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“Thoughtful,
strong-willed
sixth-grader Merci
Suarez navigates
difficult changes with
friends, family, and
everyone in between in
a resonant new novel
from Meg Medina.”

“Twelve-year-old
Shayla is allergic to
trouble. All she wants
to do is to follow the
rules. (Oh, and she’d
also like to make it
through seventh grade
with her best
friendships intact,
learn to run track, and
have a cute boy see
past her giant
forehead.)”

“Twelve-year-old
Güero, a red-headed,
freckled Mexican
American border kid,
discovers the joy of
writing poetry, thanks
to his seventh grade
English teacher.”

“Newbery
Honor-winning author
Cynthia Lord has
written a beautiful and
sensitive book about
being different and
staying true to
yourself.”

“It's the start of fifth
grade for seven kids at
Snow Hill School.
There's . . . Jessica,
the new girl, smart and
perceptive, who's
having a hard time
fitting in; Alexia, a
bully, your friend one
second, your enemy
the next; Peter, class
prankster and
troublemaker; Luke,
the brain; Danielle,
who never stands up
for herself; shy Anna,

“The first day of
middle school means
trading in freeze tag at
the pool for new
schedules, fabulous
outfits, and a fresh
start. But for
eleven-year-old
Kaylan, the chaos of
new locker
combinations,
cafeteria cliques, and
potential first kisses is
more than she can
handle. She dreads the
start of sixth grade and
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whose home situation
makes her an outcast;
and Jeffrey, who hates
school.  Only Mr.
Terupt, their new and
energetic teacher,
seems to know how to
deal with them all. He
makes the classroom a
fun place, even if he
doesn't let them get
away with much . . .
until the snowy winter
day when an accident
changes everything -
and everyone.”

feels like she
wants—no, needs—a
winning game plan.”

“Bursting with humor,
heart, science,
possibilities, and big
questions, Shine! is a
story about finding
your place in the
universe--a story
about figuring out who
you are and who you
want to be.”

“Aven Green loves to
tell people that she
lost her arms in an
alligator wrestling
match, or a wildfire in
Tanzania, but the truth
is she was born
without them. And
when her parents take
a job running
Stagecoach Pass, a
rundown western
theme park in Arizona,
Aven moves with them
across the country
knowing that she’ll
have to answer the
question over and over
again.”



“Jason Reynolds
conjures ten tales (one
per block) about what
happens after the
dismissal bell rings,
and brilliantly weaves
them into one wickedly
funny, piercingly
poignant look at the
detours we face on the
walk home, and in life.”

“Carter Jones is
astonished early one
morning when he finds
a real English butler,
bowler hat and all, on
the doorstep - one
who stays to help the
Jones family, which is
a little bit broken.  In
addition to figuring out
middle school, Carter
has to adjust to the
unwelcome presence
of this new know-it-all
adult in his life and
navigate the butler's
notions of decorum.
And ultimately, when
his burden of grief and
anger from the past
can no longer be
ignored, Carter learns
that a burden becomes
lighter when it is
shared.  Sparkling with
humor, this insightful
and compassionate
story will resonate with
readers who have
confronted secrets of
their own.”

“It will take all of Mia's
courage, kindness,
and hard work to get
through this year. Will
she be able to hold on
to her job, help the
immigrants and
guests, escape Mr.
Yao, and go for her
dreams?”

“Before Stinkville, Alice
didn’t think
albinism—or the
blindness that goes
with it—was a big
deal. Sure, she uses a
magnifier to read
books. And a cane
keeps her from
bruising her hips on
tables. Putting on
sunscreen and always
wearing a hat are just
part of life. But life has
always been like this
for Alice. Until
Stinkville.”



“Joel dares his best
friend, Tony, to a
swimming race in a
dangerous river. Both
boys jump in, but
when Joel reaches the
sandbar, he finds Tony
has vanished. How
can he face their
parents and the terrible
truth?”

“The Penderwick
sisters busily discover
the summertime magic
of Arundel estate’s
sprawling gardens,
treasure-filled attic,
tame rabbits, and the
cook who makes the
best gingerbread in
Massachusetts. Best
of all is Jeffrey Tifton,
son of Arundel’s
owner, the perfect
companion for their
adventures.
Icy-hearted Mrs. Tifton
is less pleased with the
Penderwicks than
Jeffrey, and warns the
new friends to stay out
of trouble. Is that any
fun? For sure the
summer will be
unforgettable.”

“Being split between
Mom and Dad is more
than switching houses,
switching nicknames,
switching backpacks:
it’s also about
switching identities. If
you’re only seen as
half of this and half of
that, how can you ever
feel whole?”

