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For many years, Southport has 
celebrated America’s independ-
ence, and this year’s North 

Carolina Fourth of July Festival 
promises to be one of the biggest yet. 
As the nation prepares to mark the 
250th anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence, Southport and Oak 
Island will host more than a week of 
patriotic events, family activities, en-
tertainment, history programs, music, 
food and fireworks.

From June 26 through July 4, vis-
itors can enjoy longtime festival tra-
ditions alongside several new events 
created especially for the America 
250 celebration. Each year, tens of 
thousands of people visit the area to 
experience North Carolina’s official 
Fourth of July celebration.

Patriot’s Ball Returns
One of the festival’s most anticipat-

ed additions comes even before the 
official week begins. The historic 
Patriot’s Ball returns on Saturday, 
June 27, reviving a beloved festival 
tradition that was once a signature 
social event from the 1960s through 
the 1990s.

Held at the Southport Community 
Building, the reimagined fundraiser 
will feature live music, food, and an 
evening dedicated to celebrating pat-
riotism, community and the festival’s 
rich history.

Freedom Run and 
Firefighter Competition

Saturday, June 27 also features two 
longtime festival favorites.

The Freedom Run and Walk will 

once again 
send runners 
through histor-
ic downtown 
Southport. The 
event includes a 
One-Mile Fun 
Run for chil-
dren and fami-
lies followed by the popular Freedom 
5K. Patriotic costumes and red, white 
and blue attire are always encouraged.

Later that afternoon, the South-
port Fire Department hosts the 41st 
Annual Firefighter’s Freedom Com-
petition and Apparatus Expo on 
Nash Street. Firefighters from across 
the region will compete in events that 
showcase teamwork and firefighting 
skills while paying tribute to the 
profession’s history. Spectators can 

enjoy demon-
strations, 
apparatus dis-
plays, children's 
activities and 
some friendly 
competition 
among area 
departments.

Gospel music and 
Local History

Festival activities continue Sun-
day, June 28, with the annual "We 
the People" Gospel Fest in Frank-
lin Square Park. This year’s event 
features nationally known gospel 
recording artist Angela Primm along 
with local performers including The 
Lightkeepers, The Singing Kellys 
and the Southport Baptist Church 
Worship Team.

Also on June 28, the American 
Legion's new Everyday Heroes pro-
gram begins. The two-part presenta-
tion highlights the contributions 
of local veterans and the history of 
Bellamy-Joyner Post 213. A second 
session on June 30 will allow attend-
ees to hear veterans share stories 
about military service and communi-

ty involvement.

That evening, one of the festival’s 
sweetest traditions returns as volun-
teers create the World’s Largest Ice 
Cream Sundae. Originally intro-
duced during the nation’s Bicentenni-
al celebration in 1976, the event has 
become a favorite for generations of 
festivalgoers.

Beach Day and 
Colonial Dinner

Wednesday, July 1 brings a full day 
of activities to Oak Island during 
Beach Day 2026.

Beginning in the morning, families 
can enjoy volleyball, sandcastle con-
tests, horseshoes, cornhole, inflatable 
rides, food vendors and beach games 
at Middleton Park. The celebration 
continues into the evening with live 
music and concludes with a fireworks 
display launched from the Oak Island 
Pier.

Back in Southport that evening, 
festival visitors can step back in time 
during a new Colonial Food, History 
and Music Dinner. Historians and 
presenters will explore the foods, cus-
toms and music of colonial America 
while guests enjoy a specially prepared 
meal inspired by the era surrounding 
the nation’s founding.

N.C. Fourth of July Festival Celebrates America’s 250th Anniversary
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FFinallyinally......  
a kids’ thrift a kids’ thrift 

shop!shop!

Gently loved kids’ Gently loved kids’ 
clothing for lessclothing for less

5016 E.Oak Island Drive, Unit 4 5016 E.Oak Island Drive, Unit 4 •• 910.250.1115  910.250.1115 
Find us on Facebook!Find us on Facebook!

Celebrating a Sweet Milestone! Celebrating a Sweet Milestone! 10 YEARS 10 YEARS 
with owners Mitch & Sharon Ennis! with owners Mitch & Sharon Ennis! 

Thank you for your continued support!Thank you for your continued support!

Celebrating a Sweet Milestone! Celebrating a Sweet Milestone! 
10 YEARS 10 YEARS 

with owners Mitch & Sharon Ennis! with owners Mitch & Sharon Ennis! 
Thank you for your continued support!Thank you for your continued support!

VOTED BEST BAKERY 2026 PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD

808 North Howe St • Southport  • Monday - Saturday 6am -5pm
Look for our Menu on Facebook: Burney’s Bakery of Southport 

burneyssweetsandmore.com
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Happy July 4th and 250th Anni-
versary to the United States of 
America from all of us celebrat-

ing our country’s founding! We pray free-
dom and justice for all continues. May 
the values our country was built upon 
continue to reign. 

Several small businesses are celebrating 
anniversaries during this time as well. 
Let us know about any future anniver-
saries because we love to celebrate our 
businesses’ successes.

Who would have thought that the 
Brunswick Marketplace newspaper 
would be celebrating 20 years of promot-
ing and encouraging small businesses 
throughout Brunswick County with af-
fordable advertising? Well, we are proud 
of our lasting relationships within the 
communities and with the business own-
ers. We are also proud of the success we 
share together in making Brunswick 
County a discovery for all!

The Brunswick County Chamber of 
Commerce is celebrating 50 years of 
supporting small businesses, from 1976 
- 2026. Thank you for your service to 
Brunswick County.

Oak Island’s Fixins is celebrating four 
years of creative menu choices based 
upon North Carolina sourced food 
home grown and brought from farm to 
table for us to enjoy. They are offering 
specials like cinnamon sweet potato waf-
fles and a founders’ omelet to toast their 
anniversary. They’re also considering 
plans to open for dinner two days a week 
this summer. Keep an eye on fixinsoki.
com for information.

In Southport, Loco Joe’s Bar & Grill, 
known for food with creative Asian 
flair and wide array of clever cocktails, 
is celebrating their 5th year of food and 
fun with really interesting give-aways for 
their customers so they can share in the 
joy and celebrate with their customers.

Coastal Blue Gift Shop in Southport is 
one year old and locals and visitors alike 
have made this shop a favorite place to 
find a gift with pizazz. They personalize 
and customize your choices giving your 
gift a unique flair.

The Salty Olive near the police station 
in the Walmart Plaza recently celebrated 
their one-year birthday. Their olive oils 
and balsamic vinegars are the bomb, and 
their foodie finds are out of sight. Blue 
Moon Shop in Wilmington offers some 
of their finest fare. Stop in and try the 
Balsamic Shrub. It’s refreshing and the 
perfect mocktail. It just might become 
your new summer drink. 

During the summer months when you 
are walking around Southport you can 
discover business gems of all types that 

satisfy your shopping itch. 

Pick up the newest beach reads and 
maybe a specialty iced coffee at Needful 
Things and the Moody Bean located at 
114 E Nash St. near the post office in 
Southport. This hidden gem is a cozy 
spot to take a break from the summer 
rush.

Then visit Mirthos, a new shop opened 
in “the middle cottage” of the three sis-
ters’ historical cottages, at 618 N. Howe 
St. This is an eclectic shop owned by 
Hilary Meehan, well known from Lan-
tana’s, a sister shop further down Howe 
St. Mirthos is a must to be experienced! 
Browse to find one-of-a-kind discoveries. 
Enjoy artwork in oh so many forms, as 
well as wonderfully created greeting cards 
designed by Hilary for all occasions, even 
some you might not have thought about. 
Do not skip this store.

Southport Cookies has huge cookies 
that are gluten-free or vegan that are sim-
ply magical. Celebrate the 4th with some 
star-spangled cookies. They also deliver 
with Doordash!

Burney’s Bakery on Howe St. offers a 
nice assortment of red, white and blue 
holiday desserts. Why bake during the 
summer when Burney’s can do it for 
you? Of course, do not miss the stuffed 
croissants. They are addictive.

Southport Cheese Shoppe’s select 
cheeses, sandwiches, freshly baked 
breads and bagels as well as all things 
that accompany cheese can now be de-
livered right to your door through Door 
Dash. How convenient!

Looking for just the right amount of a 
spice that is fresh for a certain recipe or 
a specialized tea that soothes, excites or 
just delight? The Southport Spice Shop 
is your find. Stop in and sample the spe-
cial teas crafted to celebrate our 250th 
Anniversary made from Yaupon, red, 
white and blue cornflowers, and straw-
berries, peaches, and blueberries. 

