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 It happened again. Another assassination attempt on

                      America’s President.

                         President Donald Trump.

                         The idea of political violence - even the suggestion of it
                        should remain deeply concerning to all Americans. In a
                        democratic society, disagreements are meant to be
                        resolved through debate, elections, and the rule of law, 
not threats or harm.

I have had this very conversation with a number of you, many of us 
have discussed how we proceeded in life when someone of the 
opposition political party has been in the White House. We went 
along with the functions of living. We obviously continued to fight 
hard for our conservative ideals - but we still lived our lives. We woke 
up every day and took our marching orders from God, our family and 
our job. We did not wake up and check social media to get our 
directives for the day, including what emotions to feel. What has 
happened to us?

Our country is in dire need of civil political discourse.

God bless President Trump.
God bless America.
God bless the Great State of Texas

Blessings,

Kathy Ward
President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org

mailto:President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
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PRW May Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

May 19th, 2026

"Michael Slaughter is a Collin County business owner, real estate broker, and 
longtime public servant with more than 20 years of experience in business, 
finance, and real estate. He also serves as a reserve law enforcement officer, a 
role he has held for over a decade, demonstrating a strong commitment to 
public safety and service.

He previously served on the Parker City Council, including as Mayor Pro Tem, 
where he focused on responsible growth, fiscal discipline, and protecting the 
character of the community. In the private sector, he is the CEO of multiple 
Collin County-based companies, giving him a practical, real-world 
understanding of the challenges facing local businesses and families.

Michael is the unopposed candidate for Collin County Commissioner, Precinct 
2, and will take office on January 1, 2027. He is committed to promoting 
transparency, accountability, accessibility, and responsible financial 
stewardship in county government.

He is married to his middle school sweetheart, is the proud father of four 
adopted children, and “PawPaw” to soon-to-be three grandbabies. When he’s 
not working or serving the community, Michael enjoys spending time with his 
wife and children at their ranch in McKinney, caring for their animals, and 
embracing the values that define Collin County living. He and his family 
proudly call Collin County home and remain actively involved in the 
community."

Speaker - Michael Slaughter – 
Candidate for Collin County Commissioner, 

Precinct 2 (unopposed)

"The Next Budget Cycle"
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PRW May Meeting

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 

May 19dth, 2026

Location: Saltgrass Steakhouse Plano East

3320 North Central Expressway, Plano, TX 75074

Time: 11:15 am: Arrive and check-in, 11:30 am: Meeting, Lunch & Program

Lunch is available for $25.00 with RSVP, cash or check payable to PRW on arrival.

Lunch will be salad, entree with vegetable, and dessert.

Our Next Meeting is May 19th, 2026.

RSVP here to pay with credit card

Please note: all Online Credit Card Payments include a processing fee. 

To RSVP send an email to: https://planorepublicanwomen.org/.

Include your name in your email and specify whether you will/will not be having lunch.

Patriot Paws will be joining us 

at our May meetings with an 

update on their activities.

Please join us for this update, 

We love Patriot Paws  for the 

amazing work they do with their 

Service Dogs and to assist our 

veterans!.

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/
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April Meeting Photos
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Over the next few months, we will explore the pinnacle of American heritage: iconic places, people, 
events and symbols of patriotism that played a key role in the early development of our country.

By Crystal Griffith

In celebration of America’s 250th Anniversary

ICONS OF AMERICA: THE SEAT OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C
Perhaps you have traveled to Washington, D.C. once, a million times, or never at all. Maybe now is 
a good time to take a trip and bring the whole family with you! Everyone who lives in this beautiful 
country should take at least one opportunity to walk the halls of the Capitol building, schedule a 
White House tour, stop to take pictures at the National Mall, or choose from a variety of museums 
and archival buildings to visit. D.C. is a landmark and a gold mine of American history. Its origins 
can be easily traced back; the founding of our nation’s capital city was well documented!  

