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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, October 4th, 2026 
 

 
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world, you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 

world.””                   John 16:33 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 

any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-

6 and ages 7-12. 

mailto:messiahluth500@gmail.com
mailto:MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com
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• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 

accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 

prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 

Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 

Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 

receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 

rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
The nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost   

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 

service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
“8aIndeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.            

     Philippians 3:8a 

Our God is a generous God, giving us so many gifts, everything that we need, too many to number. But the 

greatest of all our Father’s gifts is that of simply knowing His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Nothing compares 

to it! Through our faith in Christ, through knowing Him who loved and saved us, come all other heavenly gifts. 

Thank the Lord for His boundless generosity! 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

LWML PLEDGE 

P  We now invite all members of our LWML to stand and recite the LWML pledge together:  
 

 In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption, we 

dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in 

the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us.  

 We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to 

sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His 

Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost 

and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 

VERSE 1 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  
It is He alone Who redeemed us sinners,  
Guides us as His own  
To enjoy the blessings  
Of His love and grace, 
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face. 
  

 
Refrain:  
Onward, then, for Jesus!  
Let this be our aim:  
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  
Glorify His name.  

VERSE 2 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  
He gave us command  
To proclaim His Gospel  
Now in every land  
So that fellow sinners  
May, like us, be blest.  
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Leading them to Jesus,  
We can serve Him best.  
 

Refrain. 
 

VERSE 3 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  
There’s no greater joy  
Than to serve the Master,  
Work in His employ.  
As we build His kingdom  
Angels, too, rejoice  
Over every sinner  
Brought to hear His voice.  
Refrain. 

 

KYRIE LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS             LSB 170 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us 

when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C  Amen.   
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 5:1–7 

1Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 

vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  
4What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? 

When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 

devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  
6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I 

will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his 

pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but 

behold, an outcry! 

A     This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b–14 

 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on 

the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the 

law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law 

blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count 
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everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on 

faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 

the dead. 

 12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made 

it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard 

and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, 

and went into another country. 34When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to 

the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 

stoned another. 36Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to 

them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the 

tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have 

his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
40When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They 

said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other 

tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 

producing its fruits. 44And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it 

falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was 

speaking about them. 46And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, 

because they held him to be a prophet. 
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P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

912 CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.; Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON               REVEREND GARY SIEFERT 
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 

man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs.  
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Merciful Lord, You have hewn out a place for Your Church in the holy wounds of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Inspire works of justice in the house of Your Church and bring many to inhabit 

Your new Jerusalem. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Holy Lord, rescue us from all enemies of Your Church, and bless us with church leaders whose 

voices will not waver in the face of threat. Bless Matthew, our Synod president; Rev. Rockey, 

our district president; Bert Matlock, our circuit visitor; and Pastor Wareham, our pastor. Inspire 

men and women to go into church work vocations and bless those preparing for church work. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Everlasting Father, guide husbands and wives to love and forgive each other, and strengthen 

them in their life together. Help parents to be faithful examples for their children, and grant that 

orphans may know the joy of a home to call their own. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Shine Your light upon us, O Lord, that we may do what is good and right and live as faithful 

citizens in our nation. Bless Donald, our president; Brian Kemp, our governor; and all those 

elected and appointed to make, administer and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Lord of hosts, Your Son, Jesus, came to deliver His people from all evil. Take away the fear of 

all who suffer in this world. As they await the fullness of their salvation, fix their eyes upon 

their crucified Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Heavenly Father, prepare our hearts to receive the Lord’s body and blood in this Holy Supper. 

Strengthen us in faith and renew us in love by this Holy Communion. Bring us at last with all 

the saints to dwell in Your everlasting presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P O God, You sing the song of Your love over the vineyard of Your Church. Lift her united 

voice through Your Spirit, that she in turn would freely praise Your lavish grace and proclaim 

Your salvation beyond her walls. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, 

Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 

strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. 

Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and 

preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 

on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010; Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of 

love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming 

obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from 

eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 178 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 

is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit  

 

DISTRIBUTION 
645 BUILT ON THE ROCK 
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Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt.; Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
644 THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION sts. 1–5 
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt.; Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
861 CHRIST BE MY LEADER 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024; Tune: Irish; Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission:  

LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain 

  

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia 

Publishing House. 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, October 7th: Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg – Pastor 

Friday, October 9th: Abraham – Patriarch 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

Isaiah 25:6 – 9; Philippians 4:4 – 13; Matthew 22:1 – 14 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”    

       Hebrews 12:1 
 

✝️ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝️ 

TUES 6:00 Ladies Potluck Bible Studies – NO MEN’S STUDIES 

THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional 

    6:00 Messiah Singers Practice 

PASTOR OOO 4th – 9th 
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Scan the code, it’s quick and bright, 
Your support makes our future light. 

A little gift goes far, you see, 
Changing lives in unity. 

                          
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 

TODAY IS LOOSE CHANGE SUNDAY 
Rake up your change like autumn leaves, 

Small miracles bloom from the gifts we weave. 
As autumn arrives and seasons fade, 

Who knows what might grow from gifts you’ve made? 
So gather your change and give with care, 

While we wait for the next season to grow and share.  
 

NEXT SUNDAY IS MITE BOX SUNDAY 
Next Sunday we bring our 

mite box near, 
Simple gifts offered in faith 

and cheer. 
Coins from pockets, jars, 

and more, 
Join in God’s mission and 

open new doors. 
 

 

🎉 COME CELEBRATE & GIVE A WARM WELCOME FOR OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Get ready for an afternoon of food, fellowship and fun! We’re looking forward to gathering 
together and celebrating with our newest Messiah family members. 
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We’re asking everyone who plans to attend to consider bringing a dish or item 
to share. Before signing up, please take a peek at the sign-up sheet and see 
what others have already chosen.  
 

To give everyone plenty of variety, we’re aiming for no more than 2–3 of the 
same dish—so if a few people have already claimed potato salad, maybe it’s 
time to show those desserts some love!  
 

Ready to bring something? Put your name on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex! 
Thank you for helping make our celebration a delicious, fun, and memorable 

afternoon for everyone! 
 
 