Word has it that Celtic Creamery ice 
cream shop on Howe St. in Southport 
is truly based upon an Irish creamy ice 
cream recipe much to the delight of all 
who stop in to give it a try. Pure cream 
no additives... give it a try.

If you are setting up your seats for the 
NC 4th of July parade, for that day and 
that day, only get a “walkaround” break-
fast burrito from StrEatside Bistro, 
served up fresh to kick off your holiday 
festivities.

On Howe St. next to Jenny’s Paws and 
Claws, a knife shop is reported to be 
opening soon. No details yet. On the op-
posite side a new book shop and coffee 
shop is due to open soon called Tide and 
Table. 

Bella Cucina on Southport Supply Rd. 
has been hosting 4 course Italian wine 
pairing dinners with a Nonna or Non-
no featuring a family recipe from various 
parts of Italy. The events sell out in a 
flash. Stop in for some mighty fine lunch 
choices and check out the nightly black-
board chef specials.

Swain’s Seafood and Cut Restaurant 
8317 E Oak Island Dr. has refreshed 
its outdoor courtyard to accommodate 
alfresco dining, live music and a dog 
friendly option. Swain’s Stuffed Bakery 
next door to the restaurant is renowned 
for its tastefully (no pun intended) cre-
ative stuffed cakes and tangy key lime 
pie...all of which sell out fast so stop in 
early or order in advance so as not to be 
disappointed. The bakery is open Thurs-
day - Saturday from 10 am until 2 pm. 

Whole pies are stocked at Haag & Sons 
and Angie’s Produce.

The Fish Factory Restaurant on Long 
Beach Rd between Oak Island and 
Southport recently turned 1 year old. 
Yes, their air conditioning is fixed and 
yes, they are open from 11:30 am - 9 pm 
Tues. through Sat. If you are looking for 
a place for Lunch look no further. Daily 
chef specials and in house made crème 
brulee always please.

Speaking of pleasing, Mo’s Wood Fired 
Kitchen at 4956 Old Long beach Rd. 
opened a strictly takeout spot next door,  
Mo Pizza for pizzas and lunch sandwich 
specials. Owner Kevin Morrissey pre-
pares a Western NY favorite... beef on 
weck. Yes, juicy thin sliced beef on a 
fresh caraway seeded kimmelweck roll 
with au jus and horseradish or horserad-
ish sauce. It’s the real deal. Coming soon 
is a Chicago-style beef sub with Ditka’s 
giardiniera on it. Should be yummy. 

Looking for something fun to do when 
you need a change from the beaches? 
Take yourself and the young folk to the 
Pottery Playhouse at 6614 Beach Dr., 
Ocean Isle Beach, for something fun. 
Everything is there that you need and 
lots of help as well. It’s air conditioned 
and filled with joy. Paint your own pot-
tery. Choose pieces and personalize 
them. Paint and take it home with you. 
Make memories and take home some-
thing you made yourself. Check out the 
Facebook page or website pyopoib.com.

If you have a need for professionally 
vetted nanny service for your children, 
there is such a service available for you 
to take advantage of with peace of mind. 
Natalie Glendenning of Leland runs 
Southern Coast Nannies, 910-348-8832, 
info@southerncoastnannies.com. She 
works to facilitate and provide matches 
for your needs and your children’s. Visit 
southerncoastnannies.com.

Beach lovers are especially prone to skin 
needs. Serving all of Brunswick County 
and located in Leland, Impressions Aes-
thetics & Laser, 1107 New Pointe Blvd., 
is not a commercial spa or place to get in-
jections or shots with the quick fix prom-
ise of better looks. It is a source of pro-
fessionally administered medical grade 
services like IPL photofacials designed 
to treat sun damage, age spots, Rosacea, 
redness and uneven skin tone. and bro-
ken capillaries. Skin tightening is also a 
top choice by clients. Owner Lynn Hege, 
LE, CLT, CPT, has many years of experi-
ence working with doctors and extensive 
training in the most up to date and least 
invasive skin care and repair equipment. 
give her a call for a free consultation at 
910-899-2944.

A perfect choice for lunch or dinner in 
Leland is Pizzetta’s 2 Pizza and Pasta. 
located near Brunswick Forest, at 1144 
E Cutlar Xing, it is well known for really 
authentic Italian salads, pizzas and fresh-
ly created entrées are well worth a visit... 
in fact it just might become your favorite 
place to eat.

If you are in Leland with the kiddies feel 
free to stop into Bridgewater Wines and 
Dines 48 Waterford Business Center 
because they offer a children’s junior ex-
plorer menu. A Beaches of the World 
food and wine journey is scheduled for 
July 8 at 6 pm taking you and your taste 
buds from California to France to Spain 
and then to Australia. Sounds like fun. 
Check this out on Facebook.

CoNoMo 2633 Holden Beach Rd. in 
Supply, not only has an extensive menu 
of dishes executed by chef Gerald and 
chef House but is a source of outdoor 
fun on Sundays. The parking lot area 
becomes a venue for artisans, vendors, 
and crafters to show their stuff to the 
purchasing public. Shop and dine. Give 
it a go.

Island Bicycles has moved from Long 
Beach Rd. Southport to 5533 Rob Gan-
dy Blvd. offering the same well-known 
brands and service. Open from Tuesday 
through Sat. from 9 am - 5 pm. to serve 
you.

Summer heat often means dead batter-
ies and sometimes fender benders for lo-
cals and visitors alike. If you are an AAA 
member look no further than Wilson’s 
Speed on Fish Factory Rd. for your tow 
or repair. Wilson’s offers full professional 
automotive repair and diagnostics. Give 
them a call at 910-770-3556. They will be 
there for you.

We at Brunswick Marketplace wish 
you a fun filled summer. Enjoy! Be Safe!

Visit brunswickmarketplace.com   and on Faceboook @ Brunswick Marketplace News

By Joanne Hennessy Thompson

Happy 4th of July and Happy 250th Anniversary America!Happy 4th of July and Happy 250th Anniversary America!
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K9s Receive Body Armor

Nightly Flag Lowering Returns 
to Southport

Brunswick County Sheriff’s Of-
fice K9s Black, Jax, Pepper, and 
Ronin have received donation 

of body armor.

Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office, 
NC - K9s Black, Jax, Pepper, and Ronin 
have received bullet and stab protective 
vests thanks to a charitable donation 
from non-profit organization Vested In-
terest in K9s, Inc. The vests were spon-
sored by Sherri Widlund of Colorado 
Springs, CO and embroidered with the 
sentiment “In honor of Aunt Marge 
Wright”.

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., estab-
lished in 2009, is a 501(c)(3) charity 
whose mission is to provide bullet and 
stab protective vests and other assis-
tance to dogs of law enforcement and 
related agencies throughout the United 
States. This potentially lifesaving body 
armor for four-legged K9 officers is U.S. 
made, custom fitted, and National In-
stitute of Justice (NIJ) certified. Since its 
inception, Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. 
has provided over 6,397 vests valued 

at $6.9 million to K9s in all 50 states, 
made possible by both private and cor-
porate donations.

The program is open to U.S. dogs 
at least 20 months old and actively 
employed and certified with law en-
forcement or related agencies. K9s with 
expired vests are also eligible to partic-
ipate. There are an estimated 30,000 
law enforcement K9s throughout the 
United States.

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., accepts 
tax-deductible contributions in any 
amount, while a single donation of 
$1,050 will sponsor one vest. Each vest 
has a value of $1800.00, weighs an av-
erage of 4-5 lbs., and comes with a five-
year warranty. For more information or 
to learn about volunteer opportunities, 
please call (508) 824-6978. Vested Inter-
est in K9s, Inc. provides information, 
lists events, and accepts donations at 
www.vik9s.org, or you may mail your 
contribution to P.O. Box 9, East Taun-
ton, MA 02718.

910.348.8832 • info@southerncoastnannies.com • southerncoastnannies.com

ON‑CALL BABYSITTING 
Fully vetted • Background checked • CPR certified

TRUSTED COASTAL CHILDCARE

Serving 
New Hanover & 

Brunswick Counties

Nanny 
Placements 
Across NC

Date nights 
• • • 

Backup 
care

 Events 
• • • 

Vacation 
families

YOUR PANTRY FOR 
SPICES, HERBS, & TEAS

SOUTHPORT SOUTHPORT 
CELEBRATION CELEBRATION 

TEA TEA 
is on tap 

and tea-rific!  

Taste the Celebration!
Taste the Celebration!

Live the Vacation!Live the Vacation!

114 N.Howe St., Southport • 910.363.4422 • sptspices.com

A meaningful Southport tradition re-
turns to the waterfront. Every evening, 
at 7:30 p.m. (weather permitting) until 

Labor Day, the community will gather to hon-
or our nation with a patriotic flag-lowering 
ceremony at Waterfront Park. A different local 
organization will host, weekly making each cer-
emony uniquely special.

