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VETERAN’S DAY
   As the crisp November air settles over Hendersonville, North Carolina,
American Legion Post 77 proudly joins the nation in celebrating
Veterans Day, a time to honor the brave men and women who have
served in the United States Armed Forces. This year, we invite our
community to come together for a special Veterans Day event at
Forest Lawn Funeral Home and Memorial Park, where we will pay
tribute to the sacrifices and dedication of our veterans. Below, we
explore the history of Veterans Day, highlight our upcoming event, and
share meaningful ways to celebrate this important day.

The History of Veterans Day
   Veterans Day, observed annually on November 11, traces its origins to
the end of World War I. On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month in 1918, the armistice ending the “Great War” took effect,
marking a moment of global relief and remembrance. Initially
celebrated as Armistice Day in the United States, Great Britain, and
France, the holiday was dedicated to honoring the veterans of World
War I. In 1926, Congress passed a resolution encouraging its
observance, and by 1938, Armistice Day became a national holiday.
Following World War II, the scope of the holiday expanded to honor
veterans of all wars. In 1954, at the urging of veterans’ organizations,
President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed legislation renaming the
holiday Veterans Day, reflecting its broader purpose of recognizing all
who have served in the U.S. military. Unlike Memorial Day, which
honors those who died in service, Veterans Day celebrates both living
and deceased veterans, acknowledging their courage, sacrifice, and
commitment to defending freedom.
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Veterans Day Event at Forest Lawn Funeral Home and Memorial Park
   American Legion Post 77 is proud to support the annual Veterans Day
ceremony at Forest Lawn Funeral Home and Memorial Park, located
at 538 Tracy Grove Road, Hendersonville, NC. This heartfelt event,
scheduled for November 11 at 11:00 a.m., brings together veterans,
families, and community members to honor the 1,280 veterans laid to
rest at Forest Lawn and all who have served.
   The ceremony, supported by the Disabled American Veterans
Hendersonville Chapter 14, features a moving program that includes
the Pledge of Allegiance, the National Anthem, and remarks from
distinguished speakers. Representatives from groups such as Gold
Star Families, Sons of the American Revolution, and American Legion
Riders will present wreaths at the memorial wall, followed by a rifle
salute and the singing of “God Bless America.” A barbecue lunch will
be served afterward, fostering fellowship among attendees.
   The day begins earlier for veterans participating in the caravan
organized by the Transylvania Cruisers Car Club. At 9:00 a.m., classic
cars, trucks, jeeps, and military vehicles will gather at American
Legion Post 77 (216 4th Ave West, Hendersonville) to escort veterans
to Forest Lawn, with a Henderson County Sheriff’s Office escort
departing at 9:30 a.m. Veterans are invited to ride in these antique
vehicles, and owners of classic or military vehicles are encouraged to
join the procession. For more information, contact Bruce Hatfield at
828-329-4971 or email noirs@aol.com.
   This event, which resumed in 2023 after a weather-related
cancellation in 2022, is a cornerstone of our community’s commitment
to honoring veterans. It offers a space for reflection, gratitude, and
connection, reminding us of the profound impact of military service.
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Ways to Celebrate Veterans Day
   Veterans Day is an opportunity to express gratitude and engage with
our community in meaningful ways. Here are some suggestions for
celebrating this year:
• Attend a Local Ceremony: Join us at Forest Lawn’s Veterans
Day event or other local observances, such as the Transylvania
County Veterans Day Ceremony at the courthouse gazebo in
Brevard at 11:00 a.m. These gatherings provide a chance to
honor veterans collectively.
• Volunteer or Donate: Support veteran-focused organizations
like the Veterans Healing Farm, which hosts the Vietnam
Traveling Memorial Wall (November 8-12 at 38 Yale Road, Horse
Shoe). Contribute time or resources to initiatives like Quilts of
Valor or Bullets and Bandaids, which uplift veterans through art
and recognition.
• Engage with Veterans: Take time to listen to a veteran’s story.
Whether at the Forest Lawn event, where WTZQ Radio’s Mark
Warwick will interview veterans live before the ceremony, or in
your own circles, these conversations preserve history and build
connections.
• Display Patriotism: Fly the American flag, create thank-you
cards (like those distributed by American Heritage Girls at last
year’s event), or wear patriotic attire to show support. Encourage
children to participate in acts of gratitude to foster lifelong
respect for veterans.
• Educate Others: Share the history of Veterans Day with friends,
family, or students. Understanding the holiday’s origins deepens
its significance and inspires appreciation for veterans’ sacrifices.
• Support Veteran-Owned Businesses: Seek out local
businesses owned by veterans and show your support through
patronage or promotion.

   By participating in these activities, we strengthen our community’s
bond with veterans and ensure their contributions are never forgotten.

“ I do solemly Swear.... 
                    So help me God.” 



