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Joyzelle

Libretto by the composer Frederick Frahm
after a play by Maurice Maeterlinck (1903) ASCAP

translated by A. Teixeira de Mattos (1912)

SCENE I

An island shore. Joyzelle and Lancéor enter from opposite sides and meet.
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SCENE 11

[The next morning. A wild, neglected garden, full of high weeds and brambles. On the right, a very high
and gloomy wall, pierced by a railed gate. Joyzelle is seen in the garden alone. It is daylight.]
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SCENE III

[4 day later in a grove. Joyzelle lies sleeping on a grassy bank, before a box hedge, cut into arches,
in which lilies are flowering. It is night. A fountain ripples gently. The moon is shining.]
[Enter Merlin, wrapped in a long cloak.]
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He takes off his cloak and appears taller, and younger, dressed in clothes similar to Lancéor § He leans over and kisses her on the forehead.

10 and presenting a strange resemblance to him. He approaches Joyzelle.
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SCENE 1V

[4 room in the castle. At the back, to the right, is a large marble bed. The room also has several large mirrors.

Lancéor is standing before one of the mirrors. He appears emaciated, bent, aged, unrecognizable.)
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A door opens. Enter Joyzelle.

Surprised by the darkness, she stands a moment on the threshold.
Then, casting her eyes around the room, she finds Lancéor lying
on the floor and rushes to his side.
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Starting up, as though to go to him,

while still holding Lancéor in a close embrace.

Enter Merlin.

She falls sobbing on Lancéor s body.
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SCENE V

[Merlin is seen center stage, lost in thought.]
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