The ceremony features the playing of Taps, a 
formal folding of the flag, and a rotating group 
of civic organizations—creating a powerful and 
respectful tribute each night.
June 28-July 4...... Southport Police 8 Fire Dept
July 5-July 18....... Knights of Columbus
July 19-July 25..... American Legion Post 543
July 26-Aug 1....... American Legion Bellamy Joyner Post 213
Aug 2-Aug 8......... Cape Fear Yacht Club
Aug 9-Aug 15	 Cape Fear Blue Star Mothers/Shallotte	
	 Detachment of the Marine Corps League
Aug 16-Aug 22.... Lions Club
Aug 23-Aug 29.... Southport Woman's Club
Aug 30-Sept 5..... Southport Yacht Club
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UNCW Scholarship Winners for Holden Beach Turtle Patrol 
Marine Biology Fellowship

T he Holden Beach Turtle Patrol is proud to announce 
this year’s scholarship recipients for the Judith C. Bry‑
an HBTWP Fellowship in Marine Biology.   Judy Bry‑

an started the Holden Beach Turtle Watch Program out of 
her garage on Holden Beach in 1989.  Both fellowship win‑
ners are Marine Biology graduate students and researchers at 
UNCW, and they work directly with sea turtles.  They are 
both second time winners and will share the $5000 scholar‑
ship award again this year. They were both featured in the Fall 

2025 edition of UNCW 
Magazine.

• Jamie Clark con‑
ducts research to devel‑
op and validate tools 
for determining the age 
of living, deceased, and 
stranded Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtles. Her Ph.D. 
research calibrates emerg‑
ing aging techniques 
with skeletochronology, 
which estimates age by 
counting growth rings in 

humerus bones. This work aims to improve age‑estimation ef‑
ficiency and support calculations of age‑specific demographic 
parameters, including growth, maturity, and survival.

• Caroline VanDuzer is investigat‑
ing the diving physiology of juve‑
nile Kemp’s Ridley and Green 
Sea Turtles, focusing on how 
muscle tissue influences 
their ability to remain sub‑
merged and migrate long 
distances.  Her M.Sc. 
research could estab‑
lish a baseline that may 
be useful to compare 
the effects of warming 
oceans on sea turtle 
diving behavior in the 
future.

The Holden Beach Tur‑
tle Patrol is proud of the 
educational partnership with 
UNCW and strongly supports 
their marine biology program and 
students researching sea turtles and other 
marine life.  Their research will improve the un‑
derstanding of sea turtles and improve sea turtle conservation 
efforts.  To learn more about the Holden Beach Turtle Watch 
Program and Judy Bryan, go to our website www.hbturtle‑
watch.org/aboutus.php

8300 East Oak Island Drive  |  Oak Island, NC 28465  | 910-933-1009  |  Sun-Mon 7am-2pm •  Closed Tue  •  Wed-Sat 7am-2pm  |  fixinsoki.com
Full Catering Menu  |  Private Dining Room Available  |  Large Gluten Free Selection  |  Mimosas and Mocktails  |  Daily & Holiday Specials

A special series of select evening dates
EXPERIENCE FIXINS AFTER DARK 

SPECIALIZED PRIX-FIXE DINNER MENU
$65 per person + tax – 4 Courses

LIMITED SEATING | RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Visit fixinsoki.com for more information.
BIG FLAVOR. WARM HOSPITALITY. BIG FLAVOR. WARM HOSPITALITY. 

AND SO MUCH MORE AND SO MUCH MORE 
THAN JUST BREAKFASTTHAN JUST BREAKFAST

The Fixins Sunset Supper Club

10% OFF Any single breakfast Entree when you mention this ad.
Expires August 31, 2026
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July/August Events

For Up-to-Date Information on the Above Events and to Find More Fun Things to Do:
www.oakislandnc.com/ | www.oakislandnc.com/government/parks-recreation | www.townofshallotte.org 

www.hbtownhall.com | www.sunsetbeachnc.gov/ | www.ncbrunswick.com/events | www.southport-oakisland.com
www.townofleland.com/ | www.oibgov.com/ | www.southportnc.org/ | www.townofcalabash.net/ | www.cityofbsl.org/ 

Also check events on your facebook page

HOLDEN BEACH
Tuesdays through 
August 4
Tide Dye Tuesday
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Bridgeview Park 
Picnic Shelter
Participants must be in line by 
2 p.m. to participate because 
the process takes approxi-
mately 30 minutes to com-
plete.

LELAND
July 19
Summer Art Market
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Leland Cultural Arts Center
1212 Magnolia Village Way
Shop from local and regional 
vendors offering handcrafted 
items, artwork, gifts and more.

OAK ISLAND
Mondays through 
August 31
Oak Island Farmers 
& Artisans Market
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Middleton Park Complex
4410 E. Dolphin Drive
Enjoy fresh produce, home-
made jams, cakes and a va-
riety of handmade goods 
including jewelry, furniture, 
rugs, potholders and more.

July 1
Beach Day
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Middleton Park Complex
4610 E. Dolphin Drive
The annual Beach Day cele-
bration features a full day of 
family fun, contests, activities 
and entertainment.

July 1
Summer Concert Series: 

The Extraordinaires
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Middleton Park Complex 
Amphitheater
4610 E. Dolphin Drive

Fridays through 
August 28
Oak Island 
Summer Concert Series
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Middleton Park Complex 
Amphitheater
4610 E. Dolphin Drive
Bring a chair or blanket and 
enjoy free live music by the 
beach.

July 18
Splashpad After Hours
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Middleton Park Complex
4610 E. Dolphin Drive
Enjoy an evening at the 
splashpad with games and 
activities.

OCEAN ISLE BEACH
Wednesdays 
through August 19
Moonlight Movies
Dusk | Town Center Park
11 E. Second Street
Enjoy free family-friendly 
movie nights under the stars 
on a 16-foot screen at the am-
phitheater stage. Food trucks 
open at 5:30 p.m. Bring a chair 
or blanket. Smoking, vaping, 
alcohol, illegal drugs and glass 
containers are not permitted.

Fridays through 
August 28
Peggy Hughes 
Summer Concert Series
6:30 p.m. | Town Center 
Park
11 E. Second Street

Free concerts are held Fri-
day evenings throughout the 
summer. Chair setup begins 
at 4 p.m. No smoking, vaping, 
glass or pets are allowed in the 
park during concerts.

July 1 — Chocolate Chip & 
Company
July 10 — Rivermist
July 17 — Blackwater Band
July 24 — The Main Event
July 31 — Jam Biscuit
August 7 — Special Occasion 
Band
August 14 — The Embers fea-
turing Craig Woolard
August 21 — Uptown Easy
August 28 — Julio & the Sal-
tines

SHALLOTTE
Thursdays through 
September 10
Shallotte Summer Concert 
Series
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Mulberry Park
123 Mulberry Street
Bring a chair and enjoy free 
summer concerts at Mulberry 
Park.

July 2 — Chocolate Chip & 
Company
July 9 — Catalinas
July 16 — Fabulous Fish 
Heads
July 23 — Special Occasion 
Band
July 30 — Band of Oz
August 6 — Julio & The Sal-
tines
August 13 — JackJack 180
August 20 — Too Much Sylvia
August 27 — Jebb Mac Band

SOUTHPORT
June 28-July 4
North Carolina 
Fourth of July Festival
Downtown Southport 
and Oak Island
The 2026 festival celebrates 
250 years of American in-
dependence with parades, 
concerts, arts and crafts, food 
vendors, family activities, 
patriotic ceremonies and fire-
works.

Wednesdays 
through August 26
Southport Summer Market
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Waterfront Park
146 E. Bay Street
Local growers, bakers, artists 
and craftspeople offer a wide 
variety of goods. The market 
is held each Wednesday from 
May through August, exclud-
ing the week of the Fourth of 
July.

August 7
First Friday Gallery Walk
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Downtown Southport
Visit local galleries, meet fea-
tured artists and enjoy down-
town Southport.

SUNSET BEACH
Thursdays through 
September
Sunset Beach Summer Mar-
ket
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sunset Beach Waterfront 
Park
The market features live mu-
sic, fresh coffee, produce, local 
artists and vendors.
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JULIE POPICHAK
REALTOR®/BROKER IN CHARGE

CHARLENE COLE

LONDON SCIALDONE

JAYNE KIPKE 

MONICA ROANE

STEVE MARENS 

EMILY CAPELLI

AMY WARREN SUSAN WEAVER

OUR TEAM IS GROWING!

