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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, September 6th, 2026 

 

Colored by Beth B. 

“We have found the Messiah”                 John 1: 41b 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 

any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
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• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-

6 and ages 7-12. 
 

• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 

accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 

prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 

Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 

Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 

receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 

rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost   

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 

service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
“2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn 

and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child 

is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”                             Matthew 

18:2-4 

We don't usually consider being "like children" to be a good thing, but here our Lord Jesus does. Why? 

Because of the faith and the trust they unequivocally have in their parents. Jesus wants us to believe and trust in 

him, believe and trust in our Father, in that same way. May we all be blessed with the spirit of children in our 

relationship with our Heavenly Father! 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 
ENTRANCE HYMN 
686 COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING 
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt.; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

KYRIE LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS             LSB 170 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy 

inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful 

guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked 

one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that 

wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you 

warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die 

in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 

 A     This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the 

authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For 

rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in 

authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for 

your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 

servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one 

must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For 

the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
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very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 

revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say 

to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of 

these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone 

fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe 

to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, 

cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 

hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it 

out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 

thrown into the hell of fire. 

 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 

angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save 

the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, 

does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went 

astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-

nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of 

these little ones should perish. 

 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If 

he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two 

others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even 

to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
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heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 

done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them.”   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   

 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

578 THY STRONG WORD 
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VERSE 5 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 

VERSE 6 

D God the Father, light-creator, to Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76; Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON                   REV. GARY SIEFERT 
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 

man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.  

Blessed Lord, You have promised that where two or three are gathered in Your name, You are in 

the midst of them. Hear the prayers of Your people, and grant our supplications. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P O God, grant courage to Your Church, that by our warning and witness sinners may come to 

repentance with faith, and so enjoy the forgiveness of their sins. Give Your people wisdom and 

strength by Your Spirit, that they may be steadfast and immovable in Your truth. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 



9 

 

C hear our prayer.  

P Gracious Father, we pray for all the little ones who believe in You. Keep them from sin. Through 

their parents, pastors and teachers, teach them Your truth and Your ways so they may grow up 

trusting Christ’s forgiveness and living as Your children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Almighty God, You alone institute authority. Govern our lawmakers and rulers, that they may bear 

the sword as Your servants and according to Your command. Bless them with peaceable 

governance, that under them we may be guarded and directed in righteousness, quietness and unity. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Merciful Lord, look with compassion upon those who are struggling with illness, grief, loneliness 

or any malady. Reassure them of Your love, which is like that of the shepherd who seeks and saves 

the one lost sheep. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Gracious God, grant that we would receive Christ’s body and blood with childlike faith. Let us 

humbly trust that Your forgiveness is poured out for us in this Sacrament. May it strengthen us in 

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P O almighty God, we confess that we are poor sinners and could not give an answer if You should 

contend with us. Yet do we thank You with all our hearts that You have taken our guilt from us and 

laid it upon Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, who has atoned for it. Graciously sustain us in this faith. 

Govern us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may live according to Your will in love and service to our 

neighbors. Do not let us give way to wrath or revenge, and so incur Your wrath, but let us always 

find in You a gracious Father; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 

on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for 

His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto 

death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given 

us life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 

is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 
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Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
605 FATHER WELCOMES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 

Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 

 

 
VERSE 5 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

VERSE 6 

And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77; Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE 
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Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt.; Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
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965 GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt.; Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1740, London; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia 

Publishing House. 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
While there are no saint, feast, or commemoration days to note this week,  

rest in God’s grace and reflect His kindness wherever you go. 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Genesis 50:15 – 21; Romans 14:1 – 12; Matthew 18:21 – 35 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”    

       Hebrews 12:1 
 

 

✝️ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝️ 

TUES 10:00  NO – ‘Tuesdays with the Pastor’ Bible Study 

    6:00 Ladies Potluck Bible Studies – Separate Studies 

      NO – Men’s Potluck Bible Study 

WED 11 – 2  Food Pantry – Donations and volunteers NEEDED! 

THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

💰 TODAY IS LOOSE CHANGE SUNDAY! 💰  

Give a little to change a lot,  

Your kindness counts, no matter what! 

Thank you for sharing from the heart!❤️  
 

NEXT SUNDAY IS MITE BOX SUNDAY! 
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Next Sunday is Mite Box Sunday—prepare the way, 

Bring your small gifts to share and pray. 

What seems like little in your hand, 

God uses for His greater plan. 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 18:4 
             

What does it mean to have childlike faith? Certainly, Jesus does not want us to have a faith that is childish — 

we are not called to ignorance or silliness. Rather, we are called to trust the way a child trusts: with complete 

confidence in the Father. We show that confidence in our lives when we follow His directives for our life. 

Father knows best, so we’ll take His advice! 
 

 
 

 
 

Scan the code, it’s quick and bright, 
Your support makes our future light. 

A little gift goes far, you see, 
Changing lives in unity. 
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