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We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!
Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in
any way.

o RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex.

e QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-
6 and ages 7-12.
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e QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the
accordion doors behind the choir).

e INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and
prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his
Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the
Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church.

e RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the
Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to
receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion
rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus
Christ.”

e OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4™ & 5 in the Pine Tree House.
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6™ — 12" in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House.
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
DIVINE SERVICE SETTING TWO

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and
service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all.

AS WE GATHER

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14

Hundreds of years before His birth, the Israelites received this prophecy of the birth of the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, in the midst of a time of fear. We, too, live in the midst of fear, and this prophecy continues to give
us comfort. Jesus Christ, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Savior and Redeemer and Son of God, has come!

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please)

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION+
Stand

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.
2



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151
(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -l Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SHARING PEACE:
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words:

“The peace of the Lord.”

+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

ENTRANCE HYMN
331 THE ADVENT OF OUR KING
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev -er - last - ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’'n to reign.

VERSE 5
Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.
VERSE 6
A All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.; Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76; Text and tune: Public domain

+BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH+

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord, as we begin the season of Advent, let this wreath remind us that Jesus Christ
came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. As the
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prophet Isaiah says, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.”

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, the true hope who comes into the world to give hope to everyone, bless us
as we light the candles of this wreath in preparation for your coming, and so enkindle our hearts
with the fire of Your love that we may receive You with joy and gladness and evermore remain
steadfast in the faith; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

(The fourth Candle is Lit)

()

The Lord Almighty, the Father, the -1+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this wreath for use in His
Church throughout this holy season of Advent.
Amen.

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Verse 1
Light one can-dle for hope, one bright can-dle for hope,
He brings hope to ev-‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Light one can-dle for hope, one bright can-dle for hope,
He brings hope to ev-‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Verse 2
Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for peace,
He brings peace to ev‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for peace,
He brings peace to ev‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Verse 3
Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy,
He brings joy to ev‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy,
He brings joy to ev‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Verse 4
Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love,
He brings love to ev‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love,
He brings love to ev‘ry heart He comes! He comes!
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KYRIE

H#FBC-4017495; This arrangement ¢ 2017 by Hinshaw Music (administered worldwide by Fred Bock Music Company, Inc.); Contributors: Natalie Sleeth, Arr. Heather Sorenson; Tune: Music by Natalie Sleeth, arranged by
Heather Sorenson Text: Words by Natalie Sleeth; OneLicense.net #726161

LSB 168

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10-17
The Sign of Immanuel
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, !'“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” ?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” *And he
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
"“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel. "He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good. '*For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the
land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. "The LORD will bring upon you and upon your
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed
from Judah—the king of Assyria.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7

Greeting

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, >which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, *concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh *and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, >through
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of
his name among all the nations, %including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

¥ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ?And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). *When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, >>but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he

called his name Jesus.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY
357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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VERSE 5§

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

VERSE 6
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

VERSE 7
O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KdIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON PASTOR STEPHEN WAREHAM
Stand
NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen

and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made
man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
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Sit

third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the

forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P)
(C)
P)

o
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that they may faithfully preach and teach the Gospel; for the hearts of young men
to be opened to hear and heed the Lord’s call to His ministry; and for all church workers in their
various vocations, that they may serve us well in God’s name, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faith and humility to receive the virgin-born Son of God in the signs where He is promised
to be found: His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For fathers, that like Joseph, they may be honorable and just men; that God would give them
wisdom, patience, pride of duty and, above all, faith and loyalty to His Word; and that, knowing
the heavenly Father’s true Guardianship, they may head their households with godly forbearance,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and its rulers, that the Lord would bear patiently with this land despite its tiresome
flattery and unbelief; that God would clear away all empty shows of piety; and that He would
renew genuine faith in the Virgin’s Son, that His return may not be a sign against us, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For healing for the sick, relief to the suffering, peace to the dying and comfort to those who
mourn, /especially and those we name in our hearts,] that they would be
sustained in all adversity and given patience and courage as they await the unfolding of the Lord’s
healing grace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(Special Petitions)

Lord, have mercy.

