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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 

www.messiahlutheranvld.com 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, January 18th, 2026 

 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 

any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-

6 and ages 7-12. 
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• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 

accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 

prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 

Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 

Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 

receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 

rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
Second Sunday After Epiphany 

Divine Service Setting Two 

 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 

service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 
 

AS WE GATHER 

“He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 

Christ). He brought him to Jesus.”           John 1:41-42a  

“We have found the Messiah” is our motto here at Messiah Lutheran, and with good reason! We HAVE 

found the Messiah. But we aren’t the only ones who need to hear that message; just like Andrew ran to tell 

his brother Peter the Good News, so should we also run to tell everyone the Good News that Christ is here. 
 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 
ENTRANCE HYMN 
809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960; Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957; Text: Public domain; Tune: Public domain 

KYRIE LSB 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS             LSB 170 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.   

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear 

the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49:1–7 

1Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2He 

made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a 

polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, 

in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely 

my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 

back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him — for I am honored in the eyes of the 

LORD, and my God has become my strength — 6he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring 

back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 

abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 

 1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 

 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 

saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

both their Lord and ours: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—
6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in 

any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you 

to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:29–42a 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 

ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him, but for this purpose 

I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I 

saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not 

know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 

Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and 

have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 

 35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at Jesus as 

he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, 

and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are 

you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
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staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 

staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40One of the two 

who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found 

his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 
42He brought him to Jesus. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

702 MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87; Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON           PASTOR STEPHEN WAREHAM 
 

Stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

  I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin 

Mary and was made man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
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death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T 

of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the spread of the Gospel, that the Lord who made Jesus a light to all nations would fill our 

hearts with joy and use our voices to spread His salvation to the ends of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For pastors, that the Lord who called Andrew and Peter to follow Him might continue to 

summon men into the holy ministry and strengthen them to faithfully make known His Word, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the households of God’s people, that the Lord who watched over the tribes of Jacob would 

provide both daily bread and redemption in abundant measure to His people, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the nation and our president; for the governor of this state; for all judges and magistrates; 

and for those who serve us as firefighters, police, disaster workers and medical personnel, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For healing and deliverance, that the Lamb of God who takes away our sins and infirmities 

would be merciful to those who are in need of His care, [especially _____________,] granting 

them rescue and confidence in His grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P (Special Petitions) 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For faith as we approach the Lamb of God to eat His body and drink His blood in this 

Sacrament; for grace to keep in holy hearts what we receive upon our lips; and for the Spirit to 

keep us in this faith until Christ comes in His glory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For a steadfast heart in times of duress, strength amid temptation and the grace of humility, that 

we may not fall victim to pride and arrogance, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P Almighty God, heavenly Father, grant that we who have celebrated the incarnation of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our 

hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 

on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the 

Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 

is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
547 THE LAMB 

 



12 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953–2023; Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 
 
425 WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
626 COME, LET US EAT 
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Text (sts. 1–3): tr. Margaret D. Miller, 1927, alt.; (st. 4): Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024, alt.; Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Billema Kwillia, 1925; Text (st. 4): © 1972 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: © 

Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  
835 ON GALILEE’S HIGH MOUNTAIN 

 

 

 

 
VERSE 5 

That ev’ryone He chooses, For reasons of His own, 

Will find in Christ his calling To live His love alone. 

His presence always leads us Till time no more shall be; 

Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort Give us His victory. 
VERSE 6 

D Lord, gather all Your children, Wherever they may be, 

And lead them on to heaven To live eternally 

With You, our loving Father, And Christ, our brother dear, 

Whose Spirit guards and gives us The joy to persevere. 
Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932–96; Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872;  Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Sunday, January 18th: The Confession of St. Peter 

Tuesday, January 20th: Sarah – Matriarch 

Saturday, January 24th: St. Timothy – Pastor & Confessor 
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Third Sunday After the Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1 – 4; 1 Corinthians 1:10 – 18; Matthew 4:12 – 25 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 

 

 

✝️ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝️ 

TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor 

    6:00 Ladies & Mens Potluck Bible Study  

WED 11:45 Joyful Noise: Wildflower Cafe 

THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
     

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT              

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!’”      John 1:29 

The Israelites of old offered a lamb to God at Passover so that death might pass over them and do no harm. 

Over those long centuries of sacrifice, did they understand that this was actually God’s gift? That God 

would be the true Giver of the true Lamb? Truly, we can never out-give God, for all that we have is His. 
 

A quick scan opens the door, 
To serve the church and so much more. 
Your gift helps faith and hope to grow— 

Join the journey, let it flow. 
 

 
 

 



16 

 

 


