
HISTORICAL FICTION 
 Give us a call to schedule a curbside appointment, 608-374-7470.  You may also email us at, 

tomah_public_library@yahoo.com. 

 

“In 1943 
Nazi-occupied 
Amsterdam, teenage 
Hanneke--a 'finder' of 
black market goods--is 
tasked with finding a 
Jewish girl a customer 
had been hiding, who 
has seemingly 
vanished into thin air, 
and is pulled into a 
web of resistance 
activities and secrets 
as she attempts to 
solve the mystery and 
save the missing 
girl"--Provided by 
publisher. 

 

Bored and lonely after 
his family moves from 
Berlin to a place called 
"Out-With" in 1942, 
Bruno, the son of a 
Nazi officer, befriends 
a boy in striped 
pajamas who lives 
behind a wire fence.  

 

In 1943, a British 
fighter plane crashes 
in Nazi-occupied 
France and the 
survivor tells a tale of 
friendship, war, 
espionage, and great 
courage as she relates 
what she must to 
survive while keeping 
secret all that she can.  

 

Loosely based on a 
school explosion that 
took place in New 
London, Texas, in 
1937, this is the story 
of two teenagers: 
Naomi, who is 
Mexican, and Wash, 
who is black, and their 
dealings with race, 
segregation, love, and 
the forces that destroy 
people.  
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“Teens Haruko, a 
Japanese American, 
and Margot, a German 
American, form a 
life-changing 
friendship as 
everything around 
them starts falling 
apart in the Crystal 
City family internment 
camp during World 
War II.” 

 

“World War II is 
drawing to a close in 
East Prussia, and 
thousands of refugees 
are on a desperate trek 
toward freedom. When 
their paths converge in 
route to the ship that 
promises salvation, 
Joana, Emilia, and 
Florian find their 
strength, courage, and 
trust in one another 
tested with each step 
closer toward safety. 
When tragedy strikes 
the Wilhelm Gustloff, 
they must fight for the 
same thing: survival.” 

 

“In mid-thirteenth 
century Provence, 
Dolssa de Stigata is a 
fervently religious girl 
who feels the call to 
preach, condemned by 
the Inquisition as an 
"unnatural woman," 
and hunted by the 
Dominican Friar Lucien 
who fears a 
resurgence of the 
Albigensian heresy; 
Botille is a 
matchmaker trying to 
protect her sisters 
from being branded as 
gypsies or 
witches--but when she 
finds the hunted 
Dolssa dying on a 
hillside, she feels 
compelled to protect 
her, a decision that 
may cost her 
everything.” 

 

“Fourteen-year-old 
Dita is one of the many 
imprisoned by the 
Nazis at Auschwitz. 
Taken, along with her 
mother and father, 
from the Terezín 
ghetto in Prague, Dita 
is adjusting to the 
constant terror that is 
life in the camp. When 
Jewish leader Freddy 
Hirsch asks Dita to 
take charge of the 
eight precious volumes 
the prisoners have 
managed to sneak 
past the guards, she 
agrees. And so Dita 
becomes the librarian 
of Auschwitz.” 



 

“Various diaries, 
letters, and other 
manuscripts chronicle 
the experiences of 
Octavian, a young 
African American, from 
birth to age sixteen, as 
he is brought up as 
part of a science 
experiment in the 
years leading up to 
and during the 
Revolutionary War.”   

“In the early 1800s, 
when her father sends 
her to London for a 
season, 
eighteen-year-old 
Juliana Telford, who 
prefers researching 
ladybugs to marriage, 
meets handsome 
Spencer Northam, a 
spy posing as a young 
gentleman of leisure.” 

 

“Two tiger cub 
brothers are taken 
from the jungle to 
ancient Rome, where 
one becomes the 
pampered pet of 
Caesar's daughter and 
the other becomes a 
man-eating 
"entertainment act" at 
the Colosseum.” 

 

“Seventeen-year-old 
Evie O'Neill is thrilled 
when she is exiled 
from small-town Ohio 
to New York City in 
1926, even when a 
rash of occult-based 
murders thrusts Evie 
and her uncle, curator 
of The Museum of 
American Folklore, 
Superstition, and the 
Occult, into the thick of 
the investigation.” 

 

"After the suspicious 
death of her mother in 
1895, sixteen-year-old 
Gemma returns to 
England, after many 
years in India, to 
attend a finishing 
school where she 
becomes aware of her 
magical powers and 
ability to see into the 
spirit world.” 

 

"In 1874, the U.S. 
Army sent troops to 
subdue and move the 
Native Americans of 
the southern plains to 
Indian reservations, 
and this chronicles the 
brief and brutal war 
that followed. Told 
from the viewpoint of 
two youths from 
opposite sides of the 
fight, this is a tale of 
conflict and unlikely 
friendship in the Wild 
West"--Provided by 
publisher. 



 

Young British pilot 
Stephen Dearborn, 
training in Canada 
during World War II, 
meets 
fourteen-year-old Ellen 
Logan when her 
younger brother gets 
into some trouble at 
the local airfield, and 
the two young people 
fall in love while facing 
difficult responsibilities 
brought about by the 
conflict. 