A Call to Action
   Veterans Day is more than a holiday; it’s a reminder of the enduring
values of service, sacrifice, and unity that define our nation. American
Legion Post 77 encourages all members and residents of
Hendersonville to join us at Forest Lawn Funeral Home and Memorial
Park on November 11 at 11:00 a.m. to honor our veterans. Let us
stand together to celebrate their legacy and recommit to supporting
those who have served.
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USMC Birthday 

   On November 10, 2025, the United States Marine Corps (USMC) will
celebrate its 250th birthday, marking a legacy of courage, discipline,
and service that began in 1775. This annual commemoration is more
than a historical milestone; it’s a vibrant tradition that unites Marines
past and present, honoring their sacrifices and reinforcing the Corps’
enduring values. From formal balls to unit ceremonies, the Marine
Corps Birthday is a testament to the pride and camaraderie that define
the “Semper Fidelis” spirit.

The Origins of the Marine Corps
   The Marine Corps traces its roots to November 10, 1775, when the
Continental Congress passed a resolution to establish two battalions
of Marines to serve as naval infantry during the American
Revolutionarybk War. Convened at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia, this act
formalized the creation of the Continental Marines, a force designed to
fight on land and sea. The resolution, introduced by John Adams,
called for “good seamen, or persons acquainted with maritime affairs,”
laying the foundation for the Marines’ amphibious expertise (Millett,
1991).
   The Marine Corps evolved over centuries, transitioning from a small
naval force to a versatile, expeditionary branch of the U.S. military. Its
official birthday was formalized in 1921 by Major General John A.
Lejeune, the 13th Commandant, who issued Marine Corps Order No.
47. This order mandated that November 10 be celebrated annually to
honor the Corps’ history and instill pride in its members (Lejeune,
1921). Since then, the birthday has been a cornerstone of Marine
Corps culture.
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Traditions of the Marine Corps Birthday
   The Marine Corps Birthday is celebrated with a blend of solemnity and
festivity, reflecting the Corps’ dual identity as a disciplined fighting
force and a tight-knit brotherhood. The centerpiece of the celebration
is the Marine Corps Birthday Ball, a formal event held worldwide at
Marine installations, embassies, and civilian venues. Marines don their
dress blue uniforms, and the evening features a cake-cutting
ceremony, speeches, and dancing.
   The cake-cutting ceremony is steeped in tradition. The oldest and
youngest Marines present share the first slice of cake, symbolizing the
passing of wisdom and experience to the next generation. The
Commandant’s annual birthday message, often read aloud, recounts
the Corps’ history and reaffirms its core values: honor, courage, and
commitment. For example, in 2024, General Eric M. Smith’s message
emphasized the Marines’ role in modern warfare, highlighting their
adaptability in conflicts like those in Ukraine and the Pacific (Smith,
2024).
   Unit-level celebrations vary but often include physical fitness
challenges, historical briefings, and communal meals. Marines
deployed overseas may hold improvised ceremonies, reinforcing
bonds even in austere conditions. Veterans and retirees also
participate, attending balls or local events to reconnect with the Corps’
legacy.

media.defense.gov



Significance in Marine Culture
   The birthday is more than a celebration; it’s a reaffirmation of the
Marine Corps’ ethos. The event fosters esprit de corps, reminding
Marines of their shared history and purpose. It also serves as a public
tribute, showcasing the Corps’ contributions to national security. From
the Halls of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli, Marines have fought
in every major U.S. conflict, earning a reputation as “America’s 911
force” (Krulak, 1997).
   The 250th anniversary in 2025 will hold special significance,
coinciding with the nation’s semiquincentennial. Planned events
include a commemorative ball in Washington, D.C., historical
reenactments at Tun Tavern, and a nationwide campaign to honor
Marine veterans. The Marine Corps Heritage Foundation is
spearheading efforts to preserve artifacts and educate the public
about the Corps’ legacy (Marine Corps Heritage Foundation, 2025).
Challenges and Modern Context
    As the Marine Corps celebrates its milestone, it faces modern
challenges. Recruitment struggles, with only 25% of applicants
meeting eligibility standards in 2024, underscore the need for outreach
(Snow, 2024). The Corps is also adapting to technological warfare,
integrating drones and cyber capabilities while maintaining its
expeditionary roots. The birthday serves as a rallying point, reinforcing
resilience amid change.
    Public perception of the military has shifted, with fewer Americans
having direct ties to service. The birthday offers a chance to bridge
this gap, showcasing Marines’ sacrifices through community events
and media. Social media posts on X in 2024 highlighted widespread
pride, with users praising Marines as “the tip of the spear”                                          
(@MarineVeteran22, 2024).
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Thanksgiving in 
America

American Thanksgiving: A Celebration of Gratitude, Resilience,
and the Unbreakable Spirit

As the fourth Thursday in November approaches, Americans across
the nation prepare to gather with family and friends to celebrate
Thanksgiving, a holiday steeped in history, gratitude, and the enduring
strength of the American spirit. In 2025, Thanksgiving falls on
November 27, marking not only a time to give thanks but also a
moment to reflect on the resilience of communities like those in
western North Carolina, where, one year ago, Hurricane Helene left a
trail of destruction. Despite such challenges, the American spirit
remains unbreakable, embodying a commitment to rebuilding,
supporting one another, and cherishing the values that define the
American way of life.

