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AlvaBn /am Lasswellfenlisted in'the Marine Corps
N Jgisiriri e ag€e of twenty, andiserved four:

ye cars: oarorr-' ‘r*csr,)i:in gracommission in 1929.
y‘a ‘serving| u\;rulu,)le lecations and billets,

'ﬁi’&&" Jding duty. el»“-—l gunnery c Jfﬂr’sr on the JSS

rizonaand as t Gc)mrfuncl icer of
Company B, 1st 3-1&: alion, 5 M ines, he was
statroned in JJ,)an c Jtud/ as a Japanese
lim,;.ﬂ:sLde jater went 9?;:0 Serve as an intelligence ofiic‘*- in‘the Philippines and China.

~ Afterthe attack on/Pearl Harborin 1941, Lasswell was assigned to the Fleet Radio Unit,
o¥-tailil Fleet (FRUPAC) ,lv)ne of the few experienced a,)a UESE Ilngmsts and cryptanalysts
*‘ﬁqp the Pacifi ng‘\ter, His om there would eventually change the course of World War:

In mid-1942, .us:swell e "gi ted an intercepted and decoded Japanese message that
revealed the Japanese Navy's intentions to attack Midway Island. After confirming the
location, Admiral C este V- Nimitz, Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet, used the
information to pTepare hls’oWn an bush based on the compromised Japanese plans, and
during the subsequent e_ngagement critically damaged the Japanese carrier fleet. The
victory at Midway was by many scholarly ac-counts the turning point of the war, and
helped set the stage for the subsequent island-hopping campaigns that eventually secured
victory in the Pacific Theater:

R

Lasswell’s Work at FRUPAC aISG‘yleIded other successes. In 1943, he decoded and
translated a message ti“tiat coﬁWd the flight itinerary for Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto,

then Commander-in-Chief df the Japanese Combined Fleet. Using this intelligence, Admiral
Nimitz had Yamamoto’s p%e intercepted and shot down by a flight of P-38s from the U.S.
Army Air Corps.on April 18. Likely in retaliation for the death of Yamamoto, the Japanese

After the war ended, Lasswell went o MarfEs; 1St i\/Jrrrir e‘g)lvision,
the Marine Barracks in Yokosuka . 0, anc ", 5, ASC , Jcpr)[ 10 lea, before
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CoIoneI ]ohn Boyd

A fighter pilot and military strategist,
Colonel John Boyd was a central driving
force benhind the evolution of'the United
States military into a more maneuver-
oriented warfighting erganization.

During his time in service from 1945-1975, Boyd developed a
number of valuable theories and proposals, including the Energy-
Maneuverability theory of aerial combat, the project proposal for the
Lightweight Fighter program, and a series of briefs and essays that
helped shape both the grand strategy for Operation Desert Storm
and the Marine Corps’ model of maneuver warfare.

His most profound idea, though, was the concept of a fundamental
decision-making cycle known as the OODA loop, a series of
Interactions with the surrounding environment in which a person
must Observe, Orient, Decide, and Act in a continuous cycle. Boyd
believed the key to victory in any warfighting or decision-making
situation was the ability to cycle through this loop of processes
faster than one’s opponent, as this ensures one is responding faster
and more effectively in a situation that is constantly changing.
Boyd’s OODA loop, and the doctrine and policies it helped inspire,
deeply influenced the development of the modern American military,
and continue to inform strategies for confronting a highly dynamic
and unpredictable national security environment in today’s world.