 

“Sixteen-year-old 
Finley, a lady's maid in 
1897 England, is 
forced to leave yet 
another job when the 
dark "thing" inside her 
knocks out the brutal 
son of her employer, 
and she is taken in by 
Griffin King, the 
orphaned Duke of 
Greythorne, who sees 
the magical darkness 
inside Finley and 
enlists her to join his 
little group of misfits in 
a quest to bring down 
the mastermind behind 
a rash of crimes 
committed by 
automatons.” 

 

"A historical fiction 
novel in verse detailing 
the life of Clara 
Lemlich and her 
struggle for women's 
labor rights in the early 
20th century in New 
York"--Provided by 
publisher. 

 

“Seventeen-year-old 
Clara tries to help her 
mother raise enough 
money in 1896 to save 
their home from 
foreclosure and 
announce their plans 
to walk over four 
thousand miles from 
their hometown in 
Washington to New 
York City within seven 
months for a reward of 
ten thousand dollars.” 
 



 

Two fifteen-year-old 
girls--one a slave and 
the other an 
indentured 
servant--escape their 
Carolina plantation and 
try to make their way 
to Fort Moses, Florida, 
a Spanish colony that 
gives sanctuary to 
slaves. 

 

“In 1934, Vango, a 
young Frenchman who 
is about to take his 
priestly vows, finds 
himself falsely accused 
of murder. To clear his 
name, he must travel 
across Europe in 
search of clues to his 
hidden past.” 

 

“In the late 
eighteenth-century, 
Sido, the 
twelve-year-old 
daughter of a 
self-indulgent marquis, 
and Yann, a 
fourteen-year-old 
Gypsy orphan raised 
to perform in a magic 
show, face a common 
enemy at the start of 
the French Revolution. 
spins out of control!” 

 

“Sixteen-year-old 
Gwyneth Shepherd 
unexpectedly travels 
through time to the 
eighteenth century, 
and she must find out 
why her mother lied 
about her date of birth 
to hide her ability, 
research her history, 
and work with Gideon, 
another time traveler.” 

 

“In 1899 Manhattan, 
the drowning of 
beautiful Elizabeth 
Holland, daughter of 
New York society's 
ruling family, brings to 
the surface the 
scandalous behavior 
of several teenagers of 
varying social class.” 

 

“Based on the life of 
Jack Gruener, this 
book relates his story 
of survival from the 
Nazi occupation of 
Krakow, when he was 
eleven, through a 
succession of 
concentration camps, 
to the final liberation of 
Dachau.” 



 

“While obtaining a 
Western education at a 
prestigious Japanese 
boarding school in 
1890, sixteen-year-old 
Toyo also receives 
traditional samurai 
training which has 
profound effects on 
both his baseball 
game and his 
relationship with his 
father.”   

“In 1950s Tennessee, 
ten-year-old David's 
racist father refuses to 
let him associate with 
his best friend 
Malcolm, an African 
American boy.” 

 

Sixteen-year-old Hattie 
Brooks inherits her 
uncle's homesteading 
claim in Montana in 
1917 and encounters 
some unexpected 
problems related to 
the war in Europe. 

 

“Rescued from the 
gallows in 1850s 
London, young orphan 
and thief Mary Quinn is 
offered a place at Miss 
Scrimshaw's Academy 
for Girls where she is 
trained to be part of an 
all-female investigative 
unit called The Agency 
and, at age seventeen, 
she infiltrates a rich 
merchant's home in 
hopes of tracing his 
missing cargo ships.” 

 

“When soldiers arrive 
in his hometown in 
Cambodia, Arn Chorn 
Pond is separated 
from his family and 
sent to a labor camp, 
where he works in the 
rice paddies until he 
volunteers to learn to 
play an instrument--a 
decision that both 
saves his life and lands 
him in battle.”   

“Tells the story of an 
Alcatraz prison guard's 
only daughter who 
goes missing and the 
prisoner who knows 
the truth, and the story 
of Shanley Keagan 
who almost twenty 
years earlier leaves 
Dublin, Ireland and 
comes to America to 
find his father.” 



 

“Number 47, a 
fourteen-year-old slave 
boy growing up under 
the watchful eye of a 
brutal master in 1832, 
meets the mysterious 
Tall John, who 
introduces him to a 
magical science and 
also teaches him the 
meaning of freedom.” 

 

“Sixteen-year-old 
Gwen, the newest and 
final member of the 
secret time-traveling 
Circle of Twelve, 
searches through 
history for the other 
time-travelers, aided 
by friend Lesley, 
James the ghost, 
Xemerius the gargoyle 
demon, and Gideon, 
the Diamond, whose 
fate seems bound with 
hers.” 

 

“In a novel based on 
Chinese Cinderella 
tales, 
fourteen-year-old 
stepchild Xing-Xing 
endures a life of 
neglect and servitude, 
as her stepmother 
cruelly mutilates her 
own child's feet so 
that she alone might 
marry well.” 

