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We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!
Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in
any way.

o RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex.

e QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-
6 and ages 7-12.
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e QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the
accordion doors behind the choir).

e INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and
prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his
Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the
Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church.

e RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the
Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to
receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion
rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus
Christ.”

e OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4™ & 5 in the Pine Tree House.
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6™ — 12" in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
DIVINE SERVICE SETTING TWO

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and
service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all.

AS WE GATHER
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” John 14:18

Jesus reassures us that we will not be left alone; though the world does not see him, we see him through his
gift to us and all believers of the Holy Spirit, who has come and dwells within us and guides us. We are
never without our Lord and Savior, without our Father, because His Spirit resides in us always!

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please)

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION+
Stand

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
EXHORTATION LSB 151

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151
(P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SHARING PEACE:
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words:
“The peace of the Lord.”

+SERVICE OF THE WORD+
ENTRANCE HYMN
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KYRIE LSB 168
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Sit

(P)
(P)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without
consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live
and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Acts 17:16-31

16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw
that the city was full of idols. '7So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. '®Some of the
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this
babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because
he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. '?’And they took hold of him and brought him to
the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? *°For
you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things
mean.” >'Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in
nothing except telling or hearing something new.

22S0 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in
every way you are very religious. »For as I passed along and observed the objects of your
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. **The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, **nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and
breath and everything. 2°And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the
face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling
place, ?’that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and
find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, **for



EPISTLE

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

2Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. **The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, *'because he has fixed a
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 3:13-22

3 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? '“But even if you
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, "but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; '®yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. "For it is better to suffer for doing
good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

8For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, ’in which he went and
proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 2°because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were brought safely through water. 2'Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves
you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, ?who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173
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(P)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

B[ Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '®And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, "even the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,
for he dwells with you and will be in you.
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3¢ will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. *Yet a little while and the world will
see me no more, but you will see me. Because 1 live, you also will live. *°In that day you will
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. >!Whoever has my commandments
and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I
will love him and manifest myself to him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

P
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON PASTOR GARY SIEFERT

Stand

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

BN



I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made
man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life -1 of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
O Lord, You give us life in Christ. Grant that, having been strengthened by Your gifts, we may
gladly tell others of the hope that we have in You. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord God, let Your Spirit be at work through Matthew, our Synod president; James Rockey,
our district president; Bert Matlock, our circuit visitor; and our pastors, that as they proclaim
Your Word, He may teach us all things and bring to remembrance all Your Son has said to us.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord of heaven and earth, You have given the Spirit of truth to dwell in us through Holy
Baptism. Grant Your Spirit’s steadfast guidance, that the feet of this congregation and its
catechumens may not slip into sin and unbelief, but live always in praise of You before the
world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son in His incarnation took on our human flesh and was born of the
Virgin Mary. He submitted to His mother, honoring and obeying her, so fulfilling the
commandment where we have not. On this Mother’s Day, graciously accept our thanksgiving
for our mothers, whom You have given to us. Teach us to honor them aright — loving, obeying
and giving thanks for them, as is fitting in Your sight. Strengthen all women with child, and
give them safe delivery. Comfort all women who long to have children but cannot, that they
may find their consolation in You and Your unfailing love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You made from one man all the nations of the earth, and still You sustain us.
Grant good leaders in every land who will seek peace and serve justice. Frustrate the causes of
evil, violence and oppression. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listening Lord, You always wait upon the prayers of Your people and attend to their cries.
Inspire us to pray in all seasons of life and through all trials, giving us faith in Your promise to
answer us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Lord, we give You thanks for the salvation and life You give us through Christ Jesus. You
do not leave Your people as orphans but strengthen the penitent with the body and blood of
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Your Son. Help us to receive what You offer here for our good, that this Holy Communion
may strengthen our faith and equip us for Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy for the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
OFFERING
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details
on donating through Zelle or Thrivent.
Stand
OFFERTORY
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+
PREFACE LSB 177
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise
You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death,
and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene,
Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 178
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178
P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P)

F@F

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD'S PRAYER

PAX DOMINI

()

AGNUS DEI

Sit

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

LSB 180
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
LSB 180
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11



DISTRIBUTION
469 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day!” Saints on earth and an - gels say;

2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;

3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a-gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?

| 108
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply.
Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is oer, Lo! He sets in blood no more.
Death in vain for-bids His  rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once He died our souls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?
VERSE 5

Soar we now where Christ has led;
Foll’wing our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
VERSE 6
Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.; Tune: French, 13th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - vil things He

Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the Ilov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - vy arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve  them  pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958; Tune: Lofs&nger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden; Text: Public domain; Tune: Public domain

605 FATHER WELCOMES
Refrain
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Fa - ther wel-comes all  His chil-dren To His fam -'ly
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through His Son. Fa - ther giv - ing His sal - va - tion,
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Life for - ev - er has been won.
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1 Lit - tle chil-dren, come to Me, For My king - dom
2 In the wa - ter, in the Word, In His prom - ise,
3 Let us dai - ly die to  sin; Let us dai - ly
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18 of these. Life and__ love 1 have to give,
be  as - sured: Those who are bap -tized and be - lieve
rise with Him, Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,
A . p— Refrain
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Mer - ¢y for your sin.
Shall be born a - gain.
Live in the peace of God.

Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949; Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
THANK TfI’-IE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 183
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

645 BUILT ON TAHE ROCK sts. 14
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
2 Sure - ly in tem - ples made with hands God, the Most
3 We are God’s house of liv - ing stones, Built for His
4 Here stands the font be - fore our eyes, Tell - ing how
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stee - ples are fall - ing. Crum - bled have spires in
High, is not dwell - ing; High a - bove earth His
own hab - i - ta - tion. He through bap - tis - mal
God has re - ceived us. Theal - tar  re - calls Christ’s
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ev - ’ry land; Bells  still are chim - ing and call -
tem - ple stands, All earth - ly tem - ples ex - cel -
grace us owns Heirs of His won-drous sal - va -
sac - r1i - fice And what His Sup - per here gives
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ing, Call - ing the young and old to rest,
ling. Yet He who dwells in heav’'n a - bove
tion. Were we  but two His name to tell,
us. Here sound the  Scrip - tures that pro - claim
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But a - bove all the souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the same,
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - vor.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.; Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87; Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL

(P} Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

SAINT DAYS. FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK
Monday, May 11%: Cyril & Methodius — Missionaries to the Slavs
Thursday, May 14™: The Ascension of Our Lord

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:12 -26; 1 Peter 4:12 - 19, 5:6 —11; John 17:1 — 11

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1

1 THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN t

MON 6:00 Church Council Meeting
TUES 6:00 Ladies Potluck Bible Study
THURS 9-12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional

15



With just one scan, you’re on your way,
To help us grow and help us pray.
Your gift today will bless us all,
Together we’ll answer God’s call.

Give Online to Messiah!

Scan code with your

phone & follow ll
directions. e e
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