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New Department President

The Degartment of ¥ American Legion

Aunciliary installed Beth Whitnker, of Post

77, as ke new Departmest Presidest

during ihe 2025 Depastment Convention

New Retaining Wall Built

Thank you to Miller Constraction, Blue
Ridlge Weldizg Services, and The Tamara
Peacock Company Anchitects for all of their
hard woek brolldieng this donated prepect.

The Henderson County Honor
Guard performed a double Veteran's
cerermorny in Hlack Mountakn al the
Veteran's Cemetery Jume 27th. They
weere joined by the NMurse Honor
Gunrd, and celebrated Past Honor

Guard Commander Glean
Richnrdson's last fanerl,

American Revolution

Martha and Beth Whitaker of the
Auxilinry Unit 77 as well ns the
Daughters of Lhe American
Revolution gather at the Post to
eeichrate the 250th anniversary of
the U5 Army June 14th.

SAL Detachment Commander
The American Legion Detachment of NC
installed Post 775 Brian White as Detachment
Commander, and Larmy Barrwell falso of Post
771 as Detachment Adjutant
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CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE DAY
AND THE GREAT AMERICAN EXPERIMENT

As we gather to celebrate Independence Day, American Legion Post
77 invites our members, families, and cornmunity to reflect on the
profound significance of this holiday. July 4th marks not only the birth
of our nation in 1776 but also the launch of what has been called the
Great American Experiment—a bold endeavor to create a society
founded on liberty, self-governance, and the pursuit of happiness. This
Independence Day, let us honor the sacrifices of our veterans, the
resilience of our communities, and the enduring principles that make
America a beacon of hope.

The Meaning of Independence Day

Independence Day commemorates the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence, a document that boldly proclaimed the 13 American
colonies’ break from British rule. Authored primarily by Thomas
Jefferson, it articulated a vision of government deriving its powers
from the consent of the governed, with inalienable rights to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. As we enjoy fireworks, parades, and
barbecues, let us remember the courage of the Founding Fathers and
the countless patriots who risked everything to secure our freedoms.
For veterans and their families, this day holds special meaning, as it
connects their service to the defense of those same ideals.



The Great American Experiment

The term “Great American Experiment” captures the revolutionary idea
that a nation could be built on democratic principles, individual rights,
and equality under the law. As Alexis de Tocqueville observed in his
1835 work Democracy in America, the United States was a unique
experiment in self-governance, testing whether a diverse people could
unite under a shared commitment to liberty. This experiment has not
been without challenges—civil war, social struggles, and economic
hardship have tested our resolve. Yet, through each trial, Americans
have worked to expand the promise of freedom, from abolition to
women’s suffrage to civil rights.

At Post 77, we see the Great American Experiment in action every

day. Our Veterans and Legion Family members embody the spirit of service, our
community programs strengthen the bonds of fellowship, and our youth initia-
tives inspire the next generation to carry forward the torch of liberty.

Independence Day reminds us that this experiment is ongoing,
requiring each of us to contribute to a more perfect union.

A Call to Action

Every act of service, no matter how small, strengthens the fabric of
our democracy. Together, we can ensure that the ideals of 1776
continue to thrive for generations to come.

On behalf of American Legion Post 77, we wish you a safe and joyful
Independence Day. May we always hold fast to the principles of
liberty, justice, and unity that define the Great American Experiment.

Works Cited

« Jefferson, Thomas. The Declaration of Independence. 1776,

National Archives, www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declarationtranscript.
« Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America. 1835, translated

by Henry Reeve, Project Gutenberg, www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/

815.

» Wood, Gordon S. The Radicalism of the American Revolution.

Vintage Books, 1993.



FIREWORK SAFETY.
CELEBRATE WITH CARE

Fireworks are a dazzling part of celebrations, from Independence Day
to New Year’s Eve, but they come with risks that demand respect. In
2023, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission reported over
9,700 firework-related injuries treated in emergency rooms, with 8
deaths. Teens and young adults are particularly vulnerable,
accounting for a significant portion of injuries. By following safety
guidelines, you can ensure your festivities remain joyful and accidentfree.
Key Safety Tips

* Know the Law: Firework regulations vary by state and locality.
Check with your local fire department or municipal website to
confirm what’s legal. Illegal fireworks can lead to fines or serious
accidents.

