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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

  

500 Baytree Road – MessiahLuth500@gmail.com 
Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 

 

www.messiahlutheranvld.com 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, March 8th, 2026 

 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  
Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 
sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 
any way. 
 

 RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

 QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-
6 and ages 7-12. 
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 QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 
accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 
prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 
Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 
Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

 RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 
Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 
receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 
rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 
covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 

 OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 
service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 “Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. Do you not 
say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the 
fields are white for harvest.”  
          John 4:34-35 

True nourishment is to do the will of the Father and carry out His work. Christ calls us to see the fields of 
the earth as ripe for harvest, carrying out His mission with renewed vision, joyful obedience, and a heart 
ready to labor for the souls God is drawing to Himself. 
 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 
Stand 

 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 
ENTRANCE HYMN 
648 GLORIOUS THINGS OF YOU ARE SPOKEN 
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Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; Tune: Franz Joseph Haydn, 1732–1809; Text and tune: Public domain 

KYRIE LSB 168 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P  Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 
fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
Sit 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1–7 

 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, 
according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 
for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 
3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, 
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with 
thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some 
of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and 
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the 
quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Romans 5:1–8 
   1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

   6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 
die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
 

VERSE LSB 173 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       John 4:5–26 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting 
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
  7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water 
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our 
father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 
13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
  16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers 
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worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am he.” 

 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   
 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
437 ALAS! AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON           PASTOR STEPHEN WAREHAM 
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

  I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin 
Mary and was made man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T 
of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
Lord of hosts, Your ancient people worshiped You in Jerusalem, and in Christ You are now 
worshiped among all nations. Grant us faithful hearts to worship in spirit and truth, that many 
would come to know You in Your Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P O God, You led Your ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Lead us through the 

wilderness of this world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would be refreshed by the 
living water flowing from the stricken side of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P Lord of all, You bestow Your riches on all who call upon You. Bless parents with all wisdom 

as they teach their children Your ways, that all in the household may confess with their mouths 
that Jesus is Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P Heavenly Father, preserve our nation, and prosper the cause of justice in this land. Guide and 

grant Your wisdom to Donald, our president; the Congress of the United States; Brian Kemp, 
our governor; and all elected and appointed civil servants. Grant us peace among the nations, 
and watch over those who protect us in the armed forces of our land. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
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P O great Physician of body and soul, by Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in 
sorrow or need, sickness or adversity [especially _____________]. Hold them all in Your 
almighty hands and bring them consolation. Heal them according to Your gracious will, and 
give us all grace to accept and bear our crosses with faith in You, that we would always be 
prepared to depart this life in faith and come to Your heavenly home. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P Merciful God, grant us safe haven at Your altar, that we who bear the weight of this world and 

its sorrows would always long for Your courts and the blessings You have prepared for those 
who sing Your praise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P Almighty Lord, to You all hearts are open and all sins are known. Strengthen our hearts by 

Your grace, that we who daily sin much would make confession boldly and then joyfully 
receive Your precious word of absolution. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P These and whatever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake 

of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 
on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 

 

Stand 

 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 
PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 
hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
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repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 
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Sit 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
720 WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt.; Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950; Text: Public domain Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Permission: LSB Hymn Lic no. 110000972 
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763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt.; Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

642 O LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN 
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Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                    
NUNC DIMITTIS                      LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
918 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91;  

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932; Text and tune: Public domain 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
As there are no saints, feasts, or commemorations to observe this week, remember rest in God’s grace and 

reflect His kindness wherever you go. 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 42:14 – 21; Ephesians 5:8 – 14; John 9:1 – 41 

 

✝ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝ 
MON 6:00 Church Council Meeting 
TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor 
WED  11 – 2 Food Pantry – VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS NEEDED! 
    Noon Lenten Midweek Service 
    6:00 Lenten Meal 
    7:00 PM Lenten Midweek Service  
THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional  
    

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT             “But the people 
thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us up out of 
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Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?’”        
   Exodus 17:3 
Even the Israelites, who saw miracles with their own eyes, fell into unbelief and fear. From this distance we can 
see how foolish their worry is. How foolish will our worries appear from the distance of eternity? The Lord 
cared for them, and He will care for us. 


