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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, August 2nd, 2026 

 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 
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We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as 

the attendance sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let 

us know how we can assist you in any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a 

children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12. 
 

• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship 

Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to 

all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this 

meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit working through this 

means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is 

offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is 

offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows 

with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail rack. Children not yet 

prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
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The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost   

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, 

education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 
 

AS WE GATHER 

16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”             

                    Matthew 14:16 

God promises to always provide for His Children, just as he does here in our Gospel 

lesson. But He wants us to be a part of His work, asking us to be the ones who feed and 

care for them. When we listen to God, we get to be the agents by whom God gives all His 

great blessings, physical and spiritual, to His children. What a blessing! 
 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
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lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
684 COME UNTO ME, YE WEARY 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt.; Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857; Text and tune: Public domain 
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KYRIE LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS             LSB 170 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 

we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 

serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:1–5 

The Compassion of the LORD 

 1“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 

money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 
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labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat 

what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I 

will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 

David. 
 4Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander 

for the peoples. 
 5Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that 

did not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and of 

the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 9:1–13 

 1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears 

me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2that I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut 

off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the 

flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 

covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5To them 

belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the 

Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

 6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 

descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7and not all are children of 

Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your 

offspring be named.” 8This means that it is not the children of the flesh 

who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted 

as offspring. 9For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year 

I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” 10And not only so, but also when 

Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 
11though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or 

bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because 

of works but because of his call— 12she was told, “The older will serve 

the younger.” 13As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:13–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.   

 13Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard 

it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore he 

saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
15Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is 

a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go 

into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16But Jesus said, “They 

need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They said to him, 

“We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring 

them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, 

and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and 

said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, 

and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and were 

satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left 

over. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 

and children. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

642 O LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius;  

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON           PASTOR STEPHEN WAREHAM 
 

Stand 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary 

and was made man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy, 

catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.  

 Gracious Lord, You have made us children of the promise on account of 

Your Son. Let Your promises continue to go to the ends of the earth, and 

incline the ears of all to You, that their souls may live. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P You call us to come to You and be satisfied, O Lord. Bless pastors, 

church workers and all the baptized, that their service to You may be 

faithful and fruitful. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P Almighty God, Your Son miraculously fed the 5,000 and satisfied 

them. We thank You for all You provide to support our bodies and 

lives, especially our homes and families. Make us content with 

what You give, that we may not covet or turn elsewhere for what 
comes from Your hand alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 
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C hear our prayer.  
P Father, daily You bless us with abundance and freedom. Bless those 

who defend us from our enemies, who serve us in government and 

who protect us in our communities. Be with our president, 
Congress, governor, and our judges and magistrates, that they may 

discern the right path and lead us with honor and integrity. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P O Lord, visit us in Your compassion. Deliver the sick from their 

infirmity, the troubled from their afflictions, the grieving from their 
sorrow and the dying from their fear. May all who cry to You 

receive grace according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
P Heavenly Father, as Your Son fed the crowd with bread and meat, 

so also today He feeds us His body and blood. Let us receive these 

worthily, trusting in Your promise of forgiveness, that we may be 

strengthened in faith toward You and in love toward others. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
P O God, Your steadfast love and mercy are forever, but our faith is 

daily tested and tempted. Give us strength and endurance, that we 

may not despair but have confidence in Your sufficient grace 

within Your Word and Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You 

alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of 

the bulletin for details on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
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Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 

humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient 

unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us 

from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 

for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 
633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 

 

 

 
VERSE 5 

Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. Alleluia! 
VERSE 6 

Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. Alleluia! 
VERSE 7 

Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia! 
VERSE 8 

D Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt.; ;Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice; Text and tune: Public domain 
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641 YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97; Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922–96 

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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806 GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952; Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 



20 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
648 GLORIOUS THINGS OF YOU ARE SPOKEN 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; Tune: Franz Joseph Haydn, 1732–1809; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder 
© 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Monday, August 3rd: Joanna, Mary, & Salome – Myrrhbearers 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Job 38:4 – 18; Romans 10:5 – 17; Matthew 14:22 – 33 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”  

Hebrews 12:1 
 

✝️ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝️ 

TUES 10:00  ‘Tuesdays with the Pastor’ Bible Study 

    3:00 LWML Meeting 

    6:00 Mens & Ladies Potluck Bible Studies – Separate Studies 

THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
 

 
 

A simple scan, a faithful deed, 
Helping us meet each growing need. 

Every gift, both great and small, 
Shares Christ's love with one and all. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – SUNDAY, AUGUST 30th 

 Please plan to join us immediately following the service on Sunday, August 30th, 

2026, for a congregational meeting to review and vote on the proposed budget. 
 

 Copies of the proposed budget are available for pickup at the worship entrances 

for your review. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
 

💰TODAY IS LOOSE CHANGE SUNDAY! 💰 

Search the cushions, search the seat, 

Your extra change makes giving sweet! 

Pennies, dimes, and quarters too, 

Can do great things when shared by you! 

Thank you for giving cheerfully! ❤️ 

 
 

MITE BOX SUNDAY IS NEXT WEEK! 

It's time once more, 

To share God's love with less and more. 
 

Each little gift, both great and small, 

Helps spread His grace and bless us all. 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministries of 

Messiah through your Mite Box gifts! 

 
 

LWML MEETING – TUESDAY, AUGUST 4th 

  The next LWML meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 4th, at 3:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All women of Messiah are warmly invited to 

join us for fellowship, Bible study, and light refreshments.  

  During the meeting, we will discuss preparations for our Christmas Bazaar 

& Bake Sale, scheduled for Saturday, November 7. We welcome Messiah 

members to donate their handcrafted items and homemade baked goods for 

the sale. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 


