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WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book located in the church entryway (Narthex) as well as the attendance sheet 

located in the red folder in each pew. Let us know how we may be of service to you in any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for 

ages 3-6 and ages 7-12. 
 

• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 

accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 

prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 
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Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of 

the Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His 

Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 

Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 

receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the 

communion rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, 

living in the covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until 

the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

 

 

Ascension of our Lord 

Service of Prayer and Preaching 

 
The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 

service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 

 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING VERSICLES 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.   

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 

wicked. 
 

L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 
 

L Sanctify us in Your truth. 
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C Your Word is truth.   

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.   

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

+Service of the Word+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Acts 1:1–11 

L A reading from Acts, the first chapter. 
 

  1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until 

the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 

has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 

two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.”   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

READING  Psalm 133 

1Behold, how good and pleasant it is 

 when brothers dwell in unity! 
2It is like the precious oil on the head, 

 running down on the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

 running down on the collar of his robes! 
3It is like the dew of Hermon, 

 which falls on the mountains of Zion! 

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 

 life forevermore. 
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EPISTLE Ephesians 4:1–7, 17–32; 5:15–21 
 1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 

in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one 

Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was 

given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

 17Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the 

futility of their minds. 18They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19They have become callous 

and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20But that 

is not the way you learned Christ!— 21assuming that you have heard about him and were taught 

in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of 

life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24and 

to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 25Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, 

for we are members one of another. 26Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, 27and give no opportunity to the devil. 28Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him 

labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone 

in need. 29Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building 

up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy 

Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath 

and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one 

another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best use of the 

time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 

Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
19addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to 

the Lord with all your heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 

seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 

talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of 

that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he 

found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 

choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
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‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he 

should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 

heart.” 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
RESPONSORY 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

 

SERMON (Text Psalm 133)                         “The Beauty of Harmony” 

         Reverend Dr. Richard Lohmeyer 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation 

of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 

those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P (Special Petitions) 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Sit 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

 Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. 

Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for 

this holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled 

because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and 

thirst for righteousness. 
  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, 

from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has 

had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole 

will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 

deserve. 
  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy 

living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that 

I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your 

iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of 
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sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting 

salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 
  

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and 

promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
  

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered 

for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we 

take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as 

He has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this 

one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many 

grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in 

Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
  

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 

accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the sake 

of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 
  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you 

is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: “The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.   

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

Sit 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.                                              
”Hebrews 12:1 
 

 

Thank you for joining us! 
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