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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 
Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 

 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com  
 

Sunday, August 24th, 2025 
 

 
 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 
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WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  
Please sign our Guest Book located in the church entryway (Narthex) as well as 
the attendance sheet located in the red folder in each pew. Let us know how we 
may be of service to you in any way. 
 

 RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

 QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a 
children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12. 
 

 QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship 
Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to 
all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this 
meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit working through this 
means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

 RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is 
offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is 
offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows 
with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail rack. Children not yet 
prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 
covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives 
until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 

 OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
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 Art & Recreation: Coloring materials, journals, games, puzzles, stuffed animals, 
vision board or activity kits 

 Household: Laundry pods, toilet paper, hand soap, paper towels, garbage bags, 
reusable water bottles, baby Playpens, bouncers, garden tools or equipment, 
grocery store gift cards, baby-proofing supplies 

 
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS & BAKERS! 
The LWML Christmas Bazaar is fast approaching! As always, we're looking for talented 
hands to help stock our tables with handmade gifts and delicious baked goods. If you love 
to craft or bake, now’s the time to get started! Please let Kay know what you can 
contribute. 
 

IT’S TODAY! CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Mark your calendars! A Congregational Meeting will be held immediately 

following the morning service. We hope all members can attend—your voice 
and presence matter! 

 
 
 
 

 
Scan to give today, 

Your kindness lights the way. 
Every gift, no matter how small, 

Helps us share God’s love with all. 
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Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Divine Service Setting One 

 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through 
worship, education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 

 
AS WE GATHER 

“And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 
Luke 13:30   

We often like to think that we know who will be in heaven based on a set of 
worldly criteria. But Jesus reminds us here that only He truly knows, and that there is 
only one heavenly criterion: who He knows and who knows Him.  

We know Jesus through our faith, and He knows us through that same faith in 
Him— a knowledge that we are sinners and need a Savior, and that Jesus Christ is 
that Savior. Therefore, the kingdom of heaven will not be made of those who are 
perfect by earthly standards, but rather those who are made perfect according to 
heavenly standards by the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  

 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 
Stand 

 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE: 

Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 
“The peace of the Lord.” 
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us.”                                                      Hebrews 12:1 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN 

TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor 

    6:00  Men’s Potluck Bible Study 

WED 11 - 3 Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 
 

THURS 9:00  LWML Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
 

SUN  9:00   Bible Study & Sunday School 
    10:30  Worship with Holy Communion 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT                      Luke 13:26  
“Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in 
our streets.’” Proximity to Jesus and the things of faith is not faith itself. Many 
Pharisees heard His Word but ignored it and refused to believe in it. We want to be 
not only hearers, but also doers of Jesus' Word. We want not only proximity to Jesus, 
but true communion with Him. We want to hear Him, follow Him, praise Him and 
return thanks. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
LWML DONATION OPPORTUNITY 

Safe Harbor Center has shared a list of ongoing needs. Kay Vincent and Sandy Bingham 
will be attending the LWML Retreat at St. Simon’s this September and will personally 
deliver all donations received.  
 

A summarized list is below, and a full copy is available on the table in the narthex. Please 
place donations in the LWML purple box. Thank you for your generosity!  Most-Needed 
Items: 

 Clothing (all sizes): Underwear, socks, sports bras, gloves, pants, t-shirts  
 Hygiene: Toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

nail clippers, lotion, ChapStick, razors & shaving cream 
 Linens: Twin sheets, comforters, towels, and washcloths 
 Baby Supplies: Diapers, baby formula, baby blankets, bibs, and clothes 
 Pantry: Canned food, rice, noodles, beans, cake or muffin mixes, oatmeal 
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CLOSING HYMN 
791 ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL 

 

 

 
Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt.; Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder 

© 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 25:2-10; Hebrews 13:1-17; Luke 14:1-14 
 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
August 24th: St Bartholomew – Apostle 

August 27th: Monica – Mother of Augustine 
August 28th: Augustine of Hippo – Pastor & Theologian 

