated to making Texas a leader in bitcoin innovation. He was 
instrumental in developing innovative programing and workforce development 
partnerships with universities while growing corporate membership in an emerging 
industry. He was actively involved in legislative advocacy regarding technology policy and 
opposing onerous regulation and federal government overreach. He also serves as Director 
of Development for Shalehaven Partners, a private fund focused on oil and gas 
investments.

He holds a BA in International Studies from Texas A&M University, an MBA from George 
Washington University, and lives in Richardson, Texas.

Update on Artificial Intelligence

Steve Kinard 

AI Innovation Association, President

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/
mailto:rsvp@planorepublicanwomen.org
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Legislative Report

The 89th Texas Legislative session is over. We had some victories and some setbacks. Now the 
Governor is signing or vetoing the bills that were passed. 

 We had several bills pass that dealt with the Texas Republican Legislative Priorities. You can 
read the full list here https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sss71h0Db6QlhBCi9ksB3mn4CVhoDbE8/view.

Border Enforcement: One Bill passed on this. 

Secure Texas Elections: 7 bills passed on this issue. One was sponsored in the House by Rep Shaheen, 
SB1470.

Stop Sexualizing Texas’ Kids: 7 bills passed on this subject. Two bills, SB13 and SB2420, were by Sentor 
Paxton.

No Democrat Chairs: This session saw only Republican chairs with Democrats as Vice Chairs. 

Ban Taxpayer-Funded Lobbying: While bills were filed on this subject, none passed. 

Secure the Electric Grid: 11 bills were passed on this issue. 2 were by Senator Hall, SB2148 and SB75.

Texas is Not for Sale: Two bills passed. 

End Federal Overreach: 9 bills passed with one by Rep. Leach, HB4076.
 
As usual, not every Republican is happy with what passed. It is important to remember that this is a 
marathon not a sprint. If your bill did not get passed, this time it might in 2027. For example, Senator 
Hall has been trying to get bills passed to secure the grid for years. This year he got 11. The legislative 
process is designed to kill bills, so those that pass are put through the ringer. 

Unfortunately, some bad bills did get passed and were signed by the governor. SB15 and SB840 both 
are now law. SB15 bans cities like Plano from having required residential lots sizes larger than 3000 
square feet. SB840 lets commercial property be converted to multifamily by right in cities like Plano. 
So, be ready to have more apartments and smaller houses. 

The Governor has called a special session to work on a bill he vetoed banning THC. The Governor 
explains his reasons in a proclamation he put out. You can read it in full here: 
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/VETO_proclamation_SB_3_IMAGE_2025-06-22.pdf

Jennifer Groysman,  Legislative Chair

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sss71h0Db6QlhBCi9ksB3mn4CVhoDbE8/view
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/VETO_proclamation_SB_3_IMAGE_2025-06-22.pdf
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Plano Republican Women Honored as 
Community Leaders

PLANO REPUBLICAN WOMEN HONORED AS COMMUNITY LEADERS

Two outstanding members of Plano Republican Women, Kathy Ward and Staci Weaver, have 
been named Plano Women of Inspiration—an honor that highlights their leadership, 
service, and positive impact on the community.

The Plano Women of Inspiration recognition is part of a collaborative civic initiative 
supported by three respected community-focused publications: Star Local Media, 
Community Impact, and Plano Magazine. Together, these platforms seek to spotlight 
women who go above and beyond in their contributions to Plano’s civic, professional, and 
volunteer life.

Announced in the May 23, 2025 edition of Star Local Media, this year’s selections featured 
Kathy Ward on page 9 and Staci Weaver on pages 8 and 10. Both women have shown 
unwavering dedication to conservative values and public service—representing the heart of 
what makes Plano Republican Women a vital force in our community.

More than just an award, the Women of Inspiration honor is a reflection of character, 
consistency, and courage. Recipients are selected based on nominations that showcase 
their leadership in local initiatives, volunteer work, and ongoing efforts to shape a better 
future for the City of Plano and beyond.

We are proud of Kathy and Staci—and grateful for all the women in our organization who 
continue to inspire by example.

See the full feature:
https://starlocalmedia.com/eedition/page-a09/page_8de4baaa-88dd-5ee7-a983-
de8033a31614.html

https://starlocalmedia.com/eedition/page-a09/page_8de4baaa-88dd-5ee7-a983-de8033a31614.html
https://starlocalmedia.com/eedition/page-a09/page_8de4baaa-88dd-5ee7-a983-de8033a31614.html
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Community Leaders
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Plano Republican Women Honored as 
Community Leaders

The True Meaning of July 4th

Independence Day marks more than fireworks and barbecues — it commemorates the moment in 1776 
when a group of ordinary men did something extraordinary. On July 4th, the Continental Congress 
formally adopted the Declaration of Independence, boldly severing ties with one of the most powerful 
empires in the world. These were not seasoned revolutionaries, but farmers, merchants, lawyers, and 
thinkers — men who risked everything to affirm that liberty was not granted by kings but endowed by our 
Creator.

