MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

500 Baytree Road — messiahluth500@gmail.com

Office: 229-244-0143 Pastor’s Cell: 304-992-2365
Reverend Dr. Richard Lohmeyer
Intentional Interim Pastor
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WELCOME VISITORS!
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!
Please sign our Guest Book located in the church entryway (Narthex) as well as
the attendance sheet located in the red folder in each pew. Let us know how we
may be of service to you in any way.

e RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex.

e QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a
children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12.

e QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the
Fellowship Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir).

e INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered
to all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in
this meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit
working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and
His Church.

e RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread.
Wine is offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter
color) is offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion
Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail rack.
Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that,
living in the covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may
lead godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ.”

e OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4" & 5" in the Pine Tree House.
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6" — 12" in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
DIVINE SERVICE SETTING ONE

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through
worship, education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all.
AS WE GATHER

In the First lesson and the Gospel lesson, there is a telling sign that we are
beginning to bring the Easter season to a conclusion in a few weeks. That sigh is
the activity of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church and our lives. All of this
activity is a reminder that today, as well, the Spirit is alive and active at Messiah
and in our lives. Do you see it? Can you feel it?

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please)

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION+
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
INVOCATION

P} Inthe name of the Father and of the -1~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
EXHORTATION LSB 151
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151
P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P} The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you

Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: “The
peace of the Lord.”

R EV EL ATI ON 2 1 : 5
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+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

ENTRANCE HYMN
803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful we a - dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re - flect Thy rays,
A 3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
)4 . . .
o { } I | [ A I
—ﬂ\—l'—'—;ﬁw ! ! m— :Q—P—QI ! ! “_‘_tf;ﬁﬂ_—el:
Q) I | ' ' I I
Hearts un-fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen - ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv-ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in-her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, alt.; Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867
Text and tune: Public domain
INTROIT Psalm 98:2—-6; antiphon: v. 1

(P) Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LorD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;



break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!

With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King,
the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

KYRIE LSB 152
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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(A]  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

—

D>

T e i o — ! I
|
.J —— S—
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
o |
{e>—— ——
(A]  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
0
Ay
O _—
let uws pray to the Lord.
o) — I | [—
o | I | } I {
— T

Lord, have mer - cy.

7.
% o | r - oo |

b
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155
A 4 Refrain — | —
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
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SALUTAA’ION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P The Lord be with you.
%n ] [
by . |
D e 7 = . I

And al - so with you.

(PJLet us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that
we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise,
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where
true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

_l‘? S \‘
GIESEE |
g o
A - men
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT Acts 11:1-18

'Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that
the Gentiles also had received the word of God. ?So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3*“You went to
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” “But Peter began and explained it to
them in order: °“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a
vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven
by its four corners, and it came down to me. 8Looking at it closely, | observed
animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. “And | heard a
voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” ®But I said, ‘By no means,
Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” °But the
voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do
not call common.’ 1°This happened three times, and all was drawn up again
into heaven. *And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the
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house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. >And the Spirit told me
to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house. 3And he told us how he had seen the
angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is
called Peter; **he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved,
you and all your household.” ©As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on
them just as on us at the beginning. ®And | remembered the word of the
Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.” 1If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could stand in
God’s way?” ¥When they heard these things they fell silent. And they
glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance
that leads to life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Revelation 21:1-7

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.”

SAnd he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.” ®And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment. "The one who conquers will have this heritage,
and I will be his God and he will be my son.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

ALLELUfI)A VERSE LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL John 16:12-22

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

12[Jesus said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. 3When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. **He will glorify
me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. *°All that the Father has
is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

16«A Tittle while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while,
and you will see me.” 1'So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is
this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a
little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”
1830 they were saying, “What does he mean by “a little while’? We do not
know what he is talking about.” ®Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so
he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what | meant by
saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you
will see me’? 2°Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the
world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.
2\When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come,
but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for
joy that a human being has been born into the world. ?2So also you have
sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy from you.”

[P)  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy lov - ing Spir - it In - to
3 Come, Al - might - vy, to de - liv - er; Let us
4 Fin - ish then Thy new cre - a - tion, Pure and
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heav’'n, to earth come down! Fix in us Thy
ev - 'ty trou - bled breast; Let us all in
all Thy life re - ceive; Sud - den - ly re -
spot - less let us be; Let us see Thy
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hum - ble dwell-ing, All Thy faith - ful mer - cies crown.
Thee in - her - it; Let us find Thy prom - ised rest.
tarn, and nev - er, Nev - er - more Thy tem - ples leave.
great sal - va - tion Per - fect - ly re - stored in Thee,
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Je - sus, Thou art all com - pas - sion, Pure, un -
Take a - way the love of sin - ning; Al - pha
Thee we would be al - ways Dbless - ing, Serve Thee
Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry, Til in
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bound - ed love Thou art; Vis - it us with
and O - me - ga be; End of faith, as
as Thy hosts a - bove, Pray and praise  Thee
heav’n  we take our place, Till we cast our
b ) ST (o o ® 8 , 1| 1 1
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Thy sal - va - tion, En - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, Set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, Glo - ry in Thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore  Thee, Lost in  won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88; Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON “God’s in Charge”
Reverend Dr. Richard Lohmeyer
Stand