The History of Thanksgiving in America
The story of Thanksgiving is often traced back to 1621 in Plymouth,
Massachusetts, when the Pilgrims, a group of English Separatists,
and the Wampanoag people shared a three-day harvest feast. This
event, described by Pilgrim chronicler Edward Winslow, celebrated a
successful corn harvest made possible through the Wampanoag’s
agricultural guidance. While romanticized as the “First Thanksgiving,”
the feast was not a formal holiday but a moment of communal
rejoicing, distinct from the Pilgrims’ religious days of fasting and
prayer. The Wampanoag, led by sachem Ousamequin (Massasoit),
brought deer and joined the celebration, which likely included local
seafood, pumpkins, and cornmeal dishes rather than the modern
turkey-centric spread.



   However, the narrative of peaceful harmony is incomplete. The
Wampanoag’s alliance with the Pilgrims was strategic, aimed at
countering rival tribes like the Narragansetts. Within a generation,
tensions escalated into King Philip’s War (1675–1676), which
devastated the Wampanoag and shifted power to European settlers.
For many Native Americans today, Thanksgiving evokes not
celebration but mourning, as it marks the beginning of land loss,
cultural erasure, and violence. Since 1970, the National Day of
Mourning in Plymouth has honored Native ancestors and highlighted
ongoing struggles.
   Thanksgiving-like celebrations predate Plymouth. Spanish settlers in
St. Augustine, Florida, held a Mass of Thanksgiving in 1565, sharing a
meal with the Seloy tribe. In 1619, Berkeley Hundred settlers in
Virginia observed a day of thanks per their charter, though violence
soon followed. Native tribes, too, had long-standing harvest festivals,
such as the Cherokee’s Green Corn Dance, emphasizing gratitude for
the land’s bounty.
   The holiday’s national status emerged later. In 1789, President
George Washington proclaimed a day of thanksgiving for the new
Constitution, though it was not annual. Thomas Jefferson, wary of
mixing church and state, avoided such proclamations. It was Sarah
Josepha Hale, editor of Godey’s Lady’s Book, who campaigned from
1827 to 1863 for a unified national holiday. Her efforts succeeded
during the Civil War, when President Abraham Lincoln declared
Thanksgiving a national observance on the last Thursday of
November 1863, aiming to foster unity amid division. In 1941,
Congress formalized the fourth Thursday in November as the federal
holiday, resolving debates sparked by Franklin D. Roosevelt’s earlier
date shift to boost commerce.

One Year After Helene: The Unbreakable American Spirit
   In September 2024, Hurricane Helene ravaged western North
Carolina, destroying homes, businesses, and infrastructure in
communities like those served by Post 77 of the American Legion. The
storm’s impact was catastrophic, with flooding and landslides wiping
out entire neighborhoods. Yet, one year later, the region’s recovery
embodies the resilience at the heart of the American spirit. Volunteers,
neighbors, and organizations like Post 77 have rallied to rebuild,
distribute aid, and restore hope. This collective effort reflects a core
American value: standing together in adversity.



   The American spirit is not just about enduring hardship but about
transforming it into opportunity. In the wake of Helene, communities
have rebuilt stronger, with new infrastructure and renewed bonds. This
resilience echoes the Pilgrims’ perseverance through their first harsh
winter and the nation’s ability to heal after events like the Civil War. It
is a testament to the belief that no challenge is too great when met with             
determination and unity.

The True Meaning of Thanksgiving: The American Way of Life
   Thanksgiving is more than a historical commemoration or a feast; it is
a celebration of the American way of life, rooted in gratitude, freedom,
and community. The holiday invites reflection on the blessings of
liberty, opportunity, and the ability to pursue happiness—values
enshrined in the nation’s founding. As Benjamin Franklin described it,
Thanksgiving is a day of “public Felicity,” where Americans give thanks
for civil and religious freedoms.
   The American way of life is also about gratitude for the land and its
stewards. Native American traditions of giving thanks for the harvest,
as seen in ceremonies like the Strawberry Thanksgiving, remind us to
honor the earth’s abundance responsibly. Today, many Americans
incorporate indigenous-inspired dishes, such as corn or wild rice, to
acknowledge this heritage.
    Moreover, Thanksgiving underscores the importance of community.
Whether gathering around a table laden with turkey and stuffing or
volunteering at a shelter, Americans use this day to strengthen bonds
and support those in need. In 2025, this spirit is especially poignant in
places like western North Carolina, where communities have shown
that gratitude is not just for what is received but for the chance to give
back.

Conclusion
As we celebrate Thanksgiving on November 27, 2025, let us honor its
complex history, from the 1621 feast to its evolution into a national
holiday. Let us remember the resilience of communities rebuilding
after Hurricane Helene, a powerful reminder of the unbreakable
American spirit. Above all, let us give thanks for the American way of
life—freedom, opportunity, and the enduring commitment to stand
together. In doing so, we embody the true meaning of Thanksgiving: a
shared gratitude that binds us as a nation
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