The Fourth of July is not about the Revolutionary War or the later drafting of the Constitution. It’s about the 
moral courage and clarity of the men who crafted a statement of principles so powerful that it continues 
to shape the world. They didn’t know how the war would end, or even if they would survive it — but they 
knew that freedom was worth declaring, defending, and defining. July 4th is a celebration of that 
declaration: of unshakable belief in individual rights, self-government, and the duty to stand firm in the 
face of tyranny.
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HERITAGE OF THE HISTORIC WHITE HOUSE TREASURY ROOM
JULY 1, 2025

In a recent interview, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent was seated in a richly appointed room at the 
White House—one with deep historical roots. As he discussed trade and national security, he also 
touched on the room’s unique legacy, offering a fascinating backdrop to the conversation.

Secretary Bessent pointed back to Salmon P. Chase as well as Alexander Hamilton, our first Treasury 
Secretary, who served under George Washington from 1789 to 1795. Hamilton believed in using tariffs 
not just to raise revenue, but to protect American industry and build national strength. Bessent 
summed it up perfectly: “The original tariff man was Alexander Hamilton.”

1. A Room with Origins in the Treasury
Contrary to common misconception that the space was always part of the White House, this room 
originally belonged to the Treasury Department when its offices were housed in the Executive Office 
Building across from the White House. Specifically, it is a beautifully restored suite from the Civil War 
era, once occupied by Salmon P. Chase, Lincoln’s Treasury Secretary. Chase guided the nation's 
finances during the Civil War; today the suite retains mid-19th-century antiques, ornate chandeliers, 
and an allegorical ceiling mural symbolizing “Treasury” and “Justice.”

2. From Treasury to White House
After the Civil War, the Treasury Department remained here into the early 20th century. By the 1930s, 
as the federal government expanded, the Secretary's office moved—but the original room has been 
meticulously preserved. Today it serves occasionally for high-profile press engagements, embodying 
both architectural elegance and institutional memory. 

3. Why the Room Matters

• Visual symbolism: The ornate décor and historical furnishings evoke a continuity of fiscal 
responsibility dating back to the Civil War.

• Message reinforcement: By speaking here, Bessent symbolically aligns modern economic 
strategy—especially on tariffs and supply-chain resiliency—with foundational Treasury 
principles.

• Historic context: The room once belonged to the first Northern Treasury Secretary to serve 
under a war-time presidency, making it a powerful reminder of government leadership during 
trial and transition.

That historical frame, set against a Civil War–era backdrop, underscores Bessent’s communication 
that economic policy is not new—it’s rooted in American tradition. His presence in a room once used 
by Salmon Chase evokes a lineage of fiscal stewardship, gingerly linking today's “America First” 
global stance to enduring American financial ideals.

Continued 

https://supremecourthistory.org/chief-justices/salmon-chase-1864-1873/
https://www.history.com/articles/alexander-hamilton
https://home.treasury.gov/
https://supremecourthistory.org/chief-justices/salmon-chase-1864-1873/
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Americanism Report
    Continued

Secretary Bessent’s appearance in this historic room was no accident—it visually and symbolically reinforced 
his message that national security, economic resilience, and fiscal policy are interwoven threads in the 
American story. This setting isn’t just ornate décor—it’s a strategic backdrop connecting today’s policies with 
those of Lincoln-era stewards like Chase, reminding Americans of a longstanding tradition of governance 
aimed at preserving national sovereignty, prosperity, and constitutional principles.

Stewardship of our nation’s finances—just like preservation of our historical institutions—isn’t just good 
governance; it’s a vital expression of Americanism, reflecting our duty to protect both our freedom and our 
founding values for future generations.

For Texans who value strong national defense and economic independence, the symbolism of the historic 
Treasury Room resonates deeply—it’s a reminder that conservative principles of limited government and 
sound fiscal policy have always been central to preserving American strength.