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all thatis, seen and unseen.

| believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. | acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. |
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(P] In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For calm hearts and strong faith in the midst of our sorrows, that we who
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord would trust in the promise of our own
resurrection, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For faithful pastors who will teach us God’s Word, devoted church workers
who will serve us in His name, and those now preparing for church work
vocations, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all mothers with child and those with young children, that God would
bless them in their trials; and that He would bless His Holy Church, the
mother of all the children of God, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our president, our governor, the Congress and legislature, judges and
magistrates, and those in the armed forces, that the Lord would guide them
to serve according to His will and for the common good of all, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [ and all] those now in tribulation, that God, who will
at last banish all sorrow, sin, and death, would increase their faith and see
them through their trials, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(Special Petitions)
Lord, have mercy.

For those who prepare to receive with faith and thanksgiving Christ’s flesh
for the life of the world and His blood that cleanses us from sin, that He
would unite us to believe and confess one faith and bring us to that day
when we shall be one people together at His table, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death
of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His
victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension
before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us
together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all
glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
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OFFERING
Stand
OFFERTORY
955 - LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010; Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+

PREFAC LSB 160
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@] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.
And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He
has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us
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everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUnS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P)

@

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the New Testament in My *} blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body
and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.




PAX DOMINI
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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AGNUS A)EI LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
980 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

Refrain
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Je - su, Je - su, Fill us with Your love, Show
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us how to serve The neigh-bors we have from You.
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1 Kneels at the feet of His friends, Si - lent-ly wash-es their
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, Var - ied in col - or and
3 These are the ones we will serve; These are the ones we will
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, Si - lent-ly wash-ing their
A u Refrain
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feet, Mas - ter who pours out Him - self for them.
race; Neigh-bors are near - by and far a - way.
love; All  these are neigh-bors to us and You.
feet: This is the way we will live with  You.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Tune: Ghanaian; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1925-2000
Text and tune: © 1969, revised 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972




644 The Church’s One Foundation sts. 1-5
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1 The Church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
S Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
04 . .
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
Oy . .
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
6] bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76
Text and tune: Public domain
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722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, 1 need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro-tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways  near.
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor I go a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, 1 fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
Tune: Public domain
Sit
PosT-COMMUNION CANTICLE
THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDI%TION LSB 166
N
D o e

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref-6
Refrain
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Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro-claim Till
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all the world a - dore His sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ¢ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
A . Refrain
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Our  king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu’ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.

Verse 5

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

Verse 6

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.; Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
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DISMISSAL

P} Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27; John 16:23-22

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK
May 21 - Emperor Constantine - Christian Ruler
May 21 - Helena,- Mother of Constantine

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us. “Hebrews 12:1

Serving this week (18™): Serving NEXT week (25™):

OFFICIANT Rev. Dr. Richard OFFICIANT Rev. Dr. Richard
Lohmeyer Lohmeyer
LECTOR Bob Gordon LECTOR Laura Pellicone
COMM. ASST. Larry Lorden COMM. ASST. Mike DiMarco
ALTAR CARE Donna Berg ALTAR CARE Beth Bush
ACOLYTE Deb Gordon ACOLYTE Don Brugel
GREETER Marcia Lorden GREETER Kelly Berg
USHER 1 Lisa Hill USHER 1 Bo Miller
USHER 2 Carol Walters USHER 2 Don Brugel
ELDER Charlie Francis ELDER Paul Hill
ORGAN/PIANO Kay Vincent ORGAN/PIANO Kay Vincent
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN
TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor: “The Parables of Jesus”
6:00 Men’s Potluck Bible Study




WED 11:45  Joyful Noise Luncheon at 306 Patterson
5:30 Elder’s Meeting

THURS 9:00 Quilting Group with Devotions & Lunch
6:00 Messiah Singers Practice

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change.” The thought James captures here is repeated over and over again in the
Bible. Everything good we have is from God. He loves to give. He loves to bless.
He loves to show us his generosity time and again. And He desires that we grow
into His image and reflect His love. That is why God wants us to give to the
ministry of His church. God can do anything He wants to without our help. But He
commands us to give so that we will grow in our imitation of His own generosity.

A little scan is all it takes,
To help us serve for goodness’ sake!
Click the code and lend a hand,
Together, we can make a stand!

Give Online to Messiah!
Scan code with your
phone & follow
directions.
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