CEILIDH CREECH

A Taste of Summer
Courtesy of Chef Rick at Fixins 
on Oak Island we present what 
he describes as a "nice & simple 
summertime recipe that only re-
quires a little patience, and packs 
a lot of flavor." Enjoy!

P ickling has always been part of 
Southern kitchens — a way to 
preserve the harvest, reduce 

waste, and turn simple vegetables into 
something unforgettable. At Fixins, 
we keep that spirit alive with a fresh, 
scratch-made approach that fits right in 
with our comfort-food roots.

At Fixins, we believe some of the best 
things in the kitchen happen when you 

slow down just enough to let the flavors 
do their thing. Our signature Chick-
en Coop follows the same philosophy 
— giving the seasoning time to work 
deep into the meat for extra flavor, ten-
derness, and that crave-worthy South-
ern-style bite.

Whether it’s crisp cucumbers, spicy 
green beans, or juicy cherry tomatoes, 
this small-batch recipe's ingredients 
spend two full days soaking up garlic, 
herbs, vinegar, and spices before they 
hit the plate. The result? Bright, punchy 
flavors that wake-up burgers, corn on 
the cobb and other grilled sandwiches.

It’s not fancy. It’s not complicated. 
It's just good food made with care, pa-
tience, and a little brine-time magic.

A Good Summer for Art Lovers

T he gal-
l e r y ' s 
a n n u a l 

Fourth of July 
raffle is under-
way, featuring a 
wide variety of 
donated artwork 
from members 
of the Associat-
ed Artists of Southport. Prizes include 
paintings, pottery, photography, prints, 
note cards, glass art and more. Win-
ning tickets will be drawn at 5 p.m., and 
participants do not need to be present 
to claim a prize. Tickets are available for 
$1 each, six for $5, or 12 for $10.

The gallery will also host its Summer 
Regional Show from June 22 through 

July 18. Artists 
from across the 
region will com-
pete for $1,200 
in awards, which 
will be presented 
during a recep-
tion from 5 to 
7 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 10. The 

event is open to the public and refresh-
ments will be available.

Visitors can also browse the Members 
Show upstairs, with all artwork offered 
for sale. Franklin Square Gallery is lo-
cated at 130 E. West Street in South-
port and is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. Admission 
is free.

48-Hour Cherry 
Tomato Pickles

•	 Prick tomatoes once with a paring knife.
•	 Pack jars with herbs, garlic, 

and tomatoes.
•	 Heat vinegar, water, sugar, and salt 

until dissolved.
•	 Pour hot brine over tomatoes.
•	 Refrigerate 48 hours.

•	 2 pints cherry 
tomatoes

•	 1½ cups wine vinegar
•	 1½ cups water
•	 2 tbsp sugar
•	 1 tbsp kosher salt
•	 4 garlic cloves
•	 Fresh basil, 6 leaves
•	 Fresh thyme, 

small bundle
•	 1 tsp black 

peppercorns
•	 Pinch chili flakes
•	 2 Ball canning jars, 

or any other glass jar 
with a rubber seal 
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The Hidden Cost of 
Crime Prevention

When people think about 
public safety, they often 
think about deputies re-

sponding to emergencies, making ar-
rests, or investigating crimes. What 
many don't see are the countless crimes 
that never happen because residents 
take simple steps to protect themselves 
and their neighbors.

Every day, we receive reports of vehi-
cles entered over-
night, valuables sto-
len from unlocked 
cars, or firearms 
left unsecured. In 
many cases, these 
crimes could have 
been prevented 
with a few simple 
precautions. Lock-
ing your vehicle, 
removing valuables 
from plain sight, securing firearms, and 
ensuring your home is well-lit are some 
of the most effective crime prevention 
tools available.

Crime prevention is not solely the 
responsibility of law enforcement. It 
is a partnership between the Sheriff's 
Office and the community we serve. 
When residents report suspicious activ-
ity, keep an eye out for their neighbors, 
and take steps to secure their property, 
they become an important part of keep-
ing Brunswick County safe.

O n e 
phone call 
about sus-
picious ac-
tivity can 
prevent a 
theft. One 
porch light 
can deter a criminal from targeting a 
home. One locked car door can save a 
resident from becoming a victim.

The reality is that the 
most successful public 
safety efforts often go un-
noticed because nothing 
happens. 

There is no crime re-
port, no victim, and no 
emergency response. 
While those successes 
may not make headlines, 
they are among the most 
important victories we 

achieve together.

As Brunswick County continues 
to grow, I encourage every resident 
to remain vigilant, take basic security 
measures, and report suspicious activity 
when they see it. Working together, we 
can continue making Brunswick Coun-
ty one of the safest places to live, work, 
and raise a family.

Remember: preventing crime is al-
ways better than responding to it after 
the fact.

BOLIVIA 910-253-2777
NC 800-672-6379

FAX 910-253-27805

Office of the Sheriff
B R U N S W I C K  C O U N T Y,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A
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FRIDAY, JUNE 26
10AM - 4PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visi-
tors Center and Museum open.

10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.

12:30PM - 3:30PM: Old Brunswick Jail open. 
Corner of N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. 
Hosted by the Southport Historical Society.

4:30PM: Welcoming Reception, Southport 
Community Building, Organized/hosted by 
the Southport Woman’s Club. All are Wel-
come to Attend. Sponsored by the 
Southport Lions Club.

5:30PM: Welcoming Ceremony. Fort John-
ston Garrison Lawn. Sponsored by the 
Southport Lions Club.

5:45PM: Reenactment of the first 4th of July 
Celebration in Southport, presented by the 
NC Maritime Museum at Southport. Fort 
Johnston Garrison Lawn. Sponsored by the 
Southport Lions Club.

6PM: Brunswick Summer Winds Ensemble. 
Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn. Sponsored by 
the Southport Lions Club.

SATURDAY, JUNE 27
7:30AM - 10AM: Freedom Run 5K-1 Mile. 
Southport Waterfront. Sponsored by Novant 
Health. Entertainment by NOW CAT.
10AM - 4PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visi-
tors Center and Museum open.
10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.
10AM - 5PM: Summer Regional Art Show. 
Franklin Square Gallery. Hosted by The Asso-
ciated Artists of Southport.
12:30PM - 3:30PM: Old Brunswick Jail open. 
Corner of N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. 
Hosted by the Southport Historical Society.
3PM: 41st Annual Fire Fighters Freedom 
Competition & Apparatus Expo. Nash Street. 
Hosted by the Southport Fire Department.
3PM: Patriotic Concert - Celebrate America! 
1776-2026. Sea Notes Choral Society. Bruns-
wick Community College, Odell Williamson 
Auditorium.
5PM - 9PM: Patriot’s Ball, Southport Com-
munity Building. Ticketed Event. Sponsored 
by Duke Energy. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
1PM - 2:30PM: Brunswick Arts Council 
presents AARGH! A Pirate’s Life For Me! Melo-
drama & Vaudeville Fun at the Southport 
Community Building.
2PM - 4PM: The Bellamy Joyner Post 213 - 

Everyday Heroes, 530 W. Ninth Street.
3PM: Patriotic Concert - Celebrate America! 
1776-2026. Sea Notes Choral Society. Bruns-
wick Community College, Odell Williamson 
Auditorium. 
4PM: Gospel Fest. Franklin Square Park 
Stage, featuring Angela Primm.
6PM: World’s Largest Ice Cream Sundae. 
Franklin Square Park. Hosted by the South-
port Fire Department.

MONDAY, JUNE 29
10AM - 5PM: Celebrating Art in Southport 
– Patriotic Art Contest & Porch Activity 
at Artisans Gallery on Howe, 114 S. Howe 
Street. Hosted by Artisans Gallery on Howe. 
Presented by Southport Art Gallery Guild
10AM - 5PM: Celebrating Art in Southport – 
open House & Art Activity at Franklin Square 
Gallery, 130 E West Street. Hosted by Frank-
lin Square Gallery. Presented by Southport 
Art Gallery Guild.
10AM - 5PM: Celebrating Art in Southport – 
Refreshments & Kids’ Craft-Making Activity 
at Studio Artists of Southport, 715 N Howe 
Street. Hosted by Southport Studio Artists. 
Presented by Southport Art Gallery Guild.
10AM - 5PM: Celebrating Art in Southport 
– Patriotic Sidewalk Chalk Activity at Lanta-
na’s Gallery, 113 S Howe Street. Hosted by 
Lantana’s Gallery. Presented by Southport 
Art Gallery Guild.
10AM - 4PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visi-
tors Center and Museum open.
10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30
10AM - 4PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visi-
tors Center and Museum open.
10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.
5PM - 7PM: The Bellamy Joyner Post 213 - 
Everyday Heroes, 530 W. Ninth Street.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1
7AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Contest Reg-
istration at the Middleton Park Rec tent. 
Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recreation. 
Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio - 
Middleton Park Stage.
8AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Volleyball at 
the Middleton Park Complex. Hosted by Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation. Beach Day is 
sponsored by Cape Fear Radio.
8:30AM: Oak Island Beach Day – Sandcas-
tle Contest, 46th Street SE & Beach Drive 
Access. Hosted by Oak Island Recreation. 
Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio.

9AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Horseshoes at 
Middleton Park (Register at field by Soft-
ball Field). Hosted by Oak Island Parks and 
Recreation. Beach Day is sponsored by Cape 
Fear Radio.
9:30AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Stars, 
Stripes and Snouts Dog Costume Contest at 
Middleton Park Complex Stage. Hosted by 
Oak Island Parks and Recreation. Beach Day 
is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio.
10AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Cornhole at 
Middleton Park Complex. Hosted by Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation. Beach Day is 
sponsored by Cape Fear Radio.
10AM - 9PM: Cape Fear Radio MCing at 
Middleton Park.
10AM - 4PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visi-
tors Center and Museum open.
10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.
10AM - 5PM: Summer Regional Art Show. 
Franklin Square Gallery. Hosted by The Asso-
ciated Artists of Southport.
10:30AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Freedom 
Scoot Baby Crawling Race at Middleton Park 
Complex Stage. Hosted by Oak Island Parks 
and Recreation. Beach Day is sponsored by 
Cape Fear Radio.
11AM: Beach Day - Splash for the Stars Pre-K 
School Age Reusable Balloon Toss at Mid-
dleton Park Complex Stage. Hosted by Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation. Beach Day is 
sponsored by Cape Fear Radio.
11AM - 2PM: Beach Day - Inflatables at Mid-
dleton Park. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and 
Recreation. 
11AM - 2PM: Large Field Games. Hosted by 
Oak Island Parks and Recreation.
11:30AM: Red, White and Blue Bucket Relay 
(6th-12th grade & 18+ Divisions) at Middle-
ton Park Complex Stage. Hosted by Oak 
Island Recreation. Beach Day is sponsored 
by Cape Fear Radio.
12PM: Mic Drop for America Karaoke Con-
test. Registration Required. Hosted by Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation.
12:30PM - 3:30PM: Old Brunswick Jail open. 
Corner of N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. 
Hosted by the Southport Historical Society.
1PM: Liberty Looks Costume Contest at 
Middleton Park Complex Stage. Registration 
Required. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and 
Recreation.
5:15PM: Flag Unrolling and Red, White and 
Blue Streamers to the National Anthem. 
Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recreation.
5:30PM: Welcoming Ceremony, Oak Island. 
Middleton Park Complex. Sponsored by the 
Southport Lions Club.

2026 Calendar of Events
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5:30 - 7:30PM: Colonial Food & History Din-
ner Event, Southport Community Building. 
Ticketed event.
6PM: Beach Day Concert - Extraordinaires at 
Middleton Park Complex Stage. Hosted by 
the Town of Oak Island. Beach Day is spon-
sored by Cape Fear Radio.
9PM: Beach Day - Town of Oak Island Anni-
versary Fireworks. Oak Island Pier. Hosted by 
the Town of Oak Island.

THURSDAY, JULY 2
10AM - 2PM: Historic Chapel of the Cross. 
Guided tours. St. Phillips Church, Southport.
10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.
10AM - 11PM: Trolley available from South-
port Elementary, 701 W 9th Street. Spon-
sored by Intracoastal Realty Corporation/
Waterway Community.
10AM - 7PM: Arts & Crafts. Southport Wa-
terfront. Sponsored by Beach Road Furni-
ture.
10AM - 9PM: Merchandise Tent open. 
Southport Waterfront. 
11AM - 10PM: Food Concessions. South 
Howe Street.
12PM - 5PM: Summer Regional Art Show. 
Franklin Square Gallery. Hosted by The Asso-
ciated Artists of Southport.
12:30PM - 3:30PM: Old Brunswick Jail open. 
Corner of N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. 
Hosted by the Southport Historical Society.
2PM - 3PM: Flotilla - Red, White & Blue Free-
dom Flotilla. Southport Waterfront. Orga-
nized by Cape Fear Yacht Club.
2PM - 4:45PM: Cape Fear Radio. Southport 
Waterfront.
3PM: Up Your Arts Downtown Banner Show-
case.
5PM: A Salute to Veterans - Featuring Letters 
from Home, Southport Community Building. 
Organized by River Road Animal Hospital.  
4:45PM: Reading of the Declaration. South-
port Waterfront Stage.
5PM - 7PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment 
- Whiskey Ridge Outlaws. Southport Water-
front. Sponsored by The State Port Pilot.
7:30PM - 10PM: Waterfront Stage Entertain-
ment, The Conspiracy. Southport Water-
front. Sponsored by the The State Port Pilot.

FRIDAY, JULY 3
10AM - 2PM: Historic Chapel of the Cross. 
Guided Tours. St. Phillips Church, Southport.
10AM: Meet winners of the 2026 Miss NC 
4th of July Festival & Court. Fort Johnston 
Garrison Lawn.

10AM - 11PM: Trolley available from South-
port Elementary, 701 W 9th Street. Spon-
sored by Intracoastal Realty Corporation/
Waterway Community.
10AM - 7PM: Arts & Crafts. Southport Wa-
terfront. Sponsored by Beach Road Furni-
ture.
10AM–9PM: Festival Merchandise Tent 
open. Southport Waterfront.
10AM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport.
10AM - 5PM: Summer Regional Art Show. 
Franklin Square Gallery. Hosted by The Asso-
ciated Artists of Southport.
11AM - 4PM: Kid Zone... Children’s Enter-
tainment! Taylor Field Park. Inflatables, wa-
ter slides, live animals, crafts, entertainment, 
kid-centric vendors. Includes Humphrey 
Honey Bunny Farm Traveling Petting Zoo. 
Hosted & Organized by NC 4th July Com-
mittee, Brunswick Arts Council, Southport 
Rotary Club and community groups.
11AM - 10PM: Food Concessions. South 
Howe Street.
11AM - Noon: Wilmington Virtuosi Brass at 
Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn.
12PM - 1:45PM: Naturalization Ceremony 
at Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn. Keynote 
Speaker, Dr. Yousry Sayed, founder, presi-
dent and CEO of Quality Chemical Laborato-
ries, Inc. Organized & Sponsored by Down-
town Southport, Inc.
12:30PM - 3:30PM: Old Brunswick Jail open. 
Corner of N.Rhett & E. Nash Streets Hosted 
by Southport Historical Society.
12PM & 2PM: Clicks of Confidence and Trick 
Horses, Southport, Taylor Field Park
2PM: Meet winners of the 2026 Miss NC 4th 
of Festival & Court. Southport Waterfront 
Stage.
2:30PM: Flag Retirement Ceremony. South-
port Waterfront Stage. Organized by Richard 
H. Stewart Jr. American Legion Post 543 and 
Cape Fear Council of Boy Scouts.
2:30PM - 4:30PM: Cape Fear Radio. South-
port Waterfront.
4:30PM - 6:30PM: Waterfront Stage Enter-
tainment - Deep Creek Soul. Southport Wa-
terfront. Sponsored by The State Port Pilot.
7PM - 10PM: Waterfront Stage Entertain-
ment & Street Dance - Sleeping Booty spon-
sored by the The State Port Pilot.

SATURDAY, JULY 4
7AM - 10:30AM: Pancake Breakfast. Trinity 
Methodist Church, 209 E Nash Street. Hosted 
by Trinity United Methodist Church.
10AM - 2AM: Historic Chapel of the Cross. 
Guided Tours. St. Phillips Church, Southport.

