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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 
Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 

 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, April 12th, 2025 

 

 

“We have found the Messiah”               John 1: 41b 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  
Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 
sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 
any way. 
 

 RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

 QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-
6 and ages 7-12. 
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 QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 
accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 
prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 
Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 
Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

 RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 
Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 
receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 
rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 
covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 

 OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 
Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 
Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 
service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.”   John 20:31 

The Bible is a large book, full of God’s wisdom, instructions, and stories of love for us. But ultimately it 
has one true goal, expressed succinctly here in the last words of the Gospel of John: to lead us to faith in 
Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, who gives all who believe eternal life with him.  

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 
Stand 

 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 
ENTRANCE HYMN 
482 THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934; Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Amsterdam; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

KYRIE LSB 168 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace 
confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Acts 5:29–42 
  29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God of 
our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his 
right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we 
are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him.” 
  33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the 
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and 
gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take 
care what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was 
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the 
Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too 
perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep 
away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will 
fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found 
opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat 
them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place 
it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
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 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   

 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
470 O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

 

 

 
 

VERSE 5 

When Thomas first the tidings heard 
That they had seen the risen Lord, 
He doubted the disciples’ word. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

VERSE 6 
“My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

VERSE 7 

No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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VERSE 8 

How blest are they who have not seen 
And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

VERSE 9 

On this most holy day of days 
Be laud and jubilee and praise: 

To God your hearts and voices raise. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON           PASTOR STEPHEN WAREHAM 
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living  
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy.  
P For God’s people, that we may shed our doubts and come joyfully before God like the apostle 

Thomas, who saw, believed, and rejoiced in the power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
P For all pastors as they preach and teach the Word, that all who hear may believe and that, 

believing, they may live in righteousness and godliness before the world until Christ returns, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
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P For our homes, that Christ would give them peace and enliven them with His resurrected life; 
that He would cause the forgiveness of sins to reign among husbands and wives, parents and 
children; and that He would assure those who live alone that they, too, are His children, upheld 
by His right hand, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
P For the nations, that they would embrace the Gospel of the resurrected Christ; and that wicked 

power would be curbed and all rulers brought to the feet of Jesus in worship, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
P For the troubled in our midst, that Christ’s wounds would continue to bring His gladness, peace 

and comforting presence to His disciples [especially _____________]; and for those who 
weep, [especially _____________,] that in the difficult night of this world they would 
confidently expect the blessed joy of Easter morning, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
P For all who commune today, that God would give us contrition and faith, unite us in our 

confession of His truth, and so bring us worthily to eat and to drink Christ’s body and blood for 
our forgiveness and life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
P For patience and endurance in Christ, that we may have the privilege not only of believing in 

Him, but also of suffering for His sake, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy.  
P O Lord, heavenly Father, give us all things good and beneficial to us and to our salvation, and 

keep us from all things harmful; through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 
on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 

 

Stand 
  

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 
PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise 
You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, 
and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 
Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 
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P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 
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Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951; Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 
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493 A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

VERSE 5 
Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, and be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, wes hall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

VERSE 6 
D O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain 
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783 TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE 

 

 
VERSE 5 

Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

VERSE 6 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79; Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  
THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

 POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
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toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN 
818 IN THEE IS GLADNESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
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While there are no saint, feast, or commemoration days to note this week, rest in God’s grace and reflect His 
kindness wherever you go during this joyful Easter season. 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36 – 41; 1 Peter 1:17 – 25; Luke 24:13 – 35 

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 

 

Serving THIS week (12th) (White) Serving NEXT week (19th) (White) 
OFFICIANT Pastor Wareham OFFICIANT Pastor Wareham 

LECTOR John Obermann LECTOR Bo Miller 
COMM. ASST. Larry Lorden COMM. ASST. Mike DiMarco 
ALTAR CARE Donna Berg ALTAR CARE Heather Miller 

ACOLYTE PJ Hill ACOLYTE Don  Brugel 
GREETER Karin Boles GREETER Kelly Berg 
USHER 1 Donna Berg USHER 1 Curt Fahsholz 
USHER 2 Lisa Hill USHER 2 John Obermann 

ELDER Paul Hill ELDER Charlie Francis 
ORGAN/PIANO Kay Vincent ORGAN/PIANO Kay Vincent 

 

✝ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝ 
MON  6:00 Church Council Meeting 
TUES 10:00 Bible Study with Pastor 
    6:00 Ladies & Men’s Potluck Bible Study – Separate Studies 
THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional 
    5:30 Long-Range Planning Committee Meeting 
SAT    LWML Rally Meeting 

 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT              
“He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.”    
    1 Peter 1:3–4 
 

We have an inheritance waiting for us, a treasure gathered where moth and rust do not destroy. That should 
change our perspective on the treasures of this earth. They are fleeting. They come and go. But we can use 
the treasures of this earth for the work of the kingdom that will not fade away. 
 

 
 

Tap the code, spread joy around, 
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Help our mission gain new ground. 
Give a little, lift a lot— 

Faith and love, a perfect plot. 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