* Buy Smart: Purchase fireworks from reputable, licensed
vendors. Look for products labeled with the manufacturer’s name
and instructions. Avoid homemade or altered fireworks, which

are unpredictable and dangerous.

* Set Up Safely: Use fireworks outdoors in a clear, open area

away from buildings, vehicles, and dry vegetation. Keep a bucket

of water or a hose nearby for emergencies. Never use fireworks

in glass or metal containers.

« Handle with Care: Light one firework at a time and never
attempt to relight a “dud.” Keep spectators at a safe distance—
sparklers, often considered harmless, burn at over 1,200°F and
cause nearly 1,000 injuries annually. Never point or throw
fireworks at people or animals.

e Supervise Kids: Children under 15 account for a third of
firework injuries. Never allow young children to handle fireworks,
including sparklers. Adults should closely supervise older kids

and model safe behavior.

* Clean Up Thoroughly: Soak used fireworks in water before
disposal to prevent fires. Clear debris promptly to avoid

accidental ignition.



What to Do in an Emergency
Dial 9-1-1

Protecting Pets

Fireworks can terrify pets, leading to stress or escape attempts. Keep
animals indoors in a quiet, secure space with familiar items. Ensure
they have identification tags or microchips in case they flee.

A Safer Alternative

Consider attending professional firework displays, which are managed
by trained pyrotechnicians and eliminate personal risk. Check local
event listings for public shows.

By prioritizing safety, you can enjoy the sparkle and excitement of
fireworks without the hazards. Let’s light up the sky responsibly!

Works Cited

* U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 2023 Fireworks
Annual Report. www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-
Education-Centers/Fireworks.

» National Fire Protection Association. Fireworks Safety Tips.
www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonalfire-
causes/Fireworks.

* American Academy of Pediatrics. Fireworks Safety Tips for
Families. www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/
news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/Fireworks-Safety-Tips-for-
Families.aspx.
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HELP SUPPORT OUR VETERANS WITH AMERICAN LEGION POST 77

A.s the summer sun shines bright, let’s spark some holiday spirit with a
Christmas in July celebration that gives back to those who’ve served
our nation! American Legion Post 77 is calling on our generous
community to support our Veterans at the VA Medical Center with
donations and in-kind contributions. This is the perfect time to share
warmth, gratitude, and holiday cheer with those who’ve sacrificed so
much for our freedom.

Why Give Now?

Our Veterans rely on the VA Medical Center for critical care and
support. Your contributions help provide essential items, comfort, and
a touch of holiday joy to those who need it most. From everyday
necessities to special treats, every donation makes a difference in the
lives of our heroes.



HOW YOU CAN HELP
American Legion Post 77 welcomes both monetary donations and inkind

contributions to brighten the days of Veterans at the VA Medical
Center. Here are some ideas to get you started:

* Monetary Donations: Funds go directly toward purchasing
needed supplies, supporting Veteran programs, and enhancing
care services. Every dollar counts!

In-Kind Donations: Consider donating items like:

* Personal care items (toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, etc.)
* New clothing (socks, t-shirts, sweatshirts)

* Non-perishable snacks or individually wrapped treats

* Books, puzzles, or games for recreation

* Blankets or warm accessories for comfort

* Greeting Cards (Sympathy, Birthday, Congrats)

Spread the Word!

This Christmas in July, let’s rally together to honor our Veterans.
Share this initiative with friends, family, and neighbors to amplify our
impact. Your generosity will bring smiles, comfort, and a reminder to
our Veterans that their service is never forgotten.

For more information or to coordinate your donation, contact American
Legion Post 77 at: info@legion7?7.org or visit legion77.org. Let’s make this
summer sparkle with kindness and gratitude for our Veterans!

Thank you for supporting American Legion Post 77 and our Veterans
at the VA Medical Center. Together, we can make this Christmas in

July a month of giving and hope!