10AM - 5PM: Summer Regional Art Show. 
Franklin Square Gallery. Hosted by The Asso-
ciated Artists of Southport.
9AM - 11PM: Trolley available from South-
port Elementary, 701 W 9th Street. Spon-
sored by Intracoastal Realty Corporation/
Waterway Community.
10AM - 9PM: Arts & Crafts. Southport Wa-
terfront. Sponsored by Beach Road Furni-
ture.
10AM - 9PM: Festival Merchandise Tent 
open. Southport Waterfront. 
11AM - 10PM: Food Concessions. South 
Howe Street.
10:15AM: Reading of the Declaration of 
Independence at the intersection of Moore 
and Howe Streets.
10:30AM: Flag Raising Ceremony. Intersec-
tion of Moore and Howe Streets. Organized 
by Brunswick Town Fort Anderson.
11AM: Festival Parade. Moore and Howe 
Streets. Sponsored by WECT TV6 and Dosher 
Memorial Hospital.
12PM - 5PM: NC Maritime Museum open at 
Southport. 
12:30PM - 3:30PM: Old Brunswick Jail open. 
Corner of N.Rhett & E. Nash Streets Hosted 
by Southport Historical Society.
2PM: All Veterans Jump. Lands in Waterfront 
Park at this time.
1PM - 3PM: Coast Guard Activities. Water-
front Park Pier. 
1PM - 3PM: First Responders Vehicle/
Helicopter Display. Southport Waterfront. 
Organized by the City of Southport Fire and 
Police Departments.
2PM - 3PM: Old Smithville Cemetery Tour 
with Musette Steck. 401 E. Moore Street.
2:30PM - 3PM: Miss NC 4th of July Scholar-
ship Pageant Talent Showcase. Main Stage, 
Waterfront Park.
3PM - 5PM: UPWA Live Pro Wrestling. Nash 
Street.
12PM - 4PM: Cape Fear Radio. Southport 
Waterfront.
4:30PM - 6:30PM: Waterfront Stage Enter-
tainment - Salty Dawgs. Southport Water-
front. Sponsored byThe State Port Pilot.
7PM - 10PM: Waterfront Stage Entertain-
ment - Irresistible Groove. Sponsored by the 
The State Port Pilot.
9PM: 4th of July Fireworks. Southport 
Waterfront. Sponsored by American Fish, 
Frying Pan and McPherson Marine. 
9:30PM - 10PM: Band Returns to Waterfront 
Stage. Southport Waterfront. Sponsored by 
The State Port Pilot.

2026 Calendar of Events
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(910) 201-2131 8017 E. Oak Island Drive
Oak Island. NC 28465

Visit our 
website

YOUR BACKYARD SHOULD 
FEEL LIKE A VACATION.

American-Made Hot Tubs & Swim Spas
Pool & Spa Maintenance • Chemicals & Parts

Why Island Spas & Pools?
✔Local Expertise: 15+ years serving 
Brunswick and New Hanover County
✔Top-quality brands: PDC Spas, 
Jacuzzi DreamMaker, Cal Spas

✔Competitive Pricing: With 
unmatched service and support
✔Full-Service Care: Maintenance plans, 
repairs, parts, chemicals, water testing

Visit our Showroom

Stop in and ask about our new products and specials!   
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5908 E Oak Island Drive • Oak Island, NC 28465 

(910) 250-1294 
www.tranquilharbournc.com

STEAKS • BURGERS • WINGS • SEAFOOD
FULL BAR • LOCAL NC BEERS ON TAP

VEGETARIAN & GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
DAILY SPECIALS • GIFT CERTIFICATES

Celebrate your
summer with us!

All Steaks & 1/2 Lb. Burgers 
are Certified Angus Beef (CAB). 

Welcome to Tranquil Harbour, serving fresh, 
local, prepared-to-order food and drinks 

with our Southern hospitality. 
“Where we’re not fancy… just our food is!”

P irates will once 
again take over 
Ocean Isle 

Beach this summer as 
the Museum of Coast-
al Carolina and the 
Town of Ocean Isle 
Beach present Pirate 
Week, a six-day celebra-
tion of coastal history, 
adventure and family 
fun scheduled for July 
5-10.

The annual event highlights North 
Carolina's colorful pirate past through 
a variety of interactive activities, educa-
tional programs and entertainment de-
signed for visitors of all ages.

North Carolina's coast played an im-
portant role during the Golden Age 
of Piracy, when notorious seafarers 
frequently traveled the waters off the 
state's shoreline. The region's shallow 
inlets, shifting sandbars and easy access 
to the Gulf Stream made it an ideal ref-
uge for pirates seeking safe harbors and 
unsuspecting targets.

Throughout the week, attendees will 
have opportunities to learn about that 
history while participating in hands-on 
activities and special presentations.

Among the featured events are swords-
manship demonstrations and beginner 
classes presented by Sword Circle, a his-
torical combat group based in Garner. 
Instructor Alex Foster, who has nearly 
20 years of experience in historical com-
bat, will teach participants ages 13 and 
older the fundamentals of medieval 
sword fighting techniques.

The popular Pirate Ghost Walk will 
also return, taking guests on an evening 
journey through Ocean Isle Beach's leg-
ends and lore. Participants will hear 
tales of famous pirates and local mys-
teries while exploring stories connected 
to Blackbeard, Stede Bonnet and other 
legendary figures. Because of its pop-
ularity, advance registration is recom-
mended.

Young visitors can enjoy Sea Shanties 
for Little Pirates, while adults and histo-
ry buffs may be interested in the Sand-
bar Lecture Series presentation, "Pirates 
of the Cape Fear." Author and historian 
Jack E. Fryar Jr. will discuss North Car-
olina's pirate history and the exploits of 

some of the era's most 
famous names, includ-
ing Blackbeard, Calico 
Jack Rackham, Anne 
Bonny, Mary Read 
and Stede Bonnet.

Town Center Park will 
host several free events 
during the week, in-
cluding pirate-themed 
crafts, games and a Pi-
rate Party in the Park. 
Families can also enjoy 

an outdoor showing of Disney's animat-
ed adventure film "Treasure Planet."

Organizers say Pirate Week continues 
to grow each year by combining history, 
education and entertainment in a way 
that helps visitors better understand the 
coastal region's unique heritage while 
creating lasting family memories.

For a complete schedule of events, reg-
istration information and program de-
tails, visit the Museum of Coastal Car-
olina or the Town of Ocean Isle Beach.
Sunday, July 5

•	Pirate Week Kickoff with the Sword Circle!
•	Demos – 12:30pm and 3pm
•	Sword Fighting Class – 1:30-2:30pm (REG-

ISTRATION AND ADDITIONAL FEE RE-
QUIRED)

Monday, July 6
•	Sword Circle
•	Demos 12:30pm and 3pm
•	Sword Fighting Class – 1:30-2:30pm (REG-

ISTRATION AND ADDITIONAL FEE RE-
QUIRED)

•	Pirate Ghost Walk – 7pm (REGISTRATION 
AND FEE REQUIRED)

Tuesday, July 7
•	Sea Shanties for Little Pirates – 11am-

12pm
•	Sandbar Lecture– 5:30pm
•	Pirates of the Cape Fear with Author and 

Historian Jack E. Fryar, Jr

Wednesday, July 8
•	 Join the Museum of Coastal Carolina and 

the Town of Ocean Isle Beach for two fam-
ily-friendly and free pirate week events at 
Town Center Park.

•	Pirate Party in the Park – 10:30-12pm
•	Crafts Before Pirate Movie in the Park – 

7pm

Thursday, July 9
•	Stede Bonnet, Black Sails Adventure – 

10am-4pm
•	Weapons Demos at 12pm and 3pm

Friday July, 10
•	 Jack Sparrow, Black Sails Adventure – 

10am-4pm
•	Weapons Demos at 12pm and 3pm
•	Captain Morrow – Tabling 10am-4pm

Pirate Week Returns to 
Ocean Isle Beach
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C ongratulations to the Brun-
swick County 911 Commu-
nications Center, C-Shift, 

for being awarded the NC NENA 
Communications Team of the Year 
this morning at the North Carolina 
Public Safety Communications Con-
ference in Wilmington.

This well-deserved recognition 
highlights their exceptional perfor-
mance during last year’s Southport 
mass shooting incident. In one of 
the most critical moments our com-
munity has faced, these telecommu-
nicators demonstrated profession-
alism, composure, and unwavering 

dedication, serving as the vital link 
between those in need and the re-
sponders rushing to help.

We are incredibly proud of C-Shift 
and the entire Communications 
Center for the work they do every 
day, often behind the scenes, to keep 
our community safe.

The BCSO Honor Guard was also 
honored to present the colors prior 
to the award ceremony, making this 
moment even more meaningful for 
our agency.

Congratulations on this outstand-
ing achievement, we are grateful for 
each of you.

911 Team Recognized

112 N Howe Street • Southport • (910) 368-1346 • Follow Us on Facebook

All Products 
are Vegan & 

Gluten-Free
(dairy and egg free)

Ask about Our 
Gift Certificates
& Cookie Platters!

We now 
We now 

deliver with

deliver with
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Discover Midtown Southport!

114 E Nash St. • Southport • (910) 524-3239

Stop in for a great summer read and grab a 
specialty drink… then head to the beach!