The beginning of a larger vision: It is estimated that Washington, D.C., named for our first 
President, now hosts over 127,000 historic buildings, but it was once a humble piece of Indian 
territory with not a single building on it. As the Revolutionary War ended, Washington desired to 
build a new capital city, so parts of Virginia and Maryland were ceded near the Potomac and 
Anacostia Rivers, and the call went out for bids on who would develop the future government seat 
of America. Pierre Charles L-Enfant, a French artist and engineer who served in the Continental 
Army during the Revolutionary War, won the bid and designed a grid-like concept similar to his 
hometown streets of Paris. The vision was to create both grand boulevards and ceremonial-like 
spaces for specific landmarks and monuments to stand apart from other structures.  D.C. was 
officially established by the U.S. Constitution on July 16, 1790, but it took several iterations of both 
the L-Enfant plan and modifications over the years, including the very recognizable McMillan Plan 
of 1901, to piece together the city we know and love today. An 
unexpected turn of events, the War of 1812, also set the city 
back on progress, as the British burnt down most every main 
structure, including the White House, The Capitol, and 
Library of Congress. When all the books were destroyed,  
Thomas Jefferson sold off his entire personal collection 
to replenish the library for $23,950 in 1815.
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By Crystal Griffith

The oldest surviving building, an old stone house: Built in 1765 in the Georgetown district, this home 
was fabled to be the meeting place of General Washington and L-Enfant as
they planned the design of the city.  However, their meetings had actually taken 
place at Suter’s Tavern across the street, but the rumor outlived the truth. This
structure has mistakenly been preserved for a piece of erroneous history and 
now is  the oldest surviving building in the D.C. area, complete with three stories
and an indoor kitchen, a luxury at the time for anyone living in the mid-1700s.

Impressive and symbolic sites: As the business of the country grew, so did 
the landmark structures needed to support it. The U.S. Capitol was constructed 
from 1793-1800, moved from Philadelphia to D.C., and endured extensive 
damage in 1814. The  dome was completed in 1866, and modifications were 
made well into the 20th century.  The Library of Congress, spearheaded by John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson, was originally housed in the Capitol, but the collection 
outgrew the space upon the passage of the Copyright Act of 1870 by Congress, prompting a need to 
complete a more elaborate, permanent library in 1897 to house all kinds of special collections for a 
matter of public record. The Supreme Court met in a dozen different locations, sometimes even people’s
                                        homes, but settled on what is now the Old Senate Chamber of the U.S. Capitol. A
                                        rising politician, Chief Justice and future President, William H. Taft, convinced
                                        Congress to fund a Supreme Court building, which was completed in 1935. After
                                         146 years of gaveling cases, the court finally had a home. A crown jewel of the
                                          city (which received attention most recently for housing King Charles and Queen
                                          Camilla during their state visit in April 2026), the historic Blair House, across
                                          from the White House, was built in 1824 and served as the home of the first
                                           Surgeon General of the U.S. Army. It expanded to include 4 houses around it,
                                           was extensively renovated in the 1980s, and is the official home away from
                                            home for all foreign dignitaries when they come to visit the President of the 
United States. The guest country’s flag flies in the front, and the elaborate 14 guest rooms, 3 formal 
dining areas, conference rooms, kitchens, hair salon and fitness center are poised to ‘put on the dog’ and 
make a high impression on all who stay there. And finally, the most cherished of all, The White House, 
has housed every U.S. president since John Adams in 1800. Designed by Irish American, James Hoban, 
who won the bid in a highly publicized design contest led by Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson, this highlight of our nation’s history has gone through 
numerous renovations, a major fire, and currently boasts 155 rooms, 55 
bathrooms, 28 fireplaces, tennis courts, a bowling alley and a movie theater. 
Teddy Roosevelt gave it the name “The White House” in 1901, and it is the 
official living residence and place of business for the President and First Family. 
The building is open for select public tours, arranged through your U.S. 
Representative or Senator, and is currently undergoing its most bold renovation 
to date; a $400 million, 90,000 square foot ballroom off the East Wing for 
hosting events of state, commenced in 2025 by President Donald J. Trump.
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The Arts are Alive in D.C. An impressive fact about Washington, D.C. is the size and number of buildings 
celebrating art, music, culture and history. The main performance hall, The Kennedy Center, opened in 
1971 and hosts over 2,200 events annually, including the prestigious Kennedy Center Honors. When it 
comes to museums, the city does not disappoint. The Smithsonian is not a single building, but a set of 21 
separate museums offering immense collections of American and World art, including:

• African American Culture Museum: American history through
 an African American lens
• American History Museum: World Class collections that help 
 tell America’s stories
• Natural History Museum: Explores the natural world and our 
 place in it
• National Portrait Gallery: America’s history through portraiture and biography
• American Indian Museum: Honors Native heritage, history, and voices
• Air and Space Museum: Launches into the history of flight and space
• Hirshhorn Museum: Features international modern and contemporary art
• Smithsonian Castle: The first and oldest building of all the Smithsonian collections
• Arts and Industries Building: Hosts special experiences and programs
• The Postal Museum: America’s mail history and the art of stamp collecting

By Crystal Griffith

Sources:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Stone_House_%28Washington,_D.C.%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Capitol
https://www.loc.gov/about/history-of-the-library/
https://washington.org/DC-information/washington-dc-history
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By Crystal Griffith

    America 250 Celebrations are happening all around town in the
     months leading up to our country’s anniversary. We will feature
     several of these events in upcoming newsletters. 
    
     One Nation Under God: Celebrating Faith and Freedom (May 
7,      2026) Prestonwood Baptist Church hosts a special National Day
      of Prayer event for you and your family. The theme is “Glorify 
God among the nations, seeking Him in All Generations.” https://prestonwood.org/america250/

*OFFICIAL AMERICA 250 TOUR EVENT* Freedom Festival in Bedford (May 8-9, 2026)
The U.S. 250 Tour is coming to Bedford, and you are invited to a massive celebration of heritage and 
harmony! Don’t miss this historic nationwide journey toward America’s 250th Anniversary, offering 
an immersive experience filled with patriotic pride, family fun, and incredible live music. Includes 
shows, crafts and games for the kids, local artisans, historic re-enactors, photo ops and so much 
more! This celebration is one of the stops of this historic nationwide tour during the United States 
Semi quincentennial. https://us250tour.com/bedford-texas

Quilt Plano 2026 (August 14-15, 2026; deadline to enter is May 14)
The Quilters Guild of Plano features a special judged category for the 250th anniversary of America’s 
liberty. Judged entries will feature patriotic themes, American history, and quilts of valor. 
https://quiltguilds.com/event/quilt-plano-2025-quilt-show-in-plano-tx-2/

Prosper America 250 (May 25-July 4, 2026)
This 40-day celebration in nearby Prosper features a Memorial Day kickoff, “Paint Prosper Proud” on 
May 28, and a downtown block party.  https://www.prospertx.gov/806/Prosper-America-250

REMINDER! – DEADLINE TO SUBMIT IS MAY 25, 2026                         
TELL THEIR STORY: A TRIBUTE TO OUR SERVICE MEMBERS

Do you have a story to share with us about a family member 
who was enlisted in a branch of our Armed Forces? Perhaps 
a father or (great) grandfather from The Civil War, WWI and 
II, Korea, Vietnam, or a son or daughter who has recently 
served our country? We want to hear from YOU! Let’s keep 
these service member’s stories alive. To be featured in an 
upcoming newsletter, email Crystal Griffith, Americanism 
Chair, at Precinct79chair@gmail.com. 

https://prestonwood.org/america250/
https://us250tour.com/bedford-texas
https://us250tour.com/bedford-texas
https://us250tour.com/bedford-texas
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Keep the challenge going! 10 hours per month!

www.planorepublicanwomen.org

Ladies, you can submit your 
hours on our website here: 

Political Action Hours

You can turn in your hours on our website. 

www.planorepublicanwomen.org

http://www.planorepublicanwomen.org/
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/political-action-hours-1
http://www.planorepublicanwomen.org/
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CARING FOR AMERICA

Your Gift Changes Lives – Donate Today

The Agape Resource & Assistance Center in East Plano, TX, helps women, 
moms and their children facing situational homelessness. With the help of 
case workers and counselors, women and children typically stay with Agape 
from 6 months to a year, during which time they gain the skills, strength and 
stability for self-sufficiency. Bring donations to the meeting.