Drop oft donations to
Canteen?7: o NC 875




Summer Time

Discover the Charm of Henderson County, North Carolina:
Must-visit Destinations

Nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, Henderson County,
North Carolina, is a vibrant destination brimming with natural beauty,
cultural treasures, and family-friendly activities. Whether you're a
history buff, an outdoor enthusiast, or a foodie seeking local flavors,
Henderson County offers something for everyone. Here’s a curated
guide to some of the top places to visit in this scenic region, perfect for
planning your next getaway.

1. Historic Downtown Hendersonville

Stroll through the pedestrian-friendly Historic Downtown
Hendersonville, the second-largest downtown in Western North
Carolina. With over 100 locally owned shops, galleries, and 25
restaurants, Main Street is a delightful blend of Southern charm and
modern vibrancy. Admire the serpentine sidewalks lined with planter
boxes, lush landscaping, and whimsical painted bear statues. Don’t
miss the 83rd Annual Tulip Extravaganza in spring, when 8,000-
10,000 tulips bloom along Main Street, creating a colorful spectacle.
The downtown is also part of the National Register of Historic Places,
offering a glimpse into the area’s rich heritage.

2. DuPont State Recreational Forest

For outdoor adventurers, DuPont State Recreational Forest is a mustvisit.
Spanning over 10,000 acres, this forest in Henderson and
Transylvania counties boasts 80 miles of trails for hiking, mountain
biking, and horseback riding. Explore iconic waterfalls like Hooker
Falls, Triple Falls, and High Falls, which gained fame as filming
locations for The Hunger Games. The forest’s Little River valley,
picnic-worthy mountaintops, and swimming spots like Hooker Falls
make it a year-round playground. A valid North Carolina fishing license
is required for fishing, and hunting is permitted only with special
permits.



3. CARL SANDBURG HOME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Step into the world of Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Carl Sandburg at the
Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site in Flat Rock. This 267-acre
property preserves Sandburg’s modest home, filled with his extensive
book collection, and the dairy goat barn operated by his wife, Lilian.
Guided tours of the house offer insight into Sandburg’s life, while selfguided
barn tours let you meet descendant goats. Scenic hiking trails

wind through the property, making it a perfect blend of history and
nature. Visitors with mobility issues can request assistance for the
uphill walk from the parking area.

4. Apple Orchards and the NC Apple Festival

Henderson County, known as “Apple Alley,” is one of the top applegrowing
regions in the U.S. Visit family-friendly orchards like

Grandad’s Apples or Stepp’s Hillecrest Orchard for U-pick apples, cider
donuts, corn mazes, and hayrides. From August to November,
agritourism thrives with activities like apple cannons, pumpkin
patches, and sunflower fields. The North Carolina Apple Festival, held
annually over Labor Day weekend in downtown Hendersonville,
celebrates this heritage with food, crafts, and festivities. It’s a
quintessential fall experience that draws visitors from across the
region.

5. Flat Rock Playhouse

Experience world-class entertainment at the Flat Rock Playhouse, the
State Theatre of North Carolina. Located in the village of Flat Rock,
this professional, nonprofit theater presents an eight-month season of
Broadway musicals, comedies, and dramas. Since its founding in

1937, the playhouse has become a cultural cornerstone, known for its
talented actors and creative sets. Whether you’'re catching a classic
show or a new production, it’s a perfect way to spend an evening in
Henderson County.

6. Mineral and Lapidary Museum of Henderson County

Geology enthusiasts will love the Mineral and Lapidary Museum of
Henderson County, a free attraction showcasing North Carolina
minerals, fossils, and geodes. Highlights include a life-size T-rex head
casting, fluorescent minerals that glow under black light, and a
Hendersonville meteorite. The museumn’s gift shop offers geodes for
purchase, making it a fun stop for families and rock hounds alike. Its
downtown location makes it an easy addition to your itinerary.
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HONOR GUARD

