Wessiah utheran Church

VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

500 Baytree Road — messiahluth500@gmail.com
Office: 229-244-0143 Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336

Pastor Stephen Wareham
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WELCOME VISITORS!

We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!

Please sign our Guest Book located in the church entryway (Narthex) as well as
the attendance sheet located in the red folder in each pew. Let us know how we
may be of service to you in any way.

e RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex.

e QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a
children’s bulletin for ages 3-6 and ages 7-12.

e QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship
Hall (through the accordion doors behind the choir).

e INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to
all baptized and prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this
meal. Trusting in the promises of his Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit working through this
means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church.

e RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is
offered from the Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is
offered for those who choose not to receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows
with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion rail rack. Children not yet
prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the
covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives
until the day of Jesus Christ.”

e OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4™ & 5" in the Pine Tree House.
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6™ — 12" in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Pastor’s Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.




NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
DIVINE SERVICE SETTING ONE

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through
worship, education, and service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all.

AS WE GATHER

“And He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars,
if you are able to number them.” Genesis 15:5a

Number the stars, said God to Abraham, and that is how numerous your offspring
shall be. To an old man like Abraham, who had no children of his own, this must have
seemed an impossible promise. But God is in the business of keeping impossible
promises! Abraham was the father of the Hebrew people, and through them came
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and through him all who believe are made Children of God.
God’s family, OUR family, consisting of believers past, present, and future, truly
does “number the stars”!

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please)

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION+
Stand

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION
P) In the name of the Father and of the *« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
EXHORTATION LSB 151

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.




CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE:

Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words:
“The peace of the Lord.”

+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

ENTRANCE HYMN
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.
Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati; Text and tune: Public domain
Introit Psalm 147:8-11; antiphon: v. 7

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!
He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth;
he makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the beasts their food,
and to the young ravens that cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,
but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A]  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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(A]  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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SALUTA;’I'ION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P} The Lord be with vyou.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people
who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by
sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



Sit

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 15:1-6
God’s Covenant with Abram

! After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have
given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” “And
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir;
your very own son shall be your heir.” >And he brought him outside and said,
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.”
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ®And he believed the LORD,
and he counted it to him as righteousness.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1-16
By Faith

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2For by it the people of old received their commendation. *By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. °By faith Enoch was
taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God
had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased
God. ®And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw
near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
'By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by
faith.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
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going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he was
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is
God. "By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was
past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. '*Therefore
from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the
stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

BThese all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. *For people who speak thus make it clear that
they are seeking a homeland. ’If they had been thinking of that land from which
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 'But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA VERSE LSB 156
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22-34

Sit

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Do Not Be Anxious

2[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. **For
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. *Consider the ravens:
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God
feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! > And which of
you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 2°If then you are
not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest?
*"Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. *But if God so
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 2’ And do not
seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. *°For all the
nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you
need them. 3'Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. **Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves
with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does
not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. **For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NOW Haili IS THE
Assitranct of
CTHINGS HoPrDfor
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735 HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raiseto God!
Text (sts. 2-4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010; Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930-2022
Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
SERMON “Number the Stars”
Pastor Stephen Wareham
Stand

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
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of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life I~ of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

()

(P

()

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faith in the wise and gracious will of God, and for power to turn from
false belief in our own plans and natural powers, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the proclamation of the Word, that it may prosper through the work of
all pastors and church workers in their various callings; for those who are
being called to the Lord’s service and those preparing for church-work
vocations; and for our seminaries and those who teach and learn God’s
Word therein, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Christian fathers, that they, with faith like Abram, would prize the gift
of their children and work in their lives for the good of generations yet
unseen, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and those who lead us, that they may be endowed with
wisdom and a good heart, seeking justice and showing mercy, especially
on behalf of the unborn and those least able to defend themselves, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, that they would be delivered from suffering and know God’s
grace and the perfect consummation of hope and full healing of body and
soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

13
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OFFERING
If you’d like

(Special (Pletitions)
Lord, have mercy.

For the Holy Spirit, that by His grace, those who recline at Christ’s table
this day would be enlightened by the Word and dressed in readiness for the
coming of the Son of Man who girds Himself to serve them with His body
and blood, let us pray to the Lord

Lord, have mercy.

For a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in God’s mercy, and a
sincere love for the Lord and all our neighbors, that although we are not
worthy of the least of His benefits, the Lord would accept our sacrifice of
thanks, together with the offerings that we return to Him in faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That we would not be fruitless or ungrateful but magnify God’s grace and
name throughout our lives, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, You worked the salvation of the world through
the death of Your dear Son, and You work out Your holy purposes through
the deaths of Your saints. Make us faithful unto death, and so receive the
fulfillment of all Your promises; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin

for details on donating through Zelle or Thrivent.

