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Messiah Lutheran Church 
Valdosta, Georgia 

 

500 Baytree Road – messiahluth500@gmail.com 

Office: 229-244-0143   Pastor’s Cell: 404-951-6336 
 

Pastor Stephen Wareham 
MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, September 13th, 2026 
 

 
 

“We have found the Messiah”                 John 1: 41b 

 
We are pleased to meet you and have you visit us today!  

Please sign our Guest Book, located in the church entryway (Narthex), as well as the attendance 

sheet, which can be found in the red folder in each pew. Please let us know how we can assist you in 

any way. 
 

• RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex. 
 

• QUIET BAGS are available in the Narthex for older children. We also offer a children’s bulletin for ages 3-

6 and ages 7-12. 

mailto:messiahluth500@gmail.com
mailto:MessiahVLDPastor@gmail.com
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• QUIET/CALMING ROOM and a changing table are located near the Fellowship Hall (through the 

accordion doors behind the choir). 
 

• INVITATION TO COMMUNION The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all baptized and 

prepared Christians who believe Christ is truly present with us in this meal. Trusting in the promises of his 

Word, “—given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” they intend to grow in faith by the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through this means of grace toward a more committed life with Jesus and His Church. 
 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION Please extend your hand to receive the bread. Wine is offered from the 

Chalice or individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for those who choose not to 

receive wine. After the Communion Assistant follows with the Chalice, place your empty cup on the communion 

rail rack. Children not yet prepared for the Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the 

covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” 
 

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sundays at 9:00 am: Adult Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sundays at 9:30 am: Sunday School: Grades 4th & 5th in the Pine Tree House. 

Sundays at 9:15 am: Sunday School: Grades 6th – 12th in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Tuesdays with the Pastor Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Pastor’s Men’s Potluck Bible Study in the Pine Tree House. 

Tuesday 6:00 pm: Women’s Potluck Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost   

Divine Service Setting Two 
 

The Mission of Messiah Lutheran is to grow in our relationship with God through worship, education, and 

service, while sharing Christ’s peace and fellowship with all. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
“19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, 

but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”   

 Genesis 50: 19-20 
 

One of the most difficult things in the world can be trying to forgive someone who has wronged us or a loved 

one. It can seem like God is asking us to do the impossible! But God is the God of the impossible, having given 

up His own Son to save an entire world that had rejected and wronged Him. What amazing love He has, and 

what amazing love He’ll share with us so that we, too, can do the impossible. 

PRELUDE & PERSONAL DEVOTION (Quiet Please) 
 

+Confession and Absolution+ 

Stand 
 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE: 
Please extend the hand of fellowship to your neighbors with the words: 

“The peace of the Lord.” 
 

+Service of the Word+ 
ENTRANCE HYMN 
790 PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund; Text and tune: Public domain 
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KYRIE LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS             LSB 170 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 

Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 

will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please 

forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And 

now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 

when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, 

we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 

people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your 

little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

A     This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 14:1–12 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One 

person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the 

one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on 

the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of 

another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord 

is able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. 

Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes 

it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 

God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For 

none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and 

if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 

living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For 

we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, 

every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 



6 

 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, 

but seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 

talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 

children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring 

him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the 

master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went 

out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he 

began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in 

prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 

were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 
32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, 

as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should 

pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother from your heart.”    

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS 
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Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951; Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

SERMON           PASTOR STEPHEN WAREHAM 
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 

man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For hearts softened by the forgiveness of God, that we may gladly serve and forgive one another, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For our Synod and all who lead it, including Matthew, our Synod president, and our Synod’s 

Board of Directors, that they and we may be united in witnessing to the love of God in Christ 

Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the enemies of the Church, that they may be led to true repentance, confess Christ as the only 

way of salvation, and finally have a share in the eternal life He has prepared for all who trust in 

Him, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For likeness to our brother Christ Jesus, the greater Joseph, who extended pardon to His 

murderous brothers, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
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P For husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, parents and children, that our homes may give 

witness to the glory of God’s gracious ways, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P That God would raise up new Josephs among us, clothed with His wisdom and might, to forgive 

their enemies, convert the wicked and preserve order in a fallen world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For those who suffer in this life, that they would find comfort in Christ who is Lord of goods and 

ills alike, even of life and death, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the gift of reconciliation, that we may stand before God forgiven and united in faith, doctrine 

and life; and for the faithful reception of Christ’s Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P Merciful Master, You are always ready to forgive, though we deserve only punishment. Press 

the proclamation of this eager love deeply into our hearts, that we, too, may sincerely forgive 

and gladly do good to those who sin against us; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING  
If you’d like to give electronically with your offering, please see the back of the bulletin for details 

on donating through Zelle or Thrivent. 
 

Stand 

 

OFFERTORY 
955 LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL 
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972 

 

+Service of the Sacrament+ 

 
PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for 

His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto 

death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given 

us life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 

is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 
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Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
621 LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt.; Tune: French, 17th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 
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763 WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt.; Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS 
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Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955; Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000972; Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
818 IN THEE IS GLADNESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622; Text and tune: Public domain 

  

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia 

Publishing House. 

 

SAINT DAYS, FEAST DAYS, & COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Monday, September 14th: Holy Cross Day 

Wednesday, September 16th: Cyprian of Carthage – Pastor & Martyr  
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:6 – 9; Philippians 1:12 – 14, 19 – 30; Matthew 20:1 – 16 
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”    

       Hebrews 12:1 
 

  
✝️ THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN ✝️ 

MON 6:00  Church Council Meeting 

TUES 10:00  ‘Tuesdays with the Pastor’ Bible Study 

    11:45  Joyful Noise: Olive Garden (1315 St. Augustine Rd.) 

    6:00 Mens & Ladies Potluck Bible Studies – Separate Studies 

THURS 9 – 12 Quilter’s Group with Devotional  

    6:00  Messiah Singers Practice 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

💰TODAY IS “MITE BOX” SUNDAY! 💰 

Give a little to change a lot,  

Your kindness counts, no matter what! 

Thank you for sharing from the heart!❤️ 

 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
“For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.”         Romans 14:7 

             

We just don’t belong to ourselves — we belong first of all to God, and through Him, we belong to our 

neighbors. We are here to serve God in our service to one another. God has called you to this service through 

your vocation: as a Christian you serve others in the church, as a neighbor you serve others in society, and as a 

son or daughter, husband or wife, father or mother, you serve your family. 
 

 
 

Scan the code, it’s quick and bright, 
Your support makes our future light. 

A little gift goes far, you see, 
Changing lives in unity. 

                             

 


