
 

Colorado’s Cost Containment Program: Turn Safety into Savings 
 

For Colorado businesses, workplace safety isn’t just about compliance — it’s a critical 
investment in the health of employees and the financial well-being of the organization. 
One way to formalize this commitment is through Colorado’s Cost Containment Program, 
a certified safety initiative offered by the Colorado Division of Workers’ Compensation. 
This program not only reinforces an organization’s safety culture but also provides 
tangible financial benefits by reducing workers' compensation premiums and increasing 
underwriting competition. 
 
What is the Cost Containment Program? 
The Cost Containment Program is designed to help Colorado employers create and 
maintain an effective, certified workplace safety program. By adhering to specific 
guidelines, businesses can become certified through the Colorado Division of Workers’ 
Compensation, at which time they’ll also qualify for additional savings on their workers’ 
compensation premium.  
Certification requires a documented safety program that includes: 

1. A written safety policy 
2. Designation of a safety coordinator or committee 
3. Clearly defined safety rules 
4. Safety awareness & training 
5. Written designation of medical providers 
6. Written claims management procedures 

 
Bolstering Organizational Safety Culture 
A strong safety culture is the cornerstone of any successful organization. By adopting a 
formalized safety program, businesses signal their commitment to employee well-being. 
This fosters: 

 Employee Engagement: Workers are more likely to feel valued and take ownership 
of safety initiatives when they see consistent efforts from leadership. 

 Reduced Workplace Incidents: A structured approach to hazard identification and 
prevention leads to fewer accidents and injuries. 

 Enhanced Morale and Productivity: A safe workplace promotes confidence among 
employees, reducing absenteeism and boosting overall efficiency. 
 

Financial Benefits of Certification 
Participation in the Cost Containment Program can significantly impact an organization’s 
bottom line. Key financial benefits include: 

 Lower Workers' Compensation Premiums: Certified businesses are eligible for 
discounts on workers' compensation insurance. 

 Improved Underwriting Terms: Insurers are more likely to offer competitive rates 
to companies with robust safety programs, as they present lower risks. 

 Cost Savings from Fewer Claims: Fewer workplace incidents result in fewer claims, 
saving money on premiums and claim-related administrative costs. 

 
 
 

 



Favorable Underwriting Terms 
Insurance underwriters view safety-conscious companies favorably, as they are perceived 
to have lower risk profiles. A certified safety program can differentiate a business from its 
competitors, enabling it to secure better insurance rates. This benefit is especially 
significant in high-risk industries where insurance costs heavily impact operational 
budgets. Additionally, in sectors with multiple insurers competing for business, a certified 
safety program can strengthen broker advocacy for securing underwriting credits. 
 
 
Gaining a Competitive Edge in Bidding 
For companies involved in competitive bidding, such as those pursuing construction 
contracts, earning a Cost Containment Certification can provide a notable advantage over 
competitors. This certification demonstrates a commitment to strong safety practices, 
often resulting in better experience modification factors. Economically, companies with 
effective overhead containment can submit more competitive bids due to reduced costs or 
enhance their profitability through lower labor expenses compared to industry peers. 
 
Colorado’s Cost Containment Program offers a win-win for businesses and employees. By 
fostering a culture of safety and leveraging the financial incentives of certification, 
companies can protect their workforce while enhancing their competitive edge. For 
organizations looking to save on workers’ compensation premiums and prioritize 
employee well-being, Cost Containment is a practical and impactful solution.  
 
Start your journey toward certification today and reap the benefits of a safer, more 
sustainable workplace. 
 
For comprehensive training and support on Cost Containment, including turnkey samples, 
ongoing assistance, and access to a safety-focused learning management system, don't 
hesitate to reach out. 
 
Ascent Insurance Solutions 
(720) 672-9774 
info@ascent-insurance.com 