Stand
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OFFERTORY
955 LETnTHE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972

+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+

PREFACE
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P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow'r and might:

Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and
His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P

@ =

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who artin heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit

18



DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
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Thou chang - est not: Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - i - fold wit- ness
Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row,
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As Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.

To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and Ilove.

Bless - ings all mine, with ten thou -sand be - side!

Refrain
=
GRS S e e —

Great is Thy faith- ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
f) u . . .
P AR .Y I -2 | - |
e ———— —F—= o
d | ' | ' |
Morn-ing by morn - ing new mer - cies I see;
f) 4 ‘ .
P’ A VY | -° | | f !
F H ' | I | I I
%ﬂ | | \ — E—— o =
All T have need - ed Thy hand hath pro - vid - ed;
f) u \ ‘
[ 4 IHJJ. - [ N | T f I | | |
6} H P P et | I I I | [ | | | |
| \"jl | | { H = -
Great 1s Thy  faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960; Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957; Text: Public domain; Tune: Public domain
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Here Is Bread Here Is Wine

Wenrd's and Music In

Graham Kendrick
VERSE |
C OB Am E7 G Fa Am G/B
64kt 71 1k 7 =l RS SSETE
I.Here 15 bread, here 18 wine, Christ is with us, He is with uvs.
X Here s grace, here s peace, Christ is with us, He s with us
3. Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, He s with us
1 2,3
; C GB Am E7 G C  FmiC C  Gm7 BWC
6r 3 4 1) lsrwm SRS PR
b >
Break the  bread, drink the wine, Christ is with us here. here.
Enow His  grace, find His peace, feast  on Je - sus fied.
We'll  pro - claim, "l He comes, Je - sus cre - el
Fruaj7 F6  Em7 Am7 D7 Gm7 ByC C BYD CE Fmaj? F#*
R i Prw =1 | & T -
In this bread there 15 heal - ing, in this cup there's life for - ev-er In this mo - ment,
1 ]
. Em7 Dm7 G7 pec C
F T | || I
g T L b1, .
by the  Spir - il Christ is  with  us |1n..r\=. here.

CCLI Song # 983717; © 1991 Make Way Music; For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 1281671

712 Se:k Ye First

o t—] e e
e ™ A e —"— i
S S

1 Seek ye first  the king - dom of God, And His

2 Ask and it shall be giv - en un - to you, Seek and

3 Man does not live by bread a - lone, But by
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righ - teous - ness. And  all these things shall be
ye shall find, Knock and the door shall be
ev - ry word That pro - ceeds from the
f) # .
o il | | I ) I ,
e e
T B = e is =
add-ed un-to you! Al-le - lu, al-le-lu - ia!
0 - pened un - to you, Al -le - lu, al-le-Iu - ia!
mouth of the Lord, Al -le - lu, al-le-1lu - ia!
Text and tune: Karen Lafferty, 1948; Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1281671
Stand

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

THANK THE LORD LSB 164
) — T [ — h f i T f ]
= =

o) | —
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
| — | ! 1
I I I I 1 I I N I
I I | | [ I A I 1 I I
. I | I ] | |
[NV I I [ I
3] T T \ \
He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
| |
I I I | 1 1 N |
| | 1 I 1 N |
[NV [ I I I [ [ [ I ||
PY) o J \ ‘ — ] \ €

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
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toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.

Amen.
711 SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US
o) , .
e e
» » » s— o | * » »
[ \Q_)V é [ | =l
1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
)4 ] [—
AT

. e e
[ :)V 2 |

need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures

guard -ian of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-

sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
(o W] \ \ ——— [—
G | ———F—
o os— o —*® o |
.) | | =l

feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.

fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.

lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
#ﬁ—H.—&—. T —— —
&G = = —

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.; Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68; Text and tune: Public domain
DISMISSAL

P) Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:16-29; Hebrews 11:17-31 & 12:1-3; Luke 12:49-53

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK
August 10™: Lawrence — Deacon & Martyr
August 15": St. Mary — Mother of Our Lord
August 16™: Isaac — Patriarch

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN

MON 6:00 Church Council Meeting
TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor
6:00 Men’s Potluck Bible Study
THURS 9:00 LWML Quilter’s Group with Devotional
11-3 Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
SUN 9:00 Bible Study & Sunday School

10:30 Worship with Holy Communion
AUGUST 24™: CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORSHIP

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

Matthew 7:17 “So, every healthy tree bears good fruit.”” As fruit follows from a
good tree, so our good works flow from the cleansing the Lord has given us in Holy
Baptism. In Baptism we have a new identity — we are the “new man in Christ” as St.
Paul says. Of course, on this side of glory we still have the world, the devil and the
flesh to wrestle with. That means that our growth in sanctification is a struggle. So if
it's sometimes a struggle for you to be generous — don't give up! Keep fighting the
good fight of faith, trusting in your Lord and His provision.
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