Move in Items:
-Laundry Baskets tall baskets or collapsible 
-Coloring Books 
-Planners (no dates)
-Trash Cans (small for bedroom)
-Tumblers/Water Bottles for kids and women 
-Welcome Mats for our homes
-Treats/Snacks for welcome bags, like chocolate and candy
-Heating pads
-Cozy socks

Move Out Items:
-Trash Bags (kitchen, as many as you can get)
-Deodorant 
-Shampoo and conditioner for curly hair 
-Swiffer Mop Replacement Pads, off brand is fine, wet 
-Kids toothpaste 
-Diaper Cream 
-Kids Tylenol 
-Kids ibuprofen
-Paper Towels 
-Toilet Paper 
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Membership Report
    by Membership Chair Joan Hart

Many Thanks To Our Club Patrons
These members have donated $100.00 in cash, given items to 

the club, or paid budgeted expenses valued at $100.00 or more.

Debby Arrant   Deb Blencowe   

Ushma Ferguson   Catherine Gibb   

Jennifer Groysman   Joan Hart

Madelon Issaeff   Donna Krauss   

Cleo Marchese   Lynn McCoy 

Dana Sickler    Merrie Spaeth   

Kathy Ward    Di Wike

We are currently accepting Membership Renewals for 2026! And we always 
welcome new members!

Membership dues can be paid at the meeting, online through our website 
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member

Or checks can be mailed to Plano Republican Women, P O Box 940461, 
Plano, TX 75094-0461.

Memberships:

$40 Full Active Single Membership (PRW receives $15, TFRW and 
NFRW receive $25)

$45 Full Active Membership with Spouse

$25 Associate Membership – for Men or Active Members of other 
Republican Women Clubs

$20 Young Affiliate (young woman, age 10-17)

$140 Patron Member (includes Full Active Single Membership)

$145 Patron Member with Spouse 

Become a Member

https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
https://planorepublicanwomen.org/become-a-member
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW

Right on Crime - Senior Fellow
Former Texas House of Representatives 

Former Chair of Corrections

(972) 989-7758                  428 Valley Glen Drive

jmaddeninsurance@aol.com         Richardson, Texas  75080

Jerry
Madden
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The next time you see these sponsors —shake their hands.
   Paid Political Advertising PRW
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Kathy Ward, President
  President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org 

Catherine Gibb, 1st VP Programs - 214-929-0857

Joan Hart, 2nd VP Membership
  RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org 

Lynn McCoy, 3rd VP Awards

Ashley Bergerson, 4th VP, Ways and Means

Janet Troutman, Recording Secretary

Trina Westberg, Corresponding Secretary

Dana Sickler, PAC Treasurer

PRW Officers and Birthdays

Political Advertising Paid for by  Plano Republican Women PAC Treasurer, PO Box 94046, Plano Texas 75094. Tax 

Exempt Organization Under Section 527 of  the Internal Revenue Code. 

Contributions to Plano Republican Women PAC Are Not  Deductible as Charitable . Contributions for Federal  

Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions Are Not Permitted. Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee. 

Vision and Mission Statement: 

Plano Republican Women is an 

American political club, bringing 

together women to positively impact the 

direction of our nation.  We come 

together as a collective force advancing 

the power of women through political 

access and participation.

Our mission is to see women from all 

age groups and walks of life as key 

players at the political table of national, 

state, and local issues.

May Birthdays

Ushma Ferguson  5/1
Patricia Greer  5/12
Diana Chavez-Gifford 5/13
Peggy McBrayer  5/13
Stephanie Casson  5/14
Valerie Greenberg  5/23
Rita Greenwell  5/30

mailto:President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
mailto:RSVP@PlanoRepublicanWomen.org
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