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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, June 7th, 2026 

 

 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 

any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-

6 and ages 7-12. 
 

mailto:messiahluth500@gmail.com
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• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 

accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 

prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 

Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 

Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 

receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 

rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
The Second Sunday After Pentecost   

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 

service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 
 

AS WE GATHER 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.” 

                   Matthew 9:12b  

Jesus, in his calling of Matthew, a hated tax collector, shows us his Spirit, a Spirit of Grace, Mercy, and 

Love. Jesus isn’t here for the perfect, but the sinners, the broken people who see and realize their need for a 

Savior who forgives. He’s here for US. 
 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 
ENTRANCE HYMN 
803 JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt.; Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

KYRIE LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS             LSB 170 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost. 

Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we 
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may feast with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Hosea 5:15—6:6 

  15I will return again to my place, until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, and in 

their distress earnestly seek me. 

  1“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us 

down, and he will bind us up. 
  2After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live 

before him. 
  3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will 

come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
  4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like 

a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away. 
  5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth, 

and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
  6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt 

offerings. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 4:13–25 

 13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law 

who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but 

where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 

shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 

the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18In hope he believed against 

hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as 

good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness 

of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 

strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able to do what he 

had promised.  22That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the 

words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be 

counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was 

delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 
 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he 

said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to 

his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he 

heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

728 HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 
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Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.; Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON               PASTOR RICHARD BOYD 
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 

man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

O Lord, You strike down and You heal. Though we justly deserve Your wrath for our sin, 

revive us and raise us up, that we may live before You forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Gracious God, Your Son called Matthew from his tax booth to be an apostle who proclaimed 

salvation. Continue to call men into Your Holy Ministry, and endow them with every good gift 

to proclaim Your Word and administer Your Sacraments in righteousness. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Father in heaven, by Your grace Abraham did not weaken in faith but trusted Your promises. 

Strengthen parents to persist in their callings and train their children in Your Word and ways. 

Defend them from discouragement and apathy, and convince them that You are able to do what 

You have promised. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Creator of all things, You call into existence what does not exist and govern it for good. 

Remember those You have given authority among the nations, that the laws they administer 

might reflect Your order and maintain peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Gracious Lord, You are the great Physician of both body and soul. Look with compassion on 

those who are suffering from illness. If it be Your will, give them a full restoration to health 

and strength. In the midst of these difficulties, O Lord, keep them firm in their faith and trust, 

that they might never doubt Your presence and love for them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Righteous God, since Your Son was handed over for our trespasses and raised again for our 

justification, grant the forgiveness of sins to all who receive the Lord’s Supper this day. Lead 

us to hold firmly to Your promises, that the presence of Christ’s crucified and risen body may 

nourish and strengthen us in our faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Holy God, You desire mercy and not sacrifice. Preserve us from doing good only out of a 

grudging obligation. Grant us joyful hearts that serve our neighbor in love, in thankfulness for 

the good You have done for us in Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Holy Father, receive our thanks for Your kindness to Abraham, Sarah and all the saints who 

have gone before us. Preserve us in faith and in righteousness, that we, too, may give You 

glory now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

P We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy for the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 

on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

 

Stand  
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 

created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died 

on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining 

for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
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repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 

is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 
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Sit 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
618 I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.; Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain 
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543 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 

 

 

 

 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.; Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
702 MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87; Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
464 THE STRIFE IS O’ER, THE BATTLE DONE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt.; Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt.; Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Thursday, June 11th: St. Barnabus – Apostle 

Friday, June 12th: The Ecumenical Council of Nicaea – AD 325 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Exodus 19:2 – 8; Romans 5:6 – 15; Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 

Serving THIS week (7th) (Green) Serving NEXT week (14th) (Green) 

OFFICIANT Rev. Richard Boyd OFFICIANT Pastor Wareham 

LECTOR Bo Miller LECTOR Don Brugel 

COMM. ASST. Paul Hill COMM. ASST. Larry Lorden 

ALTAR CARE Carol Walters ALTAR CARE Cathy Deyo 

ACOLYTE Elena Pellicone ACOLYTE JM Pellicone 

GREETER Kelly Berg GREETER Wendy Aichele 

USHER 1 Don Brugel USHER 1 Curt Fahsholz 

USHER 2 Ken Eldridge USHER 2 George Vincent 

ELDER Mike DiMarco ELDER Paul Hill 

ORGAN/PIANO Kay Vincent ORGAN/PIANO Kay Vincent 
 

✝️ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝️ 

TUES 6:00 Ladies Potluck Bible Study – Separate Studies 

WED 11 – 2 Food Pantry – VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS NEEDED! 

THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
“Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our afflictions.”       

2 Cor. 1:3-4a 
 

Those who serve and protect us 
Connor Montgomery, Devin Parrish, Robin Schmidt, Bryan Tordoff, Hannah Tordoff, Keith 

Crist, Eric Matlock, Matthew Francis, Jeff Kraushaar, Abbey Wolters, Catherine Hernandez, 
Grayson Coester, Judith Lucas, Wolf Lucas, Trent Ward, Eli Gibbens, Zachary Sweeney, 

Pennie Smith. 
In Our Prayers 

o Shirley Nelson: Diagnosed with colon cancer; had surgery. 
o Gary West: Karin Boles’ neighbor: Guillain-Barré Syndrome. 
o Donald Barnes: Ken Eldridge’s cousin: stage 4 colon cancer. 
o Christina: Friend of the Rothas: recovering & continuing treatments. 
o Martin Fluder: ongoing health issues. 
o Linda Leinwol: sister of Mary Beth Francis: ongoing prayers. 
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o Rita Norman: Friend of the Francises: diagnosed with cancer. 
o Jenny Klement: Gary Klement’s daughter-in-law: lymphoma. 
o Terri Davis: friend of Gail Carroll: stroke & severely diabetic. 
o Ron Poitras: friend of Sandy Bingham: bladder cancer. 
o Nancy & Jim P.: friends of the DiMarcos: family in crisis. 
o Sonia Vance: Eldridge’s son’s girlfriend: ongoing health concerns. 
o Judy DeWitt: ongoing health concerns. 
o Nancy Kuter: Kuter’s Sister-in-law: Diagnosed with bone cancer. 
o Connie Mote: The Mote’s daughter: ongoing health issues. 
o Susan Keller: recovering from surgery. 
o Jacob Ledwak: Karin Bole’s grandson: recovering from soccer accident. 
o James Carver: Friend of Richard Lalone & Wendy Aichele: possible lymphoma. 
o Debbie Frontz: Lisa & Laura's mother: leukemia – starting chemo in May and transplant 

scheduled in June. 

o Kenneth Berg: Kelly Berg's son: kidney cancer; ongoing prayers needed. 
o Tom Jenkins: ongoing health issues. 
o Leah Spencer: Daughter-in-law of DiMarcos: Pregnancy complications. 
o Joel Giddens: Carol Walter’s Friend: Blood Cancer. 
o Jennifer Moates: Carol Walter’s Friend: Breast Cancer. 

Nursing Home/Homebound 
o Mary Kinchen: homebound. 
o Don Sullens: Diagnosed with lung cancer and leukemia. 
o Dennis Kluball: at The Orchard. 
o Barbe Fahsholz: at The Canopy, room 241. 

 

 
 

No cash? No problem—don’t despair, 
Scan this code to show you care. 
A cheerful gift, both big or small, 

Helps us share God’s love with all!  
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✝️ ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS ✝️ 
 

LOOSE CHANGE SUNDAY 
Coins that jingle, coins that shine, 

Don’t let them sit—now’s the time! 

Check your pockets, don’t delay— 

Let’s do something good today! 

Thank you for doing your part! 
 

 

 

MITE BOX SUNDAY 
Next Sunday is Mite Box Sunday prepare the way, 

Bring your small gifts to  share and pray. 

What seems like little in your hand, 

               God uses for His greater plan. 

 
 

 

 

 

🎉 A JOYFUL CELEBRATION NEXT SUNDAY! ✨ 

 Join us next Sunday as we celebrate Pastor Wareham’s return from Naval ODS training along 

with our Mother’s and Father’s Day celebrations! 

 A special luncheon honoring all three occasions will be held immediately following the service. 

We invite everyone to stay for food, fellowship, and celebration together as a church family! 
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