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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
 

Sunday, July 20th, 2025 

 

 
 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 
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WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book located in the church entryway (Narthex) as well as 

the attendance sheet located in the red folder in each pew. Let us know how we 

may be of service to you in any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a 

children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12. 
 

• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the 

Fellowship Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is 

offered to all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present 

with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy 

Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus 

and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. 

Wine is offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter 

color) is offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion 

Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail 

rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing 

“that, living in the covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, 

they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
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Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Divine Service Setting One 

 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through 

worship, education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

It’s so easy to get caught up in what we think we “need” to do that we sometimes 

ignore what one thing is truly necessary: Jesus Christ. But this isn’t a modern-day 

problem; in our readings this morning, both Martha and Sarah were too caught up in 

their own stuff to truly hear Him, even though He was right in front of them.  

So this morning, and every morning here at Worship, I invite you to take this as a 

chance to stop and truly hear that one necessary thing: Jesus Christ and His Word. 

 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
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what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you 
 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words:  

“The peace of the Lord.” 

 

+Service of the Word+ 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

904 BLESSED JESUS, AT YOUR WORD 

 

 



5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. 

unknown, alt.; Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Introit Psalm 119:57–60, 64; antiphon: v. 105 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

The Lord is my portion;  I promise to keep your words. 

I entreat your favor with all my heart;  

be gracious to me according to your promise. 

When I think on my ways, I turn my feet to your testimonies; 

I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments. 

The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your statutes! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescue us from whatever 

may hurt us. Teach us to love You above all things and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Genesis 18:1–14 
 1 The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 

door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and 

behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran 

from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O 

Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a 

little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 
5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that 

you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as 

you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, 

“Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham 

ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, 

who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had 

prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while 

they ate. 

 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the 

tent.” 10The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, 

and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door 
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behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way 

of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 

“After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD 

said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, 

now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time 

I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.”    

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 27; antiphon: v. 4 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I be afraid? 

2When evildoers assail me 

 to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes, 

 it is they who stumble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, 

 my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, 

 yet I will be confident. 

4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

 that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

 and to inquire in his temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high upon a rock. 

6And now my head shall be lifted up 

 above my enemies all around me, 
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 and I will offer in his tent 

 sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 

 be gracious to me and answer me! 
8You have said, “Seek my face.” 

My heart says to you, 

 “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 

 9Hide not your face from me. 

Turn not your servant away in anger, 

 O you who have been my help. 

Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

 O God of my salvation! 
10For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

 but the LORD will take me in. 

11Teach me your way, O LORD, 

 and lead me on a level path 

 because of my enemies. 
12Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; 

 for false witnesses have risen against me, 

 and they breathe out violence. 

13I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD 

 in the land of the living! 
14Wait for the LORD; 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

 wait for the LORD! 

 

EPISTLE Colossians 1:21–29 
 21You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he 

has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 

holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23if indeed you continue in 

the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you 

heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 

Paul, became a minister. 
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 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling 

up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the 

church, 25of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God 

that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the 

mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To 

them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches 

of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him 

we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 

we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all 

his energy that he powerfully works within me. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:38–42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman 

named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 40But Martha was 

distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you 

not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 
41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 

about many things, 42but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good 

portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



13 

 

Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
973 THY WORD IS A LAMP 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Amy Grant, 1960; Tune: Michael W. Smith, 1957 

Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
 
 

 
 
SERMON              Pastor Stephen Wareham 

 
Stand 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of 

the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all the saints here in Christ, that they may be presented to the Father 

as those whom Christ has made holy and righteous and fit for eternal life, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all pastors and those studying to be pastors, all deaconesses, 

missionaries, translators, teachers and those who work to bring God’s 

Word to His people, that their labors may be fruitful and their hearts 

faithful, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the young people of the LCMS as they gather in New Orleans, that 

their eyes may be fixed on Jesus, who endured the cross for them; that 
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they may have hope and discipline to run their course after Christ; and that 

they may return safely to their homes, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who make, judge and administer our laws, that they may know 

the ways of the Lord and follow them for the good of all people, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For the sick and those who suffer, the grieving and the dying, [especially 

_____________,] and those we name in our hearts, that they may rejoice 

in their sufferings for the sake of Christ and know healing and grace 

according to God’s will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P (Special Petitions) 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who join in the Supper of Christ’s body and blood this day, that 

they may treasure this precious gift as the good portion that is above all 

earthly things, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For faith to follow the example of those beloved saints who labored among 

us and now rest from their labors, that we, too, may seek out ways to serve 

our Master who so faithfully serves us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Almighty God, You have forgiven our sins and delivered us from death 

through our Lord, Jesus Christ. Continue to pour out Your mercy upon us, 

grant to us all good things needful to this body and life, and keep from us 

all things harmful. From You, through You and to You are all things, O 

Lord, holy Father, mighty God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with 

You and the Holy Spirit is one Lord, one God, now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 

  
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 

saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is 

truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh 

and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and 

rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and 

gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 

to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and 

His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 

for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come,  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 

537 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
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Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904; Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
576 MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt.; Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68; Text and tune: Public domain 
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971 THERE IS A REDEEMER 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Melody Green, 1946, alt.; Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

Stand 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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BENEDICTION LSB 166 

 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN 

976 GIVE ME JESUS 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: African American spiritual; Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:17-33; Colossians 2:6 – 19; Luke 11:1-13 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

July 20th: Elijah – Prophet 

July 21st: Ezekiel – Prophet 

July 22nd: Mary Magdalene – Apostle to the apostles, first witness of the Resurrection 

July 25th: St. James the Elder – Apostle  

July 26th: St. Joachim & Anne – Parents of the Virgin Mary  

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us.”                                                      Hebrews 12:1 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN 

TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor 

    6:00   Men’s Potluck Bible Study 
 

WED 11 – 3  Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 
     

THURS 9:00   LWML Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
 

SUN  9:00   Bible Study & Sunday School 

    10:30  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT              1 Kings 

19:18 “Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to 

Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” Elijah was so sure that he was right 

— that he was the only one left who had not gone after Baal. But he was too 

pessimistic; his faith in God was off-center. We can’t go by our own wisdom. We 

must trust the Lord and what He has revealed to us in His Word. Think about how 

this applies to our support of God’s work in the church with our offering. Take a 
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look in Luther’s Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to see what the Bible has to say 

about our giving. 

 
 

 

Scan the code and take a peek, 
Support the mission that we seek. 

Every dollar, every share, 
Shows our neighbors that we care! 
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