Wessiah utheran Church

VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

500 Baytree Road — messiahluth500@gmail.com
Office: 229-244-0143 Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336

Pastor Stephen Wareham
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19™, 2025
W O My ‘

“‘“"‘.\\ d L ‘ NN

\\\\\\../

\

N AR
| B
e

~l‘};\\\\'\‘\\ " ’ \b?

\N\N§

— \\\\\\\\\\ 3 5
— S \‘: e ST B

N <
-

> == =

Serve the Lovd with gladness!” Psalm 100:2
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WELCOME VISITORS!

We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as
the attendance sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let
us know how we can assist you in any way.

e RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex.

e QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a
children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12.

e QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship
Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir).

e INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to
all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this
meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit working through this
means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church.

e RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is
offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is
offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows
with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail rack. Children not yet
prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the
covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives
until the day of Jesus Christ.”

e OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4™ & 5" in the Pine Tree House.
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6™ — 12" in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.




NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
DIVINE SERVICE SETTING ONE

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through
worship, education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all.

AS WE GATHER

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
2 Timothy 4:7

These were Paul’s words to Timothy as Paul suffered in prison, his own death
approaching. He had spent his whole life struggling against the persecutions, heresy,
and violence of his day, as well as his own sin, but had endured, persistent until the
end in maintaining his own faith and in proclaiming that same faith in Jesus Christ to
everyone. What Paul accomplished we and all Christians should strive for, to have
struggled and endured, ran and persisted till the end, and, most of all, kept that great
gift of faith until it is time to go to our heavenly home.

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please)

+CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION+
Stand

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION
P) In the name of the Father and of the *« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
EXHORTATION LSB 151

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE:
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words:
“The peace of the Lord.”




+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

728 HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
5 “Through-out all their life - time My peo - ple will prove
) 4
o JE— | | | | |
b—F—F s— e e s Ry
e e . |
Is laid for your faith in His ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;
My  grace, all - suf - fi - cient, will be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - mnal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What more can He say than to you He has said
'l strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And  then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Who un to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
i nev e, no nev - er, no nev-er, for-sake!
Your  dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne”
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
P) Let us pray.

O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray
and have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may
direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere with
steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 32:22-30
Jacob Wrestles with God

2The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female
servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. *He took
them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 2*And
Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day.
2>When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 2Then he
said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go
unless you bless me.” ??And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said,
“Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel,
for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” *Then Jacob
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. **So Jacob called the name of the place
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been
delivered.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 121; antiphon: vv. 1-2
My Help Comes from the LORD

T lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
*My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
*Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

>The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
5The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth
and forevermore.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

Stand

“As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it *and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. '°All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, !"that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good work.

Preach the Word

'T charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: *preach the word;
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching. *For the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own passions, ‘and will turn away from listening to the
truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

2 T I Mo THY 4:72.
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ALLELUIAA AND VERSE LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8

Sit

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Parable of the Persistent Widow

![Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and
not lose heart. >He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor respected man. *And there was a widow in that city who kept coming
to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.” “For a while he
refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect
man, *yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that
she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”” ®And the Lord said, “Hear
what the unrighteous judge says. ’And will not God give justice to his elect, who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? *I tell you, he will give
justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on earth?”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE




729 | AM TRUSTING THEE, LORD JESUS
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1T am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet I bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim - son flood;
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing  Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
Trust -ing Thee to make me ho - ly By Thy blood.
Ev - 'ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.
VERSE 5
I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail.
VERSE 6
I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever And for all.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79; Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77; Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON Pastor Stephen Wareham

Stand

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.

12



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life *I- of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Jacob wrestled with You, O Lord, and would not depart without a
blessing. Grant us the blessing of Your grace and faith to hear and heed
the voice of Your Word. Give us patience, courage and endurance in time
of trial, that we may not despair when we suffer for the sake of the
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

@

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give faithfulness to pastors, that they may
bear witness to the appearing and kingdom of Christ, who will judge the
living and the dead. Instill in them patience and sober-mindedness, that
they may rebuke, reprove and exhort all sinners with sound teaching.
Grant preachers and hearers a fervent desire for the truth of Your Word,
that we may not be led astray by our passions. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

F®

Heavenly Father, guide and protect all families. Grant that husbands and
wives might live in faithfulness to each other. Bless mothers with child,
all children and all who bring children to Baptism and nurture them in the
faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

@

Holy One, bless Donald, our president; the Congress of these United
States; , our governor; and all elected and appointed
officials of government. Guide them to promote good and just laws for
the benefit of all people. Give them integrity, that they may serve the
highest good with their abilities. Bless those whose sacrificial service
regularly protects and defends us here and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

13
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OFFERING
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the
bulletin for details on donating through Zelle or Thrivent.

