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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com  
 

Sunday, September 14th, 2025 

 

 
 

“We have found the Messiah.”              John 1: 41b 
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WELCOME VISITORS! 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book located in the church entryway (Narthex) as well as 

the attendance sheet located in the red folder in each pew. Let us know how we 

may be of service to you in any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a 

children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12. 
 

• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship 

Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to 

all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this 

meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit working through this 

means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is 

offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is 

offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows 

with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail rack. Children not yet 

prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

 



3 

 

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Divine Service Setting One 

 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through 

worship, education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 

 
AS WE GATHER 

“For thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will 

seek them out.”       Ezekiel 34:11 

We all believe and confess that Jesus Christ is God. But consider the magnificence of 

this statement in Ezekiel. God Himself came to find us, His lost sheep. God, 

omnipotent creator and king of kings, came to us personally through His Son, Jesus. 

God was hungry and tired and thirsty. He was betrayed and mocked and put in chains. 

He suffered and died and descended into hell. God went through all the pain and 

difficulties in life that we go through, deserving none of them, all so that He, our 

Good Shepherd, could find and save US, His lost sheep. Thank God for the tender, 

loving care that He has shown us all. 

 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
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+Service of the Word+ 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

802 IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt.; Tune: Welsh; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

INTROIT Psalm 30:2–5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;  

O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 

O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life 

from among those who go down to the pit. 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. 
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For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;  

O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

 
KYRIE LSB 152 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
 

 P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. 

Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, 

rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–24 

The Lord GOD Will Seek Them Out 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep 

and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among 

his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue 

them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 

darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from 

the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on 

the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 

country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of 

Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, 

and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be 

the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the 

Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 

up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will 

destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
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 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between 

sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed 

on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your 

pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water 

with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, 

and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 

 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and 

shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them 

abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my 

servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:5–17 

 5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good 

conscience and a sincere faith. 6Certain persons, by swerving from these, have 

wandered away into vain discussion, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, 

without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which 

they make confident assertions. 

 8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding 

this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and 

disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those 

who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10the sexually immoral, 

men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else 

is contrary to sound doctrine, 11in accordance with the glorious gospel of the 

blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 

Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners 

 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 

judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a 

blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I 

had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 

me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy 
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and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as 

an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King 

of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners 

and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if 

he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and 

go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays 

it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 

my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 

no repentance. 
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The Parable of the Lost Coin 

 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light 

a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when 

she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 

with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is 

joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN 

 

 
VERSE 5 

The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace, 

    It is a Christ-like thing. 

VERSE 6 

And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97; Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON               Pastor Stephen Wareham 
 
Stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of 

the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

P Let us pray to the Lord, who in Christ will hear our prayers and, in His 

time, turn our mourning into dancing. 

Heavenly Father, heaven rejoices when a sinner repents. Guard us against 

self-righteousness that sees no need to hear of Christ and His redemption, 

and preserve us in Your Word and grace, that as Your people we might 

always be about the proclamation of repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins for the sake of Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You call pastors and set them to the task of shepherding 

Your people. Bless them in their work of providing Your gifts to those 
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You have gathered and as they seek those who have wandered away. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, look with favor on the households of this congregation, and grant 

that all may live in love that issues from a pure heart, a good conscience 

and a sincere faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P King of the ages, immortal and invisible, the only God, look in kindness 

upon all entrusted with public office in our land, and grant them wisdom 

and courage to serve our nation according to Your will. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, You promise to shepherd Your sheep for the sake of Jesus. 

According to Your Word, seek the lost, bring back the stray, bind up the 

injured and strengthen the weak. Have mercy [especially upon 

_____________ and] upon all who look to You for deliverance. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P (Special Petitions) 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P God of the ages, in the fullness of time Your Son became flesh, and He 

received sinners and ate with them on His way to the cross. Bless all 

those He feeds today with His own holy body and blood. Guard them 

from impenitence and resistance to Your promises, and with forgiveness 

grant them life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We recall with thanksgiving, O Lord, those who served You in days past 

and now rest from their labors, and we pray that You would keep us in 

fellowship with all Your saints. By this holy communion, give us grace to 

sustain us through the changes and chances of this mortal life, and keep 

us to that day when Christ shall call us unto Himself and we shall know 

Him face to face in the marriage supper of the Lamb that knows no end. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P  We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in 

Your great mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is 

worshiped together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the 

bulletin for details on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by 

His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.    

 Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 

to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and 

His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.”   

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 

for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
740 I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Tune: Choral-Buch;  Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig; Text and tune: Public domain 
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709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 

 

 
VERSE 5 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

VERSE 6 

And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77; Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
801 HOW GREAT THOU ART 
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Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989; Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 

Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 
Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
711 SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt,; Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68; Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder 
© 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 8:4 – 7; 1 Timothy 2:1 – 15; Luke 16:1 – 15  
 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Sunday, September 14th: Holy Cross Day 

Tuesday, September 16th: Cyprian of Carthage – Pastor & Martyr 
 

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (ESV) 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us.”                                                      Hebrews 12:1 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN 

TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor 

    11:45 “Joyful Noise” Luncheon - Olive Garden, St. Augustine Rd. 

    5:30  Church Elders Meeting 

    6:00  Men’s Potluck Bible Study 

THURS 9 - 12  LWML Quilter’s Group with Devotional 

    5:30 Church Long-Range Planning Committee Meeting 

SUN  9:00  Bible Study & Sunday School 

    10:30  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT              

“And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying,  

‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’”     Luke 15:2 

Thanks be to God: Jesus receives us sinners! What the Pharisees can’t understand, we 

praise with all our being. We give thanks for the grace of God, and we live by that grace. 

The more of it we receive, the more we will want to conform ourselves to the image of 

our generous and gracious Lord. Knowing the Lord and trusting Him come first, and the 

desire to imitate Him can’t help but follow. 