AMERICAN LEGION POST 77

Dual burial ceremony provided by Post
77 Honor Guard




ABOUT THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Amarican Leglon Riders chapters are wel known for thedr charitable work, which has raised hundreds of thowsands of dollars for local children’s hospitals, schools,
welerans homaes, severely wounded servicemembars and scholarships. Since 2008, Riders natienwide have participated in The American Legion Legacy Run o annually
ralse money for tha Lagacy Scholarship Fund, sxtablished ta provide scholarships to chiddren of LS. milltary parsonnel killed sinze Sapt. 11, 2001

History

In Geechion ﬁl.‘]r, Mich,, i 1993 Chveck *Tramg® Dare ang Bill “Polka® Kalodas, commandes of American I.m.'pnn Post Eﬂﬁ. sharpd an idea to Ltan .arnnl:r:r.lrnlu prthusksts
aszocufion wilhun the organazabion. The two longlime niders wanled an environmen! wherne Legion lamiy members could come together to share & commaon love lor
motoreycles.

Dare and Kobodas wrote a letter to Michigan Department Adjutant Hubert Hess, shanng their kdes. Hess ropSed that he liked the concept and wanted o pursus it. Later,
hi gave Kaledas and Dare instructions for managing the program at the post level. He aiso explained how they could be spproved to use the American Legion emblem,

and how to gain Membership's support and recognition. At a regular meseting, Fost 326 members passed a resclution for a new program to be known as the "American
Leglen Riders ™

Joined by 1 other founding memburs from their pest, Dare and Keledos were Nlvoded with requests Tor information sboul ther organization. They sgreed to establish a
central source lor ina Riders ta ensura that chaptors formed not &8 motereyels chuba or gangs, but as Legicnnaes and Auxillery snd SAL membars joining 1o ride as
Legion famiby,

Legion Riders today

Currgntly, over 110,000 American Leglon Riders meet in over 2,000 chapters in every domestic department and in at least three forelgn countries. Riders in lowa have
fermad an henor guard calied The Five Star Fresdom Riders, and Riders in Mubanae, Kan., founded the Patrict Guard to protect the sanctity of miitary furarais from
protasters, Ridert in all states have stcorsd military units retuming Roma from combat tours Sversaas, conductad maskive croti-country fundraiting events for
wounded warriors from all services, and have ralsed millions of dodlars for countless local, state and national charhties. Many Riders, supporned by their departments,
conduct annual statewdde Legacy Runs in direct suppont of American Lagion scholarship progras of Operation Comfort Warrlors [0CW], supporting cur wounded
sorvicemambers across the nation,

Trua 1o tha Lagion's grassroots radtion, each chapler manadges 15 programs ot the post leved, whans the bedt ideas are bom, The Riders are part of many propecte and
evenis, Inr_'h.u:ling'

= Annual regional rides such as Cperation Wounded Warrior, sponsored by Riders in Mevada, Texas, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, California and other Waestern states.
*  Local charity events in support of The American Legion and local communities,

=  Rsdsing money for VA hospitals, women and children centers, chilgren and youth centers, schools and other facilitles.

*  Sponsering or participating in motercycle runs te benefit numenous charities,

& Local memorial ceremonies and community parsdes,

&= The Amarican Lagion Legacy Run, an annual cross-country fundraising ride from National Headguarters in Indlanapelis to the national convention city,

*  Riding to honor féllen military men end women, and i protect the sanctity of thelr funerals from those who would gishonof Uhelr memary.

" Epcorting miary units 1o departurs airfields and airparts for combat tours oversaas, and wielcoming tham Rome upon thair return.

Sourced from legion.org

"amarican Logion Riders as a National Program”

RESOLUTION b, APPROVED BY THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERCAN LEGION DN MAY &0, 2001

AN Amsrican Legion Rider LALR) groups must be s program supeonied by @ post or depeniment of The Amsesican Lgion and shall uphodd the declared principhes of The
Amsricen Legion snd condorm 1o snd sbide by the regulations and decisions of the deparment, post, or other duly constiubed department gowerning body.