Almighty God, because You neither slumber nor sleep, deliver us from
evil. Especially we beg You to keep the lives of those who face sickness,
injuries and troubles [including /. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(Special Petitions)
hear our prayer.

Unworthy though we are, we come, O Lord, at Your own invitation.
Washed in the blood of the Lamb, we are the people of Your promise and
the sheep of Your own flock. Grant us to receive with faith and in
repentance the blessed food of Your Son’s body and blood, and bring this
Holy Communion to bear fruit in our lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, teach us to pray with persistence because You love us,
always provide for us and promise to give justice to Your elect who cry
out to You day and night. Grant us faith that wrestles with You but trusts
that You remain in control. Do not let us go until You have blessed us
with forgiveness, guidance and eternal life with Christ. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, as You have promised, keep safe our coming in and our
going out from this time forth and forevermore, for we pray in the name
of Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

14



OFFERTORY
955 LEAI' THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, And fill to the brim our
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+
PREFACE LSB 160
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P] The Lord be with you.
o) — | —
T
|
——
And al - so with you.
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P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and
His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

17



(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P] O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

PAX DOAAINI LSB 163

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
973 THY WORD IS A LAMP
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Thy Word is a lamp un-to my feet And a light wun-to my path.
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1 When I feel a - fraid, think I've lost my way,
21 will not for - get Your love for me, and yet My
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Still  You're there right be - side me. And
heart for - ev - er is wan - der - ing.
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noth - ing will I fear as long as You are near
Je - sus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; And
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Please be near me to the end.
1 will love _ You to the end

Text: Amy Grant, 1960; Tune: Michaé\ W. Smith, 1957;
Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972



578 THY STRONG WORD
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness; At Thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, Dark as
3 Thy strong Word be -speaks us righ - teous; Bright with
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speak - ing it was  done. For cre - at - ed
night and deep as death, Broke the light  of
Thine own ho - 1 - ness, Glo - rious now, we
forth in con - qu’ring might; From the cross for -
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light we thank Thee, While  Thine or - dered sea - sons run.
Thy sal - va - tion, Breathed Thine own life - breath-ing breath.
press toward glo - ry, And our lives our hopes con - fess.
ev - er beam - eth All Thy  bright re - deem - ing light.
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Al -1le - lu - ia, al - le - 1lIu - ial Praise to
Al -1le - lu - ia, al - le - lIu - ial Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia! Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia! Praise to
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Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - Iu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lIu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lIu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - Iu - ia,
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al -le - lu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - Iu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - Iu - ia! Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!



VERSE 5
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
VERSE 6
A God the Father, light-creator, to Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76; Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944;
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain

655 LORA), KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD
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1 Lord, keep us stead-fast in  Your  Word; Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
oW} . . .
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on earth) Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring  to naught all He has done.
we May sing  Your praise e - ter - nal - ly

strife lead us out of  death t ife.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
924 LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING
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1 Lord, dis-miss us with Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra-tion For Your Gos - pel’s
3 Sav - ior, when Your love shall call wus From our strug- gling
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joy and peace; Let wus each, Your Ilove pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall us,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem - ing grace. @) re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er
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o re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.; Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79;Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL

P} Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder
© 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Reformation Sunday
Revelation 14:6 — 7; Romans 3:19 — 28; John 8:31 — 36

SAINT DAYS. FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK
Thursday, October 23™: St. James of Jerusalem — Brother of Jesus & Martyr
Saturday, October 25": Dorcas (Tabitha), Lydia, & Phoebe — Faithful Women

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you."
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (ESV)
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the

race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1
T THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN *
TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor

11:45 Joyful Noise Luncheon (Wooden Nickel: Inner Perimeter)
5:30 Elders Meetings
6:00 Men’s Potluck Bible Study

6:00 *NEW** Women’s Potluck Bible Study
WED 11-3 Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry — VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
THURS 9-12 LWML Quilter’s Group with Devotional

5:30 Long—Range Planning Committee Meeting

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

“Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day has broken.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go
unless you bless me.’” Genesis 32:26
The great Lutheran musician J.S. Bach composed a beautiful motet using this verse. It is
the cry of true faith, much the same as Peter’s words: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). True faith clings to the Lord no matter the
struggle, no matter the “hard sayings” that the Lord speaks. True faith knows that God
means to bless us always.
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