For all who eat today this feast of joy, that in the Savior’s body and blood we may be granted a
blessed foretaste of the feast to come for the strengthening of our faith and the growth of our
love, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the
Dayspring from on high and the splendor of light everlasting. By His coming in the flesh and by
His blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the Gospel, enlighten the hearts of those who sit in
the darkness of unbelief with the light of saving faith, and enlighten those who dwell in the
shadow of death with the certain hope of the resurrection through Him. Grant that, as we recall
with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for
His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




OFFERING

If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details
on donating through Zelle or Thrivent.

Stand

OFFERTORY

955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, And fill to the brim our

9 T ! p— T —
(e ‘ i i —— o e — I — ——
fi - - = i =

&

PREFACE

REFRFERE

cup of  bless-ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
o) N r—
o I N I i I [— . T { i
- | | [ I | | | =I '
%j_‘_. =8 ==, ~ —
sown, That we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
o) ‘
— ] J\ : : i ! ! .J\ ~
p— —‘—'—.’—’E}:iﬁz V
hopes and the dreams of all; U - nite them with the prayers we
n y — B [r—
] I | I I IF__’ | ] I —
ﬂf—d—m m— = ﬁr—‘—i—d——d—tﬁi—
) — ' |
of - fer now Grace  our ta - ble with Your pres - ence, and
n L
6 1 S T e . | |
o < . P E— ==
-
give  us A fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+
LSB 177
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from
the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Y our glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
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SANCTUS LSB 178
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

d

F@

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Y our coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy hame, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 180
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
970 JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES
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Je - sus, name a-bove all names, Beau-ti-ful
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Text and tune: Naida Hearn, 1931-2001; Text and tune: © 1974, 1978 Scripture in Song, admin. Music Services (ASCAP). Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972

356 THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri- el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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With wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
All gen - er - a - tions laud and  hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth God,” she said.
In Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low-ly maid -en Mar - y,
Thy son shall be Em - man-u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag-ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - ri - al
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri - a!

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924; Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain
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547 THE LAMB
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1 The Lamb, the Lamb, O Fa - ther, where’s the sac - ri - fice?
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One per - fect fi - nal of - fer - ing.
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, As way - ward sheep their shep-herd kill
4 He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin  and wretch - ed - ness.
5 He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now o - ver-flows.
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Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro - vide the Lamb of price!
The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.
So  still, His will On our be - half the Law to fill.

He lives, for - gives, He gives me His own righ-teous - ness.
His song  pro-long Till ev - ry heart to Him be - long.
A Refrain
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Wor - thy is the  Lamb whose death makes me His
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own! The Lamb is reign-ing on  His throne!
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953-2023
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972
Stand
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A -men,

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days
of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
BENEDICTION LSB 183
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
"igi.iﬂ'JgiP=iJiW.ilai.
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
40 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
9 1 ! | Py I . ! I .
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;

While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter 1in, Be born in us to - day.
O . . . .
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
o e
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!

Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to wus, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93; Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908; Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL

P} Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: First Sunday After Christmas
Isaiah 63:7 — 14; Galatians 4:4 — 7; Matthew 2:13 — 23

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK
Sunday, December 21%: St. Thomas — Apostle
Wednesday, December 24™: The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 25%": The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Day
Friday, December 26": St. Stephen — Martyr
Saturday, December 27": St. John — Apostle & Evangelist

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1

1t THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN T
WED 12:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship — Candlelight Service
THURS 10:30 am Christmas Day Worship

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
Matthew 1:21

What our good works could never do, Jesus has done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our debt, set us
free. How can we not give thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? What God’s Law could
not do — truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ love has done!

A NOTE FROM THE ELDERS
If you learn that someone in our church family is ill, homebound, or residing in a nursing home, please let
Pastor or one of the elders know. This allows us to reach out with prayer, care, and support, and to
respond to their needs in a timely way.

Scan the code, make hope arise,
Your gift brings blessings in disguise.
Big or small, your heart is true,
We’re so thankful for you.

Give Online to Messiah!
Scan code with your

phone & follow ll ¢
directions. e e

| MessiahVLDtreasurer@gmail.com ‘
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