 

“Fifteen-year-old 
Melkorka, an Irish 
princess, is kidnapped 
by Russian slave 
traders and not only 
learns how to survive 
but to challenge some 
of the brutality of her 
captors, who are 
fascinated by her 
apparent muteness 
and the possibility that 
she is enchanted.” 

 

“Sixteen-year-old 
Gwen, the newest and 
final member of the 
secret time-traveling 
Circle of Twelve, 
searches through 
history for the other 
time-travelers, aided 
by friend Lesley, 
James the ghost, 
Xemerius the gargoyle 
demon, and Gideon, 
the Diamond, whose 
fate seems bound with 
hers.” 

 

“Sixteen-year-old 
Chelsea knows what 
to expect when she 
returns for a summer 
of historical 
reenactment at 
Colonial Essex Village 
until she learns that 
her ex-boyfriend is 
working there, too, and 
then meets the very 
attractive Dan who 
works at a rival 
historical village.” 



 

“When her university 
professor father is sent 
by the Gestapo to a 
concentration camp, 
seven-year-old Anna 
travels the Polish 
countryside with the 
mysterious Swallow 
Man during World War 
II.” 

 

“Misha and his family 
do their best to survive 
in the appalling 
conditions of the 
Warsaw ghetto during 
World War II, and 
ultimately make a final, 
desperate stand 
against the Nazis.” 

 

“Fourteen-year-old 
Joan Skraggs, just like 
the heroines in her 
beloved novels, yearns 
for real life and true 
love. But what hope is 
there for adventure, 
beauty, or art on a 
hardscrabble farm in 
Pennsylvania where 
the work never ends? 
Over the summer of 
1911, Joan pours her 
heart out into her diary 
as she seeks a new, 
better life for 
herself--because 
maybe, just maybe, a 
hired girl cleaning and 
cooking for six dollars 
a week can become 
what a farm girl could 
only dream of--a 
woman with a future.” 

 

“In 1941, 
fifteen-year-old Lina, 
her mother, and 
brother are pulled from 
their Lithuanian home 
by Soviet guards and 
sent to Siberia, where 
her father is sentenced 
to death in a prison 
camp while she fights 
for her life, vowing to 
honor her family and 
the thousands like hers 
by burying her story in 
a jar on Lithuanian soil. 
Based on the author's 
family, includes a 
historical note.” 



 

“In 1936 Berlin, 
fourteen-year-old Karl 
Stern, considered 
Jewish despite a 
non-religious 
upbringing, learns to 
box from the legendary 
Max Schmeling while 
struggling with the 
realities of the 
Holocaust.” 

 

“A street child, known 
to himself only as 
Stopthief, finds 
community when he is 
taken in by a band of 
orphans in Warsaw 
ghetto which helps him 
weather the horrors of 
the Nazi regime.” 

 

“In 1959 Virginia, Linda 
Hairston, who has 
been taught all her life 
that the races should 
be kept "separate but 
equal," must work on a 
school project with 
Sarah Dunbar, one of 
the first 
African-American 
students at the 
all-white Jefferson 
High School.” 

 

“In 1888, 
twelve-year-old Will 
Henry chronicles his 
apprenticeship with Dr. 
Warthrop, a scientist 
who hunts and studies 
real-life monsters, as 
they discover and 
attempt to destroy a 
pod of 
Anthropophagi.” 

 

In 1793 Philadelphia, 
sixteen-year-old 
Matilda Cook, 
separated from her 
sick mother, learns 
about perseverance 
and self-reliance when 
she is forced to cope 
with the horrors of a 
yellow fever epidemic. 

 

“Essie, a young black 
woman in 1880s 
Savannah, is offered 
the opportunity to 
leave her shameful 
past and be 
transformed into an 
educated, high-society 
woman in Washington, 
D.C.” 



 

“Jane McKeene was 
born two days before 
the dead began to 
walk the battlefields of 
Gettysburg and 
Chancellorsville—derai
ling the War Between 
the States and 
changing America 
forever.” 

 

“Danny Manion lands 
in the Studies and 
Observation Group, a 
volunteer task force 
that focuses on covert 
action and 
psychological warfare 
during the Vietnam 
War.” 

 

“When 
Iranian-American 
Kamran Smith learns 
that his big brother, 
Darius, has been 
labelled a terrorist, he 
sets out to piece 
together the codes 
and clues that will save 
his brother's life and 
his country from a 
deadly terrorist 
attack.” 

 

"The first book in a 
duology about an 
alternate version of 
1956 where the Axis 
powers won WWII, and 
hold an annual 
motorcycle race 
across their conjoined 
continents to 
commemorate their 
victory"--Provided by 
publisher.  

 

In San Diego in 1918, 
as deadly influenza 
and World War I take 
their toll, 
sixteen-year-old Mary 
Shelley Black watches 
desperate mourners 
flock to séances and 
spirit photographers 
for comfort and, 
despite her scientific 
leanings, must 
consider if ghosts are 
real when her first love, 
killed in battle, returns.  

 

After his father dies, a 
son finds a diary of a 
Japanese soldier 
stranded on a small 
Pacific island in World 
War II, but he's 
confused as to why his 
father was reading it.  

 
 