Note: Although often referred to simply as part of the 
“White House,” the room where Secretary Bessent 
was interviewed is formally located in the Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building (EEOB), adjacent to the West 
Wing. Known historically as the Treasury Room, it 
once housed the office of Treasury Secretary Salmon 
P. Chase, who served under President Abraham 
Lincoln during the Civil War. The room is carefully 
preserved in its 19th-century style and remains a 
powerful visual symbol of America’s enduring 
commitment to fiscal stewardship and constitutional 
governance.
Sources: 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Salmon-P-
Chase, https://supremecourthistory.org/chief-
justices/salmon-chase-1864-1873/, 
https://home.treasury.gov/about/history/collection/p
rints-and-drawings/salmon-chase-photo, 
https://home.treasury.gov/, 
https://www.history.com/articles/alexander-hamilton

Celebrating the Spirit of Independence

As we gather this Fourth of July, we’re reminded of the enduring values that make 
America exceptional—freedom, self-governance, and the courage to stand for what’s 
right. Independence Day isn’t just about fireworks and flags; it’s about honoring those 
who came before us and protecting the liberties we enjoy today. May this day inspire a 
renewed commitment to unity, gratitude, and the ongoing work of keeping our republic 
strong.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Salmon-P-Chase
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Salmon-P-Chase
https://supremecourthistory.org/chief-justices/salmon-chase-1864-1873/
https://supremecourthistory.org/chief-justices/salmon-chase-1864-1873/
https://home.treasury.gov/about/history/collection/prints-and-drawings/salmon-chase-photo
https://home.treasury.gov/about/history/collection/prints-and-drawings/salmon-chase-photo
https://home.treasury.gov/
https://www.history.com/articles/alexander-hamilton
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Political Action Hours
By Jennifer Groysman, Legislative Chair 

Ladies, you can submit your hours on our website here: Political Action Hours

Keep the challenge going! 
10 hours per month!

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/political-action-hours-1


Page 1212

GOP GUEST ARTICLE 

True Warriors do not want armed conflict; they prefer to present a deterrent to the aggression and 
designs of adversaries. The Spartans were so feared that there were no walls surrounding Sparta. 
However, when you face evil and your response is acquiescence, compliance, appeasement, and 
compromise, that conveys weakness. And weakness is enticing to evil.

Consider Sir Neville Chamberlain after his meeting with Adolf Hitler, returning with the Munich 
Agreement of 1938 and professing that he had a “signed document from Herr Hitler and that there 
will be peace in our time.” The agreement consented to Hitler’s demand to annex the Sudetenland 
from Czechoslovakia, Chamberlain believing that it would usher in peace. Hitler stated that he 
had no other territorial claims or designs. Less than a year later, World War II would begin as 
Germany would overrun Czechoslovakia, then Poland. When asked about the Munich agreement 
of 1938, Hitler referred to it as a piece of paper. Acquiescence to evil never succeeds; it only leads 
to emboldening it.

That should have been a lesson learned for one US President, Jimmy Carter. When faced with an 
important decision of supporting the Shah of Iran or allowing his overthrow, Carter chose the 
latter. Carter chose weakness and appeasement, and the result was the resurgence of Islamic 
jihadism with the Islamic Revolution in Iran…and the rise of Ayatollah Khomeini. It also resulted in 
the attack on our US Embassy in Tehran and the taking of Americans as hostages. The Carter 
Administration even displayed complete ineptitude with the Desert One rescue mission, which 
was an abject failure.

Let us not forget the October 23, 1983, attack by Hezbollah, a proxy army of Iran, at the Beirut 
barracks, resulting in the deaths of 234 Marines, Sailors, and a Soldier. It was not until April 1988, 
during Operation Praying Mantis, that Reagan unleashed the US Navy against the Iranian Navy 
after the sea mine attack against the USS Samuel B. Roberts. And remember, Iran released the

Alan West

Dallas County GOP Chair

Continued on Page 13
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GOP GUEST ARTICLE (continued) 

Continued on Page 14

hostages after Reagan was elected, not after his inauguration. Evil responds to strength, and that is 
why Reagan coined the term “Peace through Strength.”

During Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, Iran was providing a deadly improvised 
explosive device called an explosive force penetrator (EFP). It shot a molten steel projectile at such 
a velocity that it was able to penetrate armored vehicles. There are many American troops who lost 
their lives and limbs because of EFPs, provided by Iran by way of the Quds Force Commander, 
Qasem Soleimani, now deceased.

Iran is the number one sponsor of Islamic terrorism. During the first Trump administration, Iran was 
virtually bankrupt due to economic sanctions. There was no ability to fund its major proxies such 
as Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis. Then came Jimmy Carter Part II, Joe “Autopen” Biden and a 
return to appeasement and actual enabling of Iran by way of easing sanctions and even providing 
billions of dollars. And what was the result?

