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Celebrating Independence Day 
and the Great American Experiment

As we gather to celebrate Independence Day, American Legion Post
77 invites our members, families, and community to reflect on the
profound significance of this holiday. July 4th marks not only the birth
of our nation in 1776 but also the launch of what has been called the
Great American Experiment—a bold endeavor to create a society
founded on liberty, self-governance, and the pursuit of happiness. This
Independence Day, let us honor the sacrifices of our veterans, the
resilience of our communities, and the enduring principles that make
America a beacon of hope.

The Meaning of Independence Day
Independence Day commemorates the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence, a document that boldly proclaimed the 13 American
colonies’ break from British rule. Authored primarily by Thomas
Jefferson, it articulated a vision of government deriving its powers
from the consent of the governed, with inalienable rights to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. As we enjoy fireworks, parades, and
barbecues, let us remember the courage of the Founding Fathers and
the countless patriots who risked everything to secure our freedoms.
For veterans and their families, this day holds special meaning, as it
connects their service to the defense of those same ideals.



The Great American Experiment
The term “Great American Experiment” captures the revolutionary idea
that a nation could be built on democratic principles, individual rights,
and equality under the law. As Alexis de Tocqueville observed in his
1835 work Democracy in America, the United States was a unique
experiment in self-governance, testing whether a diverse people could
unite under a shared commitment to liberty. This experiment has not
been without challenges—civil war, social struggles, and economic
hardship have tested our resolve. Yet, through each trial, Americans
have worked to expand the promise of freedom, from abolition to
women’s suffrage to civil rights.

At Post 77, we see the Great American Experiment in action every
day. Our Veterans and Legion Family members embody the spirit of service, our 
community programs strengthen the bonds of fellowship, and our youth initia-
tives inspire the next generation to carry forward the torch of liberty.

Independence Day reminds us that this experiment is ongoing,
requiring each of us to contribute to a more perfect union.

A Call to Action
Every act of service, no matter how small, strengthens the fabric of
our democracy. Together, we can ensure that the ideals of 1776
continue to thrive for generations to come.

On behalf of American Legion Post 77, we wish you a safe and joyful
Independence Day. May we always hold fast to the principles of
liberty, justice, and unity that define the Great American Experiment.
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Firework Safety:              
Celebrate with Care
Fireworks are a dazzling part of celebrations, from Independence Day
to New Year’s Eve, but they come with risks that demand respect. In
2023, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission reported over
9,700 firework-related injuries treated in emergency rooms, with 8
deaths. Teens and young adults are particularly vulnerable,
accounting for a significant portion of injuries. By following safety
guidelines, you can ensure your festivities remain joyful and accidentfree.
Key Safety Tips
• Know the Law: Firework regulations vary by state and locality.
Check with your local fire department or municipal website to
confirm what’s legal. Illegal fireworks can lead to fines or serious
accidents.
• Buy Smart: Purchase fireworks from reputable, licensed
vendors. Look for products labeled with the manufacturer’s name
and instructions. Avoid homemade or altered fireworks, which
are unpredictable and dangerous.
• Set Up Safely: Use fireworks outdoors in a clear, open area
away from buildings, vehicles, and dry vegetation. Keep a bucket
of water or a hose nearby for emergencies. Never use fireworks
in glass or metal containers.
• Handle with Care: Light one firework at a time and never
attempt to relight a “dud.” Keep spectators at a safe distance—
sparklers, often considered harmless, burn at over 1,200°F and
cause nearly 1,000 injuries annually. Never point or throw
fireworks at people or animals.
• Supervise Kids: Children under 15 account for a third of
firework injuries. Never allow young children to handle fireworks,
including sparklers. Adults should closely supervise older kids
and model safe behavior.
• Clean Up Thoroughly: Soak used fireworks in water before
disposal to prevent fires. Clear debris promptly to avoid
accidental ignition.



What to Do in an Emergency
Dial 9-1-1

Protecting Pets
Fireworks can terrify pets, leading to stress or escape attempts. Keep
animals indoors in a quiet, secure space with familiar items. Ensure
they have identification tags or microchips in case they flee.

A Safer Alternative
Consider attending professional firework displays, which are managed
by trained pyrotechnicians and eliminate personal risk. Check local
event listings for public shows.

By prioritizing safety, you can enjoy the sparkle and excitement of
fireworks without the hazards. Let’s light up the sky responsibly!

Works Cited
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Annual Report. www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-
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CHRISTMAS 
IN 

JULY 
HELP Support Our Veterans with American Legion Post 77

As the summer sun shines bright, let’s spark some holiday spirit with a
Christmas in July celebration that gives back to those who’ve served
our nation! American Legion Post 77 is calling on our generous
community to support our Veterans at the VA Medical Center with
donations and in-kind contributions. This is the perfect time to share
warmth, gratitude, and holiday cheer with those who’ve sacrificed so
much for our freedom.

Why Give Now?
Our Veterans rely on the VA Medical Center for critical care and
support. Your contributions help provide essential items, comfort, and
a touch of holiday joy to those who need it most. From everyday
necessities to special treats, every donation makes a difference in the
lives of our heroes.



How You Can Help
American Legion Post 77 welcomes both monetary donations and inkind
contributions to brighten the days of Veterans at the VA Medical
Center. Here are some ideas to get you started:
• Monetary Donations: Funds go directly toward purchasing
needed supplies, supporting Veteran programs, and enhancing
care services. Every dollar counts!