“Lulu is so
accustomed to getting
what she wants that
when her parents deny
her birthday request
for a brontosaurus, she
throws a four-day
temper tantrum and
then storms off into the
forest in search of the
dinosaur she clearly
deserves.”



“It all starts when six
kids have to meet for a
weekly chat—by
themselves, with no
adults to listen in.
There, in the room they
soon dub the ARTT
Room (short for "A
Room to Talk"), they
discover it's safe to
talk about what's
bothering
them—everything from
Esteban's father's
deportation and
Haley's father's
incarceration to
Amari's fears of racial
profiling and Ashton's
adjustment to his
changing family
fortunes.”

“You can learn a lot
about life by observing
another species.
That’s what Humphrey
was told when he was
first brought to Room
26. And boy, is it true!
In addition to having
FUN-FUN-FUN in
class, each weekend
this amazing hamster
gets to sleep over with
a different student, like
Lower-Your-Voice-A.J.
and Speak-Up-Sayeh.
Soon Humphrey learns
to read, write, and
even shoot rubber
bands (only in
self-defense, of
course). With lots of
friends to help,
adventures to enjoy,
and a cage with a
lock-that-doesn’t-
lock, Humphrey's life is
almost perfect. If only
the teacher, Mrs.
Brisbane, wasn’t out to
get him!”

“Flora and her brother,
Julian, don’t believe
they were born.
They’ve lived in so
many foster homes,
they can’t remember
where they came from.
And even now that
they’ve been adopted,
Flora still struggles to
believe in forever. So
along with their new
mother, Flora and
Julian begin a journey
to go back and
discover their
past—for only then
can they really begin to

“A girl in foster care
tries to find her birth
mother before she
loses her forever in this
spare and beautifully
told novel about last
chances and new
opportunities.”



build their future.”

“The next person who
compares Chloe Cho
with famous violinist
Abigail Yang is going
to HEAR it. Chloe has
just about had it with
people not knowing
the difference between
someone who's
Chinese, Japanese, or
Korean. She's had it
with people thinking
that everything she
does well -- getting
good grades, winning
first chair in the
orchestra, etCETera --
are because she's
ASIAN.”

“When two brothers
decide to prove how
brave they are,
everything
backfires—literally.”

“When Louisiana
Elefante’s granny
wakes her up in the
middle of the night to
tell her that the day of
reckoning has arrived
and they have to leave
home immediately,
Louisiana isn’t overly
worried. After all,
Granny has many
middle-of-the-night
ideas. But this time,
things are different.”

“The word gifted has
never been applied to
a kid like Donovan
Curtis. It's usually
more like Don't try this
at home. So when the
troublemaker pulls a
major prank at his
middle school, he
thinks he's finally gone
too far. But thanks to a
mix-up by one of the
administrators, instead
of getting in trouble,
Donovan is sent to the
Academy of Scholastic
Distinction (ASD), a
special program for
gifted and talented
students.”



“Raymie Clarke has
come to realize that
everything, absolutely
everything, depends
on her. And she has a
plan. If Raymie can win
the Little Miss Central
Florida Tire
competition, then her
father, who left town
two days ago with a
dental hygienist, will
see Raymie's picture in
the paper and (maybe)
come home.”

“Cecilia Murray has
been wishing for a dog
for as long as she can
remember. And when a
cute pug named
Potato is brought in to
Orphan Paws, the
shelter where she
volunteers, she knows
he is the dog she's
been waiting for.
There's just one
problem: Eric Chung --
a popular, arrogant
boy from school --
adopts Potato first.
What's worse, he
hopes to train the little
tater to become a
show-dog superstar.
Cecilia knows that
Potato is not cut out
for a life of sparkly
collars and snobby
judges, so she sets out
to sabotage Eric's
plans.”

“When Archer is in
sixth grade, his
beloved uncle Paul
marries another
man—Archer’s favorite
student teacher. But
that’s getting ahead of
the story, and a
wonderful story it is. In
Archer’s sweetly naïve
but observant voice,
his life through
elementary school is
recounted: the
outspoken, ever-loyal
friends he makes, the
teachers who blunder
or inspire, and the
family members who
serve as his role
models. From one

“Eric is the new kid in
seventh grade. Griffin
wants to be his friend.
When you're new in
town, it's hard to know
who to hang out with
and who to avoid.
Griffin seems cool,
confident, and
popular.”



exhilarating,
unexpected episode to
another, Archer’s story
rolls along as he
puzzles over the
people in his life and
the kind of person he
wants to
become…and
manages to help his
uncle become his best
self as well.”