October 7, 2023 should have not happened, but it did, and Israel has responded as a targeted 
Nation should. They see that the opportunity to eliminate a declared enemy, evil, has presented 
itself. Thanks to Israel, Hamas is being rendered ineffective. Hezbollah has been decimated. Iran 
no longer has a land bridge to the Mediterranean Sea. Iran has been moving towards having a 
nuclear weapon and the Cold War principle of MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction) theory does 
not relate. The mad mullahs in Iran are deranged theocrats who seek to start a major conflagration 
in order to usher in the return of the so-called Mahdi. If they achieve nuclear weapon capability, it 
will be used, be it by way of a ballistic missile, or as a dirty bomb in the hands of terrorists.

Regime change is the responsibility of the Iranian people, who had a proud Persian history. The 
opportunity exists at this moment to eradicate any possibility of Iran having a nuclear weapon 
capacity. And Obama’s weak appeasing nuclear agreement did nothing to prevent this objective, it 
only delayed its breakout. As well, Obama did not lift a finger when the Iranian people did rise up to 
overthrow the reign of terror of the Ayatollah’s…more weakness.

Yes, I support the decision to deploy the bunker busting munitions. I am 64 years of age and have 
been hearing about Iran since I was a freshman at the University of Tennessee in 1979. The blood of 
many Americans are on the hands of Iran, its despotic leadership. Our Nation can ill afford to allow 
this opportunity to slip away, if we are true about wanting a lasting peace in the Middle East. Those 
who cower away from this battle are the descendants of Chamberlain and Carter. Americans are 
not weak, and we do not consent to being targeted, and our President threatened with 
assassination.

I must say, thanks Israel, and President Trump, for doing what should have been done decades ago 
in respect to Iran. Standing up to evil does not make one a warmonger…it means you are a good 
person seeking to do something, denying the triumph of evil.

Steadfast and Loyal.
https://theacru.org/2025/06/23/when-an-opportunity-presents-itself/

https://theacru.org/2025/06/23/when-an-opportunity-presents-itself/
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Membership Report
    by Membership Chair Ushma Ferguson

Many Thanks To Our Club Patrons
These members have donated $100.00 in cash, given items to 

the club, or paid budgeted expenses valued at $100.00 or more.

Evelina Davitian-Abounayan Debby Arrant   

Deb Blencowe   Pat Donley    

Ushma Ferguson   Catherine Gibb   

Jennifer Groysman   Madelon Issaeff   

Donna Krauss   Cleo Marchese   

Lynn McCoy    Dana Sickler  

Merrie Spaeth   Kathy Ward

We are currently accepting Membership Renewals for 2025! And we always 
welcome new members!

Membership dues can be paid at the meeting, online through our website 
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member

Or checks can be mailed to Plano Republican Women, P O Box 940461, 
Plano, TX 75094-0461.

Memberships:

$40 Full Active Single Membership (PRW receives $15, TFRW and 
NFRW receive $25)

$45 Full Active Membership with Spouse

$25 Associate Membership – for Men or Active Members of other 
Republican Women Clubs

$20 Young Affiliate (young woman, age 10-17)

$140 Patron Member (includes Full Active Single Membership)

$145 Patron Member with Spouse 

Become a Member

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW

Right on Crime - Senior Fellow
Former Texas House of Representatives 

Former Chair of Corrections

(972) 989-7758                  428 Valley Glen Drive

jmaddeninsurance@aol.com         Richardson, Texas  75080

Jerry
Madden
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW

Political Advertising Paid for by  Plano Republican 

Women PAC Treasurer, PO Box 94046, Plano 

Texas 75094. Tax Exempt Organization Under 

Section 527 of  the Internal Revenue Code. 

Contributions to Plano Republican Women PAC 

Are Not  Deductible as Charitable . Contributions 

for Federal  Income Tax Purposes. Corporate 

Contributions Are Not Permitted. Not Authorized 

by Any Candidate or Committee 

July Birthdays
Cleo Marchese, President

     President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org 

Kathy Ward, 1st VP Programs

Ushma Ferguson, 2nd VP Membership 

     RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org

Lynn McCoy, 3rd VP Awards

Catherine Gibb, 4th VP, Ways and Means - 214-929-0857

Joan Hart, Recording Secretary

Sheila Patterson, Corresponding Secretary

Debby Arrant, PAC Treasurer

Deborah Schmidt 7/8

Donna Bailey  7/26

Helen Mellor  7/27

Hannah McMullen 7/28

mailto:RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