602 N Howe St., Southport 
(910) 454-0633

M-Th 12-6pm • F-Sat 11am -7pm • Sun 12-5

Featuring More Than 
20 Wines Under $20 

Curated Taste Beyond the Price Tag

Sign up in the 
Wine Club section at 

uncorkedbythesea.com

Tastings everyday, 
by the glass,by the bottle. 

Events on 
uncorkedbythesea.com

Fine Wine, Craft Beer & Exclusive Tastings 
in Southport, NC

Voted Best 
Wine Club 

2026!

OPENING EARLY JULY 4OPENING EARLY JULY 4th th 
to support the festivitiesto support the festivities

602 N Howe St, Ste C • Southport, NC 28461
(910) 294-0808 • locojosnc.com • Wed-Sat 11:30am-8pm

Gastropub | Asian Fusion Restaurant
Celebrate Summer With Us!

524 N. Howe St. • Unit B • Southport • 910.363.4113
Takeout place where east meets west!

Cafe and Catering
For groups small 
and large.

WALK AROUND BREAKFAST BURRITOSWALK AROUND BREAKFAST BURRITOSWALK AROUND BREAKFAST BURRITOSWALK AROUND BREAKFAST BURRITOS
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8317 E. Oak Island Drive, Oak Island • 910-448-5056 • 910-933-6300
Dinner Tue-Sat 4-8:00pm • Reservations Suggested • Walk-Ins Welcome

Dine-In & To-Go Menus On-line at swainseafoodshack.com

SEAFOOD AND CUT RESTAURANTSEAFOOD AND CUT RESTAURANT
Swain’sSwain’s

Enjoy Outdoor Dining 
Enjoy Outdoor Dining 

in Our Courtyard!in Our Courtyard!

SEAFOOD AND CUT RESTAURANTSEAFOOD AND CUT RESTAURANT
Swain’sSwain’s

Our desserts made 

in-house from  

family recipes!

FULL BAR WITH ALL ABC PERMITS

Swain’s

Now Open!

Enjoy Outdoor Dining 
Enjoy Outdoor Dining 

in Our Courtyard!in Our Courtyard!

T he countdown is on for one 
of the premier fishing events 
on the East Coast. The 48th 

Annual U.S. Open King Mackerel 
Tournament will take place October 
1–3, 2026, at Dutchman Creek Park in 
Brunswick County, and sponsorship 
opportunities are now available for 
businesses and organizations looking 
to gain exceptional exposure while 
supporting a longstanding coastal 
tradition.

Recognized as one of the largest 
king mackerel tournaments on the 
East Coast and a featured event on 
the Southern Kingfish Association 
(SKA) Tournament Trail, the U.S. 
Open King Mackerel Tournament 
regularly attracts more than 400 
boats from across the Southeast and 
awards over $300,000 in cash prizes.

The tournament is known for its 
guaranteed all-cash payout structure, 
which does not depend on participa-
tion numbers. Anglers compete for 
55 paid places in the primary catego-
ry, including a top prize of $25,000 

for the largest king mackerel. Ad-
ditional sponsor-contributed prize 
money and incentives continue to 
make the U.S. Open a 
must-fish event for se-
rious competitors.

Tournament 
sponsors re-
ceive valua-
ble visibili-
ty through 
event mar-
keting, sig-
nage, social 
media promo-
tion, printed 
materials, 
m e d i a 
coverage, 
and direct 
interaction 
with thousands of anglers, specta-
tors, and coastal visitors throughout 
tournament week.

“The U.S. Open King Mackerel 
Tournament has become more than 
a fishing tournament — it is an eco-

nomic driver and community tra-
dition that brings anglers, families, 
businesses, and visitors together 

from across the region,” said 
tournament organiz-

ers. “Our sponsors 
play a vital role in 

helping us con-
tinue to grow 
and maintain 
the quality 
and prestige 
of this event.”

B u s i n e s s e s 
interested in 

becoming a 
s p o n s o r 
are en-
couraged 
to contact 
the South-

port-Oak Island Area Chamber of 
Commerce for sponsorship opportu-
nities and benefits.

For additional information about 
sponsorships or the tournament, 
contact the Southport-Oak Island 

Area Chamber of Commerce at 
(910) 457-6964 or visit the tourna-
ment website www.usopenkmt.com

About the U.S. Open King 
Mackerel Tournament

Founded in 1979, the U.S. Open 
King Mackerel Tournament has 
earned a rep-
utation as one 
of the most 
r e s p e c t e d 
king mackerel 
fishing tour-
naments in 
the country. 
Held annu-
ally in Brun-
swick Coun-
ty, North 
Carolina, the 
event attracts 
anglers from 
multiple states and generates signif-
icant economic impact for the local 
community.

Sponsors Sought for the 48th Annual U.S. Open King Mackerel Tournament
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(910) 294-0911
4169 Long Beach Rd. SE

Southport, NC 28461
islandlife-realestate.com

You came for the beach… the sunsets… 
the slower pace of coastal life.
But somewhere along the way, you 
started wondering: What if you didn’t 
have to leave?
From oceanfront retreats to charming 
coastal cottages, the Brunswick Islands 
offer more than a getaway—they offer 
a lifestyle.
At Island Life Real Estate, we help visi-
tors turn vacation dreams into second 
homes—or permanent ones.
Give us a call today to live the life you 
vacationed for.

Hours   Mon 1pm-7pm  • Tues-Wed 12pm-7pm 
Thu-Fri 12pm-8pm • Sat 11am-8pm

Thanks for Voting us
BEST WINE SHOP
2026 People’s Choice Awards

Join our wine club - Join our wine club - the biggest in Brunswick county!the biggest in Brunswick county!  
Gift Cards Available Gift Cards Available  •  • Custom Gifts & BasketsCustom Gifts & Baskets  

Get  Your G&A Apparel & Swag!Get  Your G&A Apparel & Swag!

8521 East Oak Island Drive • Oak Island, NC
910.933.4384

TheGrapeAndAle.com

Free Beer Tastings every 
Thursday 5:30pm - 7:30pm 
Free Wine Tastings every 
Friday 5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Live Music every 
Saturday 2pm - 4pm

the grape & ale         grapeandale

Dosher to Host Drive-Through School 
Supply Donation Event August 6th

Needed supplies include the following:	Headphones or ear buds	Crayons
	Backpacks
	Colored Pencils
	Glue Sticks
	Dry Erase Markers	#2 Pencils (not mechanical) and erasers	Pencil pouch for binder or supply box	Two-inch 3 ring binders	Composition books wide ruled	 Spiral notebooks and dividers for 2-inch binders	Three-inch 3 ring binders	 Spiral notebooks & dividers for 3 - inch binders	Blue or black ink pens

Brunswick County

D osher Memorial Hospital’s 
annual “Operation School 
Supplies” school supply 

donation event is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 6th, between the 
hours of 9:00 am and 1:00 pm.

Local residents are invited to 
drop off new school supplies 
at the hospital front entrance, 
which will be donated for the 
benefit of students served 
by Communities In Schools 
of Brunswick County. 
Participants will be able to 
“drive through and drop off” 
donations without having to 
leave their cars.

This event will be held 
in conjunction with the 
Communities In Schools 
annual Stuff the Bus School 
Supply Drive which takes 
place each August, where 
collection boxes can be 
found at their thrift shops 
and local businesses. 
Dosher looks forward to 

hosting an alternative location for 
this event, with the convenience of 
a drive through arrangement. The 
school supplies collected enable 
every student to be prepared for the 
school year by having the tools they 
need to succeed.
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Freedom Flotilla 
Fills the Waterfront

On Thursday, July 2, decorated 
boats will once again fill the Cape 
Fear River and Intracoastal Water-
way during the Freedom Flotilla.

Organized by the Cape Fear Yacht 
Club, the popular parade on the wa-
ter features vessels of all sizes dressed 
in patriotic colors. Spectators can 
enjoy the colorful procession from 
the Southport waterfront as partici-
pating boats travel along the river in 
celebration of Independence Day.

Naturalization Ceremony 
Celebrates New Citizens

One of the festival’s most meaning-
ful traditions takes place Friday, July 
3, when the 27th Annual Naturali-
zation Ceremony welcomes some of 
America’s newest citizens.

The ceremony begins at noon on 
the Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn 
and will be preceded by a patriotic 
concert from the Wilmington Virtu-
osi Brass. The brass ensemble, made 

up of professional musicians from 
across southeastern North Carolina, 
will perform patriotic favorites before 
the ceremony.

This year’s keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Yousry Sayed, founder and CEO 
of Quality Chemical Laboratories in 
Wilmington.

Children’s Day and 
Family Entertainment

Families with young children will 
find plenty to do during Children’s 
Entertainment Day at Taylor Field.