 In-Kind Donations: Consider donating items like:
• Personal care items (toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, etc.)
• New clothing (socks, t-shirts, sweatshirts)
• Non-perishable snacks or individually wrapped treats
• Books, puzzles, or games for recreation
• Blankets or warm accessories for comfort
• Greeting Cards (Sympathy, Birthday, Congrats) 

Spread the Word!
This Christmas in July, let’s rally together to honor our Veterans.
Share this initiative with friends, family, and neighbors to amplify our
impact. Your generosity will bring smiles, comfort, and a reminder to
our Veterans that their service is never forgotten.

For more information or to coordinate your donation, contact American
Legion Post 77 at: info@legion77.org  or visit legion77.org. Let’s make this      
summer sparkle with kindness and gratitude for our Veterans!

Thank you for supporting American Legion Post 77 and our Veterans
at the VA Medical Center. Together, we can make this Christmas  in
July a month of giving and hope!

Drop off donations to            
Canteen77:   216 4th Ave W

Hendersonville, NC 28739



Summer Time 
Discover the Charm of Henderson County, North Carolina: 
Must-visit Destinations

Nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, Henderson County,
North Carolina, is a vibrant destination brimming with natural beauty,
cultural treasures, and family-friendly activities. Whether you’re a
history buff, an outdoor enthusiast, or a foodie seeking local flavors,
Henderson County offers something for everyone. Here’s a curated
guide to some of the top places to visit in this scenic region, perfect for
planning your next getaway.
1. Historic Downtown Hendersonville
Stroll through the pedestrian-friendly Historic Downtown
Hendersonville, the second-largest downtown in Western North
Carolina. With over 100 locally owned shops, galleries, and 25
restaurants, Main Street is a delightful blend of Southern charm and
modern vibrancy. Admire the serpentine sidewalks lined with planter
boxes, lush landscaping, and whimsical painted bear statues. Don’t
miss the 23rd Annual Tulip Extravaganza in spring, when 8,000–
10,000 tulips bloom along Main Street, creating a colorful spectacle.
The downtown is also part of the National Register of Historic Places,
offering a glimpse into the area’s rich heritage.
2. DuPont State Recreational Forest
For outdoor adventurers, DuPont State Recreational Forest is a mustvisit.
Spanning over 10,000 acres, this forest in Henderson and
Transylvania counties boasts 80 miles of trails for hiking, mountain
biking, and horseback riding. Explore iconic waterfalls like Hooker
Falls, Triple Falls, and High Falls, which gained fame as filming
locations for The Hunger Games. The forest’s Little River valley,
picnic-worthy mountaintops, and swimming spots like Hooker Falls
make it a year-round playground. A valid North Carolina fishing license
is required for fishing, and hunting is permitted only with special
permits.



3. Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site
Step into the world of Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Carl Sandburg at the
Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site in Flat Rock. This 267-acre
property preserves Sandburg’s modest home, filled with his extensive
book collection, and the dairy goat barn operated by his wife, Lilian.
Guided tours of the house offer insight into Sandburg’s life, while selfguided
barn tours let you meet descendant goats. Scenic hiking trails
wind through the property, making it a perfect blend of history and
nature. Visitors with mobility issues can request assistance for the
uphill walk from the parking area.
4. Apple Orchards and the NC Apple Festival
Henderson County, known as “Apple Alley,” is one of the top applegrowing
regions in the U.S. Visit family-friendly orchards like
Grandad’s Apples or Stepp’s Hillcrest Orchard for U-pick apples, cider
donuts, corn mazes, and hayrides. From August to November,
agritourism thrives with activities like apple cannons, pumpkin
patches, and sunflower fields. The North Carolina Apple Festival, held
annually over Labor Day weekend in downtown Hendersonville,
celebrates this heritage with food, crafts, and festivities. It’s a
quintessential fall experience that draws visitors from across the
region.
5. Flat Rock Playhouse
Experience world-class entertainment at the Flat Rock Playhouse, the
State Theatre of North Carolina. Located in the village of Flat Rock,
this professional, nonprofit theater presents an eight-month season of
Broadway musicals, comedies, and dramas. Since its founding in
1937, the playhouse has become a cultural cornerstone, known for its
talented actors and creative sets. Whether you’re catching a classic
show or a new production, it’s a perfect way to spend an evening in
Henderson County.
6. Mineral and Lapidary Museum of Henderson County
Geology enthusiasts will love the Mineral and Lapidary Museum of
Henderson County, a free attraction showcasing North Carolina
minerals, fossils, and geodes. Highlights include a life-size T-rex head
casting, fluorescent minerals that glow under black light, and a
Hendersonville meteorite. The museum’s gift shop offers geodes for
purchase, making it a fun stop for families and rock hounds alike. Its
downtown location makes it an easy addition to your itinerary.
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AMERICAN LEGION 
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DEPARTMENT OF
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ALA Dept President’s proj-
ect: raising funding to sup-
port towards training cost 
of service dog for Veteran. 
Total cost: $35,000 

Want to support? contact 
Legion Post 77 Family 
828.693.3922 

Daughters of Revolution: 

Celebrating Army’s 250th Bday! 



Greg Travels:

Spring 2025 SC State Park



Greg Bias: SC State Park 
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Contact Public Relations Committee: 


Post77PublicRelations@gmail.com 


General inquiry: 


info@legion77.org


Canteen Bar Manager: 


alfvbarmanager@gmail.com
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