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Welcome & Announcements 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Come, you who are toiling, you who are bound-up; 

People: Come, Liberating God, hear our cries for mercy! 

Leader: Come, you who are lost, you who are hopeless; 

People: Come, Redeeming Christ, turn us to your light! 

Leader: Come, you who are angry, you who are hurting; 

People: Come, Cleansing Spirit, enter in to our hearts! 

Leader: Come, for confession, for forgiveness, for restoration! 

People: Come, O Holy One, free us, heal us, bless us! 

 

* Opening Hymn   ​ ​ ​ “Forty Days and Forty Nights”​ ​ #179 

 

Prayer of Confession (Responsive) 

Based on Psalm 51: 1 - 17 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A: You know my transgressions, Righteous God, and so do I. 

Side B: I have done what is evil in your sight. 

Side A: Please… 

Side B: Please… 

Side A: As your people, we have not been as faithful as we could be. 

Side B: But we do not know how to escape from our sin. 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A: We pass judgment on others; 

Side B: And we forget that judgment is your job, not ours. 

Side A: Please… 

Side B: Please… 

Side A: Do not cast me away from you; 

Side B: Do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A: Wipe away my wrongdoings, God of Mercy; 

Side B: Hide your face from my transgressions, God of Love. 

Side A: Please… 



Side B: Please… 

Side A: Create in me a clean heart. 

Side B: Put a new and right spirit within me. 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A: Sustain in me a willing spirit; 

Side B: And restore to me the joy of your salvation. 

Side A: Please… 

Side B: Please… 

Side A: You desire truth in my inward being; 

Side B: Therefore, teach me wisdom in my secret heart 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A: Let me hear joy and gladness; 

Side B: Let me sing aloud of your deliverance! 

Side A: Please… 

Side B: Please… 

Side A: Our sacrifices will not appease you 

Side B: It is our genuine selves that you desire. 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A: Deliver me from bloodshed, God of my salvation, 

Side B: And my whole self will declare your praise! 

Side A: Have mercy on me, O God, 

Side B: According to your steadfast love. 

Side A: Then I will become an example for faithfulness; 

Side B: And I will help others return to your ways. 

All: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

 

Assurances of Grace 

 

Scripture Readings​ ​ ​ Joel 2: 1 - 2, 12 - 17 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mathew 6: 1 - 6, 16 - 21 

 

Responding to the Word 

One: The word of God, for the people of God.  

All: Thanks be to God. 



 

Sermon ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Rev. Dwight 

 

*Hymn ​ ​ “From Ashes to the Living Font”​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Insert 

 

Invitation to the Observance of the Lenten Discipline​ ​ ​ ​ Rev. James 

 

Prayer Over the Ashes​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Rev. Dwight 

 

Imposition of the Ashes​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Rev. James & Rev. Dwight 

 

Prayer after Imposition (Responsive) 

Leader: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation. 

People: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

Leader: By the cross and passion of our Savior, 

People: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

*Communion Hymn ​ ​ ​ ​ “Eat This Bread” ​ ​ ​ #414 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ See booklet  

 

*Closing Hymn ​ ​ “Savior, When In Dust To You”​ ​ ​ ​ Insert 

 

Benediction​  

 

**Postlude 

 

 

*Please stand if you are able. 

**Please sit quietly for the postlude. 

 If you'd like to donate to the work of the BCC, please scan the QR Code 

above with the camera application on your cell phone. A link will pop up. Please click it 

and fill out the donation form.  

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome Guests! 

We are so glad that you are worshiping with us today! The Barre Congregational Church, 

United Church of Christ is an open and affirming congregation where no matter who 

you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! We are blessed by your 

presence with us. Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right of the sanctuary and 

downstairs. We heartily invite you to join us for conversation and refreshments in our 

Fellowship Hall following the service. 

 

We welcome the seekers. 

We welcome those who question. 

We welcome those who believe without question. 

It is not for us to turn anyone away. 

Arms wide open. 

Welcome home.  

 

Upcoming events and meetings: 

Wednesday, Feb. 18: Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 pm 

Sunday, Feb. 22: Worship Service with Rev. James 

Sunday, Feb. 22: Handbell Practice 11 am 

Tuesday, Feb. 24: Deacons Meeting 

Please inform the church office of all upcoming events 

Serving this Sunday 

, Lector 

, Greeter 

, Ushers 

Deacons, Coffee Hour 

, Welcome 

Thank you to our volunteers for their service to the Church. 

 





 