Thie todpwing [aideines arm wled for The ALR program of The American Legion

Al rrsemibars of The Amseican Lagion Mosrs shsll be curmem mamibers of The Amaricen Leghon, Americen Leglon Auxiliery, of Sens of The Amerlcan Legien
Esch ALR mambssr ehall eazablies 300 maintsm momtsehip by owning, indheoually OF thiough maniags, & momorcychs Boenssd snd Insuned 5% requisd by 1160 1w

ALR programe may alow for continued membarthip for Bhots membert wha huve glven up Malorcpcls owesrihip Becsuse of sge, [ERess, Injury, of S1fer Matsnt
outside The memdber's conbmk

Al ALR st a. whall kv |o mardain (f imagn nf The Anesican Lsgian, atwagps upshobding The Ametican §igion nnme and smildem, which ymiboe he
Inlagity and princhiles of this greal organi cation

AN ALR groura shall pveld the perceplion of baing a "matorcycia club” (MC] or bilor chep.”
Thi snly recogruren Amencan Legion Riger ings in than which i cogyngiten and soid \hrough The Amarican Lepon Kational Emisiem saes
A Mambars will obay fha maboroychs (mws of thal wate

M s f rockers with tha ALR pateh beosase touching iR emblom violates trademari kows of tha ALR logo. Rociers Touching the ol adpge of the patch i3
accepuable

. SRoNSoring of gandzatian (posl and department] will feview EaBESLY iINAUMANCE SoVETagE 1o andure 1T sdecuals coverage il Svailable 10 SoveT Bh organiZation 1o
chids covmarage Lo By specilic spesial inSing aveils.

American Legksn Rider groups shall sbide by The American Leglon Constitiution and By-laws at each level and ihe extablizhed post and department dimctives, standing
hulkes, &tE

Tha Amaorican Legion MaBonal Headgquariers snd (be respectee dupartimont gad post shell mainiain gengral owvee sighl of the LA Program regandimg the prapor use of
i reaing and emblem of Tha Americdn Legion, The American Legasn Riders, and The Americen Legios Legacy Bian, #hd compliandd with the Matlanal Consibiton and
By-Liwrs of The Amserican Legean




FOR RIDER AND MEDICAL (EMT)

Marme
Aabidress
i City State ZIE
i Coll Phone
| BLOOD TYPE |
American Legion Riders In Case of Emergency Please Notify [please list two)
WWW. Ebn.ﬂrmridnm i
: Pramary Contact
Paddress
City Staty Pl
Phone
Cell Phone
Dater of Birth Gender, i Secondary Contact
Dt this medical form was completed Address
Companies Polcy # Phong
Mexdicara # City Staty 2P
Physicians Phone Phone
In Case of Emergency Please Notify
Primary Contact Keap this card with you at all times.
Address i
City State Faly I
Phone H
Keep this card with you at all times,
1 EE———————
FOR RIDER AND MEDICAL (EM
Pleasa mcheata any information you leel we should know tnummm-wmumm‘ 5 m
_ _ {Irschucing cveer te coonder and hertul products)
Medical Conditions: DrugName | StrengihyDosage | How Often | Reason/Condition
, the
Legion Post 77 e
Riders meets
-4th Thursday
each month —
-Tpm
Madications:
| it s Bollowing medical condiions)allerngies.
Medical Conddliors. | Alkegines Reactiom lo Alergies
Additional Informeation [Penicilin, Sifa, etc.)
Are you a first responder? If yes, PhII-IIP.CIij‘D
Keep this card with you at all times.,

Keep this eard with you at all times.
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Operation Cormfort Warriors
represents the Legion's expression
of gratitude to those who
sactificed to protect our freedoms.

LEGION
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HOW RECIPIENTS BENEFIT

Today, woundad wartors need a variety of
[tems ta help 0 thelr recavery. Some patients
recuire lnosafitting sweatsults to cover thelr
heallng wounds without adding pressure to
buims sustaingd In combal, Others use fitness
ecuipmen to rebuild strength in thedr muscles.
Still others enjoy the camaraderie and fresh alr
that come from a fishing trip, thanks lo danated
geal

Some gifis have Included sports equip-
ment for the adaptive therapy program at
Fort Jackson, gift cards to patients at Wailter
Reed Matlonal Military Medical Center, and
fishing and kayak gear at Fort Brum.