The Kids Zone will feature inflat-
ables, water slides, crafts, games, 
live animals, a petting zoo, youth 
performances and other hands-on 
activities throughout the day. Trick 
horse performers from Clicks of 
Confidence will also present shows 
demonstrating remarkable feats of 
horsemanship and positive reinforce-
ment training.

Festivalgoers can also enjoy a spe-
cial appearance by the organization’s 
Guinness World Record-holding 
horse.

Patriotic Ceremonies 
and Traditions

Additional events on July 3 include 
the annual Flag Retirement Cere-
mony at Waterfront Park. Organized 
by American Legion Post 543 and 
Boy Scout Troop 238, the ceremony 
honors retired American flags while 
celebrating the symbols and traditions 
of the nation.

Throughout the festival, visitors can 
also enjoy live music, arts and crafts 
vendors, food concessions, community 
exhibits and entertainment through-
out downtown Southport.

Parade, Wrestling 
and Fireworks

The celebration reaches its peak on 
Saturday, July 4.

The annual Fourth of July Parade 
will once again wind through the 
streets of Southport, continuing a 
tradition whose roots stretch back 
centuries. Thousands of spectators 
will line the route to watch marching 
bands, floats, community groups, 
military units and special guests.

Later in the day, UPWA Live Pro 
Wrestling returns to Nash Street with 
the Brunswick County Brawl, offering 
family-friendly action and entertain-
ment.

The festival concludes with one of 
the region’s largest fireworks displays 
over the Southport waterfront. The 
show serves as a fitting finale to a week 
honoring America’s independence 
and celebrating the community spirit 
that has made Southport’s Fourth of 
July festivities a treasured tradition for 
generations.

For more information visit 
nc4thofjuly.com including a com-
plete festival schedule, or see our 
special pull-out section in this issue, 
pages 9A-12A.

(Continued from page 1A)

8903 E Oak Island Dr Ste 1, Oak Island, NC

(910) 278-3456
Monday -Saturday 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Thank You for Voting  
Us Best Hot Dog!

Hot Dogs • Burgers
BLT • Chicken Salad
House Baked Cookies

What’s More American
than a Bob’s Dog?!

4580 Long Beach Rd SE in Southport • CoastalFloatNC.com

Call to book
910-477-6003
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Waterfront Dining  |  Seafood  |  Pasta  |  Chops  |  Wine & Spirits
Catering  |  Party Platters  |  Gift Certificates

Italian Bistro
Joseph’sCirca 2003

5003 O’Quinn Blvd SE, Southport • JosephsItalianBistro.com • 910.454.4440 
South Harbor Village Marina Overlooking the Intracoastal Waterway

13-26

	Best ItalIan RestauRant

	Most RoMantIc RestauRant

	Best seRvIce & Best MeatBalls

	Best BIstRo

SPACE’SSPACE’SSPACE’SSPACE’S Let Us be Your Let Us be Your 
Best Moving Best Moving 
ExperienceExperience

BEST MOVING COMPANY 2026
LONG HAULS LONG HAULS • LOCAL MOVES • SPECIALTY MOVES• LOCAL MOVES • SPECIALTY MOVES  

910-253-6714910-253-6714
2992 Southport-Supply Road 2992 Southport-Supply Road •• Bolivia, NC 28422  Bolivia, NC 28422 

Like us on FacebookFacebook 
Leave a review onLeave a review on  GoogleGoogle  oror  YahooYahoo  

See our web pageSee our web page  PremiumMoving.comPremiumMoving.com
US DOT #3993068 - NCUC #3032 - MC #1498539US DOT #3993068 - NCUC #3032 - MC #1498539

Summer Glow Starts Here!
Advanced Aesthetic & Laser Treatments for Real Skin Concerns 

LOOK BETTER | FEEL CONFIDENT 
AGE BEAUTIFULLY

You don’t have to put your summer plans on hold or wait until 
fall to have healthy, beautiful skin. Don’t spend another sum-
mer covering up sun damage. Start correcting it! Yes, you can 
treat sun damage and age spots with IPL and other advanced 
treatments during the summer safely with proper post-care.

Treatment with long term results:
· Sun Damage, Age Spots, 

Pigmentation
· Fine Lines, Wrinkles, 

Skin Texture
· Lost Collagen and 

Elastin (skin tightening)
· Diminish Stretch Marks

· Reduce Redness, Broken 
Capillaries, Rosacea

· Improve Scars, Enlarged 
Pores, Skin Laxity

· Benign Lesion Removal
· Total Aging Skin Reset

IMPRESSIONS 
A E S T H E T I C S  &  L A S E R

1107 New Pointe Blvd., Suite B • Leland, NC 28451

910.899.2944
impressionsaestheticsandlaser.com

Schedule your complimentary consultation to see 
which option is right for you.

We have also have other advanced summer-safe 
treatments for many type corrections

Experience personalized 
care with over 2 decades 

laser and medical 
aesthetic experience

Specializing in 
Age-Management 

and Corrective Skin 
Treatments
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910-278-1147910-278-1147910-278-1147www.betterbeachrentals.comwww.betterbeachrentals.comwww.betterbeachrentals.com 8601 E Oak Island Drive8601 E Oak Island Drive8601 E Oak Island Drive

Friendly Customer Service

Optimized Revenue Strategies

Supburb Maintenance and Vendor teams

Why choose us?Why choose us?Why choose us?

GET STARTED TODAY:

ELEVATE YOUR VACATION RENTAL
Ready to experience a higher standard of vacation rentalReady to experience a higher standard of vacation rental

management? At Better Beach Rentals, expect tailored revenuemanagement? At Better Beach Rentals, expect tailored revenue

strategies, attentive service, and exceptional guest experiencesstrategies, attentive service, and exceptional guest experiences

that come together to enhance your vacation rental home.that come together to enhance your vacation rental home.    

Ready to experience a higher standard of vacation rental
management? At Better Beach Rentals, expect tailored revenue
strategies, attentive service, and exceptional guest experiences

that come together to enhance your vacation rental home.  

Exclusive offerings just for your guests
Voted Friendliest Business inVoted Friendliest Business in

Brunswick Marketplace 2026Brunswick Marketplace 2026

People’s Choice Awards!People’s Choice Awards!  

Voted Friendliest Business in
Brunswick Marketplace 2026

People’s Choice Awards! 
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8501 East Oak Island Drive | Oak Island, NC 28465
KathyRoss@PalmRealtyNC.com 

O: 910.477.3641  |  C: 910.279.2613

P A L M
R E A L T Y

www.PalmRealtyNC.com

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US PEOPLE’S CHOICE FOR 
BEST REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN 2024, 2025 & 2026!

8501 East Oak Island Drive | Oak Island, NC 28465
KathyRoss@PalmRealtyNC.com 

O: 910.477.3641  |  C: 910.279.2613

P A L M
R E A L T Y

www.PalmRealtyNC.com
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 4346 Long Beach Road SE, Southport NC 28461 
910-363-4129 | fishfactoryrestaurant2024@gmail.com

Tuesday-Saturday 11:30am-9:00pm

SEAFOOD & CHICKEN | SALADS | HANDHELDS
SMASH BURGERS | WRAPS | WINGS | FULL BAR

TAKE-OUT | DINE-IN | OUTDOOR SEATING

JOIN US 
FOR LUNCH

Katie makes travel effortless with
personalized service, firsthand expertise,

and thoughtful planning...

Luxury river and ocean cruises
planned personally for you

kbates@lovethemousetravel.com(203) 910-6149

Viking

Explore
the World
with

Katie Bates
Love Travel Collection

Brunswick County’s
Local Viking Expert

SCAN ME
for upcoming
events and cruise
information

T R AVE L  A DVI S O R

Explore 
the World
 with Viking
Luxury river and ocean cruises
planned personally for you
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Sastify Your Sweet Tooth! 
Chuck’s homemade ice cream • Taffy, truffles and chocolates 

Freshly made donuts and pastries daily • Freshly roasted beans
Iced, hot, and frozen drinks

(910) 250-17836102 East Oak Island Drive • Oak Island, NC (Next to Mermaid Cove)
www.theseasidemermaid.com • Hours: Open Daily 7am-6pm

GREAT CARE STARTS 
WITH LISTENING
Now Accepting Patients
MIGUEL PINEIRO, PA-C
Family Medicine
Fluent in English & Spanish

Dosher Medical-Long Beach Road | (910) 457-3996

Southport’s first
Cheese and Charcuterie Bar

Our mobile charcuterie 
cart is now available

to book for 
private parties!

SOUTHPORT CHEESE SHOPPE
417 N Howe Street • Southport, NC • 910-477-6387

Open Mon-Thu 9am-4pm • Fri-Sat 9am-5pm
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