August 29th: The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist  
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+Service of the Word+ 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
804 O WORSHIP THE KING sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt.; Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727; Text and tune: Public domain 
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INTROIT Psalm 117; antiphon: Psalm 96:6a; 115:18 
Splendor and majesty are before him; we will bless the LORD from this time 
forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! For great is his steadfast 
love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  
Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Splendor and majesty are before him; we will bless the LORD from this time 
forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

 
KYRIE LSB 152 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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680 THINE THE AMEN, THINE THE PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009; Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 
Stand 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 
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638 EAT THIS BREAD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Stephen P. Starke, 1955; (sts. ref, 3–5): Robert J. Batastini, 1942; (sts. ref, 3–5): Taizé Community 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–94; Text (sts. 1–2): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
Text (sts. ref, 3–5) and tune: © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
433 GLORY BE TO JESUS 

 

 
Verse 5 

Oft as earth exulting 
    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 
    Make their glad reply. 

Verse 6  
Lift we, then, our voices, 
    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 
    Praise the precious blood! 

Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76; Text and tune: Public domain 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow 
door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into 
the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 66:18–23 

 18“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather 
all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19and I will 
set a sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to 
Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands 
afar off, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare 
my glory among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your brothers from all 
the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters 
and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the 
LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the 
house of the LORD. 21And some of them also I will take for priests and for 
Levites, says the LORD. 

22“For as the new heavens and the new earth 
 that I make shall remain before me, says the LORD, 
 so shall your offspring and your name remain. 
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23From new moon to new moon, 
 and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
all flesh shall come to worship before me, 
declares the LORD.” 

 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Hebrews 12:4–24 

Do Not Grow Weary 
 4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood. 5And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary 
when reproved by him. 
6For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom 
he receives.” 

7It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what 
son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and 
not sons. 9Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11For the moment 
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
 12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and 
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint 
but rather be healed. 14Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one fails to obtain the 
grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by 
it many become defiled; 16that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, 
who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that afterward, when 
he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to 
repent, though he sought it with tears. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and 
His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”   

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 
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A Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken 

 18For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness 
and gloom and a tempest 19and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words 
made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20For they 
could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, 
it shall be stoned.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 
tremble with fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and 
to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:22–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Narrow Door 

 22[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and 
journeying toward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who 
are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to enter through the narrow 
door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25When once 
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the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand 
outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer 
you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26Then you will begin to say, ‘We 
ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27But he will say, 
‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you 
workers of evil!’ 28In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom 
of God but you yourselves cast out. 29And people will come from east and west, 
and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30And 
behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 
 

516 WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by 
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
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OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 
+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 160 
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON               Pastor Stephen Wareham 
 
Stand 

 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy catholic 
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and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, grant us repentant faith to strive to enter 
ever more deeply into Your blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. By 
the witness of Your saints, gather many from the very corners of this world 
to enter Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, prosper Your Church, the preaching of the Word, and the work of 
all pastors and church workers. Guide and strengthen the catechumens and 
all who teach and learn Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You have called fathers to bring up their 
children in Your fear and love. Sanctify and sustain them through Your 
Word, that they would lovingly discipline their children and so show forth 
Your own divine care for Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Eternal King, the kingdoms and nations of this world rise and fall while 
Your Church remains before You. Give Your Church a holy confidence in 
Your eternal life so she fears no worldly threat and ministers to the nations 
boldly and faithfully. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, bless all those who care for the sick and attend to the dying; 
all those who care for our children; and our police, firefighters, emergency 
personnel and disaster-relief workers. Increase our generous support of 
those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled in mind or heart, 
the grieving in their sorrow, and the dying in their last days on earth.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P (Special Petitions) 
C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful God, bring together all who come from east and west and from 
north and south to recline at Your table this day to feast upon the body and 
blood of Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testament, that the speaking of 
Your Word would strengthen and sustain them in the one true faith. Grant 
them Your abundant blessing in the kingdom of God. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, we give thanks to You for St. Bartholomew and for Your prophets, 
apostles and faithful people in every age. Have mercy on us and keep us 
steadfast in their fellowship to the end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, You have drawn to Yourself believers from all nations and 
sanctified them in Holy Baptism as priests and Levites in Your Church. 
Fortify their faith and embolden their witness, that many may be gathered 
into the new heavens and new earth; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin 
for details on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

Stand 
 

 