The success of the program relles entirely on
donations, which are wsed o purchase items
far LS. servicemembers,

Te make a donation, go to legion.org/oow. I_

e

Checks may be mailed to:

Operation Comfort Warriors
The American Legion

5745 Lee Road

Indianapolis, IN 46216.




s thie wars in Iracq and Afghanistan have drawn to
A clase, many sendcemembers left the battiefield
enly te be foced with a niew fight: a strugghe o
oyercome the mental and physical wounds suf-
fered during deployment. Those with traumatic
beain injury (TEI] or post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSDY returned home in unprecedented num-
beers. In fact, the Army has estimated that up to 20
percent of the men and women who served in
Afghanistan or Irag have suffered a TBI

Even when not at war, those in the military stil
Ince inherent dangers during training exercisex

and while performing otfver hazardous duties

‘Whilbex the care at military hospitals and war-
rior ransition units is extraordinary, The Amer-
lean Legion's Operation Comfort Warriors
[OCW) program was created to provide “nen-
ensentials” = iems that help wounded warriors
in their recovery bul don't usually show up as a
budget line on gowernment Spreadshocts
CCW s not a pregram designed to help with
bills (mortgage, rant, uillities ar eredit cards)
car repairs or home repairs,

OPERATION COMFORT WARRIORS

Most mifitary medicel centers ane not equipped to

store large quaniities of care packages. The Leglon
strongly prefers monetary donathons so that it can
expadite the purchase and delivery of items o
servicemembaers.
HOW TO GIVE: Visit legion.org/ocw to donate afec-
tronically, using your oredit card. Checks may be
maited ta The Amercan Legian, Operation Comifort
Warrlars, PO Bax 361626, Indlanapalis, IN 46236

HOW TO RAISE MONEY: A fundraiser such as a
maotorcycle run or o fish fry can be a great way to
gather donations. A Leglon post, Auxlliany unit, Sons
of The Amerlcan Leglon squadron, Leglon Riders
chapler, church group or other charitable organiza-
tion could assiet in sponsaring & fundraiser. Proceeds
from a fundraising event can be donated o OCW via
thir website or mailing addoess lsted above.

HOW TO GET ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION:
Check out legionargfoew for the Iatest news and
information about the program.

ABOUT OPERATION COMFORT WARRIORS

HOW

The American Legion i3 conlacted by
individuals. WA hospitals, warrior transition
centers and communities with needs for
wounded, Injured, disabled or Il service-
members. Once a need s denlified, the

itema are ordered by the Legion and deln-
ered inan expeditious manner. Iit's as simple
a5 that. Mo red Lape.

Al of OCW's administrative and marketing
costs are pald from Leglon membership dues,
muaning that 100 percent of donsted funds go
directly to purchasing comfort ilems for the
servitemembeers
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4,715

Minimum number of American
Legion posts that led Flag Day
activities in their communities

nationwide in 2023-24

Modernize U.S. Flag Code

The American Legion led national conferences in

1923 and 1924 that established the first rules of U.S.

flag respect for the nation. Those guidelines laid the
groundwork for what would be passed as U.S. Flag Code
in 1942. Modern practices at massive public events,
such as professional sports contests, frequently run
counter to the code, and The American Legion calls for
an amendment to modernize the guidelines that would
make exceptions for common patriotic expressions of
that magnitude that may include, for instance, displaying
the flag in a horizontal position.

The American Legion’s
Grassroots Advocacy

148,517

Actions taken through The American Legion's online
Grassroots Action Center on legislative topics in 2024

Members of The
American Legion
National Legislative
Council, who work
with lawmakers in
their home districts

» of the Sen. Elizabeth Dole
s Healthcare and Benefits Improvement
Act, which was signed into law Jan. 2, 2025
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Americanism

The American Legion’s Americanism Commission
oversees programs and services that elevate pride,
education and awareness of the United States and its
identity: Included arc Boys State/Boys Nation, which
mentor young people to learn and serve in the American
democracy; Oratorical Contests that offer scholarships
at the local, state and national levels for students who
learn to speak fluently on the U.S. Constitution; and,
emphatically, respect for the U.S. flag under which U.S.
military men and women have served and sacrificed since
the founding of the nation.

