
Proposed Updates to the  
Waters Landing Association Architectural Guidelines 

 
 

The following is a proposed Amendment to replace the current sections for Fences starting with 
“Property Line Fences” on page 6 through “Application Contents” on page 9 of the March 1987 
Architectural Guidelines of the Waters Landing Association (with Amendments Through 01/95) 

 
Fences 

 

Background 
Fundamental to Waters Landing’s plan is the concept of common open space. The preservation of green 

space and natural features, as well as a feeling of openness, contributes significantly to Waters Landing's 
difference from typical subdivisions. The purpose of this community open space is to provide each 
residential lot with the atmosphere of a larger open area. Fencing, if it is carelessly used or placed, 

encroaches upon open space and can even destroy it. 
 
Fencing is an important design aspect of each neighborhood that can have a significant impact on 

adjoining properties and community open space.  Fencing should relate to the principle architectural 
features of the house in design, location, and its connection to the existing house.  Fences should also 

complement the surrounding homes and structures.  Proper fencing can have a unifying effect upon a 
neighborhood while improper fencing can detract from the appearance of a neighborhood. Cluttering a 
neighborhood with uncoordinated selection and placement of fences should be avoided.   

 
Location 
Fences shall be restricted to rear and side yards, with the exception of Waterbury Downs neighborhoods.    

 
To minimize the visual impact of fencing from the street view, the Architectural Environmental Review 

Committee (AERC) shall require a setback of the fence from the front edge of the house. Additionally, the 
Committee may require a setback for breaking the visual impact of fences backing to streets.  
 

Planting schemes can be integrated with all fencing to soften the visual impact. Fences exceeding the 
rear foundation line of a house (or fences which appear to be in a neighbor's front yard due to lot 

configuration) must be landscaped.  
 
 

Design 
The height of a fence, the topography of the land and the relative distance of an observer affect both the 
amount of privacy afforded by a fence and its degree of visual impact.  

 
Fence height shall be limited to between 3 and 6 feet tall.  The tops of all fences should be maintained 

horizontal unless site conditions, such as uneven terrain or existing structures, make this impractical.  If 
the ground is sloped, the top of the fence should be aligned to maintain a constant angle of incline over 
the slope, presenting a straight line. The constant angle of incline should be maintained for as great a 

length as feasible.  The bottom of the fence should be no more than 6" to 12" above grade at any point 
depending on the fence type.  The bottom of vertical fence members may conform to ground contours to 
eliminate gaps.  

 



Fencing which is finished on one side only shall be constructed with the finished side facing out. 
 

Gates must be compatible with fencing in design, materials, height, and color. 
 

 
Styles 
There are many styles of fences to choose from and should be selected based on its compatibility with 

adjacent properties.  The following is a list of standard accepted fences.  Each application will be 
evaluated based on its design and conformity within the community. 
 

Allowed styles: 

• Post and Rail Fences – the most common in the community, established in the original design. 

o Split Rail – simple rustic fence horizontal split log rails connecting vertical posts 
o Ranch Rail – simple standard lumber horizontal rails connecting vertical posts 

• Spaced board – Evenly spaced vertical boards that allow air and light to pass through. 

o Picket – Spaced vertical boards connected by 2 or more horizontal rails 
o Shadowbox – Spaced vertical boards installed on alternating sides of the horizontal rails 

 

Disallowed Styles 

• Privacy Fences – fences with a solid surface designed to block all sightlines. 

o Solid Board – all vertical boards installed tightly together to create a solid surface, such 
as stockade 

o Board on Board – all vertical boards overlap each other to create a solid surface 

• Chain Link – interlocking steel wires woven into a mesh pattern connecting vertical posts. 
 
Materials and Color 

Fencing shall be compatible with the materials and colors on the exterior of the applicant's house and 
the prevailing materials in adjacent houses. Continuity of texture and the scale of materials should be 

considered. In many cases, fencing may be left to weather naturally.  
 

• Wood - In houses with wood siding and strong expressed wood trim, the greatest continuity is 

often achieved through relating a wood fence to the trim.  
o Fences shall be stained or painted in an earth tone or left to weather naturally 
o White fences may be considered if compatible with the house trim/surrounding 

structure 

• Wrought Iron – With this material, the fence should relate more to the overall design of the 

applicant's house and adjacent houses. 
o  This material is typically black but may be powder coated with an earth tone to match 

the home’s aesthetic 

• Wire Mesh Screening – Used to increase security as part of a split rail fence will be considered. 
The wire mesh will be attached to the inside of the fence and will not extend above the top rail.  

o Silver or gray metal shall be used, and may be painted an earth tone 

• Composite – There are many manufactured materials made to replace wood that are on the 
market (Vinyl,  PVC, etc.) and continue to evolve as options to consumers.  The term “composite” 

refers to fencing and decking material made from the combination of wood and plastic materials 
to resemble a more natural wood material. 

o Fences shall be stained or painted in an earth tone or left to weather naturally 



o White fences may be considered if compatible with the house trim/surrounding 
structure 

 
Construction and Maintenance Obligations 

Once a fence is approved, it must be constructed in compliance with all local building codes and permit 
requirements, ensuring that materials and installation meet safety standards.  Additionally, once 
installed, fences must be regularly maintained to preserve structural integrity, prevent hazards, and 

ensure it remains in good condition over time.  Homeowners are responsible for ensuring safe conditions 
by repairing damaged sections, replacing damaged posts, maintaining hardware and gate mechanisms, 
and ensuring compliance with aesthetic considerations in the guidelines. 

 
Fence Application Contents 

1. Location on property 
a. Include site plans which show the relationship of fence to surrounding area  

2. Design with Dimensions 

3. Style 
4. Material 
5. Color  

6. Landscaping plans to compliment, screen, or soften the appearance of the fence, if applicable 
7. Signatures of at least the 4 most affected property owners adjacent to the proposed fence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The following is a proposed Amendment to add a new section “Housing Types” to the March 1987 
Architectural Guidelines of the Waters Landing Association (with Amendments Through 01/95) 

 
Housing Types 

 

Waters Landing Association is a large community consisting of a variety of neighborhoods.  Each 
neighborhood is organized by home type and has different designs and architectural features to be 

considered when making alterations to the exterior of the property. 
 
Condominium 

 
1. Esprit 
2. Lakeview 

3. Landing Glen 
4. South Shore Harbour 

5. Waters House 
6. Waverly 

 

Single Family Home Neighborhoods 
 

1. Deep Wood Village 

2. Gables/Manorwoods 
3. Highlands 

4. Lakeforest 
5. Laurelwood Cove 
6. Woodlands 

 
Townhome Neighborhoods 

 
1. Country Lake 
2. Harbour Place 

3. LakeCrest 
4. Logansport 
5. US Homes @ WL 

6. Sunridge 
7. Village 

8. Waterbury Downs North 
9. Waterbury Downs South 
10. Waters Edge 

 


