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PRELUDE     “What Child Is This?”   Arr. Richard Purvis 

WELCOME & BIDDING PRAYER 

HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 

 Almighty God, our eternal Creator, 
you are merciful and kind, 
but we have gone our own way, 
not loving you as we ought, 
nor loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Creator, forgive us. 
Help us to love you and our neighbor, 
and to live for your honor and glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whom alone we find 
salvation. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

 

 



OPENING CAROL        v. 1 & 4 

 
 
 



FIRST LESSON      GENESIS 1: 1 – 5 

The Beginning of Creation 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the 
earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the 
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 
Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And 
God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light 
from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 
 

 
 



CAROL         

 
 
 



SECOND LESSON      Isaiah 9: 2 – 7 
 
The Light Foretold 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 



CAROL          v. 1 & 2 

 



THIRD LESSON    Micah 5: 2 – 5a 
 
A Ruler from Bethlehem 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is 
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall 
return to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 
Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth; 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

 



CAROL          v. 1 & 4 

 



FOURTH LESSON     Luke 1: 26 – 33, 46 – 55 
 
Mary’s Song of Praise 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.’ 
 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked 
with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on 
all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is 
his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation 
to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made 
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’  

 
 



ANTHEM  “Were You There On Christmas Night?”  
by Natalie Sleeth 

 
FIFTH LESSON      Matthew 1: 18 – 25 
 
Joseph’s Dream 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 
her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.’ 
 

 
 
 



CAROL          v. 1 & 4 

 



SIXTH LESSON       Luke 2: 1 – 7 
 
The Birth of Jesus 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

 



CAROL          v. 1 & 2 

 



SEVENTH LESSON       Luke 2: 8 – 20  
 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 15 When 
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
THE RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 
 

 



CAROL          v. 1 – 3 

  



SERMON   “The Baby” 
 
ANTHEM   “Peaceful Night, Starlit Night” 
     by Elliott Levine 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO THE CHRIST 
 
OFFERTORY  “O Holy Night” by Adolphe Adam 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
 

Christmas - Giving God, thank you for these gifts that we 
have the privilege of sharing on this night. May they 
resemble your goodness in the lives of those reached by 
these gifts. Bless every cent, dollar, minute, hour, skill, 
talent, mind, and body generously and freely offered to you, 
God of the manger. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF LIGHT 
 

 
 



CAROL          v. 1 – 3 
The minister will sing the first verse in German; the congregation will join on the following verses. 

 



BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE  “The Sussex Carol”  Traditional 
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