Top priorities for the 119th Congress, in support of The
American Legion’s Americanism pillar value include:

Protection of the U.S. flag

Since a 1989 5-4 Supreme Court decision defined
deliberate acts of U.S. flag desecration as free speech
protected under the First Amendment, The American
Legion has led efforts to return to the states their ability to
legally prohbit such acts. The American Legion has come
within one Senate vote in previous efforts to obtain the
needed supermajority for a constitutional amendment that
would restore the ability for states to enact and enforce
laws that prohibit deliberate acts of desecration against
the flag. The American Legion renews its vow to continue
fighting to give Congress “power to prohibit physical
desecration of the flag of the United States”
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American Legion
National Contacts

Mario Margquez

Executive Director, Government Affairs
The American Legion Washington Ofice
1608 K 51 NW

Wastingtan, DC 20006

Telephene: (202) 861-2700

Julia Mathis
Direclor, Legislstive Division
legisltive@logion ong

Cole Lyle
Director, Veterans Affairs & Rehabiltation
vadr@legion.crg

Ariel De Jesus
Deputy Directos, Mational Security ivision
nglegion.crg

Joseph Sharpe

Dirastor, Vatsrans Emplaymant & Ecuration Divislon
vekedlegion.on

Ron Neff

Director, Americanism Division
americanismélegion.org




ONE-HUNDREDTH NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF
THE AMERICAN LEGION
Minneapolis, Minnesota
August 28, 29, 30, 2018

Resolution No. 29: Commend U.S. Border Patrol
Origin: Texas
Submitted by: Convention Committee on National Security

WHEREAS, Curtailing illegal immigration remains one of The American Legion’s major
objectives in achieving the fulfillment of the first three purposes for which Legionaries associate
ourselves together, “to uphold and defend the Constitution of the Umited States of America. to
maintain law and order, to foster and perpetuate a 100% Americanism™; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 23 was approved by The Amencan Legion mn National
Convention assembled m Cincmnaty, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, resolving that The
Amerncan Legion supports the Department of Homeland Secunty and urges the admumstration
and Congress to make secunty of the Umted States the top national prionity; and

WHEREAS, The 1.8, Border Patrol 1s an operational component of the Department of
Homeland Security whose primary mission is to detect and prevent the illegal entry of aliens mto
the United States; and

WHEREAS. A priority of the U.S. Border Patrol's mission is preventing terrorist and
terrorist weapons, including weapons of mass destruction, from entering the United States; and

WHEREAS, By executing its mission since its inception in 1942, the U.S. Border Patrol
has historically plaved a vital role in the preservation of our national security: and

WHEREAS, U.S. Border Patrol agents are well known for their compassion, for their
respect for the dignity of all others no martter what the circumstance, and for the untold lives they
have saved by virtue of their humamtanan assistance provided to mumgrants in distress, and

WHEREAS, A large frachon of U.S. Border Patrol agents are mmlitary veterans, now,
therefore, be 1t

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 28, 29, 30, 2018, That the American Legion recognizes the
UL.S. Border Patrol’s mission to be an essential contribution to our national security; and, be
it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion greatly appreciates the practice of the U.S,
Border Patrol to employ military veterans; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion highly commends the U.S. Border Patrol
for its noble and heroic efforts, frequently in the face of danger and adversity, to preserve
our national security; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion commits its steadfast support to the U.S,
Border Patrol.



NINETY-SECOND NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF
THE AMERICAN LEGION
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
August 31, September 1, 2, 2010

Resolution No. 134: The American Legion Role In Homeland Security
Origin: Maryland
Submitted by: Convention Committee on National Security

WHEREAS, Since before September 11, 2001, our Nation has been at risk to the new and
changing invisible threat of terrorism launched from abroad; the United States, even during the
War on Terrorism, has no more mmportant nussion than protecting the homeland and her citizens
from future terrorism; and

WHEREAS, The National Strategy for Homeland Secunity aligns and focuses homeland
security functions into six critical mission areas, namely, intelligence and warning; border and
transportation security; domestic counterterrorism; protecting critical infrastructure; defending
against catastrophic terrorism: and emergency preparedness and response; and

WHEREAS, The responsibility for providing homeland security is shared between
federal, state and local governments, and the private sector; many homeland security activities,
such as intelligence gathering and border security, are properly accomplished at the federal level:
In other circumstances, hke fust responder capabilities, 1t 15 more approprate for state and local
governments to handle these responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, Afier the creation of the Department of Homeland Security, Presidential and
Congressional budgets identified four priority areas for additional resources and they included:
Support first responders, defend agamst bioterrorism, secure America’s borders and to use 21st
century fechnology to secure the homeland; and

WHEREAS, Although there are Homeland Secunty appropniations comuittees in the
United States Congress, there are no Homeland Security anthorizing committees; and

WHEREAS, According to the Council for Excellence in Government, the greatest
resource the United States has for enhancing homeland security-which has been largely untapped
thus far-1s the American people; and

WHEREAS, Polls have mdicated that over 62 percent of Americans say they would be
willing to spend time volunteering with homeland security planming, training and practicing
drills m therr commumties, yet some 84 percent of Amencans and first responders polled
admitted to low awareness of federal, state and local emergency preparedness plans; and

WHEREAS, As former members of the Armed Forces tramed m vigilance and secunty,
who would be more qualified citizens than veterans to assist in many homeland security
activities: now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 31, September 1, 2, 2010, That The American Legion urges
its Legionnaires, Posts and Departments to assist in Homeland Security efforts in
communities for example, by developing emergency Kits and plans; by remaining informed
and assisting families, schools, workplaces and communities in developing emergency plans
and checklists; by reporting suspicious activity, or working with community-based
organizations.



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 2025
H 1
HOUSE BILL 299
Short Title:  Increase Disabled Veteran Prop Tax Benefit. (Public)
Sponsors: Representatives Goodwin, Winslow, Pike, and Carson Smith (Primary

Sponsors).
For a complete list of sponsors, refer 1o the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to:  Homeland Security and Military and Veterans Affairs, if favorable, Finance, if
favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

March 6, 2025

1 A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
2 AN ACT TO INCREASE THE DISABLED VETERAN PROPERTY TAX HOMESTEAD
3 EXCLUSION.
4  The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
5 SECTION 1. G.S. 105-277.1C(a) reads as rewritten:
6 "(a) Classification. — A permanent residence owned and occupied by a qualifying owner
7 is designated a special class of property under Article V, Section 2(2) of the North Carolina
8  Constitution and is taxable in accordance with this section. The first ferty—five fifty-four thousand
9 dollars (345;000)-(354,000) of appraised value of the residence is excluded from taxation. A
10 qualifying owner who receives an exclusion under this section may not receive other property
11 tax relief.”
12 SECTION 2. This act is effective for taxes imposed for taxable years beginning on
13 orafter July 1, 2025.

In Committiee



Past Dept Commander and
Wife standing by Dept Judge
Advocate and Dept Ajutant

"Veterans Strengthening America!"
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BEZEONE

Commander Devell "Bo™ Durham Jr providing his acceplance address at
The American Legion Department of North Carcling annual coavention,

nclegion.org



ALA Dept President’s proj-
ect: raising funding to sup-
port towards training cost
of service dog for Veteran.
Total cost: $35,000

Want to support? contact
Legion Post 77 Family
828.693.3922
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Daughters of Revolution:

Celebrating Army’s 250th Bday!
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Greg Travels:

Spring 2025 SC State Park




Greg Bias: SC State Park
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HENDERSON COUNTY, NC

Canteen Bar Manager:

alfvbarmanager@gmail.com

Open Daily!

828 693 3922 Subject to change without notice American Le g ion
| ]
Post 77

_—.‘=AMER|CAN Hendersonville, NSZGC
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Hurbert M Smith American Legion Post 77
Hendersonville, NC
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